
Although Margaret harbored gymnastics dreams, those were cut short when 
she grew from 5’ to 5’10” during the summer after 8th grade. Turning her focus  
to soccer during high school, she started every game under coach Sue Radmer 
from freshman to senior year. She excelled as a left defender and was selected  
All-State defender. 
Continuing her career at UWSP under Coach Sheila Meich, she played stopper with 
fellow SPASH alumni Sarah Menzel and Marie Muhvic. In 2000, the team advanced 
to the NCAA DIII Final Four, the first time in school history.
While Margaret was a talented soccer player, it was her referee skills  that took 

her to the highest levels of her sport. She refereed her first soccer game at age 13 to earn some extra 
money  and at age 19, she was selected to referee the Midwest Region Youth Championships. By age 
25, she became the first female to officiate a Milwaukee Wave professional indoor soccer game, and 
in 2015 she was the only American selected to referee in the FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada. 
According to former UWSP assistant soccer coach Larry Leton, “You could tell her personal qualities, 
strengths and attributes she possessed as a talented and skilled college soccer player would carry her 
forward to becoming a FIFA official at the highest levels.” Margaret was the 5th female referee in the 
history of the United States to be reach a FIFA World Cup.
Making it to the World Cup as an athlete or official is a long road with year-round work. In addition to 
understanding the rules inside and out, it requires intense physical conditioning. And Margaret did all 
this while she was a Spanish teacher at Union Grove High School. 
She retired from refereeing at the FIFA level in 2016 to pursue a PhD in Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
Management at Clemson University with a focus on the mental health aspect of sports. She formed 
the non-profit, U.S. Center for Mental Health & Sport, which offers mental health awareness training 
for coaches, athletes, parents and family members, officials, and sport administrators.
In 2022, she refereed the men’s and women’s World Cups for the International Federation of  
Cerebral Palsy Football (IFCPF) in Spain. Margaret also referees blind soccer and has supported  
the development of the sport around the country in preparation for the 2028 Paralympic Games in 
Los Angeles. She referees for Special Olympics and in 2022 refereed at the USA Games in Florida.
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SPASH Class of 1997

SOCCER HONORS__________________________________
•	 All-State Defender, SPASH
•	 Led the WIAC in scoring in 2000 with 12 goals & 3 assists
•	 1st Team All-American and member of the All-Tournament  
	 Final Four Team, 2000
•	 Team MVP of the NCAA Division III Final Four Team, 2000
•	 1st Team Academic All-American, 2000
•	 WIAC 1st Team All-Conference, 2000 
•	 WIAC Women’s Soccer Centennial team selection
•	 UWSP Hall of Fame, 2008

REFEREEING HONORS_ ____________________________
•	 Wisconsin Soccer Hall of Fame – US Referee selection, 2017
•	 National Referee for US Soccer, 2005-2006
•	 Referee, Men’s and Women’s Professional Soccer Leagues,  
	 NCAA and NAIA Championship tournaments
•	 FIFA referee, 2007-2016
•	 FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada, 2015 (only American selected)
•	 FIFA U20 Women’s World Cup, Japan, 2012  
	 (selected to referee the 3rd/4th place match)
•	 FIFA U20 Women’s World Cup Canada, 2014



Non-Profit started by Margaret 
At the U.S. Center for Mental 
Health & Sport, we are focused 
on making sport environments 
a place where all involved can 
experience support for their 
mental health. We all have mental 
health and we should never be 
ashamed to talk about it or get the 
support we need. Mental health 
falls along a continuum and the 
mental health we experience 
can change throughout our lives. 
Whether individuals’ mental 
health is thriving or languishing, 
the USC-MHS has the resources, 
training and support to help make 
the sport environment one that is 
inclusive and provides a positive 
experience!

www.mentalhealthandsport.org



Learning to play basketball on the side of her family’s barn at in Custer, Janel 
McCarville says,  “I was basically self-taught. I never thought it would really take 
me anywhere, playing in a few summer leagues.” But basketball has taken Janel on 
quite a journey, taking her from SPASH to a professional basketball career.

During her  years at SPASH, Janel compiled an impressive set of statistics, on offense 
and defense. In 70 games spanning three seasons, she led the Panthers to a 60-
10 record and to the WIAA State Basketball Tournament in 2001. Coming into 
the tournament with a perfect 26-0 season, they lost in the final game 51-44 to 
Janesville Parker led by another Wisconsin basketball superstar, Mistie Bass.  22 

years after her state tournament performance, her statistics still stand near the top of the WIAA state 
tournament records. 
In her freshman year at the University of Minnesota, she helped the Gophers reach the NCAA  
tournament. During her junior year, she led the team to the Final Four for the first time in Gopher 
basketball history. She became the first player in Gopher history to play in the NCAA Tournament 
during each of her four years and is in the all-time top 5 in every major statistical category for the 
Golden Gophers. Janel’s number 4 jersey was retired on December 15, 2019 at the Williams Arena at 
the University of Minnesota in recognition of her achievements.
Janel was drafted in the first round of the 2005 WNBA draft, first pick overall, by the Charlotte Sting. 
After playing for other league teams, she returned to Minnesota in 2013 to lead the Lynx to the WNBA 
Championship, scoring 10 points in the decisive third game of the WNBA tournament. 
During the WNBA off-season, like many of her fellow WNBA players, she played with teams in the Euro 
League to supplement their WNBA earnings, playing on teams from Slovakia, Russia, Poland, Turkey, 
China, Italy and Sweden. While living in Sweden, she began her coaching career, first as player and 
assistant coach and in 2021, head coach for the Alviks BK women’s team. In addition, she was assistant 
coach for the men’s Alviks BK team. In the fall of 2022, Janel moved back to Custer, coming full circle 
to return to her alma mater SPASH as the new girls basketball coach, taking over from her high school 
coach, Kraig Terpstra.  
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SPASH Class of 2001

SPASH CAREER___________________________________
•	 Panther Hall of Fame, Class of 2023
•	 Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame 2021
•	 WIAA Division 1 State Runner-up 2001
•	 Wisconsin Associated Press Co-Player of the Year 2001

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA CAREER_ ______________
•	 Big Ten Freshman of the Year 2002
•	 First Team All-Big Ten 2003
•	 Silver Medal Pan Am Games 2003,  
	 Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
•	 First Team All-American 2004
•	 Unanimous First Team All-Big Ten, First Team All-American 2005
•	 Finalist Wooden Award, Naismith Award and Wade Trophy 2005
•	 Jersey Retired 2013 
	 (1 of 7 women in the U of MN Women’s Basketball program to be honored)

PROFESSIONAL CAREER___________________________
•	 1st Round Draft Pick, Charlotte Sting 2005
•	 WNBA Player of the Week 2008
•	 WNBA Most Improved Player 2007
•	 USA Select Team Member 2007 
	 2nd place in FIBA World League Tournament
•	 Euro League Championship 2010 
	 Spartak Moscow Women’s Basketball Team
•	 WNBA Championship with Minnesota Lynx 2013
•	 MVP Swedish League & Swedish Cup





From her days with the Stevens Point Area Running Club (SPARC) known by the 
nickname “Bug” for the glasses she wore to her days on the Olympic stage, Suzy 
has exceeded expectations on the track and on cross country courses. SPARC coach 
Kent Hall used the word “unforgettable” to describe seeing Suzy run. Shortly after 
joining SPARC,  she qualified for the National Track & Field Meet as an 11-year-
old in the 400 M run.
During her high school career, she dominated the Wisconsin state cross country 
and track scene, winning 4 state cross country championships and 6 individual 
state track championships. In 1985, the Wausau Daily Herald noted that Suzy 

Favor was the area’s top sports story, eclipsing  even UWSP’s Terry Porter who had just been selected 
by the Portland Trailblazers in the 1st round of the NBA draft. According to her SPASH coach, Mike 
Olson, “She was just another teenage girl when she was off the track, but when she stepped on the 
track she became a different person, totally focused on the job at hand. As soon as she crossed the 
finish line, she would be all smiles again.”
At UW-Madison, Suzy continued to compete as a cross country and track athlete.  Over her collegiate 
career, she won 9 NCAA championships and 23 Big10 Championships. In recognition of her exceptional 
performance, she was named by the Big10 Conference as the Top Female Athlete in Conference History.
After college, she continued her running career, competing in 3 Olympic Games and winning 7 U.S. 
National Championships.  When Suzy was inducted into the SPASH Hall of Fame in 2004, Marty Liquori, 
long-time NBC Olympic Commentator wrote, “What cannot be conveyed in her list of accomplishments 
is the impact that Suzy has had on the sport of track and field for her deportment off the track.  
No other athlete has been more humble in winning or more gracious in defeat”. 
In a WIAA interview for the 1996  State Track and Field Championship program, Suzy says, “I know I 
was born with this gift to run. I’ve always used it, never taken it for granted. I always want to see what 
I can do. Ever since high school, I’ve always been thinking about being the best I can be.” 
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SPASH Class of 1986

SPASH CAREER____________________________________________________
6 Individual Track Championships

•	 800 M 1985
•	 1600 M	1983, 1984, 1985, 1986
•	 3200 M	1984

4 Individual Cross Country Championships
	 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985

UW MADISON CAREER_ _____________________________________________
•	 9 NCAA Championships
•	 23 Big10 Championships
•	 14 All-American Awards (Track & Cross Country)
•	 USA Track & Field Championships 1500 M 4 Outdoor,	3 Indoor

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL CAREER_ ______________________________
•	 Pan Am Games, 1500 M Gold Medal, 1984, 1986
•	 7 United States National Championships
•	 3x Olympic Qualifier:  1992 Barcelona, 1996 Atlanta, 2000 Sydney

HONORS___________________________________________________________
•	 Panther Hall of Fame 2004
•	 1500 M United States Junior Record Holder
•	 Top 100 High School Athletes of the Century
•	 United States National High School Sports Hall of Fame 2010
•	 Honda Sports Award, Best Female Collegiate Track & Field Athlete 1990
•	 Honda Sports Award, Top Female Cross Country Runner 1991
•	 Honda Broderick Cup, Best Overall Female Athlete
•	 Babe Zaharias Award, Top Female Athlete in the Country
•	 Big10 Athlete of the Decade 1991
•	 Wisconsin’s Female Athlete of the Year 1987-1990





Continuing the great tradition of 800 M runners from Portage County, 
Roisin Willis is at the start of her running career. In 2013 when Roisin 
was 9, her parents, Lee and Breeda Willis, along with SPASH coaches 
Mike and Nate Olson, restarted the Stevens Point Area Running Club. 
From a young age, her mother Breeda, a former Olympian, “knew she was  
exceptional. She’s relentless and when she wants something she has the  
ability to push her body beyond what it is capable of.” 
As an 8th grader in 2018, she won the 800 M event at the Wisco Mile at  
the Wisconsin Lutheran Track in Milwaukee, running the fastest 800 M in 
Wisconsin high school history. As a freshman, she won the 800 M event in 

state record time and anchored the championship 4x400 M relay. Covid cancelled her sophomore 
year track season. During her junior year, she was 1 of 3 prep girls to qualify for the 2020 Olympic 
trials in Eugene, Oregon where she made it to the semi-finals and finished in the top half of all of  
the qualifiers. During her senior year, Roisin won the 800 M, setting not only a Wisconsin state  
record but a National Federation of High Schools record. She also ran the anchor leg on the 4x400 M 
relay which placed 2nd.
To illustrate Roisin’s dominance of the 800 M event, she lowered the state 800 M record by an  
incredible 9.19 seconds and the National High School Federation 800 M record by 2.01 seconds. Over  
her high school career, she beat the previous Wisconsin high school 800 M record set in 2015 an 
astonishing 28 times.
After a stellar high school career, she committed to running at Stanford University in Palo Alto,  
California where she is completing her freshman year of competition.  Rosin has established herself as 
an elite 800 M athlete on the world stage and we are excited to follow her achievements.
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SPASH Class of 2022

SPASH CAREER___________________________________
•	 800 M Champion: 2019 & 2022 (2 State Records)
•	 1600 M Wisconsin State Record 2021
•	 400 M Wisconsin State Record 2021
•	 4x400 M Relay Champion 2019 (anchor leg)
•	 National Federation of High Schools 800 M Outdoor Record 2022
•	 National High School 800 M Indoor Record 2022

STANFORD CAREER (AS OF MAY 20, 2023)_ _____________
•	 NCAA Indoor Champion 800 M, 2023 (Meet Record)  
	 2nd all-time NCAA indoor record 
•	 NCAA Indoor Distance Medley Relay Champion 2023 
•	 Stanford School Record 800 M 
•	 Stanford Distance Medley Relay School Record 

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL CAREER_ _____________
•	 New Balance Outdoor Nationals, Junior High Mile Champion 2018
•	 USATF U20 Championships, 800 M, Silver Medal, 2019
•	 NSAF Meet of Champions, 400 M Champion, 2021
•	 Olympic Trials, 800 M, Advanced to semifinals, 13th, 2021
•	 Nike Outdoor Nationals, 400 M Champion, 2022
•	 U20 World Champion 800 M (Championship Record) 
	 4x400 M Relay Champion, Cali Colombia, 2022  
	 Roisin’s anchor split of 51.34 was the fastest of the entire field
•	 World Record Distance Medley Relay 2022  
	 Heather MacLean, Kendall Ellis, Elle Purrier St. Pierre, Roisin Willis

HONORS__________________________________________
•	 Wisconsin Gatorade Player of the Year Track & Field 
	 2019, 2020, 2022
•	 National Gatorade Player of the Year, Track & Field 2021
•	 Wisconsin Track Coaches Association Athlete of the Year  
	 2021, 2022
•	 USA Track & Field Youth Athlete of the Year 2022




