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A look back at my Junion talks

2022
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My Family Connection to
Cedar Grove

2023
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The Remarkable Life of
Wiliam B. Harvell

Tracing an Emancipated
Family through the 1870
Census






My Patriot Ancestor
Meet Henry
How | Achieved Membership

Discussion Why | Sought Membership

Topics Connecting with Extended Family

A Pilgrimage to Lincolnton

Some Exciting Announcements

Feel free to ask questions

along the way!
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I Meet Henry Johnston (b. 1848)




How | Achieved
Membership into SAR




How to submit a successful application

Organize and
conduct your
research

Build proof Compile research
summaries to fill into documented
In documentation application for

gaps admission

Every generation tracing back to your patriot
ancestor most be documented or proven




Kearns Family Tree

Grandfather

Great
Grandfather

Andre

Dad

C. Andre
Kearns Sr.
1916-2000

Andrew B.
Kerns
1893-1960

Great-great
grandmother

3" great
grandfather

Anna Augusta
Johnston
1868-1937

Henry
Johnston
b. 1848




Henry Johnston’s Ancestry

égﬂfnrzgf:r Utilla Bost
1740-1846 1764-1834
Milly John Elizabeth
b. 1813 Smyre Jr. Shuford
[Enslaved] 1785-1877 1790-1864
Henry 18 children
Johnston
b. 1848

[Enslaved]
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1. Johannes
Schmierer [Henry’s
grandfather]

He lived on the eastern bank of South Fork
of Catawba River near Lincolnton with wife
Ultilla and family

He was likely a Palatine, an early 18th
century emigrant from the Middle Rhine
region

He was landowner, farmer, mill operator,
logger, woodworker, merchant,
Revolutionary War patriot and an enslaver




Diep.—John Smyre, a nonagenian Patrni-
arch, who lived on the line between Lincoln
and Catawba county, breathed his last on
Sunday, the 25th ult.,, aged 91 years, 4
months and 12 days. lle was a good, hon-
‘est and upright citizen, respected by all his
neighbers,  May his honored ashes rest in
peace.— Lincoln Progress.

——— s —

2. John Smyre Jr.
[Henry’s father]

O Mar 1877 obituary



3. Milly [Henry’s Mother]

Chain of Enslavement for Milly

(A . through the Enslaver Shuford
“Big John” Abernathy . )
Lincoln, NC Family of Lincoln & Catawba, NC
(1774-1826)
@ John S. Shuford G Jacob Shuford
Lincoln, NC Lincoln, NC
(1782-1852) (1770-1844)
John Abernathy’s Son- John S. Shuford’s 15t
in-law cousin
D
0 Elizabeth Smyre G Phillip Johnson
Catawba, NC Catawba, NC
(1790-1864) (1825-1909)
Jacob Shuford’s Husband of Susan Shuford,
daughter Elizabeth Smyre’s 15t cousin




3. Milly [Henry’s mother]
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A. “Big John” Abernathy
to John Shuford

30 October 1824 Lincoln County,
North Carolina deed recording the
sale of “a certain Negro girl named
Milley about 11 years of age” by

John Abernathy to son-in-law John
Shuford for $150.

This sets Milly’s birth date at 1813
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B. John Shuford to
Jacob Shuford

In 1829 John Shuford moves to
Missouri, leaving Milly behind to
his first cousin Jacob Shuford. |
have uncovered no bill of sale
documenting Milly’s transfer, but
here is 10 Aug 1829 Lincoln
County deed of John Shuford
selling his farm and possessions
to Jacob Shuford.



L | //d//,‘g_///

ﬂiﬂ T ‘Z/;M av;z_“ 44,//yf77? GorD 94/%1&«’ ./fn i 20 Lovrom /7‘7:(»;; 1

Az Les A;/ D P2 210e 88 bitZ JR2sD prreel Hveitoio oboa- s s 2oe
*{—ﬂy//'/&/?’(/ 2 S P2ey 277D M//o/nd Hsrsccid>. B 702250 Fredl /tm,///(q, I Lo
Freed Ma/ /‘/—/“f //Wr d_”fé_lﬂo«,f azs
5’41 7L wé'd %Rlx/ /é %}/«?Né’{ Lleee &7z 72 //h/f //&5(4‘/ o AFree

FocpZ= 7 // & zza/- v //@&/:x[ & f Qrrcel (%o 4L E o

%q//l»r % Lezre /xr”d’«d ﬂ’a//?zo/ 2 éD Q/ ./‘/;z/zwb weI% Ll o crd
) /41@’(4/«( m/zzw {z/y//g‘ et e erteedd Fre éﬂdafz\f;
/9/7( 7. Arzep Sree .,¢ At =&, /c d//D A ://z»a L cex //f/;rm Rtz
2274 ‘4 /f" /M 720l @a /,m.é’ Ae an?” o/ / St o o //4«»/ # loeno
i% LIC e 5O Zetatr tesndod Fe Zﬂ)u p&’//f(//m //.zofz)npxru/o
-la-— Ll »(7 / E

L7?1/77> — S Sages JorrD 1//.(1”&/0 (//r(/drzo J/anc & e A(( tee o 2 Grmed

/4 / &
Y &?/ (‘CL/ é{( //ﬂ’ I//}/Jz ./1‘.4//(45 (/71/'?////»‘7 ﬂt/(f* /z/}(( Sr s e R P s
&

< /(u&)/z;»z) 2 ﬁﬁt«-c d[:zta{l‘; AR R rr E0D

/4
T s @l V ?- //))a & ///(1( e /?C() /; Prres J/?/ /t 25 r%c(/t'y/b 7
ﬁﬁ/wvc,}z/»- /1//7) 4’. 2oy G 7o 7 /

./
(/‘///u).- VE //z,q ) .«,c l{&//,/p /);/ s //4_ 2/4/ [/95‘ (4: e yo-
7 / /

\ -Co{o 2 ///( VZor BP0 SR il D /(/;

(24

/VZ’?/////& P> ﬁ?o/ /%&a—o et 4/7

et / 2 CAL 1606’- aua_ I:ﬂ/r/e

B
/ 7 }}d/zr(..c ///If/r Loz £ro /’/;/zau 7 b/r(/’)r //c /ﬁc(»- sz/!: Araey el

7 2 e
L?‘c(’ R P20 e Gl PRI 4 (7 Jrrd e ‘p(/- .7‘/) :;a/. Ay rr/a(l(cz

5/545?/»;//(2_ /Ic //r/r P> ZZ. L':,&//c e &WMJM “Fre dml/ 714/ /4-
Yz,

Pelreadd 7o Ke. i e ‘S’ /(at;/’ //«.xm e éﬁt%{&{”

I/Z.:ID/— .l/ 2O cedd Y ccevua//?'//a »}« ,2’.2,«}, A //am

A.;zx afza’j//(z.z”ré/(l/ a/a/ Prres Jzzo /r(dx/nzﬂ’c@/é&«/n Abee reatiere

&L o Wzoc/f oD 2 zcz< r; ) Hbcresre cZé /7”/74/ &e_«tzé’c:,

/mwam/f;; /ﬂca /ﬁl’cux) Eosidive; v Sottones % 2 ;;m Zza W&w fz
g;(,caé Az ;//x;zm‘ Az (//;&0 sre /// RL2rlD, Gaedl Picies

/ﬂb’l// % 2 //A/Zv oaz/é //wo '79? R 'W/é, Lo 2 2B ot e

5’2/6//’ /pé/ /ﬂd, bLrzd f%w/«, /v:///{ &/‘M Lo 2 W/&JE{ czd/é%
/64’/&9':4; 2474 /’é/?w#/frnj év /’{ 2D Jc&( %«4 Wﬂé@

%ﬂ#ﬂ fﬂ/ 1{4’ mwn(‘ %@71 £rz,

M}/C;»:A?/z@ oPte Forrry oD B

%/“Z Rrzes, &7:46 M%ﬂc«m i Hrieersd %/77 IRZD

ﬂ%/ s77 ./'pu,«" W/f‘m Fcore 20 V/}am/%% @/{lﬂﬁ - B LR SR e

:

—=

C. Jacob Shuford to
Elizabeth Smyre

16 Mar 1843 Catawba County,
NC Will for Jacob Shuford’s
passing Milly to the Smyres: “I
give and bequeath to my
daughter Elizabeth [Shuford]
Smyre for life a Negro woman
named Milly and her increases
and also Negro boy named Perry
Now in possession of my son in
law John Smyre."



Enduring Slavery in Catawba County, NC

Narrative of

W. L. Bost

Enslaved in North Carolina, ca. 1849-1865

Interview conducted September 1937,
Asheville, North Carolina

Federal Writers’ Project, WPA

In the 1930s over 2,300 formerly enslaved African Americans
were interviewed by members of the Federal Writers' Project,
a New Deal agency in the Works Progress Administration
(WPA) during the Great Depression.

W. L. Bost’s narrative is reproduced in full below as transcribed
by the interviewer. Bracketed notes added by NHC.

“Plenty of the colored women have
children by the white men. She
know better than to not do what he
say. ... Then they take them very
same children what have they own
blood and make slaves out of them.
If the Missus find out she raise
revolution. But she hardly find out.
The white men not going to tell and
the n***** women were always
afraid to. So they jes go on hopin’
that thing[s] won’t be that way
always.”
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D. Elizabeth Smyre to
Phillip Johnson

On October 12, 1848, in Catawba
County, NC, administrators of the Estate
of Jacob Shuford (deceased) executed
the sale of his plantation to Phillip W.
Johnson of Burke County, NC, husband of
Susan Shuford. Despite an absence of a
bill of sale documenting Milly's transfer
from Elizabeth Smyre, Jacob Shuford's
daughter, to Johnson, it is reasonable to
infer that such a transfer was permitted
to Johnson.
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E. Phillip Johnson

The 1850 US Slave Schedule for
Catawba County lists Phillip
Johnson as the enslaver of six
individuals, among whom are
documented a 34-year-old Black
female and a 2-year-old Mulatto
male. These individuals are
presumably Milly (born 1813) and
her son Henry (born 1848).



5 Henry Johnston
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Why | sought
Membership in to SAR




“The Stone which the
builders rejected has
become the cornerstone”

Mark 12:10




COnneCting Wlth Finding common language with my Smyre
extended Smyre_ cousins to discuss family history and slavery

descended [l e
famlly slavery in the family

Challenging myself to explore my German
ancestry

Considering whether | should apply to the
Sons of the American Revolution
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I All of this, all of us, is America 250



Introducing a New Venture .. 19, 202s:

Black Ancestries
Uncovers Dr. Louis W.
Sullivan's Roots

Black
Ancestries




Look for my forthcoming book

Finding
Cornerstone
Stories:

Drawing Inspiration
from Your Family’s
History




Join the Hearts Reunion
Genealogy Initiative

Help us to connect families and reveal the
whole history of Cedar Grove, Mecklenburg,
Lincoln, & Catwaba Counties




Thank You

andre@blackancestries.com
www.medium.com/@andrekearns
blackancestries.com
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