me New Evidence on the Sub'et

L

Was First Cotton Gin Invented

By L. C. HAMILTON
Clemson Extension
Information Specialist
Around Winnsboro stories
persist that an ancient cot-
ton gin was invented and
built about the time of El
Whitney's famous invention
in 1793. Some claim, in fact,
that a Fairfield County in-
ventor may have built the

first gin. :
How true these claims
are, | cu;lnot ustv; E;i'tthl‘
sequence even n
the last few days—including
the finding of what is be-
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ly to Sumter sometime aft-
er 1897,

It’s quite obvious that the
gin is not the earliest made.
Efland called it an “inte-
grated cotton mill"” because
it was designed to carry out
several functions now per-
formed in mills including
spinning. It appears to be
a “second generation'” gin
and not the first built by
Holmes.

But Mrs. Leavell’'s state-
ment that the gin was
&o t to b;ve come from

e gun ames Kinkaid
rs n is pertinent. This

the tion where
odgen Holmes, a master
m ¢ and manager at
the plantation, was ev-
ed to have built a gin, per-
haps before that of El
Whitney’s.

Before the U. S. Patent
laws were passed by Con-
gress in 1790, Holmes was
supposed to have obtained
a “writ"—a “Caveat of In-
vention” from the War Of-
fice March 14, 1789, to run
{3: ﬂve“y:om. protecting

i a cotton gi
he hrllghlnvented. -

Perhaps the most authora-
tive history of cotton gins is
that written by Charles A.
Bennett, formerly principal
agricultural engineer, cot-
ton ginning section, USDA.
Bennett quotes extensively
from the research of Profes-
sor D. A. Tompkins, train-
ed engineer and writer who

lived in Charlotte, North
Carolina, and is an instruc-
tor in textiles at Clemson
College.

“It is convincingly claim-
ed,” Bennett writes, “‘that
o gl g S

an a
Kinkaid Plantation in Crav-
en (now Fairfield) county
by Henry Ogden Holmes,
now generally known as H,
or Hodgen Holmes,
obtained a “Caveat”
thereon in 1789.

“ . , Holmes obtained
his “Caveat” of invention
from the War Office under

date of March 14, 1789, cov-
ering a saw-toothed type
cotton

"m“lgivut' for 5 years
sxpired on March 14,

in Winnsboro!?

179 e date he paten
was granted to Eli Whitney
for his spike and needle-
toothed gin, although Whit-
ney's application has been
filed in 1793.”

This evidence makes It
clear that Whitney obtained
the first “patent’” for a gin

e et B
e in-

vented the first one. Is it
more than coincidence that
Whitney obtained his patent
on the exact date Holmes’
“Caveat’ expired?

The Book of Knowledge en
cyclopedia credits
et gite The capuiangs
'r - [
Britannica likewige w
Whitney with the inwv n
but does say that en
Holmes secured a  patent
(later anulled in 1796, one
year after Whitney's,

fItth is doubgul that ;lther
of the encyclopedias h a d
the benefit of Bennett's re-
search published in 1962,

'THE STATE AND THE COLUMBIA RECORI
Sunday, April 12, 1964 £



