.30~

The male tree that I found & few days ago seems to be the most remarkabls male
tree I have seen. I am sorry I did mol krow about it when you were here,

As for the oranpe-berried tree; it is very beautiful, tut 1 am not sure that it
will conpare with the resl red ones. for & novelty, it might be welcome.

The holly exiibit in Boston uss awarded e medal by the New Inglard Wild Flower
Society as an educationsl exhibit in growing ome of our most important native trees.
I om receiving a good many letiers asking about holly trees,

Wilfred Wheeler
% o W 96 48 3 6 % R B ¥ B
Nove 21 |

The cuttings were in fine order, moist and fresh as if they had jJust been packed,
The foliage of "Edward Thomas" is certainly remarkable for its beauty. IHow large is
the tree?

Are you expecting to serd cuttings of the other two trees we lwaied in the woods?
They were near the Girl Scoubs' camp, were they not?

The first cuttings, which weé put in the last of August and the following two weeks,
now have many good roots. I am hoping to pot up 1,000 to 2,000 of these next Janvary
and to get small plants with berries on them for Christmas 'h2,

We have always had c¢onsidersble bloom on the euttings in the greenhouse. There
has never been any caré in poliinating these cutilings, nor have we used the new fruite
setting chemicals, i-’éevex-theless, we have gotten a small percentage of the 1little
plants with berrlies on themy though the greater number of varisties dropped their
berriss when such plants were potted af'ter the first new prowth had hardened about
the erd of Hay or early June. iue work hag been done thiz late because of the diffi-

culty of fittirg it i with ihe yush opring seasone Thiv year 7 sx piaming to pot as

many a8 I ean ir veavuary vefore zuy top growhs io modes L ry scliew vorke out and I
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find there is & demand for such plants, I shall bo warranted in asking for move preen-

house aspace to care for tham,

Elizazbeth C. White

LR R 2 I 3 2 IE R A

Fovember 1941

The cuttings were all named; there were about 200 from the "St, Arm" tree and
about 100 from "8t. Mary”., I think we had better omit the final s,

As for the vheeler #3 and #2, these sre trees which I have in the woods and are
good, nrot outstanding but better than the average. 7The Allen tree is the one you will
recall as being in the open. This tree has taken all kinds of weather; other than that
I do not conmider it of particular value, You might keep some of it for stock,

Jou wrote that the Peekskill Mursery in Peekskill, ¥,Y,, is advertising grafted
hollies from Massachusetts trees, but you certainly have the largest stock from good
sources. As it looks now, I shall need about 200 plamts. It may he best for me to
get them with the truck; I shall lst you know about this later., I am locking forward
to the named plants which you sre going to give to me, and T an preparing places for
trenm this fall,

In the package of cuttings 1s an orange~fruited variety that T nemed "laurs
“homag" after the wife of the mesn who owng the tree. We shall have to distinguish
it from your "laura” in some wsy.

By the way, I have made arranpgaments to move the "Dopothy" tree to my placs and
also several other good-looking trees which ware near it.

I am indeed glad you think T have ercouraped yon in your holly work, It 1s such
a plsasurs to work with you, for T fg2l 1ike an amateur esmpared with what vou Xmow,

I have learned o~ ~nh fron voq shioud what 4o look for dn hellins, T Cind wyself
lockieg for the t!inrs ou have snocken al nd teldrpe very hardebheailed over a *vee which

dogs not have those o161l ios,

B
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I have permission to scout a section near Rochester, Mass., a good deal north
of us, I have heard that there are some fine hollies there. It seems to me there
will always be a call for good hollies, even though they may not be outstanding,
These oan be propagated and sold as better than average., Rochester isz in the wldest
section of Massachusetts that grows héllies abundantly; it is about forty miles back
from the sea.

I have heard of a place in Rhode Island which has some fine hollies. However,
I find that peopls know so little about that subject that almost anything looks good

to theme

Wilfred Wheeler
LR R R R I
Fovember 25, 19h1

Almost thirty-five years ago, when on the Cardern Committee of the Massachusetts
Horticultwral Sccisty, I visited a gardern in Marion in which there were sémo holly
trees. lLooking over some old pictures the other night, I came across a picture of
cne of these trees. I went to Marion today to see it.

The place is still in the same family, but what a change. The hurricane wipsd
almost everything off the point, including the large house and several others, but
the holly tree and several others which I had forgotten were still starding, n
spite of the fact that twenty feet of salt water had covered them, all are in splendid
condition and especially the one that I had remembered, The tree reminds mo somowhat
of the "Oriscom" holly in that it is much the same shape, although not as large, being
somewhat better than 35 feet. It also reminds me somewhat of a large edition of
"5te Mary" in thet the leaves are very cloce and dark, The fruit is borne more like
that of 'Bt. Amn", The trec sireade ghout &F feol ot the baso, lub has a straisht
trunke It 1s not neavily fruited this seuson, Y ut ore sids ic guite good and sugpests

what it might be il fully covered. I £hall send you some evtiings ard hope to get a
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plcture to give you 2 better idea of the tree, though I have never found a holly tree
which takes a good picture,
The trees in Rochester were not good; moazt of them had little fruit.

Wilfred Wheeler
3 B 4 % % N OB NN B R
November 26, 19h1

Will you be so0 good as to write your procedure in planting holly? I remember
that you told me, among other things, you tramped in a bag of fresh osk leavea for each
tres., Ve are planning to give more space to holly in our rew cireulsr, mmd I ghould
like to inelude your directions for planting.

You sugpest that in getting berries on the holly cuttings it would be advisadble
to have some large male plants in the greenhouse. ¥e have tried this; but in the
absence of bees, the pollen does not spread effectively, mxperience indicates the
probability of certain strains of holly setting berries quite early without pollemn,
and the Boyce Thowpson Institute has discovered that cartain of the root hormones will
cause the setting of berries, though the geeds of such fruit will not sprout.

I am making a very serious effort to get from 1,000 to 2,000 ong~year old plants

%h borries for Christmes °L2 and am planning to use the hormone on them,

Elizabeth C, White i
R EEEE R RN EE
Vovember 28, 1941
That "Edward Thomas" tree is one of the most beautiful I have ever seen, It is
about 10 to 12 feet high and very symmetrical. I wish you could have seen the trees
whers the orange~fruited ore come {romg they have toen plonted about ter years ard
have made wonder :) -rowta. £1L ~re eollectad treans, ord on the whole very good,

There are some 1. to 20 of thems ‘iost people in startiny with hollies, plant them
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too close, and these trees are no exeception. 5d is moving sowe of them this fall,
Fortunately, he knows how to do 1t.

T am glad to learn that the cuittings sre rooting so soon, I think you could get
bloom on the young plants, but that it would be advisable to have some larger males in
the greevhouse, |

Yas, I am getting some more of the cuttings from the Mashpee area very soon, I

may be abls to get some from Rochester,

Wilfred Wheeler
# W B P NN NN
November 30, 19h1

This is the method I use in planting hollies as permanent trees. I make a hole
at least three feet in diameter and as deep, although this depends somewhat upon the
soil, If the soil is good, I only twrn it over ¢o the depth of three feet. The hole
is £illed with ozk leaves, dry or partially decompossd and trodden in hard; thern the
best of the acil which cawe from the hole is put on top of the osk leaves and this,
too, is trodden down, This should bring the hole to sbout the place where the tree
ean be set, If the tree is small, you can fill the hole completely and use a mixture
of the best soil with ocak leafmold, rotted manure, and old sods preferably from the
woods, I also use ground tobacco stems and some cottonseed meal - in a hole of this
size, ebout one pound of each thoroughly mixed with the top soil,

I believe thet even in seiting small trees which are to be permenent, this methed
should be useds I am preparing to set about 5C0 in the spring and shall follow the
method, using furrows instead of holes,

When I was ir the woods yesterday, I came acrrss saverzl very pondelooking
trees, and I am sendin: vov a szrele of the it from ore of tiome . have come to
the conclusion that the tire of (ree revresented Ly "St. Ann” of the Yilson place is

the best of our typas, and ' am finding it repesated in many places in the woodse
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Thege trees are in the section where I took you through the bars ard down the cow
pasture; there are over 100 acres of holly, and 1t is well-fruited this season,
You will recall the tall tree we looked aty it is very fine now,

¥Most of the trees have very little new wood; but ss I have a collecting permit
for this sres, T am going to move se§3r31 to my place and cut others back so that
there will be new wood another year, I am convinced that this is the best area on
the Cape, for it is one of the oldest arnd pretty much untouched.

Under cultivation this type of tree has much bstier foliage and more glossy
fraity this is the reason for the color on the "St, Amm" tree. I am sure that I have
at least six as good as "3t, Ann" in these woods. You will see by the size of the
berries that they are as large under wild conditions as "St, Ann" under cultivation.
T found & small tree in a garden in the same locality, snd of this type it has the
largest fruit I have ever seen on an I. opaca.

Wilfred ¥heeler
TR R I R N
Tecerber 1, 19h1
I am mailing to you today a box of about 200 cuttings from a tree which I am

raming "Helen Makepeace®, This tree is on the property of William Makepeace, and I
have a relative Helen Makepeace which will give the personal touch to the name. The
tree is one of the finest I have found, more in its gerneral make-up than in any one
particular. The fruit iz so bright that it really shines.

We have had a miserable gurming season whean it was unsafe to ge inte the woods,
I hope that I car now do the things T have had to delay on this account.

The Yashpee trees ars not so gnod g the above.

“ilfred Wheeler
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