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did not know the sex, and he seemed rather nonplussed., Fvidently, he had not realized
that it might create 2 difficult situation when his customers did not pget fruit,
Apparently, there is no real stock of selected plants in the Vortheast. Some of the
nurserymen, I think, are buying from the South., I just saw an adv. in the Ameriean
Nurseryman for grafted holliss from ¥assachusetts hardy stock, so some are looking to
the Horth.

I may have to call on you for plants in the spring, since my stock is limited. So
far, I have sold only ecollected plants which I have marked for good qualities. It may
be necessary to send a truck to Whitesbog for a load. You might be thinking of this
and of a price for at least 200 plants, I should be glad to get some of the special
ones, as I want to get special plants started in a collection of the various types.

T shall sell off the more or less inferior types end keep t he better ones,

Wilfred Vheeler

LR K IR A I I K I CHE R

November 17, 1941

Tour account of the exhibition of hollies is most interesting. All such educa-

tional efforts are helpful in promoting the cause of better holly,
~ You have the naming of the two Wilson hollies as I understand it, and I have
changed the labaling of our one- and two-year-old plants accordingly,

Pesides the "5i. Mary" and "Wilson" plants, we have plants from cuttings you sent
last year, warked theeler #1 and #11, and Aller. You showsd me the Allen tree, wind-
tortured at the corner of a farm house; but I have nothing with which to connect the
two lots marked ‘heeler,

I have adopted the rolicy of writing on ihs labels, In addition %o the name of

ram® “heoeler

o

the holly, the runs o 4he percon frem weoon 1% was sh*ained, Thas, *h
is written small <2 the '"5il. Mary” apd "iilson” Istels, ~m? the nare Davis on all

those secured fron 'e Tav's farr in Cspe “ay County,
J



I should like to have you name all the lots which Jyou are going to send soon,
preferably with a distinetly feminine name for the borry bholly and with a maseuline
rame for the pollen holly. My only objection to the name "Wilson" is that it is not
faminine. I used numbers extensively in keeping earlier records; but many have so
much more individuality, that in using names I find them easier to connect with the
plants, With such cutstanding trees as the "Orisccu", "St. Mary", and "Wilson", I
continue to corneet the plants with the original tree; but with hollies from the woods,
the names come to mean just what the rows of nursery plants tell me,

To the best of my knowledge and belief, we have the only stock of salected northern
hollies - and 1t is getting to be considerable., From the cuttings of '39, we have
approximately 10,000 plants and as many more from the cuttings of 'O, Wa also have in
the neighborhood of 7,000 older plants, few of which are as much a3 four feet high,

I should be glad, indeed, to have the opportunity to supply you next spring, and
T enelose a copy of our wholesale list, At these prices, we pick the plants ard ave
not apt to include the very best, the top 5¢ of our collsction, Of many of the plants
we lmow little beyond the sex and the appearance in the nursery row, but they are all
far above the wild average.

I have given you one each of "Griscom" and "Hanig", which promise to be among
the fary best of the Vew Jeraoy selections, I plan to give you four more of each of
these and five each of "Laura", "Farage", "Osa", "Clark", and "Joyce", which I hope
you will eontinue to grow for testing ard cutting stock on yowr place. "Clark" is
definitely & holly for hedges, or moderately clipped specimens, The leaves are not
very prickly and stard ue cheerfully undsr much winter wind, and the berries ave small
and abundant,

"Joyce" i3 co rempant a grower that T fear 4t mey becore embarassing in the
nursery, where :» 'ave several hundred »lunta, Thoss wore ‘rom one to two feet hirh

last spring. This summer thev have grown from one to thres fost additional, not only
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the leader but many side brarnches sg wall, and they have more baerries than all the
others put together, Whether this indicates innate frosi-resistance or only that
their blossors were a little higher above the ground than those of the average ard so
escaped damaging cold, T camot be sure,.

T shall be very glad to receive \cuttinga of an orange-berried holly or of any
other holly which looks promising %o you. I shall also be glad to receive additional
cuttings of I, altaclarensie, In addition to the plant you gave me, I have ten from
cuttings which Jackson Ratehelor gave me lsst year. My very limited experience in-
elines me %o believe thet we shall find certain strains of I. opaca which will make
better pot plants than I, altaclarersis, There is such a lot to learn

You can hardly realize what encouragement the enthusiasm of so experienced a
plantamen as yourself give me ir this holly work. With the exception of Tom Windom,
none of my associates has any interest in this development,

{zabeth C. vhite
P8, Bince the above letter wae typed, your letter has been received, telling
of the shipment of two boxes of holly and the change of the rawe “wilso:a” to "St. Anne's”,
Are we to gpell the two St, hollies with or without the 8? "S8t, Mary's™ or "St. Yary"?

LR K B3R B - K AR IR RO
liovember 15, 19L1
T am sending you twe packages of cuttings: "St, Mary's", ¥ilsen #2 which T have
named "S%, Anne's"; the orange-colored which T have called “laura Thomas"; a very fine
mele tree called "Fdward Thomas"; and "Cuimn", the iree near the greenhouse which did
not look 200 well, Tut as T have kown the tree, it is pgood.
The fruit »f "%, Arne's" is #4111 far from its true color, “ut is very fine, As

for WL, ¥aryts", e cullings 2va very shevt and T eonld nob pet nmangy,e
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The male tree that I found & few days ago seems to be the most remarkabls male
tree I have seen. I am sorry I did mol krow about it when you were here,

As for the oranpe-berried tree; it is very beautiful, tut 1 am not sure that it
will conpare with the resl red ones. for & novelty, it might be welcome.

The holly exiibit in Boston uss awarded e medal by the New Inglard Wild Flower
Society as an educationsl exhibit in growing ome of our most important native trees.
I om receiving a good many letiers asking about holly trees,

Wilfred Wheeler
% o W 96 48 3 6 % R B ¥ B
Nove 21 |

The cuttings were in fine order, moist and fresh as if they had jJust been packed,
The foliage of "Edward Thomas" is certainly remarkable for its beauty. IHow large is
the tree?

Are you expecting to serd cuttings of the other two trees we lwaied in the woods?
They were near the Girl Scoubs' camp, were they not?

The first cuttings, which weé put in the last of August and the following two weeks,
now have many good roots. I am hoping to pot up 1,000 to 2,000 of these next Janvary
and to get small plants with berries on them for Christmas 'h2,

We have always had c¢onsidersble bloom on the euttings in the greenhouse. There
has never been any caré in poliinating these cutilings, nor have we used the new fruite
setting chemicals, i-’éevex-theless, we have gotten a small percentage of the 1little
plants with berrlies on themy though the greater number of varisties dropped their
berriss when such plants were potted af'ter the first new prowth had hardened about
the erd of Hay or early June. iue work hag been done thiz late because of the diffi-

culty of fittirg it i with ihe yush opring seasone Thiv year 7 sx piaming to pot as

many a8 I ean ir veavuary vefore zuy top growhs io modes L ry scliew vorke out and I
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find there is & demand for such plants, I shall bo warranted in asking for move preen-

house aspace to care for tham,

Elizazbeth C. White

LR R 2 I 3 2 IE R A

Fovember 1941

The cuttings were all named; there were about 200 from the "St, Arm" tree and
about 100 from "8t. Mary”., I think we had better omit the final s,

As for the vheeler #3 and #2, these sre trees which I have in the woods and are
good, nrot outstanding but better than the average. 7The Allen tree is the one you will
recall as being in the open. This tree has taken all kinds of weather; other than that
I do not conmider it of particular value, You might keep some of it for stock,

Jou wrote that the Peekskill Mursery in Peekskill, ¥,Y,, is advertising grafted
hollies from Massachusetts trees, but you certainly have the largest stock from good
sources. As it looks now, I shall need about 200 plamts. It may he best for me to
get them with the truck; I shall lst you know about this later., I am locking forward
to the named plants which you sre going to give to me, and T an preparing places for
trenm this fall,

In the package of cuttings 1s an orange~fruited variety that T nemed "laurs
“homag" after the wife of the mesn who owng the tree. We shall have to distinguish
it from your "laura” in some wsy.

By the way, I have made arranpgaments to move the "Dopothy" tree to my placs and
also several other good-looking trees which ware near it.

I am indeed glad you think T have ercouraped yon in your holly work, It 1s such
a plsasurs to work with you, for T fg2l 1ike an amateur esmpared with what vou Xmow,

I have learned o~ ~nh fron voq shioud what 4o look for dn hellins, T Cind wyself
lockieg for the t!inrs ou have snocken al nd teldrpe very hardebheailed over a *vee which

dogs not have those o161l ios,

B
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I have permission to scout a section near Rochester, Mass., a good deal north
of us, I have heard that there are some fine hollies there. It seems to me there
will always be a call for good hollies, even though they may not be outstanding,
These oan be propagated and sold as better than average., Rochester isz in the wldest
section of Massachusetts that grows héllies abundantly; it is about forty miles back
from the sea.

I have heard of a place in Rhode Island which has some fine hollies. However,
I find that peopls know so little about that subject that almost anything looks good

to theme

Wilfred Wheeler
LR R R R I
Fovember 25, 19h1

Almost thirty-five years ago, when on the Cardern Committee of the Massachusetts
Horticultwral Sccisty, I visited a gardern in Marion in which there were sémo holly
trees. lLooking over some old pictures the other night, I came across a picture of
cne of these trees. I went to Marion today to see it.

The place is still in the same family, but what a change. The hurricane wipsd
almost everything off the point, including the large house and several others, but
the holly tree and several others which I had forgotten were still starding, n
spite of the fact that twenty feet of salt water had covered them, all are in splendid
condition and especially the one that I had remembered, The tree reminds mo somowhat
of the "Oriscom" holly in that it is much the same shape, although not as large, being
somewhat better than 35 feet. It also reminds me somewhat of a large edition of
"5te Mary" in thet the leaves are very cloce and dark, The fruit is borne more like
that of 'Bt. Amn", The trec sireade ghout &F feol ot the baso, lub has a straisht
trunke It 1s not neavily fruited this seuson, Y ut ore sids ic guite good and sugpests

what it might be il fully covered. I £hall send you some evtiings ard hope to get a



