2nd Quarter

Whitesbog Preservation Trust
NEWSLETTER

www.whitesbog.org

2016

Birthplace of the Highbush Blueberry - Historic Center for Cranberry Innovation

Domestication of the Highbush Blueberry at
Whitesbog, New Jersey, 1911 — 1916 *

by Mark Ehlenfeldt, Ph.D., U.S. Dept. of Agriculture

n 1911, a cooperative project to domesticate the highbush

blueberry was initiated between Elizabeth C. White of the
J.J. White Company of Whitesbog, New Jersey and
Frederick V. Coville of the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C. Selection and evaluation progressed
rapidly and was based on three key factors: 1) selection of
superior wild germplasm with the help of native pickers, 2)
production of progeny from systematic crossing, and 3)
clonal propagation by multiple methods. The first domes-
ticated blueberry crop, marketed in 1916, represented a
significant advance in blueberry quality and launched the
modern blueberry industry.

Few other crops have as complete a record of their
development from their inception to current day as does
blueberry. Elizabeth White and Frederick Coville, who
together domesticated the highbush blueberry, were both
eloguent writers, so in assembling this summary, it seemed
desirable to let their words about the domestication of
blueberries tell the story.

On Basic Research in Blueberry Culture

Coville (1937)% “Although every gardener today knows that
blueberries, as well as hundreds of other kinds of plants
associated with blueberries in their wild habitats, thrive only
in acid soil, that fact apparently was not known to American
horticulturists prior to these (Coville’s own)® experiments
with blueberries.”

White (1920)*: “Attempts to cultivate blueberries have
most frequently failed however because the plants were set
in soil of neutral or alkaline reaction which is best for most
garden crops.

Blueberries require an acid soil, preferably one composed
of peat and sand. This is the most important discovery made
by Mr. Frederick V. Coville® of the U.S. Dept. of Agricul-
ture, who has made a careful study of the fundamental laws
governing the growth of blueberries.”

Coville (1937): “...and by the end of 1910, when the first
bulletin was published, the blueberry had been grown
successfully from seed to fruit; selected plants had been
propagated by grafting, budding, division, layering, twig
cuttings, and root cuttings; methods of pollination had been

devised and applied; and wild plants with superior fruit had
been chosen as the basis for breeding experiments.”

On the Co-operation Between Elizabeth White and
Frederick Coville in Developing Blueberry Culture

White (1920): “After reading Mr. Coville’s bulletin
"Experiments in Blueberry Culture”, | wrote the Department
of Agriculture offering to co-operate in further experiments.
The letter was based on the idea that my father and | could
contribute experience that would be valuable in the
development of this new culture, and that when tamed,
blueberries would make for us a valuable secondary crop.
Our primary crop is cranberries — for three generations we
have grown them at Whitesbog. All along the dams and
about the margins or the cranberry bogs, the highbush
blueberry or swamp huckleberry as we call it in New Jersey
grows wild. Blueberries and cranberries are close kin.

For ten years we have worked in close co-operation with
Mr. Coville. When his breeding work developed so that it

(continued on page 2)



was desirable to try the seedling plants in the field, the trial
grounds were rented at Whitesbog. | believe the co-operation
of science with experience in commercial culture of a closely
allied fruit has hastened the development of better
blueberries.

In this co-operative development my part has consisted
chiefly in the selection of fine wild plants; and in developing
methods of' field culture and of propagation on a commercial
scale.”

On the First Plants Used as Parents

Coville (1937) (regarding ‘Brooks’ highbush): “In flavor,
the berry was exceptionally good. It was sweet, but
sufficiently acid to be decidedly superior to the mild-
flavored fruit of the lowbush blueberry, V. angustifolium
Ait., yet not sour like the Canada blueberry, V. canadense
Kalm (syn. V. myrtilloides), and it possessed in a high degree
the flavoring ester that is the special characteristic of the best
wild blueberries of New England. The delicious flavor of
this wild blueberry from New Hampshire appears in all the
cross-bred named varieties of blueberries except ‘Jersey’ and
‘Wareham’, and the flavor of those two varieties would be
more delicious if ‘Brooks’ had been included in their
ancestry.”

Coville (1937): “The second wild blueberry selected for
breeding purposes was ‘Russell’. It was brought to my
attention in 1909 by Frank Russell as the best lowbush
blueberry on his 600-acre mountain farm at Greenfield, N.H.
The original plant had become so shaded by the low
branches of a young oak tree that it no longer produced fruit,
but in the greenhouses at Washington its berries reached a
diameter of over nine-sixteenths of
an inch. The berries were light
blue in color, and they ripened
earlier than those of ‘Brooks’.
This tendency toward -earliness
appears in all the progeny of the
‘Russell’ blueberry and is of great
commercial importance because
the earliest of the improved
blueberries often bring the highest
prices.”

White (1934)°: “When we started working together, Dr.
Coville had no stock of blueberry plants of uniform quality;
only a few hundred seedlings produced from two selected
plants; one a lowbush, the other a highbush, with which he
had been experimenting. My first task, therefore, was to
locate fine wild bushes to be divided and tested under
cultivation.”

White (1920): “In locating good bushes, | have depended
almost entirely on the people who pick wild berries for
market, and large size of the berry was the only point
considered in making the first selection.”

“The first five years of
blueberry work at Whitesbog
was entirely experimental.
It began in 1911 and not ‘till
1916 did we have any berries

to sell.” -z.c white -

White (1934): “Three bushes, which appeared promising,
were located during the summer of 1911, and the last bush
accepted for trial was found in 1916.”

White (1920): “To begin with we accepted plants with
berries half an inch in diameter, but they were so easily
found that we quickly raised our standard to 16 mm or about
% of an inch.”

White (1934): “During that period (1911-1916) it
happened that the total number (of bushes) accepted was an
even hundred.”

White (1934): “Each person who brought an acceptable
sample of berries was paid a dollar for putting labels on the
bush and in addition was liberally paid, according to his idea
of wages, for the time spent in guiding me to the bush. Their
interest and personal pride was aroused by telling the finder
of nearly every bush, “This may prove to be the best bush
ever found and I am going to name it for you.”

Berries % inches in diameter were brought me from a
wild bush during the summer of 1912. They gave a new
vision of the possible size of blueberries. | had never before
seen berries much, if any, larger than a half inch in diameter.
This variety was named Chatsworth from the village near
which it was found and the small plants produced by
division were tended with the greatest care. Dr. Coville used
it in his breeding. It was a disappointment when passing
years proved it of no value as a variety. The berries were soft
and mushy; their flavor was poor and the plant was subject
to disease. It also proved of little value as a parent in
breeding.

The best of the hundred bushes located was that found by
Rube Leek. In my notes on the variety, | at first used his full
name, but Dr. Coville said Leek
savored of onions and used in his
notes the name Rube. Rube! What
a name for so aristocratic a plant!
Finally on Dr. Coville’s sug-
gestion, a happy solution was
found in the name “Rubel”; the
finder's first name plus the initial
of his surname.”

White (1920): “Of the hundred
odd plants originally selected for
the size of their berries, only six proved worthy of
propagation for commercial fruit production. These are
known as the ‘Rubel’, ‘Harding’, ‘Sam’, ‘Dunfee’, ‘Adams’,
and ‘Grover’; each name perpetuating that of the discoverer
of the original plant.”

White (1934): “A portion of each of the more promising
wild bushes accepted for test at Whitesbog was given to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture in order to further Dr.
Coville’s work. He used them as parents in his blueberry
breeding. When the seedlings resulting from his crosses were
as large as they could be grown in two-inch pots they were
sent to Whitesbog to be grown in open fields for a testing of




the fruit. No two seedlings are exactly alike, though there is
a family resemblance between plants of the same parentage.

The testing of seedling blueberry plants at Whitesbog was
done under the terms of a formal contract between the
United States Department of Agriculture and Joseph J.
White, Inc.; first formulated in 1914,

The first five years of blueberry work at Whitesbog was
entirely experimental. It began in 1911 and not ‘till 1916 did
we have any berries to sell. The crop that summer amounted
to 21 bushels, and all not used in
the family were sold to the
Hudson River Day Line.”

White (1934): “We made an
effort last year (1933) to locate in
other parts of the country, plants
with berries % of an inch in
diameter, or just the size of a cent.
We offered $50.00 each for such
plants, packed according to
directions and delivered to the
nearest express office — we to pay
the transportation. The offer was advertised widely and |
received hundreds of samples, none of which approached the
best New Jersey berries in size. Our $50.00 offer still holds
good and the plants would be of great value in the breeding
work, especially if they came, from New England, about the
Great Lakes, from North Carolina or from some other
blueberry center, the climate of which differs appreciably
from that of New Jersey.”

On Breeding

Coville (1937): “The first cross-pollinations between
Russell and Brooks were made in the spring of 1911. Some
of the resulting first-generation hybrids were cross-
pollinated with each other in 1913. The resulting progeny,
about 3,000 hybrids of the first and second generations, was
grown to maturity in the field, with remarkable results.”

Coville (1937): “‘Brooks’ and ‘Sooy’ were cross-
pollinated in 1912. Nearly 3,000 seedlings of this parentage
were grown, to maturity in the field. Among them were two
plants that when propagated from cuttings became the
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improved blueberry varieties ‘Pioneer’ and ‘Katharine’.

White (1920): “Lowbush hybrids resulting from a cross
of ‘Brooks’ highbush (Vaccinium corymbosum) from New
Hampshire with a selected lowbush (Vaccinium
angustifolium) from the same state have been carried to the
second generation. From a practical standpoint these
lowbush hybrids promise to be very valuable. Among them
are plants yielding fruit which ripens in New Jersey as early
as that of the native wild lowbushes. The berries of the latter
are small and insipid, but the berries of some of the early
lowbush hybrids are large and of fine flavor. For New Jersey
they promise excellent berries ready for market from June
15" to 20",

“Probably the most elusive
and difficult thing to judge
in a new blueberry is its
flavor. After several hours
of tasting, all blueberries
taste alike, and they all

taste sour.” - 7.V. Covile -

Among other hybrids, plants can be selected which will
carry the blueberry season in New Jersey up to or beyond the
first of September.

What are probably the best of the hybrids are known as
620A (later named ‘Pioneer’) and 830C (later named
‘Katherine’). They were selected from upwards of 3000
seedlings of the ‘Brooks’-‘Sooy’ cross. ‘Brooks’, I have
already explained, is a New Hampshire highbush. Its largest
berries are 14 mm or more than %2 inch in diameter. ‘Sooy’ is
a highbush from New Jersey, the
largest berries of which reach 16 mm
or about % of an inch. On each of
the two seedlings the largest berries
reach a diameter of 18 mm. The
berries of 830C are later and average
a little larger than those of 620A.
Since the parents of these hybrids
were crossed, better wild plants have
been found. Some plants resulting
from crosses of these produced their
first berries last summer. Among
these one berry 20 mm in diameter was found. This
satisfactory progress leads us to believe that the best results
of the breeding work rest in the future and to look forward to
blueberries an inch in diameter.”

On Other Characteristics of Individual Plants

Coville (1937): “Probably the most elusive and difficult
thing to judge in a new blueberry is its flavor. After several
hours of tasting, all blueberries taste alike, and they all taste
sour. On a day in which many blueberries are to be tried for
flavor, | never swallow the berries | am tasting, and | taste
only those that appear promising from their size and other
visible qualities. Even with such precautions to conserve
one’s ability to distinguish flavors, it sometimes is necessary
to stop work in the field until one’s organs of taste have
recovered their faculty of discrimination.”

Coville (1937): “To avoid the introduction of new
blueberry varieties that are chiefly valuable to the grower
only, because of their productiveness and their shipping
quality, it has been the aim of the Department, in its
blueberry breeding, to consider the consumer also, and
especially to develop for his benefit varieties of high flavor.
As evidence of the faithfulness of this endeavor it may be
recorded that more than 300 seedling blueberry plants that
bore berries over three-quarters of an inch in diameter have
been destroyed because they did not come up to the
standards we have set for flavor.”

White (1920): “The individual characteristics which
make every seedling blueberry plant distinct from every
other are innumerable. In connection with the fruit, the
important differences include size, color, flavor, texture and
time of ripening. The berries on one plant may be gone
before those on another begin to ripen.



Of greatest importance, is the varying ability of plants to
resist injury by frost. A remarkable example of this was
observed early in my blueberry work. It was past the middle
of May when a hard freeze came. Such an event spells
disaster for cranberry growers, so the following day my
father and | were investigating the extent of the damage
when we observed two large blueberry bushes growing so
close together that their branches intermingled. On one the
young leaves, flowers and buds were uninjured, while on the
other they were completely blackened as by fire.

Our selected plants varied in their resistance to frost
injury, and the most tender have been discarded. None of
them however were very susceptible - we unwittingly
secured resistant plants because most of them were located
in years when wild blueberries were seriously injured by
frost.”

White (1920): “Among the blueberry diseases which are
under observation is one which transforms nearly mature
fruit into shriveled mummies instead of the luscious berries
they would normally become. Certain plants whose other
good points led us to consider them as a start for future
varieties were found susceptible to this mummy berry
disease and were discarded.” (probably the first mention of
mummy berry, Monilinia vacinii-corymbosi!)

On Future Prospects

White (1920): “The most serious check on the rapidity of
this development (i.e. expansion of the industry) will
probably be the difficulty of securing plants of the better
varieties. You know ten years ago “they” said blueberries
could not be started from cuttings. Mr. Coville has proven
that “they” were wrong. We have proven that blueberry
cuttings can be started with less elaborate equipment than
that employed by Mr. Coville, but it is not yet plain sailing
by any means, and our losses are heavy. Least year they
were 75% of all cuttings put in.

This year we are making nearly our whole stock of better
plants into cuttings. There will be approximately 100,000 of
them, and we believe we can avoid many of last year’s
pitfalls. We are confident that there are no insuperable
difficulties in the way of producing large quantities of the
best plants; but while these difficulties are being overcome
there will, for a few years certainly, be a shortage of plants.”

White (1920): “We believe that commercial blueberry
culture has a great future — that in a few years it will be
yielding large revenues from thousands of acres that are now
waste land.”

On the J.J. White Company and the Use of Cellophane

The J.J. White Company was the first company to use
clear cellophane to cover produce of any kind! Elizabeth
White’s hand-written note on the back of a printed-paper
box-cover that was in early use says: “This is a sample of the
first cover planned to use over quarts of blueberries. It was
used for several years before we knew anything about

“cellophane”. Sidney Hutton (a superintendent at the J.J.
White Co.) first saw the transparent plastic about a box of
Whitman’s candy. The president of the Whitman Co., as
blueberries were not considered competitive to candy, told
him where it could be purchased. It then was imported from
France and was not yet named “cellophane” which is a trade
name of DuPont’s.”

On Cultivars Developed at Whitesbog

At least 25 cultivars were selected and developed at
Whitesbog with the last definitively-documented releases
being ‘Burlington” and ‘Pemberton’ in 1939. Many
additional cultivars were tested at Whitesbog as indicated by
old plot maps, but after 1939 actual variety development and
testing appears to have been more closely associated with the
USDA program in Washington, D.C., the New Jersey
Agricultural Extension, and Rutgers University programs.

Whitesbog Today

With few exceptions, the buildings of Whitesbog Village
still stand. The village includes a general store and post
office, residential houses, workers cottages, a school house,
and berry processing buildings. Elizabeth White's house,
Suningive, built upon the original blueberry test field, still
stands. Suningive is surrounded by a garden that was famous
for its assemblage of native pine barrens plants. Adjacent to
the garden is the first blueberry field planted with rows of
alternating cultivars for cross-pollination dating from 1916.
The State of New Jersey purchased Whitesbog in 1967 from
the J. J. White Company using Green Acres Preservation
funds. Today, Whitesbog is being preserved through the
cooperative effort of the Whitesbog Preservation Trust, the
New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry, and Brendan T.
Byrne State Forest. To find out more about Whitesbog visit
www.whitesbog.org. m

Footnotes

! Reproduced from Ehlenfeldt, M.K. 2009. Domestication of the Highbush
Blueberry at Whitesbog, New Jersey, 1911-1916. Acta Horticulturae
810:147-152; DOI: 10.17660/ActaHortic.2009.810.17.

2 Coville, F.V. 1937. Improving the Wild Blueberry. U.S. Department of
Agriculture Yearbook 1937:559-574.

® Parenthetical comments in italics have been added to clarify certain
quotes.

* White, E.C. 1920. Development of the Cultivated Blueberry. Wilder
Medal Address to the American Pomological Society. Whiteshbog
Preservation Trust archives.

5 Coville is referred to as both “Mr.” and “Dr.”. Both are correct; Coville
earned a B.A. from Cornell, but later (1921) received an honorary
doctoral degree from George Washington University in recognition
of his blueberry work.

® White, E.C. 1934. The Development of Blueberry Culture. Address to
the Philadelphia Soc. for the Promotion of Agriculture. Whiteshog
Preservation Trust archives.

Other articles of interest

Coville, F.VV. 1910. Experiments in Blueberry Culture. U.S. Department
Agriculture, Bureau of Plant Industry Bulletin 193, 100 pp.

Coville, F.V. 1921. Directions for Blueberry Culture. U.S. Department
Agriculture Bulletin 974, 24 pp. m



Celebrating the 33rd Annual
Whitesbog Blueberry Festival

by Allison Pierson

Summer food festivals in South Jersey may be
commonplace, but there was nothing common about the
2016 Whitesbog Blueberry Festival. Celebrating 100 years
of blueberry cultivation in the village where it all happened,
and being able to walk through the restored worker’s
cottages and the home of Elizabeth Coleman White, the
woman who believed blueberries could be grown
commercially and partnered with Frederick Coville to make
it happen, made it the kind of heritage food festival you can’t
find just anyplace. Add to that the focus on local Pinelands
music, arts, crafts and community and that the two day
festival was run by volunteers ranging in age from 4 years
old to their 90’s and you had a wonderful old-fashioned
family-friendly country weekend.

Each year Whitesbog Preservation Trust works to enhance
the festival to make it more enjoyable for visitors. This
year’s Blueberry Festival expanded the good times in many
ways:

- Two days of festival: June 25 & June 26

- Extended hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

- More vendors: 60 artists and crafters, 15 food vendors
and gourmet snacks

- More friends groups, authors and artisan wood-
workers and weavers

- More live local music: 12 bands on the main stage
and a side stage with local artists

- More sponsors: 20 local businesses and families

- More buildings to explore: The Whitesbog Gallery
showcased the All Blueberry Art Show in a
restored worker’s cottage completed this year

- More historian and ecologist led wagon tours and talks
in the Barrel Factory

- More BLUEBERRIES!

Live bands took the stage both days including the bluegrass
band Bad Dogz. Photo by P. Smith.
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Children enjoyed face painting, the pie-eating contest,
blueberry-pie crafts, games, vintage machines, farm
equipment, and wagon rides. Photo by J. Pierson.

While our own crop of blueberries succumbed to late
frosts, the local blueberries from Walter Adams Farm in
Browns Mills were scooped up by visitors by the case-load
and we had to run back over to the farm to restock on
Sunday. Our General Store blueberry jams and preserves
also sold out and our neighbor Pine Barrens Native Fruits
came to the rescue with cases of their Tru-Blue Berry Jam.
Blueberry ice cream and sundaes donated by White Dotte
Dairy Bar & Grill were a hot item on the warm day and deep
fried blueberries from Brother Bear BBQ were amazing. The
blueberry baked goods including pies, pound cakes, muffins,
cupcakes and cookies were a sweet treat to enjoy while
relaxing in the shade of the picnic grove and listening to
bluegrass, country, Americana, western, rock, traditional or
Celtic music on stage. We also enjoyed two days of
blueberry pie eating contests for kids with winners getting
festival t-shirts announcing “I Love Blueberries”!

Whitesbog Preservation Trust, the non-profit that cares
for and restores the village, depends so much on the
Blueberry Festival to allow us to continue our mission of
maintaining the village and educating the public about the
role it played in New Jersey agricultural history. We depend
on many generous community members who help make it
happen each year, from the staff at Brendan T. Byrne State
Forest (in which Whitesbog Village is located), the educators
at the Pinelands Institute for Natural and Environmental
Studies at Rowan College at Burlington County (who share
use of the village buildings), The Pinelands Antique Engine
Association who set up vintage engine displays, provide
wagon tours and maintain the blueberry fields year-round,



Friends enjoy some ice cream in the shade of the picnic
grove. Photo by J. Pierson.

Pine Barrens Native Fruits farm staff that volunteered time
grading the sand roads for wagon rides and driving, Joe
Willis, local musician and DJ at Z889 and our volunteer
emcee, The Pemberton Township CERT team that helped
organize car parking on our airstrip, White Dotte Dairy Bar
and Grill that donated ice cream and supplies, and our
wonderful sponsors including Beneficial Bank, Deborah
Heart and Lung Center, Pine Island Cranberry Co., J.W.
Jenkins & Sons Well Drilling, Impact Remodeling LLC,
Renewal by Andersen, Scenic New Jersey, Marketing Gurus,
LLC, Central Jersey Equipment, Five Star Home Foods Inc.,
Geoscape Solar, Red Lion Diner, Fall Creek Farm and
Nursery Inc., New Jersey Conservation Foundation,
DiMeglio Septic Inc., Dave and Terri Chiddenton, and John
and Rosanne Bornholdt. Funding was made possible in part
by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of
State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the
Arts through a grant to the Burlington County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. All proceeds from the Festival benefit
the ongoing operations of the Whitesbog Preservation Trust,
by supporting the protection and interpretation of Historic
Whitesbog Village.

The Blueberry Festival makes all of the events in the
village possible and this year there will be plenty of events.
Our Fiddlin’ in the Forest series returns for the month of
August with a new concert on stage every Saturday night.
Bird walks, family nature hikes, botany walks, Moth Night,
and Perseid Meteor Shower viewing are some of the
volunteer-led nature activities. Living History events
introduce the public to actors that bring historic Whitesbog
figures to life in Summer blueberry and Fall cranberry-
themed activities. Sunset wagon tours and S’mores will
return this year as well as Holiday crafting and arts
workshops and shows in the gallery. Talks on the history of
blueberries and cranberries continue at local libraries, garden

clubs and retirement villages. Agriculture Museum open
houses will allow visitors to explore more of our collections
and monthly tours starting at our General Store give behind-
the scenes access to our buildings and museums. Volunteers
and Trust members make all of this happen and we welcome
new participants at our monthly volunteer workdays and
both individuals, families and groups are encouraged to
contact us for engaging service projects and activities. Keep
up with our programs at www.whitesbog.org/calendar or on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/whitesbog.preservation
trust/nhome.

We have already begun planning for next year’s
Blueberry Festival (our 34" Annual!) and welcome your
suggestions and feedback. Our event survey can be found
here: https://goo.gl/forms/JCBeSGsASNns6IsZe2 or you can
email suggestions to us at whitesbogpreservationtrust
@gmail.com. We invite you to join us throughout the year to
experience Whitesbog in all seasons and get to know the
uncommon events in this unique and beautiful New Jersey
heritage center.m

Native plant lovers found highbush blueberry, pitcher plants,
mountain laurel, and more for sale. Photo by J. Pierson.

The Mission of the Trust is to restore, protect
and enhance historic Whitesbog Village,
in order to preserve the White family legacy
and to inspire audiences of all ages to
experience:

- the origins and innovations of cranberry and
blueberry cultivation
- the rich culture and unigue ecology of the
New Jersey Pine Barrens.
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August

20 - Fiddlin’ in the Forest Music 6:30 p.m.
The Basement Musicians. 12 & up $5/person, children
under 12 are FREE.

20 - Moonlight Walk 7 p.m.
Sturgeon Moon. Listen to the night sounds of the Pines,
learn about Whitesbog and experience the seasonal
changes of the Pinelands. Walks are 3-5 mi. long, and
led by experienced leaders. $5 donation/person,
reservations requested.

26 - Whitesbog Paint Party!

Create your own piece of blueberry-inspired art in the
Barrel Factory. Advance reservations preferred. $35/
person which includes a glass of wine and light snacks.
For more details, email WhitesbogEvents@gmail.com.

27 - Fiddlin’ in the Forest Music 6:30 p.m.
Full Moon Risin’. 12 & up $5/person, children under 12
FREE.

28 - Blueberry Music Jam 11am.-2p.m.
Calling all music lovers and musicians! Join experienced
musicians in an open jam session on the porch of the
General Store. All acoustic musicians are welcome from
every music genre. FREE activity.

September

General Store Family Fun Activity 10a.m.-4p.m.

Weekends from Sept. to Nov.
Stop into the General Store Classroom for a seasonal
family fun activity. Use craft supplies to create a leaf
rubbing with leaves from seasonal native plants while
you explore the types of fauna at Whitesbog. Free.

3 - Volunteer Work Day 10 a.m. -3 p.m.
Join our volunteers in outdoor or indoor projects in the
village. You can choose from helping to clear trails and
garden paths, lending a hand in the General Store or
helping to organize our office cottage supplies for
events! Everyone shares lunch in the General Store.

9 - Family Hike 10 a.m.
Explore the sights and sounds of our tralls Meet up in
front of the General Store on the 2™ Friday of every
other month. Reservations encouraged, but not required.
You can register via whitesbog.org/calendar; a $5/family
donation requested.

10 — Whitesbog Village Tour 1p.m.
Stroll the Historic Village, learn about Whitesbog’'s
history, and visit Suningive, Elizabeth White’s historic
home, the worker's cottages and other buildings of
Whitesbog’s heritage. $5 donation/person, advance
reservations requested but not required - 609-893-4646.

17 - Film Screening, Art, and Music Event: ‘Middle

of Nowhere’ 5-11p.m.
An outdoor documentary film screening, contemporary
art exhibition, and music event that explores our
relationship to the remaining American wild places.
Tickets available online through Eventbrite and
Facebook: middleofnowhere2016@eventbrite.com

17 - Moonlight Walk 7 p.m.
Harvest Moon. (See May 21 listing for details).
24 - Yoga in the Pines 9a.m.

Join us for a special program in our village green. A rain
or shine event, if inclement weather we will relocate the
class to the barrel factory. Advance registration is
preferred, $10/person and is available via EventBrite.

24 - Smithsonian Museum Day Live!

at the Agriculture Museum 10 a.m.-4p.m.
Tour the artifacts of blueberry and cranberry farming
innovation. Play with sand bogs and flood water in the
sand table and look at original farm implements and
historic photographs of farm life in the early 1900's. Fun
FREE family activity.

25 - Crafting in the Art Gallery! 1p.m.
Bring your children for craft time. This month we will
explore tree seeds and create something to take home.
Pre-registration encouraged, but not required. To
register, please visit whitesbog.org/calendar.

October
General Store Family Fun Activity 10a.m. -4 p.m.
Weekends from Sept. to Nov. (See September)

1 - Whitesbog Volunteer Work Day 10 a.m. -3 p.m.
(See Sept. 3)

1 - Historic Whitesbog Village Tour 1p.m.
(See Sept. 10).
1-Tour de Pines 8 a.m.

A multi-day bike tour of the Pinelands organized by The
Pinelands Preservation Alliance. The riders will
assemble at 8 a.m. and leave at 9 a.m. on either of 2
loops, 18 miles or 50 miles, later returning to Whitesbog
Village. For additional details visit PPA’s website:
http://www.pinelandsalliance.org/exploration/ppaprogra
ms/tourdepines/#day4.

5- Elizabeth White’s 145th Birthday! 6:30 p.m.
Join us in ECW’s historic home Suningive, for coffee, tea
and cake along with WPT archivist and speaker
Albertine Senske. Reservations required, $5/person
donation. Call 609-893-4646 or email us at
whitesbogpreservationtrust@gmail.com for reservations.



http://www.pinelandsalliance.org/exploration/ppaprograms/tourdepines/#day4
http://www.pinelandsalliance.org/exploration/ppaprograms/tourdepines/#day4

2016 Whitesbog Board of Trustees

John Joyce, Pres.
Joseph Darlington 2™ V.
Janet Felt, Sec.

Perdita Connolly
Thomas Besselman
Lise Mainor

Meetings Mondays at 6:30 p.m., General Store

Sept. 26; Oct. 24; Dec. 5
Sun. Nov. 5, 10 a.m. Board

Staff

Allison Pierson, Director

Jennifer Rubeo, Bookkeeper/ Assistant

Newsletter
Mark Ehlenfeldt & Allison Pi

Committees - 2016
ADA -Sharon Goodman

Agricultural Museum - Ted Gordon

Archives - Albertine Senske

Buildings & Restoration - John Joyce

Education - Lise Mainor
Events - Caroline Weigle
Finance and Fund Raising -

General Store - MariAnne Torres

Interpretive Planning - Rick Prickett

Landscape and Garden - Mark Szutarski
Marketing & Communications - Mark Ehlenfeldt

Membership - Roni Detrick

Nominating & Personnel - John Joyce
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Whitesbog is administered by the State of New Jersey, Department of
Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Forestry as part of the Brendan T.

Richard Prickett, V.P.

Byrne State Forest.

P. Terri Chiddenton, Treas. & The Whitesbog Preservation Trust has received a General Operating Support Grant
Jeffery Macechak for fiscal year 2016, and a 2016 Special Project Grant from the New Jersey
Mary Thomas-Pressley ;E:L::*L‘EV Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State.

Roni Detrick %L%  Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the

Arts/ Department of State, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Burlington
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Department of Resource Conservation,
Division of Parks.

) . [«,‘ : \ The Whitesbog Preservation Trust has received a Recreational Trail Grant from the
Mtg.; Noon, Membership Mtg. 6/!‘ Department of Environmental Protection and the Federal Highway Administration
=% for Trail Restoration & Enhancement during 2015 & 2016.

erson - Editors

Allison Pierson

Living History events highlight the blueberry and cranberry harvest seasons.
Cranberry Living History Tour — October 23, 2016, 1 - 3 p.m.
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