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POSSIBILITIES OF GARDED
BLUEBERRY_ CULTAVATION
ERR

What the Results of Recent Experi-
ments in Culture Have

¥ Shown |

Washington, March 28.—It is now

‘_possible for almost anyone to cultivate
|in the home garden the once exelu-
isively wild blueberry.
. Thi;; has been made possible through
[ tlu? discovery of the berry’s special re-
| Guirements through the experimental
| scientific work of Dr, F. V. Coville,
of t‘he United States Department of
‘Agriculture, and the practical cultural
‘methods developed, in conjunction with
ithe department, by Miss Elizabeth C.
‘White on the cranberry property of
ther father at Whitesbog, N. J.

The spring planting season may
make some of the now avatlable in-~
formation of interest to the home
|gardener, 4 g Auiyd
| These experiments have shown that
blueberries prefer a light, sandy, acid
soil containing an abundance of par- |
‘tially rotted vegetable matter or peat.
If natural blueberry soil is not avail-
able, your garden may easily be pre-|
pared by mixing with the surface soil |
a liberal quantity of partially rotted
leaves, pine needles, sawdust or chip'
dirt from an old wood pile. If the soil
is clay, the addition of some sand will
!heneﬁt it. |
| The highbush blueberry, which is the
i]cind that is usually cultivated, leaves
an abundance of moisture. If the bush '
es must be planted in dry location, a
four inch mulch of leaves, sawdust,
lawn clippings, or other loose material
should be placed around them, Such a
muleh will conserve the moisture in
the soil and keep the soil cool. This
muleh should be left ong the year
around and fresh maleriigﬂ'\dded every-
year. During extended jgeriods of dry
weatheran nccasional'/' hrough water-

ing will be very beneficiai.

| For the commerecial culture of blue-
berries, a soil which naturally suits
lthem should be selected, 'The com-
mercial fields planted so far have been
|in an acid, peat or muck soil that stays
Imoist throughout the growing season.
A soil containing some sand is to be
preferred. Land on which \\'illd high-
bush blueberries are growing vigorous-
ly is undoubtedly suited to.the culti-
vated varieties. In many paris of the
country land suitable for blueberries
lis now lying waste and may bhe pur-
|ehased cheaply.




