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Development of Wild Blueberry Into an.Aristocrat of
Fruits Is Achievement of Burlington Woman

Rows oF BLUEBERRY BUSHES GROWING-
FROM THE WHITE SANDY SOIL NEEDED
FOR. THEIR HIGHEST DEVELOPMENT

s

ORDINARY BLUEBERRIES AND

THE DEVELOPED PRODUCT,

NEW JERSEY woman has suc-
A ceeded, after thirteen years of ef-

fort, in developing the blueberry
that grows wild in many sections of
the state to a size and lusciousness
never before known. The humble fruit
which many persons mistakenly call a
huckleberry has become a dignified
and much sought after article. This
rise In the social scale has been
brought about by Miss Elizkbeth C.
White of New Lisbon, Burlington
County.

Miss White is a dagughter of the late
Joseph J. White, the Cranberry King
of South Jersey. In the vast bogs that
cover hundreds of acres in that little
known section of the state for years
the wild blueberry' bushes covered the
dams and margins, more or less of a:
nuisance and always in the way of
cranberry growers. The children of
the neighborhood picked the small blue-
black globes for sale in the country-
side. Some were big, most were small;
some had a distinctive flavor that
made them popular everywhere.

It came one day to the mind of Miss
White that the cranberry country
might be made to produce something
else—something so much better than
the ordinary blueberry that that
kumble fruit could become as highly

se;

educated as the blackberry. So she
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THE WHITE BLUEBERRIES AS
THEY LOOK. ON THE BUSH

successfully because or the suitability
of the soil in and avout the White
cranberry bogs. The =o1l is almost
entirely white sand with a black inter-
mixture of a peat basss highly acid.
The acidity in the sana 1s what makes
the blueberry flourism. In most soils
culture acidity is extracted by the use
of soda, but for blueperries it is en-
couraged by the use or certain kinds
of fertilizer when the mnatural supply
is depleted.

Along with the cultivation of these

Miss ELizaseTH C. WHITE.

vate gardens the ground@ must be pre-
pared by reproducing as far as pos-.
sible the porous, sandy soil of South
Jersey, An odd feature of the culture
is that at some time during the winter

the plants should freeze to bring forth
the best fruit. i
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Not so long ago Dr. Coville officially |
commended Miss White for her labors
In developing the fruit to its present |
standard. ‘“Miss White, by her ex-'
periments at Whitesbog (the name of °
the White cranberry prant), has ad- '
vanced the culture of w»lueberries at
least fifty years over wnat it other-f
wise would have been,” ne declared. ;

The woman who has accomplished_
this “advance, and who is known as!
“Miss Lizzie” by all the hundreds of
pickers and other employees at the
big cranberry establishment founded
by her grandmother’s family, the Fen-
wicks, and greatly developed by her
father, spends practically all her time

with her blueberries. The family
home is at New Lisbon, just off the
main highway which runs from

but she

Wrightstown to Lakehurst,
lives for the most part in a house amid
the cranberry bogs, with a large staff
of ’expert assistants. She is a very
modest sort of person, not anxious to
explolt herself, but she loves to be
among the fine hushes which stand in

rank after rank across the landscaps.
+ha
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