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have something outstarding in their special type of beauty, T am inclined to drop
their propagation,
The tree which you say would be & wonder as & sowrce for cut sprays seems to me
to be warthy of special asttention. Do you mot think that the greatest ultimate use
of our native holly will bte in crchards for the production of eut helly for Christmas?
If you have the opportunity of visiting this holly again before spring, may I
suggest that yon notice espscizlly whether the growth of the past seagon is sufficlertly
long and vigerous to provide good cutting material. (n most large trees, it is not,
I tried for several years to get cuttings from the "Oriscom™ tree stnﬂcd, but had no
success until after the branches had been severely troken,
| iffer the "Oriscon® froe had been broken, there were at least two truck loads of
branches on the ground. It was just the right time of year to teke holly cuttings,
I gathered the most promising materislfrom the broksn brarches but had no better luck
in rooting cuttings then T had had $n previous years. Nowsver, from the stub of every
broken branch there was a big bunch of vigorous srrouts, the best kind of entting moter-
fal. We thinned out these sprouts two years in succession and thus got 2 good stard
with this fine variety. |
You certainly wonld not wart to treat any tree as severely as the storm trested
the "Griseom® holly. It might be well, however, to prune some of the brarches rether
hard in hﬁpea of securing better cuttings next fall whern we may be gble to use the |

greerhouss again.

Elizabetr C, White
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I ghall treat the trao ¢ good deal o8 you cald the "Crireon” trece was treated by
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@ the a'hm'm, thay iu, 1+ = pii o pwung A ocoveroly g0 fean 1 1Y woe a lot of new growth

next season. .nic in tho only was to pet gocd ecuitines ouickly., The tree of "Emily"
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wag nearly destroyed by the Army; but even being half-upreoted and haoked to plecas,
it yielded over 200 good cuttings last year. The dry summer finished the tree, sc Y
have only the young plants. Portunately, there ave at least 200 which will make @
good start,

I have been thinking about the problems of hirds eating holly berries, ard have
learned quite a lot this winter, The blueberries were killed by frost in Yay and so
no dried frailt was carried into the winter; this was true of all wild berries. Thus
the birds have been after the holly berries and much earlier, I cannot quite agree
with the belief in flavor, for T have tasted all kinds and to ne 21l are astringert
and bitter. Also, ornithologiste tell me that birds like astringent a3 well as sweet
fruits. You know how robins eat chokeecherries when plenty of tlueberries are availe
able. I have a row of choke~cherries near the house and in summer the robins begin
te eat the cherries befors they are half-colored, when to my taste they are bitter
erough to he repulsive; even when ripe, they are as bitter as a wild persimmen. I
have found that squirrels store verries;y starlings like holly berries; ard this winter
@ hernit thrush hes eaten all the berries on a holly ureath hanging on the front door.
I was also surprised to see that chickadees ean swallow a holly berry, If other food
were available, birds would net eat so many holly berries, With then, I feel sure it
is largely a scarcity of food; with squirrels, it is a different matter,

Do you know anything about the recuperative power of hollies after complete defole
iation? So many trees suffersd in this manrer frem the hurricane, that I am wondering
what effect winter will have on theme T could believe that ther wonld recover if
defoliation had occurred in winter or early springs but it seems to me that they will
suffer from standing lcafless in all the winter eold, Vhen fires have defoliated trees,
they have started arain from the Lotdom,

Is the Holly Cro-mittze doing am thing *his wrirtor?

Wilfred Wheeler
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