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The 19th annual Whitesbog Blueberry Festival will be held tomorrow in Pemberton Township.
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Visitors to the Whitesbog Biueberry Festival in Pemberton Townshlp can take wagon tours

Whltesbog fest serves fun, blueberries 1 in Pemberton Twp

Tracy Stodmck of Pemberton Township dishes out
servings of blueberry pie during last.year's event..

By David Levinsky
BCT staff writer

dlevinsky @ phillyBurbs.com

rue blues are hard to find.
Until 86 years ago, you
would be hard-pressed to
find anything remotely
close to the juicy blueber-
ries that dot the Pinelands Iand-
scape today.

That’s because the cultivated
blueberry wasn’t invented until
1916, the year U.S. Department
of Agnculture researcher :
Fredrick Coville moved to the S
village of Whitesbog.

Coville and Elizabeth Whlte
the daughter of village cran-
berry magnate J.J. White,
developed the fruit from
the small sour huckleber-
ry of the area.

The rest is history.

Which is exactly
what the organizers of
tomorrow’s 19th annual
Whitesbog Blueberry
Festival seek to preserve,
since all proceeds of the
country celebration, held to
commemorate Coville’s and White’s
invention, will go to preserving
Whltesbog itself.

“This is our major fund-raiser,” said
Sue Goldstein, public-relations coordi-
nator for the W'hitesbog Preservation
Trust. “This year we're looking to raise
enough money to restore the old barrel

factory and warehouse.” . . . .

19th annual Whitesbog
Blueberry Festival

Where: Historic Whitesbog Village, at
mile marker 13 on Floute 530 in Pemberton
Township

When: Tomorrow “9 am.to4 p-m. Rain
date is Sunday. -

Admission: $5 per car for parking
Information: (609).893-4646

: She said the trust wants

to turn the factory into a
meeting room. The warehouse is
being targeted as an agnculture
museumn.

More than 4,000 ws:bors are
expected to descend on the historic vil-
lage, which in its heyday was one of
the largest cranberry and blueberry

plantations on the East Coast.

Although the village’s popular
pick-your-own blueberry field is bar-
ren this year due to spring frosts,
Goldstein said the star fruit would
still be in plentiful supply.

Fresh blueberries are bemg
shipped in from a Pemberton :
Township farmer. The festival desert
tables will still be packed with such
berry treats as blueberry pies, dough-
nuts, muffing, fritters, sundaes and
cheesecake.

Besides sampling blueberry foods,
visitors can watch a wild bird be
released; pet an alpaca, the smaller
cousin to the llama; or witness a
demonstration of wooden canoe con-

. _struction. Brave festivalgoers can also

investigate a live beehive or partake

M in several science activities presented

by the Garden State Discovery
Museum.

Traditional favorites such as walk-
ing tours through the village and its
surrounding forests and wetlands will
be back, Goldstein said, as will plenty
of bluegrass and Pinelands folk music.

The recently restored Whitesbog
General Store will be open for busi-
ness, as will Suningave, the home of
Ehzabeth White, and other v1]lage

Whltesbog power station: 9
am. and 4 p.m.

M Tours of Elizabeth
White home: 10 a.m., noon
and 2 p.m.

B Antique tractor
parade: 9:40 a.m.

i3] Wild bu‘d release: 1

e following performers
will entertain on the village
commons: Dave Orleans,
songwriter, storyteller and
educator; Jim Albertson,
New Jersey folk singer;
The Sugar Sand
Ramblers; Valerie
Vaughn and the Decoys;
Glen Holly and Ben
Waldeck; and Home
Cookin’.




‘Sharon
Shinn of
Pemberton
Township
wears a
blueberry hat
during last
year's festival.
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Austin Cochrane (left) of Pemberton Borough keeps
himself cool, while a screech (above) from the Cedar
Run Wildlife Refuge awaits its release back to the wnld
during the festival last year. >
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