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I do not have the American Murserymsn and should be interested to see the holly
article. I do have Horticulture, but have not yet read the last two issueg., I was |
away all week during the flower show and have not yet caught up on my magasine
reading,

We had no part in the New Jersey exhibit., There was a section of Pine Barrems
which attracted favorsble attention; it was put on by the Yew Jersey Department of
Conservation and Development,

The cutiings taken last fall have coms on very nicely, a nd we have betwsen
3,000 and 4,000 of them potted up. They are now coming into bloom, but I find there
are not so many flower buds &8s we expected. There has been heavy winter damage among
plants of the sise I brought you last fall, Ve did not give sufficient protection to
the roots, and the loss occurred during the sib-zero temperatures early in Jamsary,

The ecuttings which you sent me came late, and while they look well, they have
not sufficiently rooted to pot up.

Elizabeth C, White
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A friend who has a nice place in Wareham on the water, wants to set at least

100 hollies and so T sent you a wires "Have inquiry on 100 hollies, 15" to 187, Wuire
price on both balled and bare roots."”

I like your circular very much, Tt is interesting to note that the analysis of
the holly food that ¥r., Parker uszes is about the same as that of the Bartlett Tree
Food, but the ingredients are quite different, T thirk the Partlett material is
betier for most tress, [ am afraid of sulplate of emmonin for trees, unless it is

used very carefviiy ard at tha vight con80ne
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I am enclosing the dircetions for the New York order toc be sent to Eligabeth
Van Brunt, Kitchewan, Westchester Co., N.Y.; a pair would be one of each sex, T em
filling a few crders near home with my small plants and some collected ones., A man
near Poston rooted about 500 cuttings for me, and they will be planted out 800N,

I am surprised to learn that your plants suffered from winter damage, Ve had a
severe drop in Jamuary to 16° below zero, tut it does not seem to have sffected anye
thing seriously, with the exception of forsythia buds and possibly some peach buds,
The hollies never loocked better ir spring, although in the woods there is a lot of
yollow foliage on wild trees. The plants fed with Bartlett Tres Food are as green as
they were last fall, The birds ate the berries this winter earlier than usual, mostly
robing - just flocks and flocks of them came in February,

As for winter damage, T feel that there should be muleh protectien for young
plantss In nature the ssedlings come up through a deep mulch of Jeaves 3 in fact,
while working about a plant in the woods recently, T found seedlings which were still
under the mmleh and had not come through, but will do so this spring,

Ye s!’nu have to get together about naming hollies, for it seems to me we are in

danger of pgetting too many named varietiss,

Wilfred Wheeler
oSN N R RN NN
April 10, 1942

The winter damage was only to the holly plants in the Clover-set potz. These
were set on the ground close together and nothing between them, though there was a
muleh of peat moss on top of the pots, In consequenca, many of the young plants which
had followed the contour of the pot had nothing between them but ths roofing material
of which the pot is made. ‘hen I turn out the Aamared rlerts, 7 find that the young
roots near the joi surfocs are cdeads aod I fecl confidant that it was the low temper-

atures early in Jaruary wiich 4id the damare. ! ¢hink *hat tte lsrzer roots and the
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base of the stem of many of these plants are still in such condition that they may
sprout fresh, but they have been badly set back,

The holly in the nursery came through very nicely, as did the young plants in
3-inch clay pots which were plunged in the soil and covered with pine branchea.

I read with interest the holly article im the March issve of Horticulture, I
bave seen holly of the type pictured on the left. I think it was in Mr. Dilatush's
nursery. 9ith holly of this type, T am under the impression that it would be
exceedingly difficult to get wood of the current year's growth for cuttinge, 7T guse
pect it will be necessary to get a few started in the nursery - plants two fset or
more high and to prevent their fruiting. Tt would be a slow job to remove the flowers
by hand; perhaps there may be some chemical means of destroying them, although T fear
that anything which might accomplish this might injure the growing tips alse. ¥ithous
the burden of fruit, the plants would probably make growth which conld be used snccosse
fully as cutting msterial,

48 %o the danger of getting too many ramed verieties of holly, I agree with you,
In our catalogue we mention only two varieties - "Criscom”, which is such an outstan-
ding tree, and "Clark™, with which we have had a great deal of experience. While we
have named many other varieties for our convenience, we do not quote on them by name,
selling merely the male or female hollles. There will be a process of elimination,
and varieties which root with difficulty or do not make shapely nursery plants without
too much attention will be ruled out,

Your suggestion of & holly organization appeals to me very much, U¥e need to get

together on this as well az on naming hollies,

Elizabeth C, Yhite
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You will be interested to lsarn that the "Croonemburg" holly, which I got three
years ago from Tingle, has apparently died this past winter. I eammot understard
why, for we had only one very bad drop ir temperature which did not last long, I
can understand how the roots of the plarts in the pots might hove been killed, since
they did not have the protection of the ground and certainly rot the necegssary amount
of moisture, I cannot recall the exact amount of moisture which frost takes out of a
plant, but is far more than that taken by & hot sun in the same amount of time, This
accounis for winter-killing, since there is no means of replacing the lost moisture,
I hope that some will start from the bottom again, I have found that many hollies
set in the fall will kill back and start again from the bottom.

You mentioned the difficulty of getting cutting wood from the bunching type of
hollys but I believe that by cutting the tree back severely, I shall be able to get
plenty of cvttinge this semson, Those who saw the tree or the sprays of fruit were

very mach interested in it, and I am sure that 1%t will become a fire asset.

Wilfred Wheeler
R EE E R R
April 22, 1942

I had no sooner finished reading your letter when the telephone rarg arnd the order
for the 25 holly plants came in, These will be shipped immwediately,

I cannot recall the tackground of the "Croonenburg® holly. If it was considered
very promising, it is, of course, dizappointing to have it pass out; but thisz does
happen so often with plants with which I am experirenting that T have gotten rather

hardened to it,

The eopy of the Arerican !urserymen esne, ond ' 1ike the srtisle. 7 had plermed

to do more writirg for ihe macasines, ‘ut T 2 alunys vary slew in retting arything

of this kind done,
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The cutting back of t he bunching-type holly will afford the best means of
pecuring cutting wood, though there is not likely to be a great deal the first year,
The first ten days have been quite cool here, not enough to damage the blue-

berries and the outdeor holly has not started sufficiently to be injured by a hard
frost. I sm always glad to have spring a little late, for there is less probability

of the new growth being hurt.

O M % N R E NG R
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I planted the hollies that you sent to me and find that most of them are doing
well, but the following will give you a corrsect picture of them:

"Osa" lost no foliasge and is looking splendidly, "Haning" is almost the samej
in faet, this one has some fruit. "Clark" lost most of its foliape, but has leafed
out, "Uriscom" does not look so welly tut eome of the plants are starting from the
bottom. "Farage" is splendid; 1t lost no folisge and has grown six inches. Two
plants of "Joyce" look badly, but the rest sre fine. "lsura" lost the follage, but
three of the plants are coming along uell now,

I feel sure there is great difference in 'the recovery power of certain strains,
and this may be in ratio to the reoting power. 7T do think, however, thst more
attention should be giver to the transplanting value of a variety, since this wonuld
be of much importance in shipping.

There is quite a Joke about the "males" you sent to me., Three which I kept have
a nice crop of fruit; those were handled two or three times before being set perma-
nently, yet they ncver lost a leaf and bloomed end set fruit., I used a couple of

Ly,

them in some seit’nrs T made ard will have to chsnpe then in the fall,



