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AMERIGAN ART AT PARIS.

Finnl A uncement of the Exhibits
Included in the §

(0il, ‘Water-Color, and Pastel).

Section of Paintings

After an unavoidable delay, caused by the
necessary correspondence with owners as to
loaning their pictures for the A merican dig-
play at the Paris Exposition, the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts has sued a final and
complete list of the works in oil, water-
color, and pastel which are being forwarded
from this country. They number one hun-
dred and sixty-nine pieces, forming seventy
per cent. of the total American exhibit in
this section. The rest will be made up of
work by American painters residing in Bu-
rope, which is now being selected by the
separate jury over there.

As regards this jury, a curious misappre-
‘hension has ariden here. It has been stated
that it would pass in final review upon the
pictures sent over from this country; a no-
tion entirely erroneous. The decision ai-
ready reached as to pictures included in the
subjoined list is final, the flluctions of the
European jury being confined to selecting |
works from the painters residing in Europe.

Again, this latter jury has been confount
ed with the hanging committee and the jur
of awards, neither of which has yet beeh
appointed. It seems probable that the for-
mer, upon which such a heayy responsibility
derends, will be composed of two painters,
one of them, Mr. Henry B. Snell, Assistant |

frector of Fine Arts, on behalf of resident
Americans, and his colleague some painter
on the other side representing the non-resi-
dents, Mr. Cauldwell, the Director of Finc
Arts, acting as referee. This would appear
to be the only way of securing what the Di-
rector has in mind, which is not a special
prominence to this or that section of Ame-
rican art, but a dignified presentation of the
whole. ‘This was the position he success-
fully maintained in the midst of conflicting
local interests in this country, and it
is the one he is still fighting for in Paris.
From private sources of information it
would appear that the fight is a pretty hot
one. The non-resident Americans are try-
ing to force themselves to the front at the
expense of the painters at home.

In studying the list of pictures sent over
from this side, opinions will differ as to tbe
question of its representing our best. The
general conclusion will probably be that
it does and does not. That is to say that,
while most of our best men are represented
(not all, however, Tryon, Twachtman, and
Vedder, for example, being omitted from the
list), yet it was necessary to be catholic and
include some whose pictures kept out
stronger ones. In fact, the exigencies of the
case—the smallness of space and the num-
ber of claims to be considered—rendered the
result, at best, a compromise. Any one
of us could suggest a list more truly repre-
sentative of the best national art, but it
would not be satisfactory to the majority
of the painters. In other words, a leaven-
ing of medlocrity was unavoidable.

The response of institutions and individu-
als to the request for the loan of their pic-
tures has been most gratifying. Among
many, special mention should be made of the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, the
Carnegie Art Institute at Pittsburgh, the
Cincinnati Museum Association, the Boston
Museum, and the Lotus Club on the one hand,
and, as regards individual collectors, of
George A. Hearn, H. K. Porter, Emerson
McMillin, E. F. Milliken, H. H. Benedict,
Mrs. Alfred Corning Clark, J. M. Sears, J. C.
Bloomingdale, F. A. Bell, Samuel Unter-
myer, and Charles BE. Ladd.

The following is a complete list of the
paintings (oil, water-color, and pastel):
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