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I see a bright future for some man who will put his all into a holly orchard.

The trees at St. Mary's are very fine as are those at the Quinn place. One of
the trees at the latter place is so densely covered with berries that the foliage is
smothered. The fruit does not have an attractive color; otherwise, the tree is a
wonder, |

The cuttings I put in this fall are rooting batter than eny I tried in the past 3
most were in sand before September Tth, and many show roots. Some varieties, of
course, are better than others. OUn the whole, the prospects are good,

hank you for the holliss., The Army damaged some of the last lot, but I patched
them up and they are recovering. I wish you could gee what the Army did %o one of
the best ssctions of holly., It was terrible.

¥Wilfred vheeler
LA B IR - R
Decenber 8, 153

I was interested to learnm of ths considerable demend for cut holly which you
have boen unable to fill, This year, for the first time, we have a hegvy setting of
berries on many of our 1little holly trees., We have sold many trees, but have many
others uhich will be better for rather drastic pruning, so we shall have quite a QuaNe
tity of cut holly which could be sold,

I am sending you samples of the prunings., I am rather troutled atout the quale
ity of the foliage; much of it is of poer color, largely dus to the severs drought
which we suffered in late summer and fall, tut it may also be dus to an insufficlient
supply of nitregen to halance the heavy crop of berries. You will remember that ocur
field is so uneven in quality, and wherever the rows oross slight ridges deficient
in hum:s, the folizre 1z of poorer colore

I have seri similer varplip v . E. Pennock Sominy, wholesale florisca in

Fhilsdelphia, rut have rot et had time to hear Irom tieme It is rather late to
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begin negotiations for the Christmas market, but perheps something can be mmwmc ot

A few weeks ago I had a visit from F. L. O'Rourke %hom T think you know. He is

connected with the Beltsville, Md., station and has paid much attention to the various

strains of holly under cultivation., He told me that the "Howard" was selected by

Dr. Hume and is, in hie opinion, the most besutiful Ilex opaca that he knows., We also

said that for some time this variety was thought to have perfect flowers; but while
the stamens are there, they do not produce pollen. ¥r, O'Rourke found that plantings
of "Howard" did not produce many berries until a number of wild holly trees were met
close to them. Among the wild holly trees were various staminate specimens whish
ripen their pollen a fow days apart. Mr, O'Rourke expressed the opinion that in any
holly planting there should be several strains of staminate plants, sinee no one :
gtralin eould be depended upon to ripan its pollen in successive ‘yﬁm during the fouw
days that the pistillste flowers of any pertieular ptrain were in receptive condition,
I h@o this is not trus, for it complicates the problem of securing good crops of
berries, ‘ |

Elizabeth C. White
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Dacember 10, 1943

I wish I had some of your holly, for there is very little onm the Cape this season,

And the squirrels are cating the berries in a way T have never ssen them do befors,

The grouad under the trees which have fruited is coversd with the outer akin of holly

berries. I found one tree which had been stripped of its fruit, This local econdition

is made possible by the shorit crop of other food and the large rumber of red sguirrels

and field mice., The lalter are eating the berries rear the ground,

I came acrose sowething interesting the other day, "n my advice last vear, a man

who had a fine 0!, irce which w2o rot doing wzll, »at his pizs in a pen gbout the
tree. This ye 1 cador of the £5%zce ovd She frudt o3 tue beat T had ever reen

on this tree, - irow that hullilsg will stard 231 kinds of fe-ding; in Tact, I shall




-

try hen manure on some of my trees this winter., It is not safe to mpply it in the
spring. This is old manure, st11l strong, and I plan an inch muleh arourd the trees,

I saw good results in Rhode Tsland where the hollles were rmulehed with pig manure,

As for the "Howard" holly, T inow it is not a pure I. opaca. It grew here just
1ike an I. aguifoliums in one year it made a growth of 3 feet, which killed baek,
roots and alle I'm sure it ie a hybrid, I undomtoodkfmm Batchelor that the original
tree was in Forth Caroline,

I know O'Rourke quite well and we have had considerable correspondence, I dont'g
know how mmch he knows about the problem of pollenization, In faet, T do not Xnow anye
one who does, for thers are many things to explain in this direction, I wonder how he
would explain that "St, Mary® and "St. Am" trees have borne successive crops of berries
for twelwe years, and there is only one mals tree on the Island! ¥y opinion, after
‘eving the gpreat quantities of insects which work on the pollen of the mele trees, is
that, uglaas the weather is so bad the inseets eannot work, it would be impossible for
& flower on the pistillate tree not to be fertilized.

T an glad to learn that Tingle says "Woward" is not hardy with him. T still
think "Howard" would wake a fine pot plant for am’ﬁd.-eold greenhouse, btut T an not
interssted in producing a plant which is not hardy, T thirk we are right in striving
to get the best hardy hollies, . ‘

I 2m plamning to send you in the spring the best of the seleetions T have mdé o
other than those you already heve., If you have room for them in the greenhouse, I
should be inclined to send them this winter, provided the greundﬁ does not freeze too
quickly. DBy potting small plentz in the £21l ard carrying them over in a éold graon-
house, I find they start nuch earlier and make new growth which is greater then that

on plants left ouvtdoors; in other words, they really make “mo yvears in one,

A1rad Thoe lee



