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hugust 18, 1987

Paul Thempson

3661 Eglinton Avenue West
Apt. 1009

Toronto, Ontario

MBM B(C7

Dear Paul:

This letter iz in reply to your request for iden{ification of the trout
you captured in Georgian Bay. From the «clip (right pelvic) and the
fishes appearance, I believe this to be a lake trout backeross planted in
1979 at 15 months of age.

The lake trout backeross is a cross between a lake +trout female and a
splake male hybrid. This cross falls into the general category of
hybride between brook trout and lake trout that is usually referred to as
splake hybrids. We have reserved the name lake trout backecross for this
particular hybrid to differentiate it from the splake hybrids we were
planting in Georgian Bay until 1978. I have discussed your fish with Dr.
Crossman of the Royal Ontario Museum, and we are in agreement on its
identification.

Thank you for sending me the pictures of your fish. We are very
interested to know that these hybrids can survive for at least eight
years in the wild, as evidenced by the fish you caught.

If I can be of any further help, please contact me again.

Sincerely,

Wiilse

Peter E. lhssen, Ph.D.
Research Scientist
Research Section
Figheries Branch

P.C. Box kO

Maple, Dntario

LOJ 1EO

Telephone: (4i6)832-7164
PEI/mh

Encl.
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International Game Fish Association

3000 East Las Olas Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316 U.5.A.
Phone {305) 467-0161/Cable IGFA

October 13, 1987

Mr. Paul S. Thompson

3561 Eglinton Ave. West, #1008
Toronto, Ontario MBM 5CY
Canada

Re: 20 1b 11 oz Splake
caught on May 17, 1987

Dear Mr. Thompson:

We have reviewed the above referenced application and
everything appears to be in order. When the reguired
time limit has expired, we will notify you of the
cutcome.

Your catch has also been entered into ocur Annual
Fishing Contest [news release enclosed}. This contest
ends on November 30, 1987, and shortly after that date
the winners will be determined, and each one will
receive a certificate attesting to their achievement.
We take pleasure in enclosing a Certificate of Caich
confirming your entry in our contest.

Enclosed is an IGFA membership brochure for your
consideration. We hope that you will want to become a
member of this nonprofit association. You will not
only receive all of our benefits, but will also be kept
up-to-date on the various recerd programs and fishing
infTormation with our WORLD RECORD GAME FISHES book and
our INTERNATIONAL ANGLER, both of which are sent to all
members.

Sincerely,
~

Crmdof K/:)yo{\

Michael lLeech
Director of Operalions

ML/ jes
Encl.
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October 20, 1987

Mr. Paul S. Thompson

356]. Eglinton Ave. West, #1009
Toronte, Ontarioc MG6M 5C7
Canada

re: 20 1b 11 oz Splake
caught on May 17, 1987

Dear Mr. Thompson:

This is to inform you that your catch now holds the
All-Tackle class World Record.

We congratulale you on a very fine catch, and a
certificate attesting to vour achievement is
enclosed.

Sincerely,

/(/va,'

Elwood K. Harry
President

ERKH/ jes
Encl.

Trilene 2700
cc: Del Canty
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35-inch splake’s a world record

Resources ministry should get up to date on other angling marks

if happiness is a lunker, there's
only one man happier than Wasaga
Beach taxidermist Walter Bush.
That's 37-year-old Paul Thempson
of Eglinton Ave. in Toronto, the
first customer fo cross the thresh-
old of Bush's newly opened taxider-
my shop. He launched Bush’s busi-
ness with a bang by bringing in the
biggest splake ever caught any-
where.

His huge hybrid (laker/brock
trout) was 33 inches Jong, meas-
ured 23% inches around the waist
and tipped the scales at 22.5
pounds. According to the Interna-
tional Gamec Fish Association, offi-
cial custodian of the world record
hook, the heaviest splake previous-
ly recorded was a 16%-pounder
caught in Colorado in 1973,

Records poorly kept

Since splake don't reproduce,
this was stocked “probably in 1979,
Judging by the clipped right pelvic
fin" according to Ontario lisheries
director George Whitney.

Thompsen teok his trophy on
Sunday, trolling a fluorescent
Rapala at a depth of 17 feet, cast of
the Nottawasaga River in the vi-
cinity of Stall Strait, which you'll
not find listed in any gazetteer. IU's
a local label for the favorite rain-
bow beat of CFRB broadcaster
John Stall, who pounds it whenever
he isn't hitting the airwaves.

Besides having his achievement
preserved for posterity in the
- record book, Thompson stands to

8 Canadians

Special tu The Star
The honor reli of Canada's

JOHN
POWER

Outdoors

receive $1,000 from Berkley and
Co., which has a slanding offer of a
G note Lo anyone who establishes a
world mark on Trilene line.
Thompson was fishing with eight
pound Trilene monefilament at the
time.

Unfortunately, in Ontario, an an-
gler could be a record wrecker and
never know it. The Ministry of
Natural Resources, which should
be on top of the situation, is behind
the door and in the dark.

Take the colorful Fishes Of
Ontario poster the ministry print-
ed and distributed,

For starters, it's confusing, if not
misleading, since some fish de-
scriptions are beside the pictures,
while others are above or below
them. Moreover, it lists incorrect
record weights for both small-
mouth and largemouth. In the case
of the latter, the ministry still ac-
cepts as gospel, and as this prov-
ince’s best ever, a l4-pound, two-
ounce bigmouth bass the iate Leon-
ard Noonan claimed to have
caught in Stoney Lake 39 years
ago.

It was a hoax, or Noonan’s idea

of a joke, if you will. Nevertheless,
it went unchalienged for 36 years
until, quite by accident, irrefulable
evidence was unearthed which
proved the bucketmouth was actu-
ally hauled from the waters near
Florida’s Mount Dora, net Ontar-
io’s McCracken's Landing., It's
gbvious that whoever is supposed
to keep tabs on finned tilans for
the ministry is asleep at the swilch.
Due {¢ that discevery, the Ontar-
io largemouth bass record reverts
te Mario Chrysanthou, who resided
in Willowdale when he winched a
10-pound, seven-ounce giant out of
tiny Preston Lake back in [976.

Heavyweight champs

To the best of my knowledge, the
Ontario heavyweight champs are
as follows. If you have any infor-
mation indicating otherwise, 1'd
like to hear from you so0 we can get
our provincial record book in
order.

Brook Trout: No arguments

here. The 32-inch, 14%-pound
squaretail Dr. J. W. Cook of Fort
William took in the Nipigon River
has led the world brookie parade
for 72 years.

Rainbew Trout: The 20-pound,
two-ounce 'bow that Russell Ken-
well of Wasaga Beach hoocked in
the Notawasaga River in 1975 is
still the rainbow to beat.

Lake Trouf: Ontario’s largest
laker is the 63-pound, two-ounce
leviathan taken from Lake Superi-
or in 1952 by M. Hamner of Thun-

der Ba{l.

Northern FPike: The provincial
and Canadian mark is a 42-pound,
two-ounce monster hested by Ken-
tucky fisherman Harry Bed who
bagged his prize in Delaney Lake
almost 40 years ago.

Muskellunge: Unfortunatety, the
ones that gel away don't count, so
the top Ontario muskie in the book
is the 61-pound, nine-gunce behe-
moth pulled from Eagle Lake in
1940 by Edward Waiden.

Walleye: The rod and reel record
15 a Niagara River 22%-pounder
taken in 1843 by Patrick Noon,
Fort Erie,

Smallmouth Bass: The 11.5-
pound bronzeback that Svend Ole-
sen of Thornhill landed in ecastern
Lake Ontario in 1964 established a
Canadian recerd and cate. within
seven ounces of the world mark.

Chincok Salmon: Though there's
no doubt the 5l-incher Jason
Anthony of Mississauga released in
1986 led the ail-time list, the heavi-
est to hit the scales was a 45.37
pounder that R. Polidoro of Etobi-
coke nailed in the Credit River in
1980.

Brown Trout: London's Klaus
Mueller leads the brownie pack by
virtue of a 24 ¥2-pounder taken off]
Douglas Point, Lake Huron, in
1983.

This is just a partial lock at
Ontario’s winners' circle. Hoping
the angling fraternity will point
out any errors and help [iil the
blanks.
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Berkley

One Berlloy Drive

Spirit Lake, Jowa 51360-1041
Telephone

712 3361320

Telex
480135 Berkley Co Stle
Teiefax 712 336 5183

Dear World Record Holder:

Congratulations on your new IGFA world record catch! We’re pleased to
learn your record fish was landed on Trilene fishing line.

tnciosed you will tind a questionnaire designed to give us information
about your catch. The questionnaire also allows Berkley to publish the
facts of your catch to news writers for advertising and press releases.

As the Berkley $1000 reward rules state, only one payment will be made to
an individual for a line class record or an all tackle record in one of
the species with line class categories. Also, the fish must be the
largest catch of the year for the specific line class. Final verifica-
tion of all world record payments will be made in May, 1988. World
record payments will be made in June, 1988.

We want you to know how pleased we are with your accomplishment. Please
be sure to fil1l in all information on the questionnaire, pertaining to
sizes and preferred size fishing line. You will be receiving special
recognition gifts in a complimentary world record holder’s package in the
near future.

You may be interested to know your record adds to over 2000 IGFA records
set by Trilene anglers since we began this program in July 1983. Thank
you for helping make this pregram a continued success. Congratulations
for earning a place in the IGFA World Record Book.

Sincerely,

Z Janis E. Bowles

Promotional Services Manager
df

Enc.
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December 22, 1987

Mr. Paul S. Thompson

3561 Eglinton Ave. West, #1009
Toronto, Ontario ME6M 5C7
Canada

re: 20 1b 11 oz Splake
caught on May 17, 1987

Dear Mr. Thompson:

This is to inform you that your catch now holds the
04 kg (8 1b) class World Record.

We congratulate you on a very Tine catch, and a
certificate attesting Lo your achievement is
enclosed.

Sincerely,

& /1¢/fnn

Elwood K. Harry
President

EEH/ jes
Encl.

Trilene 2700
cc: Mark A. Pine



ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST

THE INTERNATIONAL GAME FISH ASSOCIATION

This is to certify that

PAUL S. THOMPSON

Has been judged a winner in the Annual IGFA Fishing Contest for a catch
of one of the three largest fish of the spectes taken in accordance with
international angling rules during the year.

SPLAKE 20 (B 11 07 (9,39 KG)

Species Weight
GEORGIAN BAY, ONTARIO, CANADA MAY 17, 1987
Place of Catch Date of Caich

In witness whereof, the undersigned have affixed their signatures,

S tdalBond E ot ¢ /Ko

Executive Committee Member President




INTERNATIONAL GAME FISH ASSOCIATIO

This is to certity that '

PAUL S. THOMPSON

Has been awarded a world angling record for a catch
of the heaviest fish of a species in an approved line class category, and that the
catch was made in accordance with international angling regulations.

SPLAKE 20 LB 11 07 (9.39 KG)
Species ' Weight

4 kG (8 LB) May 17, 1987

Record Category Date of Catch

GEORGIAN BAY, ONTARIO, CANADA

Place of Caich

In witness whereof, the undersigned have affixed their signatures.

I W IV Ssava el I/ fans

Executive Committee Member President ’
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One fish nets him two world records

Outdoors
Bil Thompson

RS ——

A —

The May long weekend was quiet around the old
homestead, except for a Monday night phone call
{from local angler and Wasaga Beach cottage
owner Bob Walker.

Walker reported that Toronto angler Paul
Thompson (no relation) had caught & possible
world record splake {laker/brook trout hybric_IJ.

- Like any outdoor writer, [ was ecstatic. But not
without some misgivings — fishermen being
fishermen, exaggerations aren’t unknown. _

Following up on Walker's tip proved to be
fruitful.

Thompson was trolling a jointed fluorescent

rapala in Georgian Bay, east of the Nottawasags -

River at Wasage Beach, when the angling gods
smiled on him, o .

After the initial "holy cripes, I've got something
here,"” there was a one-hour battle, including five
long runs from the boat. .

With the aid of the other members of his motley
créw, Jamie Durnin and Mike Yates, the lunker
was netted and tucked safely under wraps.

Noting the size of the fish, they immediately
headed back to the Wasaga Beach Marins. On
the initial weigh-in, the fish bottomed out the
marina’s 20-pound scale,

Thompsen, unknown to him, now was holding &

e

possible record fish — but how much did it weigh?

The next stop was at the newly opened Bush
Taxidermy Studio. It was here, under the careful
scrutiny 6f Wasaga Beach taxidermist Walt
Boesch, that the weight was verified.

The scales rested at 22 Ibs., 8 0z. The trophy was
one inch shy of three feet long and had a girth of
23'/4.inches.

Verification was confirmed upon contacting the
International Game Fish Association and the
National Fishing Hall of Fame.

Thompsoh had shattered the record set in °
Colorado in 1973 of 16 Ib., 12 0z. by almost six
pounds. .

Along with the new all-tackle record, Thompson
had set a world “line class” record for 81b. test
line. This “line class” record, besides bringing
Thompson instant angling fame, will make him
the owner of & $1,000 cheque from Berldey. This
tackle company awards anglers $1,000 if they
establish & world record on their Trilene line.
Thompson was using such a line when his dream
came true.

It was grest seelng an angler like Thompson
reap the rewards of his labor. He is'not only an
avid angler, but is smart also when it comes time
to finding a babysitter for his trophy. He lefl the
record fish in the capable hands of Boesch, one of
the most skilled and creative taxidermists in
Ontario,

Slowly the buzz caused by this record fish
among the fishing fraternity will subside and
lers will be back on the waters of Ontario

giving the cat & kick themselves. Lot's hope

Taxidermist Walt Boesch with 22 ib.,
8-0z. splake, a world record. '

there's a spot in the record books for you, too.

* * +

1t’s not to late to enter the annual Belwood Lake
pike derby. There are two classes this year—
catch and keep-and-live release. There are some
excellent prizes to be won, including trips,
outboard motors and fishing charters,

For more information call Don Elliot{ at 1-843-
5177. Last-minute entries aro welcome.
Registratiop lime Saturday is 5 a.m. at the
Belwood town hali.

P st

—————




GEORGIAN BAY appears 1o
have grown a world-recerd
splake. Toronto angler, Paul
Thampson, nailed the 20.5-
pound lake trouc/brook trour
cross while rrolling neat Was-
aga Deach, Onranio.

lsland Lake, Colorado, pro-
duced the standing world-ree
ard splake of 16 pounds, 12
ounces, in 1973

MNarural Resources has
stocked bybrids into Gewr-
gian Bay since the 1950s. The
vriginal cross wag 50450
hrook and lake troat, and was
called @ Wendigo or splake.
Through rhe years, more and
more lake trout was bred into
the fish, avad rechoically, chey
are o Junger splake, al-
chough anglers stll refer o
any cross hetween brook and
fake trour as such. Fisheries
scientists call the present
Georgian Hay fish lake troue
bhackerosses.

The rechnicalities have
caused Thompson and Waleer
Bush, che taxidermist he ook
e fish to, some real head-
aches, as far as getting the ac-
vual serain of fish idenofied,
s thae Thompson can regis-
rer the figsh o the record
imoks.

Bush sent the pylovic ¢acen,
snudl finger-hke protrusions
on the hsh's intestines, o Dr.
Ed Crossman of the Royal
Oinrario Muscum, a nanon-
ally known fisheries scienast,
o help idenufy the ish,
Splake usually have n pylone
cacea count that falls between
the high number in lake trout
and the lower amount in
brook trout.

However, the fish had Dr
Crossman and Narural Re-
sources fisheries technician

By John Kerr

Wasaga Seach taxidermist, Walter Bush, holds
It has several lamprey wounds on one side. The fish has a lake trout-like
niead, and the tail is only slightly Torked—more evidence that itis 2

splake, since 2 faker has a deeply forked tail, and a brookie's is square,

Paul Thompson's big splake.

Peter Ihasshen, of Maple,
stumped. The pyloric cacca
count feli within the range of
hrook trout! And, the present
14-pound, 8-ounce world-rec-
ord brookie has led the pack
for 71 years. With further
physical descriptions from
Bush, they concluded it was
either a hrookie or a natural
hrookie cross with a splake
{the original splake).

Motos followed, and the
| puzzle started 1o come to-

pecher. The two fisheries sci-
cnoists now feel the hshis, in-

" deed, one of the backerosses

stocked by Narural Resources.
although unusually large and
wich an atvpical pyloric cacca
count. Bur they say the only
way to he sure would be to
have run tests on some of the
fish's fiesh, to examine the
gene structure. By that time,
Bush had skinned and
mounted rhe hsh, disposing
of the flesh, At any rate, they

‘Record Splake

have precluded it being a gi-
anc brook trout, and say iris
some sore of cross with a
laker.

So where does thar leave
Thompson?!

Dr. Crossman only con-
siders the original 30/50
blend o be splake.

“ I yau cross thar splake
with cither parenc species
againt, you have to call i
something else,” said
Crossman.

In reality, the possible
number of crosses between
hybrids 1= endless. Hence, an-
glers call all of them splake.

The ewo major fish-record
kecpers concur, and consider
any crass berween lake and
brook trout as splake.

. Bob Kute, of the Nzuonal
Fresh Warer Fishing Hall of
Fame, 1in Hayward, Wisconsin,
said they would recopnize
Thompson's hybrid as a
splake.

Mike Leech, of the Interna-
tonal Game Fish Assoviation,
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
agreed that they would do the
sane.

“To start breaking down all |
the hybrid possinlicies, for
recard keeping, would be an
impossible rask,” said Leech.
“We have 1o consider any
brook/lake rrour cross as a
splake.”

All thar remains for |
Thompson's giant hybrid ro
he recognized as the world-

record splake by these tao in-
sticutions is for him ro submic
photos, wirnessed documents
to the weigh-in, and samples
of the line he caught it on, if
he wants to claim 1t as a line-
class record, as well as che all-
tackle record spiake. ) |
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ational Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame

Line Testing Laboratory

P.O. Box 33, Hayward, Wisconsin 54843

est Made For: (angler)

Prve S, TitrmpSory

A

Test #

Date 9://7///7
By __ﬁ—ﬂ-zzé——

/'L/

QJ@&A_,——.

:

Species

Date of Catch: “ ZZ 222 !l Lbs 2N Ou 4? Line Type

G —
|

The breaking load test of this line was conducted under a routine consistent procedure used for all lines. The speed of
the pulling jaws was 12 inches per minute, The distance between grips during the test was 5 inches. The samples were
immersed in water at room temperature for two hours and then tested wet. The breaking load in the saturated condi-
tion for each test result was as indicated below. The result is the average of number of tests conducted.

Test - 1 Teat - 2
BREAKING ' O O
LOAD FOR
FLY
FISHING
TIPPET
79
Rémarks:

-

A Bl Ty et b e

-

Test - SO

L0

©

Test-4©
707

©

Test - BO

7 -1
[/‘

Test - BO- Test - 7 Q

]

O

ONNO

Accepted as®
Submitted

Altered in
Line Class to

PARAMETERS

2 1b. — 00.00 - 3.00

41b. — 3.10 - 5.00

6 lb. — 6.10 - 7.00

8 lb. — 7.10 - 9.00
10 ib. — .10 - 11.00
12 Ib. — 11.10 - 13.00
14 1b. — 13.10 - 14.60
15 Ib. — 14,51 - 15.50
16 Ib. — 15.51 - 16.50
17 lb. — 16.51 - 18,50
20 Ib. — 18,51 - 22.50
25 1b. — 22.51 - 27.50
30 Ib. — 27.51 - 33.00
36 Ib. — 33.10 - 38.00
40 1b, — 38.10 - 42.50
45 1b, — 42.561 - 47.50
50 Ib. — 47.561 - 55.00
60 Ib. — 55.01 - 65.00
70 b, — 68.01 - 76.00
80 ib. — 75.01 -

.....

NOTE: Many variables exist
in line strength due to manu-
facture, use, abuse, wear,
age, ete,

Thus, the stated strength of
a line may vary considerably
(plus or minus) when put to
test at a given point in time.

7(?
7/
J’z:)

707

7.5
At
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INTERNATIONAL GAME FISH ASSOCIATION

cAnnual Fishing (Gontest

Certificate of Catch

This is to certify that

PATUI., S. THOMPSON .
on the date inscribed below did hook and successfullyland a -

SPLAKE

which has been registered as an officfal entry in the
International Game Fish Association
Annual Fishing Contest.

Date  May 17, 1987

Weight 20 ib 11 oz (9.39 kg) gz"/f(/)/‘wy

Place Georgian Bay President
Ontaric, Canada




\ '%% WORLD RECURD <
<. Angling Achievement =

FISHING HACL OF FAME

 “National ‘Fresh ‘Water
“Fishing “Hall of Fame

WORLD RECOGNITION

' ATTEST BY THE GREAT SEAL
ANGLER ] .

SPLAKE 5/17/87
SPECIES ‘ DATE

20 11 Division #1 - Rod/Reel
LBS. 0Z8. DIVISION

Georgian Bay / Ontario, CANADA

CAUGHT
ﬂfm 8 1b. & All Tackle

EXECUTIVE OFFICER LINE TEST CLASS




