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8     The return to Zenoff field on June 17 was emotional on many levels for Team USA. After the 2004 game, Team USA Coach Mike Candreau

lost his wife to an aneurysm at CWA on their flight home and now, still at the helm of Team USA, he had to return to the site painful
memories. In July of 2005, the International Olympic Committee voted 52-52 (a majority vote was needed to keep softball in the Olympic
lineup) to eliminate softball from the Olympics after 2008. The IOC said they would revisit the decision in October, 2009 after evaluating
the 2008 Olympics. This 2008 “Bound 4 Bejing” tour was a critical step for Team USA to build support for maintaining softball as an
Olympic event.
     The Midwest All-Stars again was built with a strong foundation from Portage County, with Tom Drohner (SPASH) coaching, and many
local players from Pacelli, SPASH and UWSP joining the team. Although the All-Stars fell to Team USA 20-1 in 6 innings, the final score
was a footnote compared to the experience of being on the field with the 3-time defending Olympic gold medalist team. According to
Drohner, “it was flat out impressive” to share the field with Team USA. Korryn Brooks, former SPASH and UWSP catcher, drove in the
lone run for the All-Stars with a sacrifice fly in the top of the 6th inning.
     “This was a once in a lifetime experience. I was glad to have this opportunity. It was cool to be on the same field,” noted Beth Boden.
Whether playing on the field or watching from the stands, it was an experience many people in Portage County will treasure for the rest
of their lives, to watch or play against the best fast pitch team in the world.

Coaching Staff:
Coach Tom Drohner – SPASH

Local Athletes:
Beth Boden – Pacelli
Stephanie Fischer – Pacelli
Katie Maultra – SPASH
Korryn Brooks – SPASH, UWSP
Laura Van Abel - UWSP
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