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June 28, 2025 



A look back at my Junion talks

My Family Connection to 

Cedar Grove

2022

The Remarkable Life of 

Wiliam B. Harvell

2023

Tracing an Emancipated 

Family through the 1870 

Census

2024





Discussion 
Topics

My Patriot Ancestor

Meet Henry

How I Achieved Membership

Why I Sought Membership

Connecting with Extended Family

A Pilgrimage to Lincolnton

Some Exciting Announcements

Feel free to ask questions 

along the way!



My Patriot 

Ancestor: 

Johannes 

Schmeirer

(1740-

1846)



Meet Henry Johnston (b. 1848)



How I Achieved 

Membership into SAR



How to submit a successful application

Determine 
requirements for 

admission

Review previous 
applications to 
know where to 

start

Organize and 
conduct your 

research

Build proof 
summaries to fill 
in documentation 

gaps

Compile research 
into documented 

application for 
admission

Every generation tracing back to your patriot 

ancestor most be documented or proven



Kearns Family Tree

Andre

Dad

C. Andre 

Kearns Sr.

1916-2000  

Andrew B. 

Kerns

1893-1960
Anna Augusta 

Johnston 

1868-1937

Henry 

Johnston

b. 1848

Grandfather

Great 

Grandfather

Great-great 

grandmother

3rd great 

grandfather



Henry Johnston’s Ancestry

Johannes 

Schmierer

1740-1846

John 

Smyre Jr.

1785-1877

Utilla Bost

1764-1834

Milly

b. 1813

[Enslaved]

Henry 

Johnston 

b. 1848

[Enslaved]

1

3

4

Elizabeth 

Shuford

1790-1864

2

18 children



1. Johannes 
Schmierer [Henry’s 

grandfather]

• He lived on the eastern bank of South Fork 

of Catawba River near Lincolnton with wife 

Ultilla and family

• He was likely a Palatine, an early 18th 

century emigrant from the Middle Rhine 

region

• He was landowner, farmer, mill operator, 

logger, woodworker, merchant, 

Revolutionary War patriot and an enslaver



2. John Smyre Jr. 
[Henry’s father]

9 Mar 1877 obituary



Phillip Johnson

Catawba, NC

(1825-1909)

Husband of Susan Shuford, 

Elizabeth Smyre’s 1st cousin

3. Milly [Henry’s Mother]

“Big John” Abernathy

Lincoln, NC

(1774-1826)

John S. Shuford

Lincoln, NC

(1782-1852)

John Abernathy’s Son-

in-law

Jacob Shuford

Lincoln, NC

(1770-1844)

John S. Shuford’s 1st  

cousin

Elizabeth Smyre

Catawba, NC

(1790-1864)

Jacob Shuford’s 

daughter

A

B C

D E

Chain of Enslavement for Milly 

through the Enslaver Shuford 

Family of Lincoln & Catawba, NC



A. “Big John” Abernathy 

to John Shuford

30 October 1824 Lincoln County, 

North Carolina deed recording the 

sale of “a certain Negro girl named 

Milley about 11 years of age” by 

John Abernathy to son-in-law John 

Shuford for $150. 

This sets Milly’s birth date at 1813

3. Milly [Henry’s mother]



B. John Shuford to 

Jacob Shuford

In 1829 John Shuford moves to 

Missouri, leaving Milly behind to 

his first cousin Jacob Shuford.  I 

have uncovered no bill of sale 

documenting Milly’s transfer, but 

here is 10 Aug 1829 Lincoln 

County deed of John Shuford 

selling his farm and possessions 

to Jacob Shuford.



C. Jacob Shuford to 

Elizabeth Smyre

16 Mar 1843 Catawba County, 

NC Will for Jacob Shuford’s 

passing Milly to the Smyres: “I 

give and bequeath to my 

daughter Elizabeth [Shuford] 

Smyre for life a Negro woman 

named Milly and her increases 

and also Negro boy named Perry 

now in possession of my son in 

law John Smyre."



Enduring Slavery in Catawba County, NC

“Plenty of the colored women have 

children by the white men. She 

know better than to not do what he 

say. . . . Then they take them very 

same children what have they own 

blood and make slaves out of them. 

If the Missus find out she raise 

revolution. But she hardly find out. 

The white men not going to tell and 

the n***** women were always 

afraid to. So they jes go on hopin’ 

that thing[s] won’t be that way 

always.”



D. Elizabeth Smyre to 

Phillip Johnson

On October 12, 1848, in Catawba 

County, NC, administrators of the Estate 

of Jacob Shuford (deceased) executed 

the sale of his plantation to Phillip W. 

Johnson of Burke County, NC, husband of 

Susan Shuford. Despite an absence of a 

bill of sale documenting Milly's transfer 

from Elizabeth Smyre, Jacob Shuford's 

daughter, to Johnson, it is reasonable to 

infer that such a transfer was permitted 

to Johnson.



E. Phillip Johnson

The 1850 US Slave Schedule for 

Catawba County lists Phillip 

Johnson as the enslaver of six 

individuals, among whom are 

documented a 34-year-old Black 

female and a 2-year-old Mulatto 

male. These individuals are 

presumably Milly (born 1813) and 

her son Henry (born 1848).



Henry Johnston 1867 

Mecklenburg County, 

NC Marriage Record

Lists his parents as John and 

Milly Smorrow [Smyre]

4. Henry Johnston



Why I sought 

Membership in to SAR



“The Stone which the 

builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone”

Mark 12:10



Connecting with 
extended Smyre-

descended 
family

Finding common language with my Smyre 

cousins to discuss family history and slavery

Challenging them to accept the history of 

slavery in the family

Challenging myself to explore my German 

ancestry

Considering whether I should apply to the 

Sons of the American Revolution



My Pilgrimage to Lincolnton



All of this, all of us, is America 250



Introducing a New Venture June 19, 2025: 

Black Ancestries 

Uncovers Dr. Louis W. 

Sullivan's Roots



Look for my forthcoming book

Finding 

Cornerstone 

Stories: 

Drawing Inspiration 

from Your Family’s 

History



Help us to connect families and reveal the 

whole history of Cedar Grove, Mecklenburg, 

Lincoln, & Catwaba Counties

Join the Hearts Reunion 

Genealogy Initiative



Thank You

andre@blackancestries.com

www.medium.com/@andrekearns

blackancestries.com


	Slide 1: Revolutionary descent
	Slide 2: A look back at my Junion talks
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Discussion Topics
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: How to submit a successful application
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: 1. Johannes Schmierer [Henry’s grandfather]
	Slide 12: 2. John Smyre Jr. [Henry’s father]
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Connecting with extended Smyre-descended family
	Slide 24: My Pilgrimage to Lincolnton
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Introducing a New Venture
	Slide 27: Look for my forthcoming book
	Slide 28: Help us to connect families and reveal the whole history of Cedar Grove, Mecklenburg, Lincoln, & Catwaba Counties
	Slide 29

