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ON A COLD wintry ulght back in 1987, in a crowded little roadhouse in the
middleofwisconsin,somethingveryspecialhappenedthathaschangedthe
musical landscape in these parts, right up to this very day. An audience had
gathered to hear "open mic" performances by various local musicians. One such
performancewasbyabluescombothathadliterallybeenassembledonthespot.
Theaudienceresponsewasthunderousandtheplayersthemselvesweresurprised
at how well their impromptujam had hung together.  The owner of the bar
approachedthestageandasked:"What'sthenameoftheband?"Thebassplayer
lookedupandwithoutmissingabeatsaid"OtisandtheAIIigators".Thebar
ounersaid"bringyourcalendaruptothebarandwe'llbookacoupledates".On
thewayuptothebar,themusicianswerestillintroducingthemselvestoeach
other.Littledidtheyknowthattheywouldbeintroducingthemselvesto
audiencesacrosstheupperMidwestformorethantenyearstocome.

In that time, Otis and the Alligators have spearheaded a renaissance of the blues
in their native Wisconsin. Back in 1987, the conventional wisdom tended to
underestimatetheappealoftheblues.Now,however,blueshastakenftsrightful
place?mongAmerica'smostlovedculturaltraditions.OtisandtheAlligators
haveris?ntotheoccasion.Theyhaveperformedatamultitudeofprestigious
venues, Including:
The WAMI Awards (Wisconsin Area Musi.c Industry)
The "Whad 'Ya Know" Show (on National Public Radio)
Milwaukee's Summerfest.
Famous Dave's Mirmeapolis, nIN
The Slippery Noodle, Indianapolis, IN
The Blues Saloon, St. Paul, MN
Luther's Blues, Madison, WI
Whiskey Junction, Mirmeapolis, nIN
Porter's Oyster Bar, Crystal Lake, EL
Bf g Bull Falls Blues Festival, Wausau, WI
Fargo Winter Blues Festival, Fargo, ND
W.C. Handy Blues Festival, KY
Cedarfest, Mirmeapolis, EN



Lormie Brooks
Koko Taylor
Junior Wells,
Clyde Stubble field
Jirmy Thackery
Clarence "Gatemouth" Brown
Paul deLay

OTIS&TheALLIGATORS

Otis MCLennon was born. and raised on Chicago's West Side.  His dven name is Robert.
The monfker "Otis" was given to him at age eleven by his childhood ffiends.  His earliest
organizedmusicalexperiepce,.atageeight,wassingingintheboy'schoirattheparish
church.  He continued to sing in choirs until going to college.  This experience fostered
hisapprecjationforgoodmusicregardlessofstyle."Don'tgetmewrong,Igotmyfillof
everythingTop40radiohadtoofferbut1wasn'tlockedintoit.Imi8htcomehomefrom
schoolandlistentoc]assicalmusiconthehi-fiandtunftuploud.Lateratni9htI'd
listentotheBlackradiostatiousandsoakuptheblues,R&Bandgospelmusic."hthe
meantimehepickedupthetrumpetandplayedintheschoolbands.Otisstartedplaying
harmonica at the age of fifteen.

In college, at the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point, he discovered folk music.  "I
foundthat1knewenoughaboutharmonicatoplayalongandtheothermusicians
enco.uraged my singing and playing. In these early days, performances were limited to
playinginthelfvingroomoronthefrontporehbuteventunllyledtoplayingatparties
and coffeehouses.  Needing an idendty, this fust band became the "Poker Face String
BaE±::.AcoupleyearslaterthePokerFaceStringBandunderwentaDylan-esque
evolutionaddingelectricguitarsanddrmstothemix.Thenewsoundrequiredanew

:^a]T^:.:=€i±i:,:.`_¥±±±S±0_n,_e_P±±±±e"wapbo_in._WheatstoneBrid-g-;--d~e-v`eio~pe-a;;iTc';following in Wisconsin and played together for five years until 1981

iorthenextsixyears,Otisplayedwithanunberofduespayingbands(notmuchfro
and not mu?h money).  The exception to this list was a group called The Belvederes.
Thisgroupincludedsomenotableplayers.ScottNeubertwentontoplayguitarfor
co.untrym.usic'sHalKetchum(HomeTounSaturdayNights);andL.J.Booth,anaward
wirming singer-songwhter, has gamered a national reputation on the folk music scene.

hi1987Q±±±gn±Lthe4_±±±ga±g±gwasformed.Initially,Ckisresistednamingtheband
afterhim."1hadtoadmitthatitwasacatchynamebuttheideaofnamingthebandafter
memademefeelself-conscious."Howeverattheurgingoftheother"founding
members"thenamestuck.Overtheyears,thebandhasgonethroughmanypersormel
changes.Likeanyband,TheAlligatorshavehadtheirshareofupsanddouns.Through
it all, Otis stayed on his feet and kept moving forward. The band has released four
recordingsandiscurentlyplanningafifth.Theyhavehedthepleasureofsharingthe
stage with some of the world's greatest blues bands including:
I_,-,

John Mayall
Chicago rhythm & Blues Kings
Son's of the Blues
Little Ed and the Blues Imperials
Jirmy Johnson
Sam Lay
Tinsley Ellis
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KennyStevenson,aMassachusettsnative,grewupinSteveusPoint,Wiscousin,and
attendedLaVIenceUniversitywherehestudiedbassandmusictheory.Asabassisthe
hasappearedwithbandsofvirtullyeverygenreincludingBluegrass("WisconsinRiver
B!!!£g±=3¥ife"),Country,newwave,AltemativeRock("B±ky±E±±ienlggqu±Lr"),and
Blues.Inthelate80'sandearly90's,KermytouredwiththeR&BunppieDiscooutfit,

#±=;:::::±:{E;g„§ntroe:t¥uobTp]aasy=;g£:g{;g:,,6£ge£::gcegfifi¥usau
St]e£3:n¥±ao£]nnt¥j=:SeB=a#„m:sv]:ryve:::s#¥h¥feT7#so,Srtestraoj#cksebs::nff:¥]:tr#d,
joinendQ±±±±nd__theAIIi£_ator§jpJ22§.

Guitarist,MichaelBoylejsanativeofAppleton,Wisconsin.Hebeganplayingguitar
professionallyattheageofsixteen.Havingdecidedtopursueacareerinmusic,in1988,
atageoftwenty-one,MichaelmovedtoLosAngelestoattendtheprestigiousGuitar
InstituteofTechnology(G.I.T).whiletherehestudiedmusictheoryandadvanced
guitartechnique.UponcompletionofhisstudiesatG.I.T.hestayedinLosdrgelesand
tappedintothemusicscenethere.BeforelonghefoundhimselfplayingsomeofL.A.'s
mostfamousclubsincludingthe"WhiskeyaGo-Go","Gazzarri's",and"The
Troubadour"locatedonthelegendarySunsetStrip.HoweverMichaeldfdnotforgethis
rootsandfinallyretumedtoWisconsin.HeworkedwithavarietyofBluesandRock
bandsuntiljoinfngtheAmgatorsinNovemberof2000.

PercussionistBradLovehailsfromWisconsin'seastcoasttounofManitowoc.He
currentlyresidesinWausauWisconsfn.Hehashadadistinguishedcarreerasafulltirne
musf clan.  His drum chops are articulate without being too busy.  His solos are often
describedasmelodic,anunusualtraitforadrunmer.Hehasplayedprofessionallyfor
nearlytwertyyearsincludingseveralyearsinafull-timerockbandthatspecializedin
openingforsuchrocklegendsasREOSpeedwagon.Mostrecently,Bradworkedwith
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BillEngelwasbom4/8/52inChicago,IL.Hestartedplayingtheorganatage
eight,and,bythetimehewaseleven,becameachurchorganist.Billbegan
playing blues & rock at age 13. He then played the concert & club cilicuft in the
Midwest for 10 years.

NunerousstudiojobswithpeoplesuchasMauriceWhite(drunmerforEarth,

vyind&Fire&RamseyLewisTrio),PhilUpchurch(Chicagoblues,R&8and
jazzguftarist)andGaryLoizo(AmericanBreed)madeBillanin-demandplayer.

Takinga20-yearhiatusfrompublicperforming,Billconcentratedonplaying
only in church.  1993 found him moving to Wisconsin, playing for a while with

E=:!:::=:::if::!£::::a:±:E:=:g::a:jE;:g£;:;:igggg::;isTnl£93i=TE:a;grie|.
BillhasbeenwiththeAmgatorssincethesummerof1999,addingtheclassic
sounds of a powerful soul vocal and an original whting style, as well as that
Hammond a-3 organ, which he's dubbed "The Blonde Woody" !

Over the years, Bill has played on the same bill with acts such as:

Wilson Pickett
New Colony Six
Cryin' Shames
Jimi Hendrix
Styx
The Fuggs
John Mayall
Buddy Guy
Lonnie Brooks
W.C. Clark
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"ThE LAST RANDANGO"

i  don't believe
shake  and fingerpop
walkin'  the streets  at midnight
no  money,  no honey
help me
made a mistake
what's the big idea
boom boom
too late
low down dirty shame
i  can't hold  out
mississippi  burnout

"TAIL sHAKIN' BLurs"

too late
paying the cost to be the boss
i  can't hold out
the next time you see me
walkin' the streets at midnight
the  chill
damn your eyes
what's the big idea
she's into somethng
bring back the  night
don't look for me
gimme one more day

``SERI0US ALLIGATI0NS"

shake and fingerpop
bad barbecue
mojo crossroads
brick  layin'  man
lady
i'll  move on

paid too much
it ain't that i  don't love you
same old grind
part time love
the thrill  is gone
sailor's  grill  and  rec
i  didn't come to dance
love  is  aflame
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This is just a
sampling Of our
repertoire.
The Otis and the
Alligators songlist
is always growing...

HELP ME

NEXT TIME YOU SEE ME

CHECKIN' ON MY BABY

LITTLE BY LITTLE

SHE'S INTO SOMEThlNG

NO MONEY NO HONEY

BEEN S0 GOOD UP TO NOW

I DONT WANNA KNOW

BRING BACK THE NIGHT

BE€AusE OF you My BEST FRIEND Is THE BLurs
SHAKE AND FINGERPOP

MOVE ON DOWN ThE ROAD

I DONT BELIEVE

FUSS AND FIGRT

DRIVING WHEEL

PAVIN' THE COST T0 BE "E BOSS
I WISH YOU WOULD

I CAN'T HOLD OUT

L00KIN' FOR A WOMAN

COMPI.AINER'S BO0GIE WcOGIE

RUNAROUND

wALKIN] THE sTREErs AT MIDNIGHT

WHAT'S THE BIG IDEA

BcOM BOOM

C JAM BLUES

THE CHILL

STOP YOUR GROANIN'

SWEET NIGRT TIME

LONG GONE

MESSIN' WITH THE KID

LOW DOWN  DIRTY SHAME

THE ThRILL IS GONE

I PAID TOO MUCH

I IVADE A MISTAKE

BAD BARBECUE

TOO LATE

BRICK LAYIN'  IVIAN

DON'T DENY ME

BLOW WIND BLOW

DAMN YOUR EYES

THAVLL NEVER DO

mllie Dixon
Junior Parker
Junior Wells
Junior Wells
Muddy Waters
Ball and Sultan

rtyle Loyett
Jim Liban

Otis and the Alligators
Otis and the AIIigators
Junior Walker
Billy Boy Amo]d

Doug Sahm
Joe Louis Walker
Roosevelt Sykes
88 King
Billy Boy Amold

Elmore James
ChaHes Ford Band
William Clarke

Otis and the AIligatprs
Davenporvsampson
Paul Delay
John Lee Hooker
Count Basic
Otis and the AIIigators
Paul Delay
Otis and the A]Iigators
Otis and the Alligators
Junior Wells

Carey Bell
88 King
0tis and the AIIigators
Jim Liban

Otis and the AIligators
VIIIie Dixon

Otis and the AIligators
Gregg AIIman

Muddy Waters
EMfa James

Albert King
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\^/hat's  summer's  best show?
It's been a summer full of fun for

faus Of Hve music, here and apeund in
the state.

Locany, country stars Tin MCGraw
(Houday Inn) and John E€rry (RIverL
front Rendezvous) drew big trowds.
Waylon Jennings, tessi Colter and Pat-`
ty Loveless were the biggest names

#rdstoFpinein¥:alTftpp]p°Lff'id¥]hd8efuof
the blues, Wits End, had Luther A]Ii-
son in on a steansr June night and wel-
comed D.C.'S rimmJ Thackery last
week.                                                   }`

tours the U.S., he ke?pe
When blues[mn Jirmny `lmc&ery

A,----_

mce
hast week at Witz End, though,

rl

ri-e-ri-is-'rfe-ak;'fy-i  Thackery added a fourth. band-m'em-
other guitar?         bar. He invited steveus point's otis

hast week at wj  MCI+ennon Of Ous and the AI]igators on

#gff#:¥l##¥¥;o¥rfuirp#fE¥%¥Eo*¥fa:#ff#¥¥i':==±§:-
##¥ryige}%£¥y:  s#g?s"to¥ee&epr?yed several more

and ftyt. RE ur€
nondcal, and whey

songs together.

tes peQP!e

gil:l#o!F`:Erfu¥#:i:riEits}
reeenlly {AP photo!

Local talent
was featured

Michael Feldman's Whad'Ya
Know Show plumbed lceal tat-
eat on at least one oeeasion.

The chow hit the road on Oct.
2, 1998, traveling to the Grand
Theater in Wausau for a morn-
ing performance.

A gtiest on the chow that day
was Plover author Justin lsher-
.wcod, who read from his bock,

The fcatured must€al group
was Stgivens paint-based Otis &
The rmgat®rs.

The show was rebroadcast
last Novelnber, and the Jounal
subsequentry reetived several
inquiries from around the coun-
try about Isherwood's bock.
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F      fi      I      B      fi      Y
®*1*  &  the  JL*Itgca*®r*  .  H8ppift' h]u€5*rmck from
the t¥ilds o1-Wi§ct3n§itt. A typical AIligators' st`t f€a{.unef tasty
originals, Some Old soul and R&B classics. and  12~bar §a}coil
standards {'Th€ Thrill ls flttn£," ttt#.). }t'S # hHSpy, €{an#cabki
b_r_€T_` T=B&. Blttr5 £i2l_ptitt. apl  Western Ace.  N: SIS: Paul* 2a&
99S9. Tickets $5. -Sttrowiw%

Thursday, ALIgust 28               £grE
S

THE BLUES DUDES
Friday, AHgust 21

OTIS END THE

ALLIGATORS
Saturday, August 22R®underR€cordArtist,,

Louisiana Soul Mt.t*

DALTON REED
;`QA"££i%;a:n:dsg?:?t:i.:y:¥r::8:ftgfi€iko';

•:>EN\.`.:,!K,g*

t',.
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`

i?

S   A   T   U    F=   I)   A   Y
®tlg & the AII]ga*ors . This gig not only serves as an
unofficial release party for my fare band from the lA/isconsin
boonies' spanking new CD. 5¢r7.oas AJff.gr£I'¢es, its also part of
The B]ucs Salcon's annual anniversary festivities -which come
complete with free food and free champagne at midnight That
€xplalnsthesomewhatsteepcoverchargeforargivonalacLThe
Gators  are  in  tine  fettle  on  Sdrz.ous i4«is8fi`ous,  dy  the  way.
A»gmentedbyamckhomfaction.theydishupcorricoriginal
shuffles worthy of Little Charlie & the Nighteats - .Paid Too
Much" is a standout Plus fullbodied Albert Collinsrstyle bcogie
- €atlors Grill and Res" really sae*ca And for good measure,
some  timeless  R&B  standards:  Junior  Walkers  rshcke  &
Hngerpop" gets tenor man Jim Meyers's juicer flowing, while
Lithe Johnny Taylors big bahad, ¥arf Time Love." is n.catty
hansformed  into  a hot  rocker,  povered  ty Tory  Menzer's
rubbery,gallopingbassline.Sen'ousAlfl.gzzfroushasafe«rwindy,
histhoric banads (e.g„ "" Move On| and at least one badly
over.famiHar seleedon G.B. REng oeti7zs `The Thrin ls Gone" -
softy; guys) , but the gcod news is that there's more than 60 mill
utesofmusic,andifs90percentsound.Expecttoughhaip.gruff
vocals, plus plenty of energy and sourfulness tonight 7*e BI#es
Saloon, 601  Western Ave.  N.. St.  Paul, 228-9959. Tickets $10.
-Surowicz
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Tail Sf)afu.n  BIqes
Ofi§ and ff)e filligators
rFa(se Dog RecordsJ

From  the land known  for polkas
and cheese comes a  smokin] blues
band  that knows how to deliver a
hefty dose of goodrime blues.

Tal.i  Shak!.n' 8!ues.  the  third
release   by   this   Stevens   Point'.
Wisconsin-based blues group, features
twelve Selections  that include thre€'
originals and nine welLehosen covers.

The  party gets started with WtlH®
Dixon.s Too Laten and continues ie
the closing of John Mayall's "Gimme
One More Time.I Opening with an up.
tempo infectious groove featuring
snappy horns, and fired by   strong
yoca). this group defines the term
'party.a Before long. you'll be lcokno
for a place to dance. Only twice daes
the band deliver a change of pace with
slo`Ir lovdo`Im blues.

These veteran musicians put it all
together and cover all the bases, from
shuffles to  down-home blues. The
rhythm section provides a 8rrn base
upon which the others can develop.
The solos all seem to be the right
length. There is ncrwaste.  Everything
has its purpose. and it fits like a glove.
By keeping their cars open, this band
has learned its blues lessons, and !t
shove ]n their tasteful adaptations of
traditional structures, deliveries and
licks.

Otis MCLennon and Joe Sim€nson
founded the group in 1987. Joe  made
up the group's name off the top Of his
head when   a bar keeper wanted to
hire them after a Jam ses§i®n.

Early critics compared Otls to
David  Clayton Thomas of Blood.
Sweat and Tears fatTle; Simenson die+
agrees. "Otis is Otis. lie ls not copy.
He is a natural performer who has
developed his ourn style and delivery.*

Ots, and perhaps the blues in getw
eral, are enjoying a broad audience.
•Our second release, our first CD,
became the number - one played dlsc
in a country bar, long before w€ had
the opportunity to perform there."

Having seen the ban.d reeenqy at
the Silver Moon. I find this release a
true reflection of their live per for-
mance. Get ready to have a real good
time.

- Rich Cordon

F=L.O"ing
*'ffi  f-„~„rftplwr*„

try REBECCA AVEFtBECK, Assistant ilfesiyl® gctlor
ou can get .something for nothing.
Admission to the River of Btues Festi-
vat with five
hods on `fatur.
dry is rrce Of
€harg€. That's
right, rce. A
hangain like that

is hard to find. but don.I look
fen. tt's right hero. deuntown
in Vc[eraes PHrk. .`'car the
cast bank or the Wisconsin
River, blues musicians w.ill
perfom from liout to 8 p.in.
Up first for the third aonual
event will be 1`he Bofiewhouse
Blues Band. fo»owed by King
S`ifing, Cris and the A}!j#ators,
The Westside Andy & Met
Ford Band, and Sugar Blue.
The first thoee ai.t» I.«]m Cen-
tral Wisconsin, Westside Andy
isfromM8dirm.andSugar
Blue hails from Chicago.

I tnls and the AIligrtors Of
Stevens Point has performed
blues at Mflwaukee's Summer-
rest and The Pabst Theatre and
on National Public Radio'8"Whad 'Ya REow." The band has
shared the stage with Koko ray-
lop, Jimmy Rogers, Little Ed and
the Blues (mperials, The Chicago
Rlrythm and Blues Kings and
many others, Otis is harmonica
player and vocalist Otis MCLen-
nan of Stevens Point. His Alliga-
tors are drummer Don Berry of
Stevens Point, guitarist Chris
O'Keefe of Wausan and bass gui-
tar player Bentley T. Harder of
Eau Claire. Otis and the Alliga-
tors have three recordings and
one in the works.
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Otis and the
:tha¢;;E¥;tsg¥ai:b¥:¥#ii¥fr£C%¥
ma]gaz;n8e7S=:¥,qaljkbci:°:I:#%.wcrc

gTestft.ontg%,€th3e®{X¥*53otE.£,evoet#8

MCLeanon and a few others dccidcd

;%#g°d:£tsit:tc¥8¥n:gpfy§:t:h£'.:I::I::
MCLen8on said.  "So wc got do8¢

:¥:ql!§£:;[n:c¥£,l!!:ii¥si!iFi;8i;;¥;;
them. "Wc said OK; Icoked af c&ch
other and rolled our eyes."

p.mTP3at3Fddayw;,I,t£:rfc::Ft%to:L4,;
Fair in Ncillsvillc.

Because the startup of Otis and

::h::edneS]#a#C:Snc:£i¥sn:£¥St::S:dd:rtm#mb;:

of  the  original  sc`ssion  really  had

:h°§:gin:t,tsccd,3!u3t'ifccst,°aydc°jnfjigThc;
grtiup for the rirst couple of shows,

AIIigators snap
"We get a wide

varlety and range of
people who come to
hear us Play.
between 20 and 70
years old."- Otls Mclennon

:¥:¥r;ff:tFI¥:;:¥Soag,F;:¥haj
#:Xtpocc£¥kctr::C:.c¥E&¥gc8s°?nais]:
life.
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ainc:clean:Sna£,Pdi.Cctothei.group.
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on False Dog Label.
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;£:3£3:?3Cbhiy§£i3dd=¥§!t§ha:tthc¥:#;:a!
yoE]£Louus,¥crfe°inrfe:°g]i#nft;"bad

t:E:Ek¥:ro¥b:On£:y:sh=:!Sda.?Crconcfr#Crdoit:
and the truth is that rock came from

2:uncc8c';'b?ce:8:d,i`iButsu{::ii,g°fl°oi
_I_   _        .L                    ,                 ,                                     ,in your beer and f€cl-

ourself."
s §cl  at Clark  Coun[v

F':iiyhi:ld:ics`ua::?E:gin,i!gi?onrfs.?
CDs   .`Bluc   Vision,"   "Serious

?c!:]ka!!<€£:i':§#gk:#,CBS)::s?.,lobe
«Btr.°sn8B¥dc¥:rnb°¢n;:I::y,t'*trejs„aer:
about a downtown Chicago cstab-

!.iihmpean[tdo¥:o24fa°uucr£.?,da£'h::#
MCLermon rmtc after an advertjse-

=:g'w:ateuffitghaish::,-e#,tnm`:Site:he

following
Those  attending  also  w`ill  hear

some  of  tbeir  favorite  artists`
rccording§.

"Life is a smorgasbord: Iet's turn

•¥fr:h:o#trj#n`t"{oMgci;nk:°an]:,:igi
o(her bands. We want to expose our
audience  to  qcw  music.  (f people
want the same music, they can stay
home a]id listen [o Lhcir record col-

;C,=ioT:g:.,I,hejukebox.otisisthc-Pat Adam.soil

#ii3E!kr:€A,#egsalors
[Fals® Dog]

Tail Shakin'  Blues breaks ground all
around thirsty Central Wisconsin with

:::eta*a¥g:in°tfsfftin:i°¥inLibj#.
fa:±rife.n'.:iufis-fi:a-::a!ieiige.-ffi
#go:8wdniscawLth£Wo¥caL:fsa:e:aac;E't,.ife"Too tale,'. originally recorded by Cbe§s
Records master bassist and blues Song>
writer Willie Dixon, and ."Gimme O.ne
More Day," by.bluesbreaker and tr]im=
seker}ohnhayau'witha`deft:?,?RE
tion and dratutty. :  ...., t .
-,,.-,,,,    _ __  ,                  .      ,Tail Shakin'; Blue! takes a big..

beyond Serious.Allegatloac.:Otis ant
Alligators. dchut`:"efroq| with a thoug
mixture .of blues.!classics and home:
originals. AJ5o, :theLaddition Of the-,--,..,,, *     -,--
:i:fi:.¥i#et`g,:#,sg::sd.:%,f:?;:
#iig:I,oE£`:#eri7ri%,:#€:i:faej#ffi£
:t±aLjn£.?®P.ularityithatareboth.ivgiv

jeff Miehoiie


