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My glasses keep fogging up. 

Whitesbog is still here, and still open. 
Let it be your island of tranquility with acres of outdoor 

recreation and socially-distanced events. 
 

We won’t be happy until we can say - R.I.P. Covid-19 ! 

  
 
 

 
 

D*mn You, Covid-19 ! 
Laments of the Covid-19 Era 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I hate working at home.  

All dressed up and no place to go. 

My favorite restaurant went out of business. 

I love working at home. 

 

It feels like a lost year. 

The kids can’t go to see Grandma. 

Zoom meetings leave many things to be desired. 

Everything requires forethought and planning. Concerts cancelled. 

Movie theaters closed. 

I’m  concerned about flying. 

What will we do for Thanksgiving? 

The kids WANT to go to school !?! 

Tough dating for singles. 

I miss eating out. 

No festivals. 

I’m worried. 

Lots of people are unemployed. 

unemployed 

Quarantine-ing is no fun. 

Who can we get to watch the kids during the day? 

How can I pay the rent? 

My kids are moving back home. 

Are the kids learning everything they should? 

Non-profits have no profits. 

My meager summer vacation. 

Teleworking is a double-edged sword for both workers and customers. 

So many things postponed. 

` 

So many worries about voting. 
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Who Picked Your Cranberries ? 
 

In November of 1913, Good Housekeeping 
Magazine published the article “Who Picked Your 
Cranberries?”, detailing the peril of youthful 
immigrant labor forced into hard labor in the autumn 
months to pick cranberries, while ordinary children 
returned to school and studies. This article was not 
the first salvo of the child labor movement scandal to 
hit the New Jersey cranberry growers. (The earlier 
ones had been several brochures and pamphlets.) But 
it was the first to reach such a national-scale 
audience. While the article contained a number of 
inflammatory charges, photos from the era suggest 
that work by children was condoned (and perhaps 
encouraged) by their parents, and at the very least 
accepted by the cranberry growers, even if the labor 
itself was not forced upon these young children. The 
dispute would continue for several more years, 
beyond 1913, ultimately ending with concessions on 
both sides. Cranberry growers recognizing the need 
for improvement of migrant labor conditions, 
including on-farm schooling for migrant children. And 
concessions by the National Child Labor Committee 
recognizing that aspects of the original published 
stories had been exaggerated and overblown. 

Since this article is much talked about in relation 
to Whitesbog’s child labor issues, but almost never 
seen, we reproduce it here in our “pdf extras” section 
at the end of this newsletter, in its entirety. ■ 

A Note from 
 the Whitesbog Preservation Trust 

President 
 

s my Whitesbog Presidency enters its final months, 
  I recall how unusual and inspiring these last two 

years have been for me. Almost immediately after 
taking office in early 2019, the Whitesbog Preservation 
Trust was presented with the great opportunity of 
acquiring from Rowan University, the Pinelands 
Institute and its educational programs. This challenge 
was met head on by our hard-working staff and 
membership.  
    Not long after adding a considerable amount of new 
programming, we were hit by the additional and 
greater challenge of the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
    This is something that all similar organizations in this 
country now have to face. The people of Whitesbog 
have never been quitters. That can be said of our heroic 
and hard-working Staff and Members, much as it can be 
said of the people of Whitesbog's illustrious past. The 
annual Blueberry Festival, which is so very important to 
Whitesbog, had to be rethought this year due to Covid-
19 heath safety precautions. Instead of one large public 
event at the end of June, it became a mostly virtual 
summer-long series of events and on-line tours. While 
purchases in the General Store can be made on-line, it 
was not long before in-person Market Days where 
established on each Saturday with a small number of 
vendors and/or musicians attending. During these 
Saturdays, the front porch of the General Store is open 
for people to pick out store items to buy, keeping social 
distancing in mind. 
     There have been quite a number of wonderful on-
line programs offered, such as the recent Zoom Lecture 
by Joel Fry of Bartram's Garden on the fabulous 
Franklinia trees that both of our sites share. 
     We have been having all our Board and Committee 
Meetings on-line through Zoom. This was a new 
experience for me but I think that I may be starting to 
get the hang of it. 
     We are continuing to persevere, and I have 
absolutely no doubt that we will come out on top of 
Covid-19 here at this unique and beautiful place in New 
Jersey known as Whitesbog.  

         -  Jeff Macechak  - 

A 
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A Letter from the Executive 
Director 

 
n the past 5 months, Whitesbog Preservation Trust 
has experienced many challenges, as I am sure you 

have experienced at work and home. Whitesbog staff, 
board members, partners and friends have adapted in 
many ways to meet these new challenges and keep us 
moving forward, but right now we need your help.  
     Putting all programs and store sales on hold for three 
months reduced our spring income considerably. Add 
to that a cancelled in-person Blueberry Festival, our 
biggest fundraiser of the year, and we have seen an 
enormous drop in income, to the tune of $57,000 so far 
this year. We have cut expenses where we can, but 
expenses such as masks, hand sanitizer stations, 
cleaning costs, Zoom memberships and online sales 
fees are new and unexpected additions to an already 
tight budget.  
     At the same time, we are optimistic that newly 
developed online programs and shopping, created by 
our gifted staff, will enable us to be more resilient and 
reach new audiences in the future. 
     Our new online General Store launched in early 
March, just in time for the closure of public buildings. 
Now, this online shop is a place to become a member, 
to make a donation, to shop for jams, and to place an 
order for pick up later at the general store. 

https://whitesbog.square.site/s/shop We saw a big 
increase in online sales and I photographed, packed and 
shipped orders from my home.  
     Ed Mattson developed a Virtual Blueberry Festival 
website https://bbf.whitesbog.org/ and many of our 
staff and volunteers added content including music, 
photographs, recollections, local artwork and maker 
items. Many of you responded with generous 
donations and memberships, as well as blueberry 
purchases. Thank you! 
     Our Archivist, Kiyomi Locker, brought home our 
Epson scanner and boxes of archival materials and 
began scanning from home in March. In preparation for 
our new website archives portal, she has updated 
images, digitized letters, written descriptions and 
prepared archival galleries of cranberry and blueberry 
artifacts.  
     Jessica Grill, our Education Coordinator, began 
leading Virtual Hikes every Sunday for a new online 
audience of visitors from far and wide. When the state 
forest was closed, she moved to a private reserve in the 
Pine Barrens to lead walks and paddles over Facebook 
Live. She collaborated with visiting presenters including 
Mark Szutarski for a Suningive Garden tour and led a 
joint hike with Stockton University. 

Jessica and Kiyomi collaborated to create online 
lesson plans and a summer camp for children at home. 
Teachers told us they loved the lessons and they 
provided great additions to their New Jersey 
curriculum. 
     Our Oral History program, Harvesting Stories, is 
recording stories of community members, and Sarah 
Augustine is leading the effort to collect these new 
video histories and create transcripts of existing stories. 
These new videos will be used to enhance 
interpretation on tours and trips and will be available 
on the new website. Our New Jersey Council for the 
Humanities, New Jersey Historic Trust, New Jersey 
Historical Commission and New Jersey Cultural Trust 
grants have kept us busy with new branding 
development, new website meetings and writing, new 
recordings and a forthcoming Cranberry Trail postcard. 
Our volunteers and staff are also working hard to 
prepare new exhibits for the Cranberry & Blueberry 
Museum.  
     Now, we are bringing back in-person programs, 
taking all safety precautions with social distancing, 
limited use of interiors of buildings, wearing masks and 

I 

https://whitesbog.square.site/s/shop
https://bbf.whitesbog.org/
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washing our hands frequently. Our new Saturday 
Markets (10 a.m. - 2 p.m.) with local handmade 
vendors, live music and a food truck have been popular, 
along with outdoor guided hikes, Moonlight Walks, and 
Volunteer Service days.  Music in the Bogs concerts and 
Pinelands Discovery Day in September will engage the 
whole family, along with cranberry hikes, spooky tours 
and fall markets in October.  
     Now, more than ever, we need you to make a 
donation to Whitesbog Preservation Trust, if you are 
able. We need your support to continue to preserve 
this special place and provide educational programs for 
the public. The Village inspires audiences of all ages to 
experience the origins and innovations of cranberry 
and blueberry cultivation, and the rich culture and 
unique ecology of the New Jersey Pine Barrens. 
     We have seen increases in visitors, hikers, bikers, 
families and road-trippers from all parts of the state. 
They tell us how much they love visiting, learning about 
the history, walking the trails, exploring the gardens, 
and seeing the blueberries and cranberries!   
     I sincerely hope you will join us, as a member, a 
sponsor, a donor and a visitor! Please stay safe, check 
out our website http://whitesbog.org/ and keep in 
touch in whatever way you can. Your donations, 
memberships and purchases are helping keep us afloat 
and we appreciate every penny! ■ 

 
Allison Pierson, Executive Director  
Whitesbog Preservation Trust 
whitesbogpreservationtrust@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Whitesbog Membership 
Committee 

e wanted to check-in with our members and 
friends, see how you are doing, and let you know 

we are thinking about you. Currently, the membership 
committee is holding its social-distanced weekly 
meetings on the General Store porch. Since March we 
have been working from home, shifting to digital 
formats, and finding ways to keep up and keep you 
connected to Whitesbog.  
     Last year we changed memberships to a renewal of 
one year from the month you joined instead of January 
to January. Is it time to renew? Email any questions 
about your membership to whitesbogmembers 
@gmail.com. Have you renewed your membership? If 
you would like to renew please go to the websitesite  
 https://whitesbog.square.site/shop/membership/3 . 
     We know that times are hard and uncertain right 
now and it may not be the best time to renew. We just 
want to let you know we care about you and appreciate 
your support for Whitesbog. We would love hearing 
from you, even if not to renew. It would be great if you 
have the time to write us with your thoughts about 
Whitesbog and being a member. What you like and 
what you would like to see improved. Please share your 
thoughts and stay in touch. 
     We look forward to a time we will all be back at 
Whitesbog and able to celebrate together our love and 
appreciation of its natural beauty and unique history. In 
the meantime, we are social distancing and doing more 
virtually, but we miss the best part of Whitesbog; the 
wonderful people we meet. If you think you would like 
to join the Membership Committee, please reach out. 
Stay safe and healthy. We look forward to seeing you 
soon. ■ 

      - The Membership Committee - 
                     - Robin, Roni, Geri, and Lise - 

W 

http://whitesbog.org/
mailto:whitesbogmembers@gmail.com
mailto:whitesbogmembers@gmail.com
https://whitesbog.square.site/shop/membership/3
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To all of the donors listed, and all of the people who donated via 
Facebook or made cash donations. Thank you. 

 
Karen Affa 
Dorothy Amsden 
Susan Atkins 
Marti Balcom 
Thomas Besselman 
Ann Bornholt 
John & Rosanne 
         Bornholdt 
Lauren Brunton 
Rachel Bunting 
Sarah Burroughs 
Michele Byers 
Karen Chandler 
Irene & John Charney 
Stephanie Clawson 
Roni & Paul Detrick 
Dimeglio Septic 
Glenn & Patricia Davies 

Ann Domski 
Facebook Donations 
Kathy Francis 
Karen Grill 
Laura Grill 
Deborah Hartshorn 
David & Margaret Herbert 
LaVonne Heydel 
Jon Holcomb 
Dave Homer 
Wes Hughes 
Ivanhoe Blueberry Farm 
J.W. Jenkins & Sons 
Nancy Kiernan 
Jennifer Knorr 
Jeff Kowalski 
Joyce Lechner 
William Lucas 

Jeff Macechak 
Lise Mainor 
Dennis McDonald 
Denise & Tom McGough 
Brett & Lise Mainor 
NJM Insurance 
Judith Norcross 
Kathleen Ostertag 
Susan Papadopoulos 
Om Patharkar 
Maria Pezzato 
William Pierce 
Betsy Piner 
Kerry Prendergast 
Renewal by Andersen 
Leon Rosenson 
Sharon Roth 
Bath Saver 

Terry Schmidt 
Marion Schomp 
Deborah Soden 
Cindy Srnka 
Stop and Shop 
Rosemary Szegda 
Michael C. Thomas 
Mari Tuohy 
Michael Tyrell 
Michele Watt 
Weber 
Wegmans 
Susie Wernham 
Martha Windisch 
James Wirth 
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October 24th    Saturday Mini-Market    10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/346200273316137 

Fall celebrations continue with morning shopping with local makers, food and music. We have picnic tables for 
social distancing, General Store shopping on the porch and some great local makers with their wares. Support 
locals while staying outdoors. Walk the trails, explore the historic village or drive around the cranberry bogs! 
Market Vendors vary each week. 

October 24th    Spooky Lantern Tours    6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1364228513968495 

Our Haunted History Tours are back! They will be a bit different this year but as always fun for the family! This is 
a family-friendly event to raise funds for Whitesbog Preservation Trust's (a nonprofit) work in preserving the 
historic village. All of the helpers are volunteers and love sharing the spooky and creepy Historic Village with 
others! Choose your Adventure, you can Do One, Two or All Three Activities for the Same Ticket Price! Check in 
at the General Store to get your hand stamped, then head to the area you want to try first! You MUST pick a time 
slot ticket. 

October 31st         Saturday Mini-Market          10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/346200273316137 

See October 24th. 

October 31st               Moonlight Walk                         7 p.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2444714462294133 

Join the hike leader at the General Store. We recommend you arrive a bit early to ensure you meet the group and 
have time to check in. Please bring a mask to wear at check in and when close to others. Check back here in the 
case of severe weather. The hike will continue in light rain. All walks are 3-5 miles in length. Trail paths are sandy 
and can be bumpy or wet. Dress is weather appropriate. $5 per person suggested donation. 

Nov. 8th                Membership Meeting          12 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

We Will Be Meeting on Zoom! 

https://www.facebook.com/events/761778324384403 

 

Dec. 5th      Handmade Holiday Market & Family Day    11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/333985457921351 

Shop local, support local artists! Christmas shopping at the Handmade Holiday Craft Fair at Whitesbog Historic 
Village! This is a festive family favorite, get your holiday wreaths and check out all of the cool wares our local 
makers have made. We’ll have a range of art, crafts and gifts; jewelry, ceramics, wood working, accessories, gift 
baskets, bath/body and more. We will be outside for this event so dress for the weather! 
Handmade Arts & Crafts exhibitors will be spread throughout the historic village, free wagon rides, a candy cane 
hunt and a special visit from you know who! Hot cocoa and cookies, live music and even more! Loads of fun for 
the entire family!!! Shop local, support local artists! Make a dent in your Christmas shopping at the Handmade 
Holiday Craft Fair at Whitesbog Historic Village! 

 

 

WHITESBOG EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

For more information call (609) 893-4646,  
e-mail us at WhitesbogPreservationTrust@gmail.com  

or visit us on the web at www.whitesbog.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/346200273316137
https://www.facebook.com/events/1364228513968495
https://www.facebook.com/events/346200273316137
https://www.facebook.com/events/2444714462294133
https://www.facebook.com/events/761778324384403
https://www.facebook.com/events/333985457921351
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The Mission of the Trust is to restore, protect and enhance  
historic Whitesbog Village,  

in order to preserve the White family legacy 
 and to inspire audiences of all ages to experience: 

- the origins & innovations of cranberry & blueberry cultivation 

- the rich culture and unique ecology of the New Jersey Pine Barrens.  

2020 Whitesbog Board of Trustees 
Jeff Macechak, Pres.     Millicent Moore, V.P.        
Lise Mainor, Sec.             Paul Detrick, Treas.            
John Joyce   Joe Darlington 
Jennifer Knorr  Thomas Besselman 
Kenny Taylor  Terry Schnidt, NJ DEP 
Doug Leifert, Pinelands Ant. Eng. Assn.    
    

          
2020 Board Meetings at General Store, open to the public 

Feb. 25, Mar. 24, Apr. 19 (membership mtg.), May 26,  
Jun. 16,  Jul. 28, Aug. 25, Sep. 22, Oct. 27, 
Nov. 8 (membership mtg.), Dec. 8. 
 

Staff 
    Allison Pierson, Director 
   Jennifer Rubeo, Bookkeeper/ Assistant 
   Kyomi Locker, Archivist and Historian 
   Jessica Grill, Pinelands Institute Program Director 

 
Newsletter 

Mark Ehlenfeldt & Allison Pierson – Editors 

 
Committees – 2020  
Membership & Fundraising - Lise Mainor, Roni Detrick, Allison Pierson 
Building & Restoration - John Joyce 
Garden & Landscape - Mark Szutarski, Terry Schmidt, Tom Besselman 
Education and Interpretation - Allison Pierson, Lise Mainor, Jeff 
Macechak 
Archives - Sharon Goodman, Janet Felt 
Living History & Tours - Terri Chiddenton 
Cranberry & Blueberry Museum - Ted Gordon, Joe Darlington 
Gallery - Terry Schmidt, JoAnne Claire 
General Store - MariAnne Torres 
Marketing & Communications - Allison Pierson, Ed Mattson,  
          Caroline Weigle, Mark Ehlenfeldt, JoAnne Claire 
Events & Programs - Kenny Willitts, Caroline Weigle, Allison Pierson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitesbog is administered by the State of New Jersey, 
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of 
Parks and Forestry as part of the Brendan T. Byrne State 
Forest.  
 

The Whitesbog Preservation Trust has received a FY 
2020 General Operating Support Grant from the New 
Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the 
Department of State 
 

Funding is made possible in part by the New Jersey State 
Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner 
Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts through a 
grant to the Burlington County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders.  
 

The Whitesbog Preservation Trust has received a New 
Jersey Council for the Humanities Grant for FY 2020 for 
"Harvesting Stories" and oral history video interview 
project. 
 
 

The 1772 Foundation, in cooperation with the New Jersey 
Historic Trust, has provided Whitesbog Preservation 
Trust with a Capital Preservation Grant for the repair and 
restoration of a worker's cottage  
 

The Whitesbog Preservation Trust has received a 
Financial Stabilization grant for FY 2020 from the NJ 
Cultural Trust. 
 
 

The Whitesbog Preservation Trust has received Discover  
NJ History License plate grant for FY 2020. 
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PDF Extras Start Here 
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