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WL BLUEBERRY
"CAN BE UTLZED
1S GARDEN PLANT

WASHINGTON, March 31—It is now
possible for almost anyone to cultivate
in the home garden the once exclu-
sively wild blueberry.

This has been made possible through
the discovery of the berry's spueeial re-
quirements through the experimental
scientitic work of Lo, I 'V, Coville, of

the United States Dapartmént of
Agriculture, and the practical cultural
methods developed, in conjunctionayith
the department, by (Niss Blizabeth "€,
‘White on the cranbery properiy of
her father at Whitesbog, N, J,

The. spring planting  season  may
make some of the now available in-
forimation of interest to the homa2 gar-
dener, o

These experiments have shown that
blueherrvies prefer a light, sandy, acid
soil containing an abundance of par-
tially rotted vegetalLic matter or pe:it,
If natural blueberry soil is not avail-
able, your garden may easily be pre-
pared by mixing with the surface soil
a liberal quantity of rotted leaves, ping
needles, saw lust or chip dirt from an
old wood pile. If the soil is clay, the
addition of some sand will benefit it.
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The highbrush blueberry, which s

the kind that is usually cultivated,
craves an abundance if moisture. If the
bushes must be planted in a dry loca-
tion, a four inch mulch o fleaves, saw-
du={, lawn clippings, cr other loose ma-
terial should be placed ‘aroumd them,
Such a muleh will conserve the moist-
ure in the soil end keep the soil cool
This mulch should be left on the
year avound and fresh material added
| every vear, During extended periods of
Ldry weather an oceasional thorough
| watering will be very beneficial.
. For the commercias culture of blue-
‘i])(‘l‘l‘i\?-‘?. a soil which naturally suits
thern should bhe selected. ‘The com-
imercial fields planted so far have-been
lin an acid, peat or muck soil that stays
moist throughout the growing seas:in.
A so0il containing some sand is to be
(preferred. and on which wiid high-
(brush Dbluebevvips ‘are growing vigor-
ously is undoubtediy snited to tha cul-
ili\‘:ll(‘(‘. varieteis, In many parts of the
country land suited for blueberries is
now lying waste and may he purchascd
cheaply.
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