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MY FAMILY 
CONNECTION TO 
CEDAR GROVE
My fourth great grandmother Charlotte 

was enslaved to James G. Torrance, owner 

of Cedar Grove, and allowed to Ibby 

Kearns until her death.

The Last Will and Testament of James 

G. Torrance, July 2, 1845



WILLIAM B. HARVELL (B. 1828) THE SPAN OF A 

REMARKABLE LIFE

1865 Emancipated

1868 Serves as Republican Delegate

1869 Founds Miranda Presbyterian Church

1870 Head of Household of 6

1871 Becomes Landowner

1878 Establishes Freedman School

1918 War Savings Campaign



Discussion 
Topics

My inspiration

My approach as a genealogist

Tracing my emancipated family 
through the 1870 census

Takeaways & Call to action

Feel free to ask questions 

along the way!



“My ancestors are responsible for the greatest 

act of collective parenting the world has 

ever seen.”

- Barry Jenkins, academy award winning film 

director



My approach to genealogy

Create a 

Family Tree

Talk with your 

family

Extend with 

genealogical 

research

Discover with 

DNA Testing

Advancing 

Family 

Research



Son

Son

Andre

Wife

Dad

Mom

Kearns Family Tree





The 1870 US Census & Emancipated 
Families

The 1870 Census 
was the first in which 
formerly enslaved are 

named

Emancipated 
households represent 

biological and 
blended family units

First and last names 
of emancipated 

families were not 
fixed



What can we uncover about Caroline’s family from the 1870 census?

Look for:
• Inferred relationships
• Demographic details
• How children are grouped
• Where people were born

Long Creek Township, Mecklenburg County, NC



Digging deeper to understand 1870 household relationships

Record Type What you can learn

Enslaver Estate 

Records

Distributes estate after a person’s death

Could include (first) names of enslaved bequeathed or sold

Marriage Records for 

the Emancipated

Grooms full name

Bride’s maiden name

Parents names

1880 Census Records 

of the Emancipated

Household relationships

Places of birth –father, mother

Death Records of the 

Emancipated

Birth and death dates

Parents names 

Parent birth locations



WHAT CAN WE 
LEARN ABOUT 

THE HENDERSON 
FAMILY, LISTED IN 

THE 1870 
CENSUS FOR 

LONG CREEK?

Jesse Henderson b. 1815

Isabella b. 1835

Martha b. 1853

Lucinda b. 1854

Henry b. 1859

Augustus b. 1858

Nancy b. 1860

Caroline b. 1861



Extensively searched 
enslaver Henderson 
of Mecklenburg 
County estate records 

1860 US Census Slave Schedules
Mecklenburg County, NC



“Jes” and “I___” 
Henderson 1869 
Marriage Record

Lists Jes Henderson parents as Joe 
Olliver and R Henderson

No parents listed for I Henderson



Martha “Mattie” 
Henderson’s 1874 
Marriage Record

Lists father as Jesse Henderson and 
mother as unknown 

1 2

3

5

4



MY FAMILY 
CONNECTION TO 
CEDAR GROVE
My fourth great grandmother Charlotte 

was enslaved to James G. Torrance, owner 

of Cedar Grove, and allowed to Ibby 

Kearns until her death.

The Last Will and Testament of James 

G. Torrance, July 2, 1845



Lucinda in the 1880 Census leads to other siblings

Long Creek Township, Mecklenburg County, NC

1

2

3

3

4



[William] Henry  
Sadler’s 1930 
Death Record

Lists father as Ike Sadler and mother 
as Isabella



The 1836 will of 
slaveowner 
Phillip Sadler

Wills Isaac (enslaved) to his son 
Alexander F. Sadler



Augustus “Gus” 
Henderson’s 1891 
Marriage Record

Lists father as Jesse Henderson and 
mother as Lizzie



Nancy R. Henderson’s 
1882 Marriage Record 
to John Houston

Lists father as Jesse Henderson and mother 
as Lizzie



Nancy R. Henderson’s 
1892 Marriage Record 
to William Kerns



Caroline 
Henderson’s 1877 
Marriage Record

Lists father as unknown and mother 
as Isabella

2

3

2
1



PULLING ALL OF THE 
PIECES TOGETHER



Jesse and Isabella’s Biological Families pre-1870

Jesse 

Henderson

Martha “Mattie”

Henderson

b. 1853 

Unknown 

Woman

Jesse 

Henderson
Lizzie

Augustus 

Henderson

b.1859

Nancy

Henderson

b.1860

Isabella

Lucinda 

Sadler

b.1854

William 

Henry 

Sadler

b.1858

Ike Sadler Isabella

Caroline 

Henderson

b.1862

Unknown 

Man

My Great-

great 

grandmother

My Family’s DNA matches to descendants



Henderson Blended Family represented in the 1870 Census

Martha 

“Mattie” 

Henderson 

Augustus 

Henderson
Nancy 

Henderson

Jesse 

Henderson
Isabella

Lucinda 

Sadler

William 

Henry 

Sadler

Caroline 

Henderson



CAROLINE AND HER HUSBAND HAMILTON HARVELL, MY GREAT-
GREAT GRANDPARENTS 



Takeaways

Find your inspiration
Understand the 

significance of 1870 
census

Start with a good 
research question

Apply a 4-step 
approach: Create a tree, 
talk with family, extend 
with research, discover 

with DNA testing

Expect biological or 
blended family units

Last names of 
emancipated families 

not fixed

Embrace the impact of 
what you uncover



Join our Hearts Reunion Genealogy 

Initiative and help us to connect families 

and reveal the whole history of Cedar Grove

A call to action



Thank You
andrekearnsdc@gmail.com

www.medium.com/@andrekearns
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