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Development of Wild Blueberry ]nto -an . Aristocrat of
Fruits Is Achievement of Burlington Woman
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the sState to a size and lusclousness
never before known. The humble fruit
whigch many persons mistakenly call “a
huckleberry has' ‘become; a dignified
and much . sought after. article.’ This
rlse in .the social scale has been
brought about by Miss ‘Eliz¥beth: C.
White of New Lisbon, Burlington
County.

Miss White is a da/ughter of the late
Joseph J. White, the Cranberry King
of South Jersey. In the vast bogs that
cover hundreds of acres in that little
known section of ‘the state for -years
the wild blueberryl bushes covered the
dams and margins, more or less of a
nuisance and .always in the way ' of
cranbérry growers. The children of
the neighborhood picked the small blue-
black globes for sale in the country-
side. Some were big, most were smalit;
some had_a distinctive flavor . that
made them popular" everywhere.

It came one day to the mind of Miss
White that the cranberry country -
might be made to produce something |
elgé—something so much better than
the ' ordinary blueberry that, that
kumble fruit could become as highly
educated as the blackberry.” So shée
offered prizes for the pickers among.
_boys.and girls who. should. bringf torher

igh 6.

g E t«'ﬁiﬁ ‘way-she Obtalned “afiar o A

ROowsS OF BLUEBERRY BUSHES GROWING-
FROM THE WHITE SANDY SOIL NEEDED
FOR. THEIR -HIGHEST DEYELOPMENT

ORDINARY BLUEBERRIES AND

b eerer— T © by VaSEPN wmm

THE, WHITE\BLUEBERRIES AS
'ruzv LogK, ON ‘THE" BUSH :

successfully bécause ur rhe suitablility
of /the (soil ¥in/ dnd’‘avout .the, White
cranberry bogs . The motl {s almost
entirély whlte sand with a black inter-
mixture of ‘a !peat’ basss, highly acld.
The aéidity'in the sanda 1s what makes
the blueberry flourisgn. - In’ most solls
culture acidity 'ls extracted by the tse
of ‘soda; but for b]ué«nerrles At is en=-
couraged by the uséi oricertain’ kinds

of fertilizer, v{heh the ‘natural suppw

is depleted.

Along with the cultrvation of these'

specially ﬁlected bxuenerry :bushes
came"a.k mue larger Ana more. lupcioﬂs
fruitif#The " first ‘seedling! propagated
was\ﬂtémed the Ploneer, and after lt

fthis advance,

‘fathef, spends practically all her time

‘among the fine hushes. which stand in

commended Miss: vg ] te
In developlng the ﬂ‘ﬂit to its ‘present
standard ' “Miss' " WHite, by her ex-
periments at’ Whiteébt)g tthe name of -
the  White' eranberry . prant), has ad-
vanced the culture | of »lueberries at
least: fifty  years oVer wnat it other-
wisel'would have beéh,” ne declared.
'The womaﬁ who | has accomplished
and - who is
“M{ss Lizzie” by all ‘the hundreds of
pickers and iother, employees at the
big' cranberry establishment founded
by her grandmothers family, the Fen-
wicks, and greatls |developed by her

The family
just off the

with' her blueberries.:

home is at New Lisbon,
main - highway which runs from
Wrightstown to Lakehurst, but she
lives for the most part in a house amid
the ceranberry bogs, with a large staff
of /expert /assistauts. She is a very
modest sort Jf person, not anxious to,
e:&piolt herself, but she loves to be

rank, after rank across the landscapa.

From seedling to bearing bush the
time ds. three;years, but after a, bush
has once begun, to sbear .the work of
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never before known. 'The humble frult

a{xd much sought ‘after article. This
rise in :the ‘soclal scale has been
brought about by Miss Elizkbeth. C.
White  of New Lisbon,. Burlington
County.

Miss White is a da/ughter of the late
Joseph J. White, the Cranberry King
of South Jersey. In the vast bogs that
cover hundreds of acres in that little
known section of the state for years
the wild blueberryl bushes covered the
dams and margins, more or less of a
nuisance and always in the way  of
cranberry growers. The children of
the neighborhood picked the small blue-
black globes for sale in the country-
side. Some were big, most were small;
some had a distinctive flavor that
made them popular everywhere.

It came one day to the mind of Miss
White that the cranberry

elgé—something so much better than
the ordinary blueberry that. that
kumble fruit clould become as highly
educated as the blackberry. So she
offered prizes for the pickers among.
|.boys. and girls Who should bring to her
&l toots of) dxCeptionaily #ine Dbiishes.
-If - this way she obtalnséd,“after a ¢oH-
siderable period, 100 urusually gobod
specimens.! Then came years of in-
tensive cultivation and observation,
‘At about this time Dr! Fredeérfch V.
Coville, botanist in charge of the bu-

freau of plant industry of the DeF&tt-

ment of Agriculture at Was
was also experimenting with blueberry
culture. .He publishea some bulletins
of his accomplishments and Miss White
read them. She got mro communica-
tion with Dr. Coville;-with the result
that she entered into a working agree-
meht with the department Whereby
her plants were used by the govern-
meént as breeders and a government
.experiment station was established:on
the White bog. .

Thé aim of both Dr. Coville and Miss
White was to produce a blueberry of
greater size and proauctiveness, and
| to improve the flavor of the best types
of berries by ctossing them. 'This is a
.long and, tedious process, but it was
followed and the final result was satis-
factory. Out of three or four thousand
seedlings produced by the crossing of
two .respecially fine types one would
sometimes be found mwarkedly superior
to either parent. This was then repro-
duced by Miss White's system of root

hington,

 cuttings.  This rooting was effected

tho Noay F, ashzons

lusclousness’

; ! country |
might be made to produce something |

which;}ﬁahy person§ mistakenly calla V
huckleberry has become; a dignified’

-cranberry bogs.
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THE WHITE BLUEBERRIES AS
THEY LOOK. ON THE BUSH

successfully because vr the suitability
of the soil in and woout the, White
The =sotl is almost
entirely white sand with a black inter-
mixture of a peat basrs highly acid.
The acldity ‘in the sana 1s what makes
the blueberry flourism. In most soils
culture acidity is extracted by the use
of soda, but for bluemerrles it is en-
couraged by the use or certain kinds
of fertilizér when the natural, supply
is depleted.

Along with the cultivation of these
specially sglected biuemerry bushes
came a; much larger ane more lugcious
fruit.*The first seedling propagated
was | named the Ploneer, and after it
came thé Rubel, Cabot, Inman, Kath-
erine, Harding, Gr6ver and Adams,
with others of .equal or nearly equal
value. It was found tnat the plants
l6ve moisture, but ecan not live in
soggy ground, For cultivation in¢pri-

"One-Crust Pies

Wide Variety of Fillings 57|
Available at This Season

_Autumn is, perhaps, the banner timnie
of. the year' for housewlivés to,
one-crust ples because of the.
of flllings which they can use. ‘Usuaily
they are of the mést' starchy {ngre-
dients, although: vegetables ' and dried
fruits have thelr place in siuch dékserts.

|

‘Following are several receipts £6r mak-

m‘é one-crust pie fillings:
Chocolate Ple Fiiling,

“Melt two squares of chocoliteg in a
double boiler, add two cupfuls of milk,
and when hot graduallly 'add one’cup-
ful of sugar mixed with one-fourth of
a cupful of cornstarch that has ‘been
beaten  with three egg yolks, one-
fourth bf a teaspoonful of salt and one
tanennnnful  of vanilia ook 1intil

the plants

should freeze. to.bring:
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Not so long ag6 Dr. Coville officially
commended Miss White for her labors
In developing the fruit to its present
standard. “Miss White, by her ex-
periments at  Whitesbog (the name of
the White: eranberry peant), has ad-
vanced the culture of plueberries at
least fifty years over wnat it other-
wise’ would have been,” ne declared.

'The womah who haq accomplished
this "advance, and who is known as
“Miss Lizzie” by all the hundreds of
pickers and other employees at the
big cranberry lestablishment founded
by her grandmother’s family, the Fen-
wicks, and greatly developed by her
fathet, spends practically all her time

rth

with her blueberries.. The family
home is at New Lisbon, just off the
main - highway which runs from
Wrightstown to Lakehurst, but she

lives for the most part in a house amld
the cranberry bogs, with a large staff
of /expert assistants. She is a very
modest sort of jperson, not anxious to
exp‘loit herself, but she loves to be
among the fine bushes which stand in

From seedling to bearing bush the
time 1s- three;years, but after a bush
has once begun to -bear .the work of
¢aring for it is easy. Each bush shoull
produce three quarts of berries and
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rank after rank across the landscaps. |.
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what the crop looks like is shown in
the accompanying bpictures. Picking W'"::
time i8 early in August for the most }Jlfg'
part, although there are ‘ea.rly and late | firs
varieties, ...Down . at. Whitesbog : thé smd
weeld" 6f ploking' répresent” high otide | 7t
in the neighborhbod, hundréds of peo- | {mn
Yle being emploved’ at the work. In oy
that country the natives swear that ::ld
“Miss Lizzie's” b],l.g_ev_berrles are of bet- yo?
ter flavor thah.ahy pther ever grown | way
and. aré good, eatifng either-as. they | H
come from the bushes or made up into | But
the ple of history, #nd romance. A8 for | tion
i“Miss Lizzle;” 8he only smilés and lets | sma
‘otHers do -the, talking. 7o) ALY refl
At Whitesbog this " summer theras |1arl:
were about 30,000 bushes sét out, with | here
some, 20,000 bearing fruit. Hvery year | som
more bushes are placed in rows. The | por:
three hybrids tliat have been officially | wro
.approved by the government are the Tl
Cabot, Ploneer and Katherine and are | amp
.béing propagated under departmental'| blou
ausplces. - All these are much larger | the
berries than were their parents, the | neig
finest known Wwhen these éarly crosses | her
were made. They are little, If any, | ever
larger than the |later Rubel, Harding | grot
.and other varieties. s heut
¥t , .
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