The first WIAA State Cross Country
meet was held in 1975 in Wausau with
boys and girls competing at the same
tournament site. The meet has been

at t!we Ridges Golf Course Wisconsin
Rapids since 1988.

2015

1981
The girls ran a 3,200-meter race until

1993, 4,000-meter race up until
2914, when the current 5 kilometers
distance was set. Cross Country is a
challenging discipline with varying
weat!wer conditions and a variety of
terrain. Courses are full of surprise

bottlenecks, sharp turns and confusing
forest turnoffs.
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2001
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Portage County girls have won 11 State
Cross Country individual titles (6 girls).

Suzy ngor of SPASH has won the
state Ufle 4 years in a row. To date,
only 2 girls have accomplished this feat.

By Jacey Zembal

Central Wisconsin Sunday

WISCONSIN RAPIDS

.;‘Illl'i‘ fifth grade, Rosholt’s Tami
.“{r'nll has dreamed of winning a
IAA cross country champi-

nllhhlp

Scott finished close last year
with a third-place finish, but on

Saturday she left no doubt

Scott ran 15:13 to win the
Division 3 championship at

Ridges Golf Course

e wanted to win cross coun
try for the longest time,” said
Scott, who is interested in run-
ning at Wisconsin or Minnesota
I've won a title in track but it's
not the same. This is what I've

been running for”

Scott was out in front from the

start on the 4,000-meter race

“I only worry about myself
when I run,” she said, “I know I
was physically ready today, but if
you fall apart mentally, then

everything falls apart.”
Rosholt

a

WIAA Division 3 Girls
Cross Country

It's good that she got a state Dioks

championship,” Trzebiatowski
said. “That was one of the goals
she wanted to get. She's had a lit-
tle cold this week. She wanted to
run faster. There was some girls
that were closer to her that
shouldn’t have been.”

v‘liulnullru: out the top five were

Tasha Utzig of Boscobel (15:18)
Brittany Dick of Amherst ( .
Aubrey Wesely of Pittsville (1
and Angie Bauer of Cochrane-
Fountain City (15:28)

\.\mn-\_\ changed her running
attire and it helped tremendously,
run with a klll"l‘
brace, and sometimes a ankle
brace all season long,” Wesely
said. “I had a tendon and a knee
cap problem. Today, I let the knee
brace go and let it fly”

[.il’“' Slflli, \\.i'\l'l\' h;lil a 1I|ll'.‘l”]

f:wllm_u a medal at state
[:hu-‘ was the best race of my
life,” said Wesely, who ran 1 02

- ; (UIILII .\I\]’ﬂl'
I'rzebiatowski said he was disap-
pointed with the fifth-place team
score but is glad that Scott won

away

N the 2021
academic
vear, how
many high
schools In
Wisconsin
had Cross
country
teams?

SPORTS
QUIZ

DIVISION 3

NINA N. SALAZAR
STEVENS POINT JCURNAL MEDIA

AMHERS’\' — They
all want to win. And for
three local athletes and
competitors headed 0
the state tournament 1
cross country, it's clear
that racing next 1o some
of their fiercest compe
tition all year he\p_ed
each one push herself 10
» the best.
s ;\mhersl senior Alis-
sa Niggemann finished
in the top spot at sec-
tionals with the _laslgs}
qunli(ying time in Divi-
sion 3at19 minutes, 1.7
seconds. Following  §
closely behind was the g
defending state champi-
on, Marion junior Dela-
ney (lreenc—(}regzmgcr:
who had 2 time of
19:12.7, the second best
in Divigion 3. .
Jola-Scandinavia
sophomore Egikﬂ Kist-
ing p\aced third with a
time of 19:21.2 and ju-
| pjor Leighten Fischer
‘ placed fourth coming int
at 20:10.5. gz
Niggemani, Kisting
and Fischer have r_ace_d
against each other in s1X
BN || of 12 meets this season,
finishing virtually neck
and neck each time.
“Running " me“:\‘nn
eighten makes i
‘ha:}fier pecause that 18
what you do when you
are a leam, YOU push
each other 10 glt: your
very best,” Kisting said.
SRunning against Dela-
ney and Alissa through-
out the year has helpe
me a lot with my time
and running knowledge
because they are we!
experiencec runners.
Al three will be front
and center for the WIAA
Division 3 state meet
Saturday at The Rlldgﬂﬁ ; A
Golf Course in Wiscon / 1f g
sin Rapids. '|~he,‘: (;L\:: 7.,1 L ‘ g A
ace against each othe / & = ‘
o™ o JOURNAL L S

could very well deter- CORMICKS STEVENS POINT AN YOUNG/STEVENS POINT JOURNAL MEOIA
MEDIA

¢ will be MEGAN MC! : - ‘ >
dinavia sophomore Erika Kisting. tola-Scandinavia junior Leighten Fisch
jola-Scandiny

CONTRIBUTED

Amherst senior Alissa Niggemann.
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dream.”

b and after have the ne e
|h'|. hills. It's a good feeling.” M'lh-r"“ next three years to do
n team scores, Fennimore fi
ores 2 fin DeVries ran a per
\I:hvlll with 72 points to edge time. ke e e
oscobel by 12 points, Edgar fi 3
2 s, Edgar fin “She had give i
593) ished ninth and Spencer 14th bty g s

Wirkus and
achieved

TAMI SCOTT

JESSIE
BUSHMAN

By Peter Lindblad
CW Sunday staff writer

tremendous kick down the
stretch,

Pulli just kept an even
keel.

“I just ran with the group
nd tried to keep a good

faster than her sectional time. “It’s
an awesome feeling. Thanks to
coach Piotrowski, 1 go to finish my

a sophomore, never
expected a top-five finish

Ly | was going for top 20, I'm very
surprised,” Dick said, “I tried to
stay in the second pack, and make
up ground on the hills

Edgar coach Dan Parlier was
hn.pm).: for a top-five finish. He
said the runners had to crack 17
minutes, which freshmen Katie

Rachel Wiese DeVr

“I don't think we got a real good
start as a group,” Parlier said. “It
was a little bit of a struggle after
the first 800 meters. We had to
move hard to get where we need-
ed to go and lost some energy.

“We'll be back next year”

! )ther runners of note included
Whitney Weiler of Auburndale
(28th), Wirkus of Edgar (33th),

WISCONSIN RAPIDS —
When she goes through cus-
toms on the way back home
to Finland, Salla Pulli will
have something to declare —
namely, a gold medal from
the WIAA Division 3 Girls
State Cross Country Meet.

The Amherst High foreign
exchange student didn’t go
out fast. Nor did she blow
the field with a

. y n ) b 2 jvatio
barely breaking 21 min- \\‘l‘:g‘s\]‘?l‘i:\t}flals shown 2 focused on geuie “;u.l lxif;l:: ‘Sul'rnundcd by a
Dtes, the Falcons' tOP }:‘mh beginning to  best efforts at COMTELL oqm that feels like fam-
runner achieved a per- I;,‘gl;rv.l}'\.r':eﬁ' making back ence, setioons ¥ fly is what, i
sonal recnfﬂl &ru‘cquﬁzusl 10 back trips 1o state in state. say Sportso unique.”
o - =
thi

Rosholt’s Scott races to Division 3 girls title

Columbus

at state

myself now.”

trated.”

scene hasn’t come nearly as easily to the Hornets was seni Carte
the Rosholt senior, who used the sport Who finished fifth oty i
s ove

as a training tool for the indoorspa.;ld s et o
outdoor track seasons.

th::];): all ch on Saturday, the petition (10th overall). in
, as surp!

herself by winning the WIAA Division 13:47, and Heidi Birling 33rd (42nd) in
3 state championship going away at
The Ridges Golf Course.

Murphy in a tim H
mege:lio e of 12:41 on the 3,200- state meet can do some funny

to finish
- in the top three. ultimate goal, but overall, I can’t be
L oug e My g woa  dilsed wit et e g
S S, L the‘lv:g . JESSIE BUSHMAN of Rosholt
hmelll_ k S Skaeie heads to victory in the girls’

3 Bradd Johnson turned in stro meet S
WO . ng per- aturday. (Journal photo
for myself, but for the team’ Youoge’t, r:x::ances gt ik o

really pumped when yoi
procdl 2o, o your whole team  Sanders placed 15th overall with a

Nicki DeVries of Marshfield

Dieringer of Spencer (5

Mollie HHIIIII‘III oy

Columbus (556th)
“I wished I could have gone a

little faster, but I tried my hard-

est.” said Wirkus, the freshman., “1

know it was my first time but |

Dons coach Mike Bauman said
“She left it all on the course and
even collapsed at the finish line.”
“I was really happy with my
run and glad I gave it my all”
said. “It was my first time
and | just wanted to go
out and get my personal best :m}!
I did. I know how far I can push

Dieringer was shocked that 132
runners competed ; Su
“When you see all those people
pass, you think you are so far
behind,” she said. “It's great com
petition but hard to keep concen

R N s 15:37 and Rene Mancel 52nd (62nd
Neth Crantord over e el s :00. iy

yards and then used he
skills to finish 16 second; g

“Yeah, I'm ised,” said Bush- we'd have a shot at finishing in the
man. “I really just wanted to stick two.
with the front pack and I thought if I
could do that I might have a chance home some hardware. That was our

4 ol b ‘hich he taping Erik e
B eti-  the boys team, WA, ' erson. Ap » Fisch-
COm? b::‘:ir"ﬁ?‘?lpzmd says s htc._? bmm‘; i dip;l 10“:}“30\.1[‘5& my first fore n_e\\' ery race, Fisch
tors becaus o) Sanriate enefiCld Tk M ¢ said.

cavi ' ropriate an br was don’'t  er sal. <5 ot
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‘You're ‘“‘“}51 .l‘:;‘;f).. 4 screw this upl W © o gyrrounded by her team
your compe . 3
" ann, who 18

ce<5it has pushed me to pecame coach

e aggressively) keCtD via  ally walks the course
not only been ir{;“'ﬁ ?ﬁ‘:@ II‘\“lri‘lg‘lj’:lZnﬁ ia'\dv “fobe mer [3:;‘::3 nf‘-::::‘\‘;:: with Coach ODI’ey-n‘;m‘x
season, 8 : ' he as  Cross © ¥ ® which helps us ShOW

son to S ll“a(;:‘:']i‘:: :1 lh:e‘:\: ohn Turba and Jon No- which helps

0 spt, honest, s
year from meet 1o MEe '»l.vak The goal has been where we need 8

Starting out the season good as 1 and push.

r aches
o Centr - Shomore Year: Both coache o
¢ 3 ¢ sophom y s e are race
Conference meet thI !;‘?scherpalso improved |h§’1‘1; “:“li ‘tlll\t& are 715-345-
jear. qn by jumping 10 spots “{"VY, heir {ingers pe reached at 715-34.
“Alissa set out m‘mn {Eumher freshman year c|nb!::l\g‘; 11 E“n,ome 2253, or on email at
yoe: s st oute . sy 44 > o com.
TOT g at state to her for the best OUIGTT. isalazar@gannett e
day one of practice she ”.h“\r\.(‘)!xfo;?é yém‘. which As they Ulep‘-njt‘.f‘?; ’Fi:wd her on Twitter as
has done m»lhmﬂh.h\fé ;l:ganﬂ if her trend con- Sal\_lrday ‘!Emi{;u “‘<'ii1 @Ninansalazar
work hard to ac iev neans | e could be in their wor .
% gt tinues, she cOt change to get them
e hl%‘:)zllll 'l(os'?rfg‘li‘;j‘ the top 10 finishers on change a bit 10 &
coac! S i

jina N. Salazar can

(34th), Hannah

of Marshfield

) CW Sunday pm!nr;yr;;w kar
Rosholt’s Tami Scott (389) fin-
ished first Saturday during

Saturd  the

WIAA Division 3 Girls State Cross
Country meet at The Ridges Golf
urse in Wisconsin Rapi

B

y m’r.'wn.ums Rosholt finished in a tie for second- 8
& ournal place with New Glarus with 69 points.
E sco'lzilgo‘mpms — Jessie gd"tﬂ:'e Glamer Knights were award-

ushman a ts on second-place
the track are well documented. She is Of @ higher finish f:qw their sixth mﬂm-m
:p ﬁu;lﬁm ;z:'fl e‘;ghag:,np::: in the g:.mAlbany captured its third straight

add to those on 3 team championshi

impressive credentials. points a0

But success on the cross country

Hornets’' Bushman wins title

Joining Bushman in the top five for

of 13:05. Additional points came from
Jessica Omernik, who finished 14th in
yRvphoRdy 13:43, Tracy Omernik 16th (21st) in
14:31.

Rounding out the Rosholt varsity
Bust pulled away from defend- were Jessica Wanta 45th (55th) in

“I thought we ran well,” Roshol
ahead of coach Mike Trzebiatowski said. “The

to people, but I thought if we ran well

“We would’ve liked to have brought

TolkScandiavin’s Soolt Skitecs. sad Division. 3 race at the state
by Tom Charlesworth)

time of 17:52 over the 5,000-meter icrlmil:::‘:!)’l.Whjle % s

SULLA
PULLI

Ambherst’s Pulli
captures D3 title

pace,” said the 17-year-old
Pulli, who ran a winning
time of 15:08 after stumbling

down the straightaway
sectionals.

For the 13th consecutive
year, the state meet was
held in Wisconsin Rapids.
The Ridges Golf Course

served as this year’s site.

With Pulli leading the
way, the Falcons finished
sixth as a team with 186
points. Freshman Brittany
Dick turned in a 16;41 to
place 25th for Ambherst,
while senior stalwarts Jane
Ovanin (16:48) and
Samantha Diver (17:14)

Please see GIRLS, C-4
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GYMNAST

wj INDIVIDUA
—

The WIAA began hosting State
Gymnastics tournament in 1971, before
the Title IX legislation was passed.
The initial meet was held at Eau Claire
Memorial with one division. Since
1982, the state meet has been held

at Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln with two
divisions.

L GHAMPIONS

Kimberly Barden

2000 State Champion, Balance Beam

23 State Team Appearances

1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987 - 3",
1988, 1994, 1999, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015,

2016,2017,2021

SPASH andPacelliaretheonlyschoolsin Portage Countywhohave
had gymnastics programs. Pacelli had a gymnastics team from
1975 through 1984, competing through WISAA. There has been
only one individual event champion from SPASH, however, on a
team level, SPASH has qualified for 23 times and placed 3™

in 1987.

Athletes compete in four events for individual champion; balance

Team
champions are determined by totaling the scores for each team

beam, floor exercise, uneven parallel bars

member for each event.

KIMBERLY
BARDEN

i rI‘ "_,_.n; I’ -. i e } ._-‘. P,
5 ¥ (i gt
| 1'?‘,!'}_'." [ R

Kimberly Barden, SPASH
Balance Beam State Champion,
Division 1, 2000

Kimberly Barden, age 7

CLASS B

GIRL'S SIDE HORSE VAULTING: The
q 4 o]
Pre=flight and the after-flight.

I!I:H':F'T[‘I':::'LET: Take-off position, arms, shoulders, legs,
tTrajectory, lift of the body: and arriz wing
on the horse--position of the hands e -

aras, shoulders, hips and legs.

AFTER-FLIGHT: Repulsion--enerpy ar
vitality of reaction: balanco
bBetween the twoe flights (parts):

stretch and extensicon of the bodw

dUl‘il’la EI.:LI.'!""-fE..'q[, doscent==Hha
on the fleoor; general direecti
balance of the vault.

ey

Each girl performs two waults.

may be the sane or different. The bet
‘of the two vaults is counted for scor

Some types of vaults:

STOOF OF SQUAT

TAHASHITA-Piked handspring A A

WISCONSIN RAPIDS — Stevens Wﬂ ﬂm:aﬁfﬁ and third in
Point Area Senior High's girls gym- uneven Dars ¥ "
nastics team capped off another suc-  The Panthers were the lop ten!nm! ';ln
cessiul season by posting its highest wum@mnummﬁﬁ
finish ever in 8 WLAA state meet Sat- lowed by Madison West with 8.
urday. and Brookfleld Central 3.7. e

gymnasts finished 8  Mary Picconatto led SPASH In

drong third behind Madison West and  event with a 9.0 score, followed by Re-
Brookfield Central in team competi- mmms.mmugm
Hon at the Lincoln High Fieldhouse g3 Shari Warner scored 7. 'ﬂmdum
and placed three girls in the individu- natto placed ninth among inds
al finals. and Pionek 11th.

) team in Moor exer-

West won the Class A crown with ‘Galng last as a ‘ x

113.4667 points, followed by Brookfield cise really hﬂpednn u!wtum :m m!m >
Central with 1125333 and the Panthers said Calboun. oor "
110,875, . our best event of the day.

Whitefish Bay was fourth with a Madison West ':mmﬁlgﬂhm
1104 score, followed by lLa Crosse beam mm :—1m':sa =
Central with 1102167, Kimberly-Kau- followed by SP — :
ksuna 1076667, Kenosha Bradford Eroolkfield Central 23.1. _
104.6383, Salem 103.1867, Neensh * ghuds led the Panthers with an i
102, 7083 and Hudson 96,8583

score, followed by -Tolkwlleﬂl!r?u;l:’h
ird place finish was the best 8.467, Pionek 8,033 ;
w?r"ntmmf for SPASH, which was Sheda and Hettler Mﬁdﬁ.ur mt:—
stuck in sixth place the last few years. dlkuﬂmwﬂ:lmmm c.
> simpl d L day,” said West unevern .
SPASH Cosch ey ons “Placing wih & 81 sore. followd by y Brodk.
i has been our goal ever Central \
m;?:i‘rl;dudprmm” La Crosse Central with 35433,

1976 Pacelli Gymnastics team

1w

and vault.

Barden wins
state title on
the beam

state title on the balance

coln High School.

} | with a score of 9.383.
Y The second place fin-

had a score of 9.267.
“Kimberly was very
deserving of winning this
title,” said SPASH coach
Mary Olszewski. “She

routine with a lot of diffi- |
~ culty and went through it |

without any major wob-
* bles,” '
.. SPASH’s other com- |
Fpetitor;” senior Tracy'"’
“Knippel finished 14th in
the floor exercises, |

horse vault consists of

a . . r-
principal parts, the e

lance &y 5 A%
and

CARTWHELL A

HECHT-Stretchoed bodyino 'f-wp_-:--'-._;
rotation dzi:l- A

HANDSERING-Stretched body A, P

SPASH gymnasts net best state finish |

i j i ard-  Wnuk and Hettler will be lost to grad-
vidual finals while Pionek was aw gL A oo
Kari and Tracy Shuda returning.

|

|

Central i |

with a 2.3 score. Brookfield Madison West used a strong overall |
|

ed 12th and Warner 13th.
La Crosse Central was tops in vault

scored 36,087 and the Panthers 24.9.

“We had to compete first as a team g
on vault,” said Calboun, “and going  ercise.
first in the stale meet is a definite dis-  {ry)

advantage. Our scores weren't that gopre Second place went to T
hlghmvauh,huww!rllwﬂrlstm Woensch of
hack strong on bars, beam and . ghared first

very -
floar, which was a good slgn.

Pionek rounded ocut the Panther Gabrielle Maha
m-ﬂhml.-mmmm- Central placed in all

around competition, finishing ninth.
Warner scored 8.0417. plonship

In individual finals, Picconatto tied ﬁﬂﬂ’ ad

for sixth in bars (8.63), Hettler was

seventh in balance beam (7.53) and Natalie
Shuds eighth in balance beam Waensch for first

ﬁ.;). £« round out the individual winners. -

. ¢ that Karl and Jolie In Class B, De Pere emerged

wcrl!t::g?ullfy for finals in bal- victor with 103.?1_11’ pdnll-mlm- |

mbammunryinumvmplm" oh was second with 102.700.

said Calboun. “That was frosting on Jill Ga

the cake for us.” was the

all year to achieve their goal. an 8.6 effort, followed by Tracy Shada ,

Stevens Point Journal, March 16, 1987

WISCONSIN RAPIDS |
— Stevens Point Area
Senior High senior Kim |
Barden closed out her |
prep gymnastics career |
by winning the Division 1 '

beam at the WIAA State |
Gymnastics Meet at Rl |

Barden won the event

isher, Michelle Fritsch of |
Sheboygan South/North |

had a clean routine and a |

pedmnncewﬂnthemmAl_um
Pionek led SPASH with an 8.5 score,  title. The Wuftf vl

followed by Picconatto with 83, Wartr  © o L o e events.

er 8.1 and Kim Wnuk 8.067. Pionek

took 0th and Picconatto 2ad. Runnpér-up

%
g

of Mew Richmond |

YMCA GYMNASTS who won medals in recent state compelition incloded (from left) Kelly

QUIZ

all-aroun
Olympic
medals h
neen Wo

Jnited S
women?

SPORTS

WIAA STATE
GIRLS a0 BOYS

HIGH SCHOOL
GYMNASTICS
MEET

MARCH 15, 1975

WAUKESHA SOUTH
HIGH SCHOOL

OFFICIAL PROGRAM 50¢ |8

Rogers, Krista Wright, Tiffony Borden ond Soro Derbick.

4 10-and-under Kelly Rogers n the 310 divizin,
The three Stevens Point YMCA Sara Derbick won the finished second off the gneven bars
B :ﬁ“mﬂ"‘w"ﬂ with a score of 8.1 and Tara Derbick

; - from winning the floor exercise, scor- took a seventh in the floor exercise

cighth on the uneven bars (7.9) and
Neenah with 118.55 points. all-around competi- licole Wolensky had a pair ol sev-
h'rmuaﬂuﬂlﬂdmdh :ﬂ,hm enth place finishes, on the uneven
the all-around in the 11-and-under divi- 3 bars (7.5) and vault (8.1) to finish
sion with a score of J1.1. She was sec- 0 0y Wick, competing in the jur-  with an all-around score of 30.15 for
mnhmm@.m jor division wmmmm 10th place.
and added 3 third In the vault (T85). b (7.89) to capture ninth all.  Dawn Pawlitzke was sixth

Ploconatto added a sixth place ercise (3.0) in the 1112 division while

£roup. MJ:lhTmm.mllm‘h T\thy_“’alhtrtmkﬁilhuﬂﬂnn—

Mence, in the 1-andolder o von bars. non Smith ninth on the balance bean

division, d a sixth place in the with respective scores of 7.8 and 7.45.
thoor - with an B.4. Other members of Team HJI are

Other members of the “ptionals Almee Wright, Kelly Rychter, Jackie  Other members of Team IV,

Team include Katie Siplors. Almee Viertel, Kimberly Tesch, Jullanma  coached by Tina Verhyen, Chris Bar-

(tlennoa,

holski, Andi Barling, Heather W han, Heidi Miller, Rachel Schoessow npury Margaret Domka, Gail Jurgel

bewer, Meredith Woltnsky and Erin and Katie Trachte. They are coached ), Dep Steinke, Leah Swanson, Kelly

Curless. The Optionals coath (s Bon- by Audrey Schmeeckle and Dawn  wright Tracie Derbick, Jaime Carter,

nie Anger. o ul Simpeaon Raquel Cramlet, Bridget Konopacki,

Team III finished fifth hﬂa.h, The beginning level Team [V placed  Jennifer Halderson, Jamie Koch,

Littie M35 In the 1f-toamn Deld at = sixth out of 17 teams in the state meet  Gretchen Weingarten and Leigh Whit
]

Jeanne Ordens, Kuly Gre- Osborne, Kelly Olson, Tanion Houli-  den and Jill Koci, included Gretchen
ein-

any girls got their start in gymnastics at the Stevens Point YMCA

How many
individual

d
gold
ave
N by

in
vault (8.15) and ninth in the floor

LdLES

. THE SPASH GYMNASTICS mam, which won the 'Wisconsls Wolley Confersnce fitle asd WIAA regional cnd e Falls Sectonal
tienal crawes this ssoton, compates i the WIAA Swss Mes Sowrdoy o Wiscoask Ropah. Teom mambarn o
[fromt] wority sssisiost coock Jill Var Diss, Mary Piccoaatio, Kim Wauk, Tracy Sheda, Kori Sheda, head coach

Panther gymnastics

We've had @ pood wesk of prac- Tha Panthars won'L fisdl oot e
Bow.” pabd SPASH Coach Do order they will pompes in e
Calhoun. “Tha girie sre Sred up rveets ol Saterday morneny
raare thas bafory. They kmow Uy Calfhoun wasd thal T rier wotie
vy Lo bl Lo be in the el teres cad b o ischor.

SPASH's neup for Saturday’s “The erder b really B lack of
mael b as fellows: oo e drww, who goes Gt where,”
— Retuw Flonch, Mary Plorotalio e sabd ] hipe we dte competing

Sports Quiz Answer: 5 in 5 consecutive
Olympics since 2004




Hailey Thompson, a 2011 SPASH
graduate, competed in Whitewater
Canoe Slalom events nationally and
internationally from 2008-2011 but has
beenplaying onthe whitewatersinceage
12. Whitewater canoe involves kneeling
with a single bladed paddle navigating
a slalom course. In 2010, she was the
top ranked women’s whitewater canoe

paddler in the United States and took

the bronze medal in IFC Canoe Slalom Junior World Championships in

Foix, France, becoming the first American woman in her sport to reach
the podium in international competition.

=1 INDIVIDUAL GHAMPI

HAILEY THOMPSON

US Senior Slalom National
Team Member

World Cup Semi-Finals 2011
National Champion 2011

1st in US. National Team
Trials 2011

Bronze medal at Junior World
Championship 2010

6" Senior World
Championship 2010

Hailey continues to kayak the whitewater rivers near her home in

Anchorage, Alaska as well as around the world, championing the cause
of protecting wild riverways and their habitats.

Battling the waves

YAl KHA/FOR THE JOURMAL

Hailey Thompson, of Stevens Point, competes Saturday during the USA Canoe & Kayak Team Trials at the Whitewater Park in downtown Wausau.

Stevens Point teen makes national canoe, kayak team

By NICOLE STRITTMATER
JOURMAL STAFF

For the third straight
year, Stevens Point ath-
lete Hailey Thompson
has made the USA Canoe
and Kayak National
Slalom Team.

Thompson, 16, fought
against the best white-
water paddlers in the
country to keep her
spot on the team dur-
ing the USA Canoe &
Kayak Team Trials,
which took place Friday
through Sunday in
Wausau.

She made the senior
national team for wom-

en's whitewater canoeing.
She placed first, making
her the top ranked pad-
dler in the U.S, She also
made the junior national
team for canoeing and
kayaking.

In 2008 and 2009, she
was on both the junior
and senior teams for
canoeing. This is the
first year she made the
junior national team for
kayaking, said Ashley
Knutson, operations
manager for the Wausau
Kayak and Canoe
Corporation.

This summer,
Thompson will compete
in the Senior World Cup

Series, which involves
three different races
in Europe. She’ll com-
pete in a variety of
races to determine her
International Canoe
Federation ranking,

She also will compete
in the Junior World
Championships in
France in July.

If this were an Olympic
year, these races would
help determine who
goes to the next games,
Knutson said.

Thompson has her eye
on the Olympics, but
women's canoeing isn't
an Olympic event. She
and her parents, Jean

Buckley and Michael
Thompson, have more
than 1,200 signatures
on a petition they will
send to the International
Canoe Federation
and the International
Olympic Committee.

Thompson has been
maneuvering through
a whitewater river in
kayaks and canoes since
she was 12. Whitewater
kayaking involves sitting
down in the kayak with
a double-bladed paddle.
In a canoe, she is kneel-
ing with a single-bladed
paddle.

In addition to mak-
ing the national teams,

Stevens Point Journal May 2, 2010

she has been the Junior
Olympics Overall
Champion three times.
She won the Junior
Olympics freestyle,
extreme slalom and boat-
er cross events and has
been the Junior Midwest
Freestyle Champion. She
won the U.S. Open, a
slalom race, in 2009 and
2010, after she took third
place in 2008,

She placed second
at the Olympic trials
in 2008 and fourth at
pre-Worlds in Tacen,
Slovenia in 2009.

Thompson was not
available for comment by
press time,

Pagn- 20

Thompson caps summer by

By JOAN KEMMETER
of The Gazetie _

Stevens Point Area Scnior High 'Sn;_hmi-l
{SPASI senice Hailey Thompson didn’t
have a typical summer.

The 17-year-old world-class paddler was
one of five athictes invited 1o train with the
French Canoe Federation in Furope, whene
che visited 10 different counines over a
trec-month period and competed in the
Werld Cup and World Championship.

And while she had some ups and downs
along the way, Thompson capped t_mr rn h'-
winning the USA MNational Championship in
Whitewater Stalom Canoe on the Mantahaka
River in Bryson City, M.C., Saturday and
Sunday, Oct. 1 and 2.

“q wag pretty awescme,” said Thempson
of her summer. <1 experienced so many qul-
tural things that just blew my mind. 1 can'l
even say how forfunate and how grateful 1
am for that experience.”

After winning the women's smg!c canne
(C1W) ot the Senior Team Trials in Char-
lotte, N.C., in April, Thompson started her
summer by winning the women's single
kavak (K1W) and C1W events al the 2011
Jutior Team Trials in Wansau fune 23 and
26,

“I"'m normally not as streng in |th_c kayak),
so that was great, and 1 really enjoyed the
race.” said Thompson “And shoetly after
[ pocked up my bags and hcad:id over to
Europe for the next three months.”

She spent the month of July in France
training with the French Canoc Federation,
with an international team of athletes from

Taiwan, Thailand, Finland and _Soulh A:h':ca;

It was quite 3 culturally diverse team,-
said Thompson. “So that was just a phenom-
enal cxpeeicnoe. 1 got 10 train on some of the

best venues in the world
o ! 25

Portage County Gazette August 13, 2010, photo by John Thompson

Cup in Prague, Caech Republic, where she
practiced for a week before the competition
on Ang. 12-14 3
After finishing her first C1W nm o the
World Cup No. 4 race, she got out of her
boat to discover that the boat didn™t pass the
weight inspection because It Was oo light,
“Go | was actually disqualified Fom the
first World Cup that 1 competed n,” said
Thompson. T was a blow to the cgo, for
sure. | was kind of tking 3 hard bit for my
first international race of the summer.”
Following the World Cup, Thompson
raveled 1o Bratislava, Skovikia, where she
trained with Team USA for ﬂutr:-ud-a-;mlf
weeks, prior to the 2011 World Champion-
ghips Sept. 7-11. i
She said the team went through Dﬁtb—ﬂ.«d%y}
of training on the course in Bratiskave, which
was in the middle of the Danube, the second-
longest river in Europe ; 4
Q?chnt there, and there were !ﬂ'u.' 6Ll
drops, and just rofling waves,” said Thomp-
som. ] was just overjoyed, because W0 me,
that’s like hesven.
wand 1 was really excited, because my
parents actually showed up to watch me at
Waorids, and | hadn't seen them for teo-and-
adulf months,” said Thompson. i
Ihe Workd Clampionships began on Fri-
day, Sept. 9, after the first two days were
delayed due to wind. Her first run was good
ﬂlt'l;ﬂ'_h fo get her into the semifinals, bat she
ran into problems on her second nun
= was just so thrilled, becausc [_w::i hav-
ing onc of the best runs of my life, said
Thompsen. “1 got to Gate 17, and 1 flipped.
And 1 was just like, shocked.
aGq | rolled back up and I went back for
the gate that 1 had missed,” said Thompson.
“f findshed my run and [ pretty much l\'-l'n."wl
wiss either not making semis or it was close.
ended up beine one-

or time of 170 L

-dl-dl-‘-‘-i-‘ e —y =t

Sports

winning National

e 4

October 14, 2011

Championship

Stevens Point Area Senior High School {SPASH) senior Hai

i B

i itewater Sla-
won the USA National Championship In Wh
;I'ol:norg;;:an: on the Nantahala River in Bryson City, N.C., Saturday and
Sunday, Oct. 1 and 2. (John Michael Thompson photo)

qualifier, as she ended her trip with a 21st-
place finish. o

“if was a bitter pill to swallow.” sa_ld
Thompsan. 1 definfiely stroggled with it
I mean, 218t in the world, 1 don't foel like |
could complain about it.

“Bui 1 d?lm'!'t feel that [ had compeled o
my potential,” said Thompson. ;

Afier flying ou of Paris and retuming
Tyome to Stevens Point, Thompson was hack
at school the next day, where she missed the
first twve weeks of the school year

“Coming home was wonderful after three
manths of being away,” said Thompson.

She figured she was done competing for
the vear, since she was already two weeks
behind on school werk, and had ruled out
going W the USA National Championship in

-,dlld-

However, as the final competition of the
year for national athlctes was approachin:.
she to recnnsider. -

"lt:crﬁj\ll}' said ‘no, 1 won't hL- going.™
siid Thompson, “But there was _|u-_u1k.|.ud_at

this nagging sensation like, “you G t l:msh
your sezson and not feel good about i,

My o could tell, and she talked to mt
ahout it, and my dad talked to me about i,
eaid Thompson. “And the cnn:lmlmlt was,
*you've got 1o 2o 10 Mationals, or you'ne pod

aoing to forgive yourself™ 2
5 Wifh ll'l‘:l:‘.5 dhe took 2 red-eye flight to
Charlotie and got there two days before the
start of the USA National Championship oo
Suturday and Sunday, Oct. 1 and 1.'
After the first day of qualificatioms, :#w
i olace. At the end of the semil-

SPORTS

Hailey Thompson (far right) smiles at the awards ceremony after she received the bronze medal in wom

en’s canoe at the 2010 IFC Canoe Slalom Junior World Championship in Foix, France, on Sunda
11. (John Michael Thompson photo

QUIZ

Where
did the
WOIC
canoe
come
from?

y, July

Sports Quiz Answer: Kanawa, from the native Arawakan

language (Caribbean) to describe their dugout vessel.




The 1t WIAA girls golf tournament was held in the fall of 1972 at a golf
course in the Appleton area with one division but the earliest program in
the WIAA archives is from 1996. The current tournament is held at the
University Ridge Golf Course near Madison with two divisions.

Although there has been a girls state golf tournament since 1972, SPASH
formed its first girls golf team in 2008 and in 2021 Riley Pechinski won
the Girls State Championship. Prior to this time, girls were able to play on
the boys teams, if they could qualify for the team. Over the years,
Pacelli has had girls on the boys golf team. Jesse Thompson
qualified as an alternate on the SPASH golf team at the 2003 State

tournament. Jennifer Glodowski played the #2 spot on the Amherst team
in 2003.

make the
grade on

By SCOTT WILLIAMS
Journal staff

Any decbate in Wisconsin
over female golfers playing
with men begean long before
Annika Sorenstam arrived
in Texas this week.

Aceording tn the WIAA
calendar, spring is the boys
golf season in the state.
Technically, the prep girls
golf season is suppose tc be
reserved for fall.

But competitors are tak
ing & double-take while on
the course. Yes, those are
girls teeing il up with a
handful of boys golf teams
in the area, including
Stevens Puinl Area Senior
High, Amherst, Marion and
Manawa.

That begs the burning
guestion. “If girls have
their own golf season, why
are they allowed to compete
with the boys?”

“We wanted to allow girls

a chance ‘o play if their
school doesn't kave a girls
golf leam,” said Tom

Shafranski, assistant direc-

tor of the WIAA. “That is

Shea Susk
Row 1. Travis Larson, Dan Janikowski,Ryan Johndro, Justin Kofbus, Michael Borgan,
Row 2: Brian Pionkowskl, Kris Herek, Tony Anderson, Andrew Reed, Nic Genske, Lance Klessig
Amos French. Row 3: Matt Clinton, Michael Toftum, Derek J. Konkol, Jelf Cloninger, Jeremy

Amhb 'Y Orgen, iy
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Ambherst Golf Team: A

. b T
ndy Harvey, Louis Diver, Aaron Dose, M

Coach Harvey, Josh Pacocha, Jennifer Glodowski Shea Suski

boys teams £ 3

| INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONS

SPASH'S JESSE THOMPSON
lees off during the final leg of the
Wisconsin Valley Tournament
held at Bulls Eye Country Club
'n Wisconsin Rapids on Friday.
. Thompson is one cf a handful of
girls which compete on prep
~ boys golf teams in  central

SPORTS
QUIZ

RILEY PECHINSKI

SPASH - WIAA Girls Golf State Champion 2021
2022 10* WIAA State Tournament

WPGA Junior Tour Par 3 Champion Sand Valley 2020, 2021, 2022
Players Tour - 2" at Blackwolf Run (2022) & 1+ at Bullseye Country Club
Qualified for PGA Junior National Championship
2023 Wisconsin Cup Team Member

Girls Golfer of the Year, Nominee, NEWI (North East Wisconsin) Prep Award show

sconain Hioto

Sports Quiz Answer: Kathy Whitworth,
88 LPGA tour wins, more than anyone

Who ho
‘he reco

or the

Nrofess

ds
d
most
ona

oolf tour

WINS?

else on the PGA and LPGA tour.




1 INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONS

NORDIC SKII

The lola Winter Sports Club Nordic
ski team was formed in 2001 with
team members from Rosholt, Amherst,
lola Scandinavia, Stevens Point and
Waupaca. Skiers compete in distance
and sprint events individually and as a
team in the Wisconsin Nordic Ski League
(WNSL) with 400 athletes participating
on 33 teams. Team champions are
determined by the top 3 finishers for
each team.

Skiers can also qualify to compete as
part of their regional team at the United
States Ski Association Nordic (USAA)
Junior Nationals based on points
accumulated during a season.

TEAM

State Team Championship
1t2014, 32018

INDIVIDUAL WNSL

Emma Barnes
27 2014, 5t 2013

Alissa Niggemann
Champion 2015

USAA JUNIOR NATIONALS

Emma Barnes
Lily Kraft
Alissa Niggemann

2014 Wisconsin Nordic League State Champion team

I 2

g §

%NORDIC
w "Rd)UP

\ Opportumtles

2018 Wisconsin Nordic League 3rd place team

2022/2023 IWSC Gir

EMMA
BARNES

When did
women start
competing

IN Cross
country skiing
events at

the Olympic
Games?

SPORTS
Qu1Z

ALISSA
NIGGEMANN

LILY
KRAFT

Emma Barnes and Lily Kraft

Sports Quiz Answer: Oslo, Norway 1952




INDIVIDUAL GHAMPIONS

In 1970 the WIAA began sponsoring a tournament program in girls swimming
and since 1978 the meet has been held at the UW-Madison Natatorium.
There was one division until 1993 when a two-division format was adopted.
In addition to diving, swimmers compete in 8 individual events at distances
from 50 yards to 500 yards with 4 types of swim strokes butterfly, backstroke,
breaststroke and freestyle as well as 3 relay events.

Which female
nas won the
most Olympic
swimming
medals for
‘he United
States?

QUIZ

SPORTS

SPASH is the only school in Portage County with a swim program. Although
there are no team or individual state champions from Portage County, SPASH
girls swim team counts 20 Wisconsin Valley Conference Championship.s.
Natalie Neuwirth had a very successful swim career both at SPASH and in
YMCA national competition and went on to compete in college.

WISCONSIN

I INTERSCHOLASTIC
AA ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

ey .}:ﬂ#ﬁw %
o N

e
o

1971 Stevens Point Area YMCA Dolphin Swim team, P.J. Jacobs poo

1975

WIAA GIRLS STATE HIGH SCHOOL

Four arca swimmers from the Stevens

SPDY swimmers take National Championship in 200 free reia

: . s, Nt only s this a g deal for thase ; ; Ty “ ]
ot Anen YMOA SPDY swing team cap-  fowur gids, but for our YMCA ewim team ; . - .
SWIMMING AND DIVING CHAMPIONSHIP tured & National Titke in the 200 free relay

A% a whode™
in the Y Long Course National ( “hampion- Becca Weiland, o 17vearold from Wis
ships 10 College Park, Md., Tuly 26-30. consin Rapids. made the championship

The team of Janma Check. Beoca Wei-  [inals in al) of her indin ihuaal -.'-\.‘.II::H- She
and, Racheal Weiland and Matalie New-  was the National Champion in the 50 (I in
wirth won the event in a fime of 1 mimte 2009 and narrowls missed first place this

year agamst her East Coast rival, Emily

41957 seconds. The time was Approximate-

WHITEF’SH BA Y ¥ v second from setling a new Mational Lioyd. Liovd fell short of Weilands 2005

' Roecord record, while Becca tosinkl A conmd with a
ngh School It was exciting to be a Mational Champi- time of 2822 seconds

b my First Matsona] Mewi,™ smicl | heck,

the voungest member of the Hur-person

Reces Weiland alse ||5:b.'|.'|.|. in theee more
Oct. 31 - Nov. 1 indrvdual events, as she was thind in the 50

=R, free with a time of 26,57, sixth in the 100
“With a small tean “ ; 3 20 2y . il i
With smaldl team !'!-q.'u'ln'._-_' Ol fo @ free &t 320 and 10 in ilse 100 v with a
Mational Meet, we had an amazing meet™ tame of 104,70
T——

sand Becea Weiland, “T couldn’t have as ked
fior & betber endin

Natalic Meuwirth, 15, who will be g soph-
2 oamore Al Steve
Each swimmer qualified for multipde
ndividual events, as well as four relave round 1 Pwo evends, the
The girds also made it to the podium as &  time of 1:00.2% and in T
wam with a third-place finish in the 400  time of 212 & ). She finis
tree relay in a time of 4:00.07, swrnimners in the S0 fre

« Point Area Sendor High
School, made the finals in the consolation

The 200 free relay team from the Stevens Point Area YMCA SPDY
_ swim team Captured the National Title in that event at the Y Long
N free with . c0Urse National ChamPipnshi_p:i in College Park, Md., July 26-30.
od 26 ot of 152 The team won the event in a time of 1 minute 49.57 seconds, abouwut

- ¥ | i 2812 seconds  ON€ S@cond short of a new National Record. Team members included,
| Loach Erie Demrow szaid he w as  and earned a personal best i the 200 imter- from left, Racheal Weiland, Janna Ch\ECH. coach
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Stovens Poimt Area Sanior High's Natali

S,

West in Stevens POINL. CASEY LAKES TIVINS POINT JOURIAL

Neuwirth has sights set on top-three finish at state meet

By Mate Woelfel

Foer Th Sourma

Like a growing number of rhg
state’s best high school athletes,
Matalie Neuwirth only compeles
in one sport. A

But, lihl: Stevens Point Area

4 swimmer. She'll swim in
:ﬂ:-uzvem * SPASH coach Huvn
Hall said. “All of her strokes at e
fundamentally strong, and she
has this natural ability to get up
and go and the drop of a dime. ;

The three-time state qualifier
has some unfin-

ot swims s patofthe 200 madiey rlay st week ginst Wausau

“f think she's aiready been
putting in the extra work pms_tdc.
of the pool practices, she's going
above and beyond mz;lur}lg sure
she does dome dry land exer-
cises, * Hall said, “1 think that's
really going to help when we get
to the end of the season Y

Hall believes that Neuwirth's

impressed that s a small prowp could

emerge not oaly with a Nationsl Tithe, bt

sl e ey
oalx Capure «

1zhith 'l'-|.'.|'-.' overall out of 48

S 8l Tee meet.

am very peoud of all four girls and all

that they accomplished 3 the meed,” he

NATALIE
NEUWIRTH

tveslisite medlew with 2 time of 23181
Racheal Weiland, who will be a junior a1

Lineols High School in Wise '

improvesd her Hmes o mame

=in Rapids.  breast (1:20.98
ol @vVenis,
a 3*-place finish in the SO0 bress
904, She also competad 0 Es

Meuwirth and Becc

(100, the 200 free (2:16.00) and the HILH

o

|
!

Check participsled m ber first Magions|
Meet and competed in the 50 free (29.26:),
I Freg e BN Iree (1502

) oamed the A0 e I}

| & |

i i )

s - . ’ .
e girls have a week of rest Before the
-l_:.|'| s sejsons st i =aad thew «

b returm to the Y Mational ¢ rampionship:

S LRI

_ Eric Demrow, Natalie
a Weiland. (Contributed photo)

August 8, 2010

* Neuwirth, Check |

heading back to state |

vy = —
3 ¥ I i = U e ‘
- gl siness. She ! h : } ) 2 >
Sentor High swimming standout - ; ;r-:l:?lit:"‘ti&lln:nlh the drive is what ultimately sets her }. ; ‘ A ( A " -~ * —
likes to keep her training routine {| topthree places, apart, e ol o : t Badge - g e o “
“cn-mu“?;d.m stay like a multi- ® ® 1 taking l'uul‘lhl o ]:hf- wl[w-t];i"]fu:!-thure making sure 7 fi} and Natalie Neuwirth won gold medals a R o =
" e ¥ like A ; reestyle her  self, shes v work
5 :tlgtsl‘\lcltc even though I'm not ey 200 e dL soph-  that she does the necessary 'ﬂl‘lﬂ Abby Graf (left) kesha. (Contributed photo) P w 3 ‘
Spo : « freshman and sop 11 said. “You Games in Wau
in other sports,” Neuwirth said. omore year, and toget that Eml'qhns her. There's State Gam e
“1 like to run every day. 1f 1 don't atalie  claiming fifthin the don’t have to pus e b goiag
get my rym in, T don't feel fit vis :cuawirth 50 freestyle a year alotof internal m

the L. 2
'thpe[:ulrirlh. who started swim-
ming competitively .when she
was 5 yvears old, still likes to
draw from her experiemces in
other sports, just to keep things
fresh.

“] used to be a gymnast f{_»r
seven years,” Neuw:rt_h sald. *1
still am on my trampoline on my
hackyard every day for an howr,

The various fraining methods
have made her fit to compete in &
wide range of evenis.

ago.
The goal for 2012 is pretiy
r-cut
CLE:J; qunl top-three, 1 really
want top-three,” Neuwirth .-im_d:
“Besides that, 1 want to get my
pest times and 1 just want to be
petter as a swimmer. | just hm‘g
to focus on the little things this
year that will hMp'nwho abetter
y swimmer.
melllf:'lrlcnach knows that she has
put in the work to help her claim
the elusive top spots.

there v
i \RE]hilc improving upon past
finishes is a clear priority for
Neuwirth, her career hke]y will
continue beyond the high school
Jevel. She hopes 1o SWim At the
collegiate level, but is unsure of
where that geal will take her.

“I'm going to kind of !e: ‘n
come tome. 1 haveno experience
with this recruiting stuff, I\qu—
wirth said. “It's a little over-
whelming, but it's tjun 1'm ;u:«J
going to see where it takes me.

Iocal swimmers compete
in Badger State Games

'
watalie Neuwirth competed in '.%IIC : ‘l
age group and won $iX gold m‘cJ_. s : .‘-“I.
<0 100 and 200 frocsty I_:‘. the ..“”.tlf.u
-..ul medley (IM): the 100 backstroke, ofi

.- (SenBadges pags 3L

Fout area swimmers from the S.w'. cl-b!
Po it YMCA SPDY swimmers g:\r?mp; 1:--
in the swimpting events at the Badger a;‘
Games in Waukesha on Froday Taoug)

" ‘ 3,34,
Sy, W S A A

| L \
€.
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Stevens Point Area Senior High will be represented at the WIAA Division 1 State Swimming meet this weekend by
(clockwise from left) Natalie Neuwirth, Sara Tainter, Ashley Tikalsky and Skyelar Voim. Not pictured is Janna Check. scorr . |

Natalie Neuwirth (from left), Jann

S Check and Abby Grat hoid Skevisl  DUO set to swim individual events, relays ||

et through = , - , I
o ot T Waul it Gar”?;:l;:nd“ 2 g S“TnA :Y:.”‘ams l ve been stuck at around fourth and fifth (in the 200 ' ‘
v;::":j ' ej““"yzz‘“ e (C""mb“‘*d‘_f__. Ty scott willams@cwmews net freestyle), so I really want to get higher on the
nday, : . in Waukesha. (Com hobo)
ot " S e i L e Juigl i

T S — podium. At sectionals, I swam a decent time, so I ‘ ‘
Natalie Neuw and Janna

Check will be busy Saturday at the hope to go faster. We have good competition around
WIAA Division 1 State Swimming

SPASH Girls Swim

20t conference championship title

Meet in Madison.

Then again, putting in a long
day’s work at the UW Natatorium is
nothing new for the Stevens Point
Area Senior High duo.

Check and Neuwirth will each be
making their fourth, and final, ap-
pearance at the state meet, and
their coach feels it's only fitting
both cap off their careers on the ul-
timate stage.

“It’s really exciting to see them
work so hard and see it come to fru-
ition as seniors to make it back to
the state meet,” SPASH coach Ben
Hall said. “I'm confident Janna and
Natalie are going to swim at a highly
competitive level at state.”

Neuwirth heads to the state meet
looking to climb a couple steps on
the podium in both the 200-yard
freestyle and the 100 freestyle.

On paper, there are legitimate
reasons to believe not only can Neu-
wirth improve on her previous state
results, but perhaps be in conten-
tion for a state championship.

That is particularly true in the
200 freestyle where her time of 1

minute, SL26 scconds is currently

here (central Wisconsin), and I'm going to see good ‘ ‘

competition there.”
NATALIE NEUWIRTH

SPASH senior on her fourth and final WIAA state swim meet appearance ‘

the fourth fastest in the state — and
Just 3 seconds off the top qualifier
Abby Jagdfeld of Waukesha South/
Mukwonago.

She is seeded 11th in the 100 free-
style (52.95).

“I've been stuck at around fourth
and fifth (in the 200 freestyle), so I
really want to get higher on the po-
dium,” Neuwirth said. “At section-
als, I swam a decent time, so I hope
to go faster. We have good competi-
tion around here (central Wiscon-
sin), and I'm going to see good com-
petition the;

Hall believes seeing the strong
competition at state will bring out
the best in his talented swimmer.

“The stronger the competition,
the stronger she swims and faster
she goes. I think Natalie can be in
the top five in the 200 and the top 10
for the 100,” the Panthers coach
said —There is going 1o be a lot of

positive energy to feed off there.” ‘

Meanwhile, Check will be look- {
ing to leave her mark in the 100 but- ‘
terfly, where she holds the the 19th
best time coming into the state meet {
at 59.75 seconds. ‘

“T'd like to see Janna maybe get
in the top 10 and get on the podium,” ‘
Hall said.

Check and Neuwirth will also
help comprise the 200 freestyle and
200 medley relays teams for the ‘
Panthers, along with Sara Tainter
and Skyelar Volm.

SPASH enters the meet seeded ‘
16th in the 200 medley r
time of 1:51.54, while the 200 free-
style relay comes in seeded 21st in ‘
1:41.56. ‘

“We really hope we can break the
school record in the 200 medley re- ‘
lay, and in the 200 freestyle relay,

we would like to reaily improve on
Quitime, Neuwicth said,

Sports Quiz Answer: Katie Ledecky,

/ Olympic gold medals and 19 World
Championship medals.
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According to the WIAA History archives, girls had competed on boys teams
foranumber of years before the Board of Control approved the establishment
of the State Girls Individual Wrestling Tournament at its meeting on June
24, 2020 to be implemented in 2022. The first-ever State Girls Individual
Wrestling Tournament was held on Jan. 29, 2022 in La Crosse with 261
wrestlers in 12 weight classes. Girls are able to continue their participation
on boys teams for sectionals and the Boys State Team Tournament if they
elect to forego the girls tournament.

What Is the
wrestling

Jniform
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Lia Peterson of Amherst competes in the WIAA Girls Wrestling and trains with
her fellow male Amherst teammates. Lia follows in the footsteps of another
Amherst woman wrestler, Kathy Pacocha.
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Winter R Wrestling coaches push for girls division at state

Mark Stewart

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

|

] " entine

] e a m S O USA TODAY NETWORK -~ WISCONSIN
|

GREENFIELD - The time has come

for a girls wrestling state tournament.

At the beginning of the season the That is the message the Wisconsin
wrestlers weren't epecting much. But Paul e ke, Amrtdion._

I spreading this month. During the first

Hansen, Cory SUSk], Rob Carey, Al KOﬂkOl, two WIAA area meetings, the WWCA

= had a statement calling for the WIAA to

- and Todd OStTOWkSl were all able to advance add a girls division to the state tourna-

ment in time for the 2020-21 season.

\ as far as Sectionals
| eclionals. West Allis Hale athletic director Elliot

|
i Rob Carey was rated MVP, Turben Bor- Kramsky, acting on behalf of his wres-
: . . tling coach, read the statement at the
: gen MIP, And Todd Ostrowski was captain area meeting held at Greenfield on 4
- of the squad. Rob Carey was also a standout —c |
| = ‘ The statement read, in part:
on the team for his 21—3 record; unfortu- “We would like to see the gender-eq-
| nate[y he was hit by the ﬂU durmg tourna- 'y ‘fnrgnfls TR S e, (:'urmnl]y‘. e
: provide girls an opportunity to win a ’
ment season. New on the team was Martin state title in individual sports like cross
g ¥ country, swimming, track, golf because
Collm, forlegn exchange student from itis nearly impossible for them to havea =
Sweden, thOUQh he had to drop out due to a mas:unab[e chance at a title competing ‘
; % against same-age male athletes.”
I broken finger. Kathy Pacocha was the first The WIAA's area meetings aren't offi-
3 : - cial gatherings where policy is intro-
. girl to go out for wresthpg at Amherst and duced. Rather it is a chance for athletic |
i i recewed mUCh attention fO!’ her meet directors to present ideas and discuss
" ‘ 1 pressing topics and an opportunity for
] o O : £ e : il e th & ; Cha”enges_ the WIAA's executive staff to get a pulse |
Wrestling Team: Front Row—Tricia Sankey, Tracey Miller. Row 2 artin Collin, Steve Shulfer, Paul Hansen Kathy P \cod Mr. Sippel received his 100th team victory ";l‘;'f]‘;tlﬁnflo::j ITe My
[(gow SusMk\. LIJ(‘”?[; Kdrp\nsk1, A_}!"ni TSII:”I- Bt”f kNI:_UW ("\();d?(}]r[( (I(T SLPPEL f"*};’" BorskL Ray Mlntmlg, Bab Carey, Tt as a coach agamst Menomlnee, and he had Illglgl school girls wrestling has in- Milwaukee Reagan’s Nayeli Garay, left, and West Allis Central's Josette Kassa were two of the state’s top 138-pound
orgen, ark, Brueggeman, Todc StrowskKi. 1SSINg: a eplinski, Dale Hintz > neleo o T T v 3 5 2 creased its presence in Wisconsin the wrestlers last season. ®ick wooD / M EE JO L SENTIN
: v 4 i A , Jeff Bleske y, Chris Rzentkowski, é hlgh-explgctahons fOf the next year with four past few seasons. Tournaments around & s e
| sectionalists returnmg. ll_le state have created girls-only divi-
:ll‘(.)ns a[l})ld o:usi(liot(])fhiglt] schoolcompe-  through llhc regionals before splitting organization about the matter and not- opportunity.”
. ition, the state is home to some nation's  into girls-only sectional and state ed that no school in the state has a girls Accordiflg to numbers provided b; |
1 987 Amherst Yearbook amcle mp‘sch(m]-age (.'?lIlpt‘lltﬂllS. River Falls meets. The proposal schedules the girls  wrestling team. Labecki during the moulinu?ﬂw;wvmgz
native Macey ll\llly. Fm instance, was  division of t.he state tournament for the “As 1 look at the national data on the number of girls who participated in high
named th(; nulmnal}glrls w[csllur of the wf‘t‘kcnd t,'l the boys team tournament most rapidly growing and emerging school wrestling in the past three years
year by USA TODAY in April. 4 with the hnals' slated for the time be- sports, Iseearcheryand1seegirlsrugby  is 81 compared to almost 7,000 for boys.
N{ust of the high schn_nl season, in-  tween (.‘.nmp]cnonnf the semifinals and  that's leading the way,” Anderson said WIAA guidelines say that 10% of its
c]u.dmgt'hc' postseason, girls compete in hcgmmng_of the championship duals. during the meeting. “It's not a conversa-  schools must sponsor a team in order for
weight :in\_'mmns ;3;33\11:\1 I.mys‘ i Labeckiand WIAA executive director  tion that we are closed to or opposed to,  the organization to sponsor a state tour=
; According to WIAA assistant dlrcc'tor Dave Andcrsnp questioned how much  but at this point and time we have not nament in that sport. Right now, therg
Wade Labecki, who handles wrestling interest there is for adding a girls divi- had member school administration ei- aren't any girls teams in the state. The

for the WIAA, the WWCA plan at this  sion to the state tournament series. An-  ther collectively or persistently say the girls who compete do so under the um-

point calls for girls to compete with boys dersonsaidno school has contacted the . WIAA needs {0 create a gidls wiestling  brella of the boys team.

KATHY PACOCHA

Kathy Pacocha of Amherst made Portage County
athletic history, becoming the first girl to compete
on a boys wrestling team in the 98 pound weight
class in 1987. Growing in up a wrestling family, her §
parents and her coach Pete Sippel supported her | '
athletic dreams.

At the 1987 conference meet as the *8 seed, she took 1% after pinning the
#1 seed in the 3" period. Kathy took 4" at Regionals, becoming one of five
wrestlers who ever scored points against 4x state champion wrestler, Matt
Hanutke of Pittsville. At the dual meet against Menomonie, she won her match,
giving her coach his 100™ career win, an extra special moment for Kathy and
her coach.

As a female wrestler, she faced many challenges, from using her coach’s office
as a locker room, to swim suit weigh-ins in the boys locker room in front of
teammates, to a referee who cut her hair at the weigh-in, claiming her hair did
not meet WIAA standards.

Kathy & Coach Sippel

f—"r

Kathy and her parents

Kathy & Jodie Hein of M anawa,
the only other female wrestler in state at the time

Sports Quiz Answer: Singlet




1 INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONS

INDIVIDUALS

Abby Dahlseng
2" JVII 2019

Annalisa Jaeger

The SPASH Co-ed Mountain Bike team
was started in 2014 with membgrs
from SPASH, P.J. Jacobs, Ben Franklin,

nat Is the
name of the

SPORTS

Tomorrow River Charter School, évus izatceh l‘\'dnﬁ:l;ocnhgbnzpzion 2022 device used
Wisconsin Rapids, lola and Pacelli. Clarabella Jaeger to ch ange
The 2022 team has 54 members (18 & IV State Meet 2092 oears on a
girls) and competes in the Wisconsin 4112022 Season

mountain
nike?

Interscholastic League. TEAM

3" Team Championship 2022

The athletes compete on a4 % to 5 %

mile lap course. Depending on the age . .
group, athletes compete overdistances ranging from 9-16 miles. Athletes

compete individually at each race and points are also .ac.cumulated over
the season to determine final season standings. Individual scores are
combined to determine team standings at each meet and across the

total season.

4 l'; '

S

Abby Dahlseng, right,

MUUNTAIN BIK
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' Jaeger leads SPASH to third in
state, second place iﬁnal race

BY JACOB HEID ' - ’ RO :
WATERLOO — The | e LY A B e
SPASH Mountain Biking | Y ;
Club took to the race track
on Oct. 23 for the final time
in 2022 at the Trek Trails
in Waterloo. The Panthers
came into the last race in
fourth place in the state.
After completing all the
racing, SPASH moved up
to third in the state after a
second-place team finish.
Sophomore Annalisa Jae-
ger won the JV 2 girls’ race,
also finishing first in season
points in her division.

The Panthers wrapped
up the season with a couple
of podium finishers on the
girls’ side. SPASH had a
second-place finisher in a
middle school race, and Jae- :
ger took the top spot in her — —- —
race with a time of 49:45.45. SPASH's Nevyn Klessig tums
She ended the year in first 2 corner on the racing trail in

g # % the varsity race at the Trek
Place In V2 sitls poinisby oy 0l O
S Dot With 200 Her e e i o Bk i
sister, Clarabella Jaeger, Club photo
took fourth place in the JV3
girls’ season points with to second place and ended
2,059 points. in third place on the season
SPASH sat in fourth place after the JV3 and varsity

and trailed Eau Claire Me- boys’ race. SPASH also firs.

P ol "

morial by 33 points in di-

vision one going into the
last race. As the day went
along, the Panthers got up

ished the season on the po-
dium in 2021 with a second-
place finish.

The SPASH Mountain Biking Club poses for a photo after
finishing in third place in the state after a race onOct23. W
SPASH Mountain Biking Club photo ,5,,:1

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/

facebook

Practice at Standing Rocks

Sports Quiz Answer: Derailleur




INDIVIDUAL GHAM

Tpe. .15* WIAA Girls State Tennis Tournament was in 1971 with one
division. Th.e 1975 program shows 20 doubles teams and 35 singles
players, with two girls from Stevens Point, Nancy Dowling and

Cindy Newby.

SPASH has had a long history in the tennis on the state level, with many
singles and doubles teams qualifying for the state tournament.

T.he Pacelli tennis program was started in 1978. Pacelli has sent many
smgl?s and doubles players to the state tournament and in 2016,
sent its 1°t team to the WIAA State Tennis Team Tournament.

ViV

Ala

Welcome

to the

1975

WISCONSIN

INTERSCHOLASTIC
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

WIAA GIRLS STATE HIGH SCHOOL
TENNIS TOURNAMENT

WIAA TENNIS

Pacelli
makes

girls tennis
history

SCOTT A. WILLIAMS
USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

STEVENS POINT - Anna Koehl
has been in this position before at a
WIAA Division 2 sectional tourna-
ment.

The Pacelli senior had seen her '
team put itself in a great position
to earn a trip to the WIAA state
team tournament only to be left
disappointed by a point here or a
point there that would leave the
Cardinals on the outside.

Koehl and her partner at No. 1
doubles Julia Grygleski, and the
rest of the Pacelli doubles teams
made sure that didn't happen

again this year.

The Cardinals brought home all
three sectional doubles titles at
the Columbus Catholic Sectional
and with them the first state team
tennis berth in school history. This
time Pacelli edged Antigo by two
points for the sectional champion-
ship.
~ “It’'s crazy,” Koehl said. “At
first I didn’t know it was the first
time in school history, so I was
like, ‘Oh, it’s just been awhile.’

See TENNIS, Page 3B

JACOB BYK/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN
Pacelli will be making its first
appearance at the WIAA Division 2
state team tournament on Saturday.
Team members include, from left, front
to back: Jenelle Higgins, Alliey Krusa,
Stephie Vaughan, Julia Grygleski, Anna
Koehl, Morgan Kukkahn, Kaitlin
Rogers, Katherine Mueller, Sophie
Schroeder and Amanda Cisewski.

OCTOBER 15 - 16
NIELSEN TENNIS
'STADIUM

Cooper singles champ,
Pacelli netters fourth

PACELLI'S KAITLYN KING (ab

Stevens Point’s Lindsey Arnoid at a recent practice

Three-time state entry Arnold
leads Stevens Point foursome

BY SCOTT WILLIAMS
Journal staft

Lindsey Arnold, Al
O'Neal, and the doubles
team of Rachel Benn and
Sarah Petersen did their
part by qualifying for the
WIAA State Individual
Tennis Tournament

The only question left
was how the luck of the
draw would shake out for
the Stevens Point Area
Senior High quartet.

Part of the mystery was
eliminated when ail four
Panthers players received
seeds, assuring a more
favorable bracket

Competition in Division
1 is scheduled to begin
Thursday at the Nielsen
Tennis Stadium on the
University of Wisconsin
campus.

“They like their
matchups,” said Stevens
Point coach Nancy
Schmidt. “The goal is to
make it to state because
not many individuals get
there. Once you're there
you do your best and see
what happens, and hope
you have a little Juck.”

Luck had nothing to do
with the stellar seasons

who

On paper. Arnoid

will be making her third
trip to the ir dual state
tournament he best

draw

In the opening round,
Arnold (21-3) will meet
Nicolet's Elena Brick (18
11). Down the road is a pos
sible matchup with eighth-
seeded Ashley Schoneman
of Sheboygan North

Before she can think
about reaching the round
of 16, Arnold, a senior,
understands she has to
take care of business early
in the tournament

“Just because her
(Brick's) record isn't that
great, | can't afford to take
anything for granted
Arnold said. “The first
round is the hardest
because you need to get
the nerves out.”

As a seeded player
Arnold admits there
might be a little more pres-
sure on her

“Now [ have a seed and |
have to live up to that
seed,” Arnold said. “1 took
my game to another level
at sectionals. Now 1 need
to keep it there the next
week, week and a half. two
weeks.”

O'Neal (23-1) earned a

Monday, October 14, 1971

“Owverall, t5e had 8 great seascn.” said Pacell third but was defeatsd
i et o S N BT e e
how well they &d st state. Historically, Paceld has Anrea Nislsen of fiacine Prairie, 82, 74
-::mdthﬂnyncﬁudmwu; -ty s

with an impresive 20 record,”
Cooper drew an opening bye, then whipped Renes “Kriston camé back [ the secoed sel and
Horswell of Columben, 84, 1. In the semifinals, Be groove into her sirokes more but was
Pacelll senice dispatched Carin B o dvanced player.”
HNaotre Dame, &4, &-1. Both Pacell doubles tesms were eliminated sfier
In the tithe match, Cooper had Biils trouble sgainst dropping first reand matches.

- gy AL No. 1, Kaeri Nigher and Jenni Gupman were
=Ann's sheer demire and lnbenslly her play nyu-m..ﬂcn‘hgm
Mlﬂ.'mmmﬁ"m -
wager. “Yoa always h-m‘

e - MMI.MI‘IH‘I.QIIIMIWM
. =l A ut. aacmmmmiwm
O-p-,'hﬁihi-hly-r’lnﬂ.nl
-ﬂﬁdhhﬂlﬂhﬁm-ﬂk—u

“Roth of our doulles sets didn’l any peints
mﬂdnmnm,mwm-_m dred of their best ol the -

Wuﬂ'mm‘mwmm
-mmmmmmm the season bul. in the last wettd
flaws in her shot "I'..-l-:bnﬂ'h;ld.'.h show,”
was up againet a much stroager opponent semifi-

Kattryn Ellictt and Peterson of Divioe Sa-
fummmmmmﬂmd-m e ki

Britt Martis and Vanesss Bruskborst of University

Stvens Point Journal October 4, 1991

PREP TENNIS

State-ing their cases

Top: DAN YOUNGFor the Journal. Botiom LAURA RITCHIE For the Journal
ove) puts away a backhand volley during a recent doubles match. Below, cenirate.”

es players

k

KRISTEN DUDAS of Pocelli returms o shot during singles action of the WISAA Seate Girls
Teanin Tournoment Saturday of SentyWorld. Dudas finished fourth ot No, | singles. {Jour-
nal photo by Tem Charlesworth)

1. a junior, had

TENNIS

IAC5E By TOOY NITWORK WISOONUN

SPASH's Emilly Luetschwager reflects on a phenamenal high schocl cancer which included back-to-back Division 1 state singles champicnships.

LUETSCHWAGER
LOOKS BACK

Tennis champion reflects on a phenomenal success at SPASH

SCOTT A. WILLIAMS

ok T RIF TR S TN

Tenanis Stadium in Madison
on Oct. 15 for her second
conseculive state title
STEVENS POINT - When Emily, daughter of Mark
she first picked up o racket  and Jean Luetschwager.an-
at the age of 3, Emily nounced ber arrival on the
Luetschwager had no clue state temfls scene as an im-
where the sport would take pression » freshman with
her ing the course of her  a fifth place showing at the
TS CAreer, WIAA individual state tour
With ench wild swing to  nament
hit those fuzzy vellow balls Three vears later, she put
over the net, using what together a prep tet nis re-
must have felt like a mon-  sume that would be the envy
strous Ny swatler, the ihin, of most girls around the
bloside little girl had no idea  s1ate.
if competitive tennis would The athletic right-hander
even be a part of her life concluded her SPASH ca-
down the road reer with a jaw-dropping
Fast-forward 15 years 130-5 record. She went 70-0
and not only did tennis be-  over her junior and season
come the passion of her life, seasons, and won 6% of thase
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but fo one in (he stale was  matches in siraight seis ;

better than Luetschwager with a 60 score being the n r ll' ren
in her final two years of norm. Her high school : ¥ :'
high school coach estimated Luetsch- H: HE =

The Stevens Point Area  wager won i set 6-0 about 90
Senior High senior recently  percent of the time the last
wrapped up her prep lenms  1wWo Seasms.
career o8 10p of the Wiscodn- Those numbers are in-
sin state high school tennis  conceivable to many high
world ag a fourtime state  school players, and theyre
gualifier and twotime especially rare for someone
WIAA Division 1 state in central Wisconsin
ypion. “It's totally mind-bog-

Looking back on my glingto have that much suc- i o
SPASH career, I'm proudof cess n tennis,” SPASH hd
what 1| have been able taac-  coach Gary Bxer sadil | ?
complish,” Luetschwager, “First of all you have to be | " i

who knocked off Bay Port  athletic and thea you have FHOTO COURTESY s Lol GARY BAITRTANGD Pl :
freshman Isabelle Lee 60, to be tenacious Then vou  For the second straight year SPASH's Emily Luitsclvwager posas with
61 in the state champion- the Divishen 1 singles bracket and her medal at the Nelsen Tennis
ship match at the Mielsen See REFLECT, Page 2B Suadium signifying a second strasght state charnpianihip.
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Luetschwager, Tang roll at state tennis

QUIZ

BAZI™  todowhat they have been doing tended her mateh winning  surprised with Emily's score at  havingto sit around for the first

Luetschwager been
-

How many Grand
am women'’s
ngles & doubles
Namplionships

id Venus &
Serena Williams
win over their
career?
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of the net. Namely making it shutout over Oshkosh West's expectations pretty much ev-
look as easy. Kimmy Steinert in a second ery time. Emily's _extrer.nely
The only difference now is round matchup at the Nielsen steq;.ly and so versa_t!le she'llbe
MADISON - It was business ~ with each victory ,Tang and Tennis Stadium. She received a  difficult to handle.”
as usual for Emily Luetschwa- Luetschwager move a step clos- bye in the opening round. | It's bigger news when
ger and Sabrina Tang on Thurs- er to a possible Division 1 state “Emily L_lsed every shot inthe Luetschwager actually drops a
day. championship. book to defuse whatever (Stein-  game.
The Stevens Point Area Sen- Defending champion and ert) throw at her,” SPASH coach Perhal?s the toughest part of
jor High singles duo continued top-seeded Luetschwager ex- Gary Baier said. “I really wasn't the opening day for her was
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has streak to 66 straight, all coming all because she can pretty much
in straight sets, with a 6-0, 60 dictate the play. She meets her See TENNIS, Page 2B
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all season to whomever
standing on the oth
- -
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BETH
BARRINGTON

By JIM KRUEGER
Journal Sports Writer
Saturday was a sunny and warm
day outside in central Wisconsin,

It was also a bright day indoors for
Pacelli High School's girls tennis

The Cardinals capped off one of

in the WISAA state meet at the
SentryWorld Sports Center.

first place in all singles and doubles

was second with 21 points, Milwaukee

for fourth among 11 teams.

was senior Beth Barrington, who
placed second in No. lainglia‘

“This was a fine way for us to end

place finish, it was our hi
g ghest ever at

had a player seeded at state and also
the first time we advanced sqm;mg

tie.”

ganiak of University School in No. 1

Barrington, seeded No. 3, received a
bye in the first round, beat Jenny

Milwaukee University School took NaPP¥

Barrington 2nd, Pacelli fourth at state

f?mw“: of Waukesha Memorial 6-3, 6
in quarterfinals and No. 2 seed " said 0" “Ip

Kari Best of Milwaukee Pius 6-2, 63 gﬁhﬁx pro b L e
Lnlihe semifinals to advance to the fi-
nal

Cfg;‘:in;. however, showed why she
was 0. 1 seed as she def i i
Barrington £, £4 o ralse h;f::ﬂ“:g to graduation but the rest will return
to 20-1 on the season.
their best seasons by finishing fourth ““Beth has played Cyganiak before,” again next year.
said O'Malley, “but has never beaten

her, Liz is an excellent player, Beth is “This state meet experience will

with what she accomplished —  Delp the girls who are coming back.
) : she had to win two tough rounds to They’ll be better players because of it.
divisions to win the team champion- €%, t0 the finals and she played good It's a toygh road just getting to
ship with 32 points. Racine Prairie Matches to get there. Nte.
8 ’ E 1 “This was Beth's goal — to get to
Divine sslt‘awpzrm :fﬂdwég 15..th£¢-¢111 'th:o finals. She T;lrked hard to develop Waz held at SentryWorld and 0"Malley
scored ! with Keno- into a stron, er and dy said she heard
sha St. Joseph's and Milwaukee Pius get to the Eiml&s e = o gge B

~ “Beth has played a lot of tennis dur-  ““They were impressed
Leading the way for the Cardinals Ir-:ﬁ mmmur%?rkﬁnpgdnwmﬂthe sy :;d tfmm ww‘rgln t?el{q;
1 get a she said, “Mark Medow (tournament
good state ranking, which certain! i
ol el cr 34 y director along with Jean Byrnes and
= i Pacelli’s other entries ran into ei- here. It's was a lot of work putting i
il SRRRER SRR
“We're very pleased with our fourth N
urth ¢ No. 2 singles, Allison Eskritt (200 Nos. 1 and 2 singles and No. 2 dou-
8) lost to top seed and eventual cham-
“This was the first time we ever g.lom Katie Dragisic of MUS (20-1) 60, Liza Darling-Marnle Uthlen (18-3).

In doubles, Lynette May-Kristen Dy- teams,” sald MUS Coach Jim Laing
past the second round, That's fantas, 925 (208) bowed to No. 2 seed Becky The Wildcats have won seven WISAA
Hammes-Louise Batten of Racine state titles in the 16-year history of
AR Prairie 61, 6-3. At No. 2, Ann Molep- the meet.

B”'“b‘ﬁwam ing second to Liz Cy- ske-Jenny Cooper (16-11) lost to No. 1 “This is a team with a lot of depth
season ishing ;eaerc‘lt -;nflf gentuﬂi champion Anna and talent. The only losses the girls
s, 1 e Laudon of MUS (18-2) 61, :ca:m w'se.r‘e to opponents from public

“Allison, Lynette, Kristen, Ann and  MUS i :
Jenny all had tough draws, getting the  in 1984. previously won the state title PACELLI

Nos. 1 or 2 seeds in their first

that way. But our girls

played respectably, it's just that they
were overpowered,

“We will lose Beth, Allison and Ann

along with some good junior varsity
players. We should have a nice team

This was the first year the meet

¥ from the other coaches.

Dan Stablein) campaigned to get it

In addition to first place finishes at

bles, MUS won at No. 1 doubles with

“This was one of our stronger

; {Joureal phote by Doug Wejcih)
S B
Lok ET::”B/;I:RIINGTON returns @ shot ogoinst Jenny Womser of Waukesha Me.

: quarterfinals of the WISAA siate tennis meet Saturday. Barrington finished

State rookies |
Shannon, Kingy
follow Jurgella®
for Cardinals

BY SCOTT WILLIAMS
Journal staff ]

Aschley Jurgella ha¥l
been there, done that |
F Stevens Poing
Pacelli's No. 1 double§
team of Caitlin Shanno
and Kaitlyn King the
WIAA State Individual
Tennis Tournament i
uncharted waters 1
All three players arg
scheduled to open comg
petition at the Nielse®
Tennis Stadium on th@
University of Wisconsifl
campusThursday nightey
] think we're going t
do well,” said Cardinal$
coach Nicole Idalskily
The thing we've talked
about is how they need
to stay focused and cong¥l

HOM

]
That shouldn't be &
problem for Jurgellaf®
who will be making heg

third trip to state

But Jurgella (1618
received some good®
news and bs news
when the pairings werd®
announced ]

The good news is &
possible ning round
match  with Sarah]
Luchsinger of Elkhorrmgy
Area, who sports a loss
ing record at 10-15 |

The bad news is tha€
Tess Reddin of St. Mary}
Central could be standf
ing in Jurgella's way I
the quarterfinals. The
third-seeded Reddin beat
Jurgella 60, 6-0 at seC@ly
tionals

“We just hope Aschley]
makes it to that point,”]
Idalski said of a possiblel
quarterfinal date withl
Reddin ‘Aschley is)
going to have to make
some adjustments in her)
game. We've been work-J
ing on some different
shots that can help her
at this level.” |

OSHKOSH — If this is a
dream, the Stevens Point Area
Senior High girls tennis team
doesn’t want to wake up.

By virtue of winning
Thursday’s Oshkosh West
Sectional, the Panthers are
going to the WIAA Division 1
Team State Meet Oct. 19-20 for
the first time in the history of
SPASH tennis.

«I'm on cloud nine, just like
the athletes, the assistant
coach, the parents,” said
Panthers head coach Nancy

Schmidt. “One of the kids said

of 16 date with No. 2 seed - .

{ 16 date with No “"’ The biggest obstaclefll
sen (28-2 )

Dana Larsen (282) of g ing the tandem of]

Whitefish Bay non and King ishl

could have 3 ; the deer in thelll

time,” said it's all
know is there are definite- aboul said King. But
Iy a lot of good girls there we're really exc ited to go

and it'll definitely be a down there
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Panther

Hom, Edberg, Saddison, Baier, Weinbauer e vt
. SPASH is
advance; team tourney begins Oct. 19 S

s earn date at state

, 1988

WIAR IENNID

ethic, and they | ‘,

singles player

it felt surreal, and yeah, it ished second with 32. Fond du
does feel like that.” :
Buoyed by the 24 points by Neenah (18), Oshkosh
SPASH scored at sub-section- ,
als. the Panthers added 17 (16), Appleton East (14),
more Thursday to subdue the :
rest of the field with its 4l- Bend West (11), Beaver Dam

point showing.

Wisconsin Valley Conference Hartford (2).
rival Wisconsin Rapids fin-

ness of this team before, and lmilrt}ln Vqun;
i ith ¢ 7 ing is, W f them and its NOS
aC was d with 30, followed the thing is, when one 0i : ' ‘
cpmionr is going in a match, the others and 2 ntuuhllgz oM
i - sast are there cheering on whoever teams (o 1
North (16), West Bend East ?tr - Mmg Y. WIAA I)l\;smn
et v orti State
N 3) mst  “Everybody is so supportive of 1 ta
e e Do c‘\.';::f\)ndv.el.\'\u\ ¥ Individual Meet, to hl“h(‘l(‘i at
“’fhc.\"t:e just incredibly nice Madison's Nielsen Stadium
kids, and so easy to coach.
close- They've all got a good work

(6), Menasha (4), and

«I've mentioned the

Sports Quiz Answer: 44

(Singles titles; Venus - 7, Serena - 23,
Venus & Serena doubles - 14)




