The iconic Sentryworld golf course has hosted 2 prestigious women's golf events, with a
Playing the course with Jan Stevenson and Betsy King joining fellow professional golfers

to open the course.

Sentryworld

First time the US Girls’ Junior Championship was hosted at a Wisconsin golf course
o  Event welcomed 156 of the best female amateur golfers, under the age of 19, in the world

e LeiYe, 18 year old golf from People’s Republic of China, won the 71st UW Girls’ Junior Golf
Championship. Lei Ye defeated Jillian Bourdage, 17, of Tamarac, FL

SPJ July 29,2019

USGA tourney at SentryWorld to attract hundreds of visitors

Ye tops Bourdage

Mike Sherry
Stevens Point Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN

STEVENS POINT - It took a sensa-
tional two-putt from 50 feet on the final
hole for Lei Ye to finally put away Jillian
Bourdage on Saturday and win the U.S.
Girls Junior Championship at Sentry-
World. Ye closed the match when she
rolled in a 3-foot putt for par just after
Bourdage had missed a 5-footer for
birdie that would have sent the match
to extra holes.

“This tournament is the ultimate
achievement of junior golf, so yeah, it's
beena perfect ending,” said the18-year-
old Ye, who was born in Shanghai, Chi-
na, lives in Bradenton, Florida, and will
attend college in the fall at Stanford
University.

‘With the win, Ye earned an exemp-
tion into the 2020 U.S. Women’s Open
at Champions Golf Club in Houston, as
well as an invitation to the Augusta Na-
tional Women’s Amateur next April.
Both finalists earned an exemption into
next month’s U.S. Women’s Amateur at
0Old Waverly Golf Club in West Point,
Mississippi.

Ye, who came to the United States
three years ago, is the first player from

int. The U.S. Girls
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to win USGA event

Lei Ye, right, and caddie Rose Zhang celebrate after Le made par on the 36th
hole (No. 18) to win the title at the U.S. Girls Junior Championship on Saturday
at SentryWorld in Stevens Point. COURTESY OF STEVEN GIBBONS/USGA

China to win the U.S. Girls Junior
Championship.

“China is definitely a growing player
in the game, and I think winning this is
definitely a huge achievement for us,
and I know that it will inspire other ju-
niors back home to work harder to play

Golf
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she said. “The city of Stevens Point, the ~ See TOURNAMENT, Page 74
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