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All things ‘Piney’ feted at blueberry festin New Jersey

open land is disappearing
faster than water ice on a sum-
mer day, the Pine Barrens stand
out as the largest national re-

- serve east of the Mississippi Riv-

er, stretching
roughly from
Lakehurst to
Cape May
County.

The people
who live here
are content
with a slower
pace amid
lakes, bogs
and forests

P.J.
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- far removed from the hustle of

Philadelphia — even though the
city is less than an hour away.

All things “Piney,” as folks na-
tive to the area used to call them-
selves, will be celebrated June 26
during the 27th annual Whites-
bog Blueberry Festival at the His-
toric Whitesbog Village in
Browns Mills, N.J., about 40
miles from Philadelphia.

“Admission to the festival is
only $8 per carload, and people
really take advantage of that,”
said Susan Burpee Phillips, exec-
utive director of the Whiteshog
Preservation Trust, the organiza-
tion that oversees the preserva-
tion of Whitesbog and various ac-
tivities there. The festival is the
organization’s major fund-raiser.

“There will be 40 handmade
crafters, an art exhibit including
Pinelands artists, bluegrass musie,
blueberry baked goods ... blue-
berry picking, old-fashioned wag-
ons and history tours, lectures and
demonstrations through the
grounds [and] 21 buildings in the
village,” Phillips said.

New life in a barren land

In the late 1800s, this area of
New Jersey was considered virtu-
ally worthless, having been heavi-
ly strip-mined for ore used in iron
production. But the acidic soil and
water of the abandoned mining ar-
eas turned out to be perfect for
growing cranberries.

In 1857, James A. Fenwick he-
gan buying land in the area that
would later be known as the
Pine Barrens and farming the
sour red fruit. His Whitesbog
Farm, eventually grew to about
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Historic Whitesbog Village in Browns Mills hosts the festival.

3,000 acres — the largest cran-
berry farm in New Jersey.

Soon Whiteshog Village sprung
up, a company town with a gener-
al store and outbuildings to serve
the 600 or so people who worked
in the labor-intensive cranberry
harvest. Many of them traveled
from Philadelphia by wagon or
train for the seasonal work.

In the early 1900s, Fenwick’s
granddaughter, Elizabeth White,
hegan working with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture to culti-
vate and propagate the wild blue-
berries that grew abundantly in
the area. White also put locals’
knowledge to use gathering vari-
ous native plants to create the
highbush blueberry we know to-
day. This new crop allowed the
Whiteshog Farm to extend its
season to nine months, and the
village flourished.

Over the years, technological
farming advances reduced the
migrant work force and, by the
1960s, the village was almost va-
cant. That’s when the federal
government purchased Whites-
bog to protect the vast freshwa-
ter aquifer that lies under much
of the Pine Barrens.

A fifth generation of the White
family is still farming in the area,
though, and leases some Whites-
hog acreage, Phillips said.

Proudly ‘Piney’

“At one time, the local people
who lived here had a very unique
way of speaking,” said Sharon

Goodman, who grew up in
Mount Holly, and whose parents
grew up in Whitesbog Village in
the 1930s. She proudly described
her family as Pineys. “They lived
rather isolated and lived oft of
the land — collecting, using and
selling the plants that were na-
tive to the area.”

The festival, a celebration of
the Pine Barrens’ unique history
and culture, has grown more
popular as more people discover
it. This year, up to 8,000 visitors
are expected.

There will be an exhibit of vin-
tage cars and information
booths from organizations and
destinations eager to provide
suggestions for other summer
entertainment.

And, of course, what would a
Pine Barrens festival be without
that shirt-staining favorite, the
blueberry pie-eating contest?

Visitors can park in a nearby lot
and walk to the village or board a
handicapped-accessible bus for
the two-minute ride there.

Before touring the grounds,
stop at the restored General
Store, still the village’s hub and a
good place to get oriented while
purchasing old-fashioned candy,
merchandise or a festival T-shirt.

Be sure to tour Elizabeth
White's home, Suningive, for an
interesting glimpse into the life
of a woman who had a big im-
pact on the region’s agriculture.

In her day, White gained inter-
national recognition for her culti-

helped organize the New Jersey
Blueberry Cooperative Associa-
tion and was the first woman
member of the American Cran-
berry Association, according to
the Whitesbog Web site. She
moved to Whitesbog Village in
1923 and remained there until
her death in 1954.

Nature enthusiasts will especial-
Iy love hiking to the cranberry
bogs through trails of forest, per-
haps glimpsing some of the 70 spe-
cies of birds that have been identi-
fied here, plus other wildlife and
the native rare plants of this dis-
tinctive landscape.

While other organizations
plead for help to implement
their programs, the Whiteshog
Preservation Trust has a pas-
sionate band of more than 200
volunteers. They give year-
round tours of the village, as well
as the colorful fall cranberry har-
vest. A monthly moonlight hike
is held year-round on the Satur-

If all you know of the Pine Bar-
rens is that it’s somewhere be-
tween Philadelphia and the Jer-
sey Shore, load up the car June
26 for a quick and easy country
drive to the festival.

Supporting land preservation is
such a feel-good cause. And when
was the last time you were able to
enjoy a family outing for less than
the cost of a movie ticket? %

The 27th annual Whitesbog Blueberry
Festival will be held 10 a.m.-4 p.m. June
26, rain or shine, at Whitesbog Village in
Browns Mills, N.J. From the Ben Franklin
Bridge, take either Route 70 East to 530,
or Route 38 East, crossing over 206 onto
Route 530, to mile-marker 13.
Information, 609-893-4646 or
www.whitesbog.org.

P.J. Thomas is editor and co-publisher of
Pathfinders Travel Magazine for People of
Color, a nationally distributed publication
founded in 1997. Contact her at
pithomas@pathfinderstravel.com or
www.pathfinderstravel.com.

Inns & Resorts
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CARIBBEAN

ST. MAARTEN

WWW BEACHSIDEVILLAS.COM

Oceanedge, Luxury 1, 2, 3 BR A/C Villas. Daily
housekeeping. free WI-FI cable TV. Call Qwner,
Yolanda, 313-884-7706

FLORIDA

DISNEY, EPCOT, SEA WORLD

Why not a condo instead of hotel rm? Designer
furnlbrlba villa/2br3ba twnh w/ht pool whirlpool
spa/tennis,phys fitness crses,Imi Disney's main
gate Free broc/info 800-637-8893/407-396-9600

SPRUGE POINT INN RESORT & SPA
Maine’s premier seaside inn. A Conde Nast "top 50
All American Getaway' 86 suites, lodges & cot-
tages, spa & fitness ctr, bistro with live entertain-
ment, pools, tennis, lighthouse camp, moorings,
hiking trails, kayaks, bikes, botanical gardens &
golf nearby. Pet friendly. A certified green resort.
www.sprucepointinn.com 877-309-4481

OGEAN CITY, MARYLAND

Best selection of affordable vacation rentals, ful/
partial weeks. Open daily 9-5; eves Mon-Thurs.
Online reservations/brochure www.halidayoc.com
ERA Holiday Real Estate 1-800-638-2102

To ADVERTISE CALL:

215-854-5328

Fax: 215-854-5572

NEW JERSEY

AVALON, NJ/THE BEACHGCOMBER
55 beautifully furn'd suites, effics. Fully equipped
kitchens CATV free WiFi Lovely secluded paol area
Close to beach tennis park area Special off-season
rates. 7900 Dune Dr. Avalon, NJ 08202,
800-462-9703 or 609-368-5121
www.avalon-beachcomber.com

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL

$129 for 2 persons. Singles $124. Suites $139-

$159. Lincoln Center area, Hudson River views, 18

flrs, kitchenette. 5 min to Midtown, safe, quiet,

luxury area. Riverside Tower, Riverside & 80th St.

For more info. & free brochure. 1-800-724-3136
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

PENNSYLVANIA

18 HOUR SENSATION

57 acre 18th Century Estate, Broadway show,
lodging, dinner, breakfast, all incl. Romantic get-
away pkg. 10% Off . Allenberry Resort Inn &
Playhouse 800-430-5468 www.Allenberry.com

RHODE ISLAND

Newport Rl #1 Raled Inn
Central location, min walk to all attractions.

3or5 night midwk pkg from $375 bkfst +
Parking 1 800-382-3717 or attwatervilla.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

Seabrook Island Beach Rentals
Pet Friendly, golf, tennis, poals, horseback riding
888-718-7949  www.seabrookexclusives.com
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