
Henry Brevard: From Enslaved Ironworker to 

Landowner and Brevard Chapel Church Founder 

Henry Brevard was born sometime between 1837 and 1843, probably in 

Lincoln County, North Carolina, during the final generation of American 

slavery. A marriage record for him identifies his parents as Ephraim Davidson 

and Nancy Brevard, a pairing that, by naming convention and regional 

context, strongly suggests both were enslaved within the interconnected 

Davidson and Brevard households in Lincoln County’s iron-manufacturing 

district.1 

 

An 1866 Freedmen’s Bureau cohabitation record for Ephraim Davidson and 

Nancy Brevard, however, raises questions about Henry’s paternity. The 

 
1 Lincoln County, North Carolina, 1894 marriage record for Henry Brevard and Elizabeth Derr, identifying 
parents Ephraim Davidson and Nancy Brevard; image, Family Search 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9F-BZJZ). 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9F-BZJZ?lang=en


record reports that the couple had been living together as husband and wife 

since approximately 1856, between thirteen and nineteen years after 

Henry’s estimated birth.  

 

This timing discrepancy suggests that Ephraim Davidson may have been 

Henry Brevard’s stepfather rather than his biological father, a pattern in 

enslaved families cruelly reshaped by sale, family separation, and forced 

remarriage2. Henry’s use of his mother’s surname, Brevard, rather than 

Davidson, further supports this interpretation. 

A 1901 probate record for Henry’s estate provides an additional insight into 

Henry’s immediate family, identifying a deceased sister, Rosa Miller,  

confirming that Henry was part of a sibling group that survived slavery into 

the post-emancipation period3.  

 

 
2 Freedmen’s Bureau, Records of Cohabitation, Lincoln County, North Carolina, 1866; Ephraim Davidson 
and Nancy Brevard; image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9F-LGRX). 
3 Lincoln County, North Carolina, probate records, estate of Henry Brevard, 1901, identifying deceased 
sister Rosa Miller; image 1692,  Family Search  (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF) 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9F-LGRX?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF?lang=en


Rosa, recorded as Rosanah Brevard in the 1870 census of Ironton Township, 

appears at age thirteen in a household with her inferred mother, Nancy 

Brevard4.  

 

Notably, she resided only three households away from Robert Alfred 

Brevard, her family’s former enslaver5. Also enumerated nearby was George 

Miller, who would later become her husband. By 1880, Rose appeared as 

Rosannah Miller, married to George Miller, with children Alice, Henry, 

Eugene, Willie, and Laura6.  

 
4 1870 U.S. Census, Ironton Township, Lincoln County, North Carolina, household of Charles Miller with 
Nancy and Rosanah Brevard; image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8K-
MDW) 
5 1870 U.S. Census, Ironton Township, Lincoln County, North Carolina, household of Robert A. Brevard 
(preceding census page); image, Family Search (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8K-
M8C?lang=en&cid=fs_copy) 
6 1880 U.S. Census, Lincoln County, North Carolina, household of George and Rosa Miller, listing children 
Alice, Henry, Eugene, Willie, and Laura; image, Family Search 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCX7-RSN) 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8K-MDW?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8K-MDW?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCX7-RSN?lang=en


 

Between 1880 and her death prior to 24 September 1887, Rosa and George 

had two additional children, Eliza and Katie7. Rosa died sometime before that 

date, when George Miller remarried Clementine Simonton.8 

Together, these references help reconstruct Henry Brevard’s family network, 

underscore the tragic fragmentation of enslaved families, whose 

relationships are often recoverable only through indirect or later-life records, 

and foreshadow the individuals who would later emerge in protracted court 

proceedings over Henry’s land after his death. 

The Brevard Iron Empire That Enslaved Henry Brevard 

By the late eighteenth century, Lincoln County had emerged as one of North 

Carolina’s most important iron-manufacturing centers, anchored along the 

Catawba River and powered by enslaved labor.9  

 
7 1900 U.S. Census, Lincoln County, North Carolina, household of George Miller and wife Clementine, 
enumerating Eliza Miller and Katie Miller in the household; image, Family Search 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MSYB-BNM) 
8 Lincoln County, North Carolina, marriage record for George Miller and Clementine Simonton, 24 
September 1887; image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9X-GQF6) 
9 North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, “Iron Works of Lincoln County,” January 
18, 2024. (https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2024/01/18/iron-works-o-9) 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MSYB-BNM?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9X-GQF6?lang=en


 

This industry took root under Captain Alexander Brevard, father of Robert A. 

Brevard, whose entrepreneurial expansion of iron furnaces fundamentally 

shaped the region’s economy and landscape. Beginning in the 1790s, 

Alexander Brevard acquired land and constructed major furnaces, including 

Mount Tirzah and Rehoboth, while his brother-in-law, General Joseph 

Graham, built nearby Vesuvius Furnace, together forming an interconnected 

iron corridor in eastern Lincoln County1011. These furnaces produced pig iron, 

tools, and implements vital to the regional economy, and they required a 

skilled, coerced workforce of enslaved men trained as blacksmiths, founders, 

and laborers12. The imposing Mount Tirzah estate, often later remembered 

simply as “the Brevard House”, stood as both an architectural symbol of 

 
10 Lincoln Landmarks, Facebook post, February 6, 2023 
(https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=183182647735160&set=pb.100081302775195.-
2207520000&type=3). 
11 National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, “History of Vesuvius Furnace.” 
12 North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, “Iron Works of Lincoln County,” January 
18, 2024 (https://www.ncdar.org/VesuviusFurnace/html/history.html). 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=183182647735160&set=pb.100081302775195.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=183182647735160&set=pb.100081302775195.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.ncdar.org/VesuviusFurnace/html/history.html


planter-industrial wealth and a physical reminder that this prosperity rested 

on enslaved labor.13  

 

Photo of Brevard House, which was burned down in 1968. 

Within this industrial world, enslaved Black men like Henry Brevard would 

have acquired specialized ironworking skills that later translated into post-

emancipation trades, directly linking the Brevard family’s industrial 

enterprise to the lived experience of those they enslaved14. 

 

 

 
13 Lincoln Landmarks, Facebook post, February 6, 2023 
(https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=183182647735160&set=pb.100081302775195.-
2207520000&type=3). 
14 North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, “Iron Works of Lincoln County,” January 
18, 2024 (https://www.ncdar.org/VesuviusFurnace/html/history.html). 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=183182647735160&set=pb.100081302775195.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=183182647735160&set=pb.100081302775195.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.ncdar.org/VesuviusFurnace/html/history.html


Enslavement and the Iron Industry Context 

Multiple threads of evidence point to Henry’s enslavement within the 

Brevard iron enterprise and to enslaver Robert Alfred Brevard.  

 

Robert Alfred Brevard (1799-1879) 

During Henry’s lifetime, only two Brevard households, Robert A. Brevard and 

his son, Alexander Franklin Brevard, are documented as enslavers within 

Lincoln and adjacent Catawba County’s iron-manufacturing district.15  

 
15 1860 U.S. Census and Slave Schedule, Lincoln County, NC; Robert A. Brevard, slaveholding entry; image, 
Family Search (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WK5L-J53Z?lang=en&cid=fs_copy). 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WK5L-J53Z?lang=en&cid=fs_copy


 

Alexander Franklin Brevard (1825-1909) 

Both men were deeply involved in iron manufacturing centered around 

Mount Tirzah in what became known as “Ironton” Township16.  

 

The later appearance of an emancipated Henry Brevard as a skilled 

blacksmith in federal non-population schedules aligns closely with the labor 

 
16 North Carolina industrial and iron-manufacturing records relating to Mount Tirzah and “Ironton” 
Township. 



demands of this industry and supports the conclusion that he acquired his 

trade while enslaved to the Brevards17. 

The 1860 federal census and slave schedule for Lincoln County further 

reinforces this conclusion, listing Robert A. Brevard as enslaving among 

multiple people, a twenty-two-year-old male, an age that falls squarely 

within Henry Brevard’s estimated birth range18.  

 

The 1870 census for Ironton Township adds additional evidence, showing 

Henry’s mother, Nancy Brevard, and his sister, Rosanah (Rosa) Brevard, 

 
17 1880 U.S. Federal Non-Population Schedules; Henry Brevard, occupation blacksmith; image, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1276/records/3434750). 
18 1860 U.S. Census and Slave Schedule, Lincoln County, North Carolina; Robert A. Brevard, image, Family 
Search ( https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WK5L-J53Z?lang=en&cid=fs_copy). 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1276/records/3434750
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WK5L-J53Z?lang=en&cid=fs_copy


residing only a few households away from Robert A. Brevard19. This close 

residential proximity between newly emancipated people and their former 

enslavers is a pattern often observed in census records. Both Brevard 

enslavers lived beyond the end of enslavement, which explains the absence 

of a post-war probate inventory that might have enumerated an enslaved 

Henry by name. 

Neighborhood continuity further strengthens this case. In 1860, Robert A. 

Brevard’s household appears adjacent to those of the Connor and Dellinger 

families, all documented enslavers within the same local district. After the 

Civil War, these same surnames reappear among Henry Brevard’s closest 

emancipated associates and family, most notably as co-trustees in a 

Methodist Episcopal church land transaction. The adoption and continued 

use of these surnames by Henry’s associates point to their prior enslavement 

within neighboring Brevard-area enslaver households with the same name. 

Taken together, Henry Brevard’s roots in Lincoln County, occupational 

experience in ironworking, demographic alignment in the slave census, post-

emancipation residential proximity to his former enslavers, and persistent 

surname associations of his friends, associates, and neighbors all support the 

conclusion that Robert A. Brevard was Henry Brevard’s enslaver. 

Marriage, Family Formation, and Early Freedom 

With emancipation, Henry Brevard moved quickly and boldly to build a life 

as a free man and for his family. On 7 August 1866, he and Susan Wingate 

registered their marriage in Lincolnton Township, Lincoln County, through a 

cohabitation record with the Freedman’s Bureau, which documented that 

 
19 1870 U.S. Census, Lincoln County, North Carolina, household of Rosanah Brevard; image, Family Search 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8K-MD7). 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8K-MD7?lang=en


the couple had already been living as husband and wife for approximately six 

years prior to emancipation20.  

 

This record reflects a marriage formed during slavery and later legalized, a 

common practice among formerly enslaved couples seeking legal recognition 

of long-standing unions. 

The household enumerated in the 1870 federal census provides further 

insight into Henry and Susan Brevard’s family structure during the early years 

of freedom. In addition to Henry and Susan, the census lists two young males 

living in their household: Matthew Brevard, born about 1854, and Haywood 

Brevard, born about 186721. 

 

Matthew Brevard was listed as a blacksmith, the same skilled trade practiced 

by Henry. Based on age, occupation, and shared surname, Matthew may 

 
20 Freedmen’s Bureau, Records of Cohabitation, Lincolnton Township, Lincoln County, North Carolina; 
Henry Brevard and Susan Wingate, registered 7 August 1866; image, Family Search 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QJ8B-G5GD) 
21 1870 U.S. Census, Lincoln County, North Carolina, household of Henry and Susan Brevard; image, 
Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8J-PQ9). 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QJ8B-G5GD?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8J-PQ9?lang=en


represent either a younger brother of Henry Brevard or a non-relative 

enslaved alongside him within the Brevard iron-manufacturing enterprise. 

Alternatively, if Henry Brevard’s birth is placed closer to 1837 rather than 

1843, Matthew could plausibly be Henry’s son, born during slavery prior to 

his union with Susan, and raised by Henry within his trade tradition. While 

the surviving records do not permit a definitive conclusion, the census 

strongly suggests a close familial or apprenticeship-based relationship 

rooted in shared enslavement and skilled labor. 

The second boy, Haywood Brevard, born about 1867, was almost certainly 

the son of Henry the son of Henry and Susan Brevard22.  

 

His birth closely follows the 1866 registration of Henry and Susan’s marriage 

and aligns with the transition from enslaved marriage to legally recognized 

family formation.  He is listed as Henry and Susan’s son in the 1880 census. 

Together, these census entries underscore the continuity of Henry Brevard’s 

household across slavery and freedom. 

Susan Wingate Brevard’s lineage would later prove central to Henry’s 

extended family responsibilities. Through Susan’s daughter Frances Wingate 

Connor23 — whom she had with Isaac “Ike” Brevard, whose relationship to 

Henry, if any, remains unclear— and granddaughter Sarah Connor 

 
22 1880 U.S. Census, Lincoln County, North Carolina, listing Haywood Brevard as son of Henry and Susan 
Brevard; image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCX7-TXF). 
23 Lincoln County, North Carolina 1869 Marriage record for Francis Wingate listing parents as Isaac 
Brevard and Susan Wingate; image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9N-VDLT) 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCX7-TXF?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9N-VDLT?lang=en


Carpenter24,Henry became the de facto patriarch for Sarah’s daughter, 

Susan’s great-granddaughter Ola Brevard25, whom he raised as his own child. 

 

Photo Ola Brevard McCorkle (1886-1974) with her husband Logan Dodson 

McCorkle, nephew of Rufus LeRoy McCorkle. 

Landownership and Reconstruction-Era Independence 

One of the clearest markers of Henry Brevard’s post-emancipation success 

was his acquisition of land. On 3 July 1874, less than a decade after 

emancipation, Henry purchased approximately ninety acres from Thomas J. 

Caldwell for $300, receiving full fee-simple title26.  

 
24 1870 U.S. Census, Lincoln County, North Carolina, household of Frances (Wingate) Connor listing 
daughter Sarah Connor; image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8J-GK1). 
25 1974 Lincoln County, North Carolina Death record for Ola Prim McCorkle, listing her mother as Sarah 
(Connor) Brevard; image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FP7G-RT5) 
26 Lincoln County, North Carolina, deed records, Thomas J. Caldwell to Henry Brevard, 3 July 1874; image, 
Family Search (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-896S-3V88?view=explore). 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW8J-GK1?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FP7G-RT5?lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-896S-3V88?view=explore


 

That same year, he also acquired an additional seven-eighths of an acre from 

William W. Monday, a transaction that was later confirmed through court-

ordered registration.27  

 

 
27 Lincoln County, North Carolina, deed and court registration records, William W. Monday to Henry 
Brevard, seven-eighths acre; image, Family Search (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S7WF-
3QVB-59?view=explore). 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S7WF-3QVB-59?view=explore
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S7WF-3QVB-59?view=explore


These purchases placed Henry, less than ten years after the Civil War ended, 

among a relatively small but growing class of Black landowners in 

Reconstruction-era Lincoln County. 

The surviving documentation does not specify how Henry Brevard 

accumulated the capital necessary to acquire this land. However, given his 

later identification as a blacksmith, a skilled and in-demand trade in the 

postwar South, it is reasonable to conclude that Henry was able to leverage 

paid labor in the ironworking economy to convert skill into property 

ownership. This pattern was common among formerly enslaved craftsmen 

whose technical expertise provided one of the few viable pathways to 

economic independence during Reconstruction. 

 

The detailed metes-and-bounds descriptions preserved in later court records 

confirm that these tracts formed a contiguous holding along local roads and 

neighboring farms, underscoring Henry’s permanence and visibility as a 

property owner. 

Blacksmith, Community Leader, and Church Trustee 

Henry’s listing as a blacksmith in the 1880 federal non-population schedules 

confirms that he practiced a skilled trade, likely carried forward from his 

years in bondage.  



 

Illustration of a 19th-century African American blacksmith, representing the 

type of work Henry Brevard likely performed. 

Skilled ironworkers often occupied respected positions within Black rural 

communities, and Henry’s subsequent actions reflect that status28. 

 
28 1880 Federal Non-Population Schedule, Lincoln County, NC, listing Haywood Brevard’s occupation as 
blacksmith; image, Ancestry ( https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1276/records/3434750). 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1276/records/3434750
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1276/records/3434750


 

On 29 January 1885, Henry and his wife Susan sold seven-eighths of an acre 

from their land to a group of trustees, Henry Brevard himself, Augustus Derr, 

and Adolphus Dellinger, identified explicitly as trustees of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church29.  

 

 
29 Lincoln County, North Carolina, deed records, Henry and Susan Brevard to trustees Henry Brevard, 
Augustus Derr, and Adolphus Dellinger, 29 January 1885; image, Family Search 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L98W-Q5Y2?view=explore). 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L98W-Q5Y2?view=explore


This transaction established the land on which Brevard Chapel would stand, 

permanently linking Henry’s name to one of the region’s oldest African 

American religious institutions. 

Loss, Remarriage, and Extended Family Care 

Susan Wingate Brevard died in March 1893 and was buried at Bethel United 

Methodist Church30, a white congregation that appears to have supported, 

or at least been connected to, the founding of Brevard Chapel. Her death 

marked a turning point in Henry’s later life. 

 

In 1894, Henry married his second wife, Elizabeth (Eliza) Derr, in a ceremony 

officiated by Rev. William Augustus Derr31. Augustus Derr and Eliza Derr were 

both later buried at Saint James United Methodist Church, an African 

American congregation, suggesting a possible family connection as well as 

denominational networks that linked Brevard Chapel with other Black 

Methodist communities in the region. 

Death and Probate: In Loco Parentis 

Henry Brevard died on 10 January 1899, owning approximately ninety acres 

of land in Lincoln County, North Carolina32.  

 
30 Lincoln County, NC, death record for Susan Wingate Brevard, March 1893; burial at Bethel United 
Methodist Church; FindAGrave ( https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/263820829/susan-brevard). 
31 Lincoln County, North Carolina, marriage record for Henry Brevard and Elizabeth (Eliza) Derr, 1894; 
image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9B-3M7B) 
32 Lincoln County, North Carolina, probate records, estate of Henry Brevard, 1901, listing his death date as 
January 10, 1899;image 1692,  Family Search  (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF). 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/263820829/susan-brevard
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9B-3M7B?lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF


 

Mapping of Henry Brevard’s land, as documented in the 1901 probate 

records of his estate. 

 

He died without a will, setting in motion a probate process that would 

ultimately reshape both the ownership of his land and the recognition of the 

family relationships he had built during his lifetime. 

Court records show that Henry Brevard had been acting in loco parentis—in 

the place of a parent—to children who were not his own. One was Crosby 

Nixon Brevard, Eliza’s son from a prior relationship; the other was Ola 

Brevard, age fourteen, identified as the great-granddaughter of Henry’s first 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:2:77T6-9Q9Y-8?view=index&cc=1911121&lang=en&groupId=


wife, Susan Wingate33. Together, the records confirm that Henry and Eliza 

assumed parental responsibility for these children, underscoring Henry 

Brevard’s role as a family anchor that extended beyond biological parentage. 

Just weeks after Henry’s death, Eliza applied for a widow’s year’s allowance 

totaling $500. Notably, $200 of that amount was designated for the care of 

children living in the household—further evidence of the family Henry had 

been supporting. The remaining $300 represented Eliza’s personal widow’s 

share34. 

 

 
33 Lincoln County, North Carolina, probate records, estate of Henry Brevard, petitions filed 1899–1901, 
establishing in loco parentis care for Crosby Nixon Brevard and Ola Brevard; image, Family Search 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S7WF-375G-19?lang=en&i=227). 
34 Lincoln County 1899 probate and Superior Court records documenting court-ordered details of widow's 
dower awarded to Eliza Brevard McCorkle; image 1725,  Family Search  
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF). 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S7WF-375G-19?lang=en&i=227
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF


In 1900, Eliza remarried Rufus Leroy McCorkle35, who soon became 

administrator of Henry Brevard’s estate.  

 

 

 
35 Lincoln County, North Carolina 1900 Marriage record for Rufus Leroy McCorkle and Eliza (Derr) Brevard; 
image, Family Search (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9J-47F3) 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP9J-47F3?lang=en


 

Court filings identified the lawful heirs as Eliza and Henry’s nieces and 

nephew, Henry, Jennie (Eugenia), and Katie Miller (a minor), the children of 

his deceased sister, Rosannah (Rose) Brevard Miller. Neither Matthew nor 

Hawood Brevard are listed, indicating that they were either not eligible heirs 

or had died by 1900. 

By 1901, the court determined that Henry Brevard’s personal property was 

insufficient to cover estate debts, making the sale of land unavoidable. After 

Eliza’s legal right to dower was established, approximately eighty-one acres 

remained subject to sale36. 

What followed was a series of court-ordered land sales between 1901 and 

1902. Although Eliza repeatedly emerged as the highest bidder, her 

 
36 Lincoln County probate and Superior Court record, 1901; image 1728,  Family Search  
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF). 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF


purchases were repeatedly challenged by higher post-auction bids from an 

outside buyer. Acting in the name of securing a “fair price,” the court set 

aside completed sales and ordered re-sales.37 

The matter ultimately concluded in March 1902, when the court confirmed 

the final sale of the eighty-one-acre tract to Eliza McCorkle and barred the 

claims of Henry Brevard’s nieces and nephew38.  

 

 
37 Lincoln County probate and Superior Court records documenting court-ordered sale of Henry Brevard’s 
land, 1901–1902; image, Family Search (image 1728,  Family Search  
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF). 
38  Lincoln County probate and Superior Court records documenting sale of Henry Brevard’s land to Eliza 
McCorkle, 1902; image, Family Search (image 1668,  Family Search  
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF).  

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VH6X-5LF


The proceeds were applied to settle the estate, closing a chapter that reveals 

both the strength of the family Henry built, and the legal pressures that 

shaped its outcome. 

The land Eliza McCorkle acquired through Henry Brevard’s estate remained 

in the family for decades, but ultimately it did not remain intact.

 

After Eliza’s death in 1940, the property passed to multiple heirs, and in 1947 

the court ordered it sold for division of proceeds among her and Leroy 

McCorkle’s heirs because it could not be fairly divided39, bringing to an end 

family landholding that began with Henry Brevard’s purchase in 1874. 

Legacy 

Henry Brevard’s life traces a powerful arc common to many Black families in 

the post-Civil War South yet rarely documented to the level of detail they 

deserve. Born enslaved into an iron-manufacturing regime, Brevard 

developed a skilled trade, secured land in his own name, helped found a 

church that bore his name, and raised not only his own household but the 

children of his extended family. Through Brevard Chapel and the 

descendants who carried his name and legacy into the twentieth century, 

Henry Brevard’s story is remembered as a remarkable testament to 

resilience and the enduring power of family and community after 

emancipation. 

 
39 Lincoln County, North Carolina, probate records, estate of Eliza McCorkle, partition proceedings 
resulting in court-ordered sale for division, 1947; image, Family Search 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:37SQ-29DX-ZQ9?view=explore) 



 

Brevard Chapel: Faith, Community, and Preservation 

Brevard Chapel stands as one of the oldest surviving African American 

churches in Lincoln County, North Carolina. Constructed in the 1870s on land 

donated by Henry Brevard, the chapel became a spiritual and social anchor 

for formerly enslaved families in the post–Civil War era. 

According to long-standing oral church tradition, African Americans in the 

Brevard community once walked four to five miles to worship at St. James 

Methodist Church in the Little Egypt community40. In the 1870s, Henry 

Brevard donated an acre of his land for the construction of a closer house of 

worship, which became known as Brevard’s Chapel. Brevard Chapel and St. 

James Church would later share a cemetery, reflecting overlapping 

congregational and familial networks41. This tradition aligns with 

documentary evidence linking the Brevard, Derr, and Dellinger families and 

situates Brevard Chapel within a broader landscape of Black Methodist 

religious life in post-emancipation Lincoln County. 

 

The modest wooden structure is notable for its Carpenter Gothic 

architectural style, a rare and increasingly endangered form among rural 

Black churches of the Reconstruction period42. For generations, Brevard 

Chapel hosted worship services, community gatherings, and rites of passage, 

embodying the central role of the Black church in rebuilding communal life 

after emancipation. 

 
40 Local church tradition regarding worship at St. James Methodist Church in the Little Egypt 
community. 
41 Lincoln County cemetery records showing shared burial grounds between Brevard Chapel and St. James 
Methodist Church. 
42 Architectural surveys documenting Carpenter Gothic rural churches in North Carolina. 



 
 

Although the congregation eventually declined and the chapel closed in the 

early twenty-first century, its historical significance remained clear. In recent 

years, community advocates and preservation organizations now led by 

HEARTS Collaborative, Inc. have mobilized to prevent the demolition of the 

structure and to pursue a restoration strategy that honors both the building 

and the people who created it43. 

Today, Brevard Chapel is recognized not only as a religious site, but as a 

tangible link to Henry Brevard’s life and to the broader story of African 

American self-determination, landownership, and faith in Reconstruction-

era North Carolina44. 

As one of Lincoln County’s most significant African American historic 

landmarks, its preservation is essential to safeguarding the county’s post-

emancipation Black history. 

 
43 Lake Norman Publications, “Local Entities Rally to Preserve Brevard’s Chapel UMC.” 
(https://www.lakenormanpublications.com/articles/local-entities-rally-to-preserve-brevards-
chapel-umc/) 
44 Preservation advocacy records relating to Brevard Chapel, early twenty-first century. 

https://www.lakenormanpublications.com/articles/local-entities-rally-to-preserve-brevards-chapel-umc/
https://www.lakenormanpublications.com/articles/local-entities-rally-to-preserve-brevards-chapel-umc/
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