TRACING AN EMANCIPATED
MECKLENBURG COUNTY
FAMILY THROUGH THE
1870 CENSUS

André Kearns
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My fourth great grandmother Charlotte

was enslaved to James G. Torrance, owner ‘”“1_5 ;‘1{:

/
T et s PEL e 6B

of Cedar Grove, and allowed to Ibby
Kearns until her death.

The Last Will and Testament of James
G. Torrance, July 2, 1845




WILLIAM B. HARVELL (B. 1828) THE SPAN OF A
REMARKABLE LIFE

‘ 1865 Emancipated

‘ 1868 Serves as Republican Delegate

‘ 1869 Founds Miranda Presbyterian Church

‘ 1870 Head of Household of 6
‘ 1871 Becomes Landowner
‘ 1878 Establishes Freedman School

‘ 1918 War Savings Campaign



My inspiration

My approach as a genealogist

Disou§sion Tracing my emancipated family
Topics through the 1870 census

Takeaways & Call to action

Feel free to ask questions

along the way!




! . AMAZON\ORIGINAL SER
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“My ancestors are responsible for the greatest
act of collective parenting the world has
ever seen.”

- Barry Jenkins, academy award winning film
director

BARRY JENKINS

’{'f prime video



My approach to genealogy

( )

0 I

Advancing i
Discover with -
DNA Testing Family
Research .

\ Extend with /

genealogical
research




Kearns Family Tree

Curtis Andre'

Kearns
1916-2000

Laura Lee

Henderson
1917-2013

JamesE

Richards
1920-2009

' Martha Athalia

Joyner
1922-2007

Andrew Breither

Kerns
1893-1960

Isabella "Belle"

Harvell
1896-1964

' James Harvey

Henderson
' 1882-1926

Annie lda
Owens

JamesLS

Richards
1898-1986

1902-1930

Thomas James

Joyner
1888-1935

Georgia Mae
~ Sharp

il 1894-1973






The 1870 US Census & Emancipated
Families

Emancipated First and last names
households represent of emancipated

biological and families were not
blended family units fixed




What can we uncover about Caroline’s family from the 1870 census?

Long Creek Township, Mecklenburg County, NC

S TR s dersrswthote|PSTH\B) tIprnFaul 100  AHT

Look for:
* Inferred relationships
* Demographic details
 How children are grouped
* Where people were born




Digging deeper to understand 1870 household relationships

Enslaver Estate Distributes estate after a person’s death
Records Could include (first) names of enslaved bequeathed or sold

Marriage Records for  Grooms full name
the Emancipated Bride’s maiden name
Parents names

1880 Census Records Household relationships

of the Emancipated Places of birth —-father, mother
Death Records of the  Birth and death dates
Emancipated Parents names

Parent birth locations




WHAT CAN WE
LEARN ABOUT
THE HENDERSON
FAMILY, LISTED IN
THE 1870
CENSUS FOR
LONG CREEK?

Jesse Henderson b. 1815
Isabella b. 1835

Martha b. 1853

_ucinda b. 1854

Henry b. 1859

Augustus b. 1858

Nancy b. 1860

Caroline b. 1861
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View
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View
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View
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View
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View
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View
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View
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View
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View
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View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

View
Record

Mary Y Henderson

Jas H Henderzon

Jamez P
Hernderson

A Henderson

Jas P Henderson

A Henderson

David Henderson

A Henderson

WL Henderson

Drawid Henderson

Margt Henderson

A Henderson

G Henderson

A Henderson

A Henderzon

A Henderson

Robt Henderson

John Henderson

J M Henderzon

D' M Henderzon

Western Division, Mecklenburg,

Morth Carolina

Western Divizion, Mecklenburg,

Morth Carolina

Western Divisicn, Mecklenburg,

Morth Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburs, North
Carolina

Western Division, Mecklenburg,

Maorth Carolinag

Charlotte, Mecklenburg, Morth
Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburg, North
Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburs, North
Carolina

Western Division, Mecklenburg,

Maorth Carolinag

Western Divizion, Mecklenburg,

Morth Carolina

Western Divisicn, Mecklenburg,

Morth Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburs, North
Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburg, Morth
Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburg, Morth
Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburg, North
Carolina

Charlotte, Mecklenburs, North
Carolina

Western Division, Mecklenburg,

Maorth Carolinag

Western Divizion, Mecklenburg,

Morth Carolina

Western Divisicn, Mecklenburg,

Maorth Caroling

Western Division, Mecklenburg,

Marth Caroling

Extensively searched
enslaver Henderson
of Mecklenburg
County estate records

1860 US Census Slave Schedules
Mecklenburg County, NC
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\mt i \mth arulnm Dffive of Ehe Register of Mecds,
4//<(/{LM/Z‘¢7 oAy ) L r&ax«{./é\ ............. 1821,

To any ordained Minister 0/' any Religious Denomination,
~ Any Justice of the Peace for said County :

4. (K for the Aarsiag
4 z! ZAl{v LR22X 2. «having applicd {o me jor a LICENSE for the Marrviage

lore -2 .LIM’IJ#V _____ ‘,é. Aéw/ ...... aged! lé years.
f:-ih;r-‘ﬁ[« 4/4 the son ,.fﬂ/‘fl;_ j(lt L 5 é/ap/o@ f&w

S
resident of 0 o ’ <A e L B

Cth o S é'..d_l the mother? Jeezee

1.1: '&AL) %(&t t/z,u% Lot .,é‘ ..... 2 22O years,
color . b/a% 3 ragliter of 15 /'/ %64044 - and % k‘d/}«m e
fthr Jather Vs \/m the nml{u ris A%J S L resident l;/"”.AAM&i{LL‘? REO

FANd the written consent of 2 s the =t of the

TJ

;ml(l S e PO A O IS e NS P 1 O o Cov T ren s to the proposed marriage having been filed with me,
|
dnd there being no legul impediment (o such marriage known to me, yow are hereby authorized, at
inny time within one yrar from the date hereof. to celebrate the proposed Morriade at any place within
‘the said County.

You are required within tweo months apter you shall have celebrated such marriage to return this
| License to me, at my ofjice with youwr sisnature subseribed to the ecrtificate under this License, and with
(the blanks therein [l'llﬂl according to the fucts, under penalty of jforfeiting two hundred dollars to
the use of un y person Yo shall sue for the sayee.

|

|

; C’ < ,,,@ Legister of Deeds.
! =

1. Name of person applying for 6. Father of man to be narried, i \mm of woman to he married 16, Mother's nanme,
| License, 0 oto e anrer ol in i 17, Living urnlmul
g .\ me of man 1o be marriel, in 12 No—plal- nee, endd,
H ull. 11 A If Knowa, if not
s l -I«lrnﬂ- s felern o hlu- or colored, u“k.,..\. o,
' l A unknown, 15, Futher's nimee,
5 W

Illh- or colored, S both partios are over 1S years of age strike ont,

|

Marriage Record

Lists father as Jesse Henderson and
mother as unknown
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Lucinda in the 1880 Census leads to other siblings

Long Creek Township, Mecklenburg County, NC
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

<y

is very

County Rogtater Mo S~
Township_ [/ L or Village.
City___ 8t.,_ Ward
6 , z o lupml or iuutuﬁon. give Its nume instead of street and number)
2 FULL NAME
No. Ward.
(vnul place of abode) (If nonresident give city or town and State)
of residence in city or town where death eccurred mos. ds. How long In U. S. If of birth? mos. ds
FERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS l MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
3
Sex 4 m 5 ﬂl"'mm m, I 16 Date of Death (month, day, and yon)a‘ql 1994
il 17

La
Sa It ,
marricd. rideretpey: diyereed / Zé@l ¢ I I HEREBY CERTIFY, That I -ue-a-a
(or) Wife ‘

— AN iy “3 ~ to

6 Date of Birth (month. day, and year)

—S T n-l‘, hat death vecurred, on the date stated miniisd e
LE JITR] | Months Days | Tday,.._ trs. || The CAUSE QT DEATH® was as follows:
L2l — | — e ™ v

8 ‘Occupation of M _EW s

(a) Trade, Profession, + — .
particular k!nd of work / oy
5 (mwy. - mos. ds.
(d) G 1

on back of certificate,

business, or uu.bluhmont ln Contributery u—\ ! W .
which B (00 SIRDINPOE) i e i e H(skconoany) [ & ST
(c) Name of employer . (duration ‘...,_,‘A._.__.—_.-__.t.
18 Where was disease contracted A
® Birthplace (city or town)______________Z£__ | if not at place of death?
(State or country) S Did an operation de death? Date of.

10 Name i! < Was there an autopsy? B g »
What test =
11 Birthplace of Father (city or town) MY AAACKIMNMG k4da
g (State or country) s (stgnea)___ AF

=/ 7 . 19 " (Address)
12 Malden Name of >
4 *State :he Disease Causing De.th. or In d from Vielemt
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(State or country) A~ 7 (See reverse side for additional space.)

’ W T2, )
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STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 173 “7 &
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}he lleglster Deeds,
z \\Z’&K L re9/

the Peace of said (:mnl!.

Augustus “Gus”
Henderson’s 1891
Marriage Record

.................... , do solemnly swear that the statement rendered above is true;
that the parties to the proposed marriags are of legal age and that there is no legal impediment to the said marriage,

b A i Lists father as Jesse Henderson and
B H0 .. cons consrnontianie y of ...... oo 189
e mother as Lizzie
And the written consent of ., i o sases the...... e sastes  0Seermresternene
" of the said

. to the proposed marriage having been filed with me,

And there being no legal impediment to mch marris tmn to me you are hereby suthorized, at any time within
one year {rom the date hervol, to’:‘lobnu the pruposed snmo at any p’l:oo within tbo’ sail Count y

‘ on are required withiu two mouaths after yon ahall bave celebrated such marriage to return tlm’h to e at my
office, with your siguature subscribed to the oamlcua auder this License, “with the blauks thercpfilled y

| the facts, under penalty of forfeiting two huudred dollars to the use of




i State of North Calrolllill;] Office Register of Deeds, .
.“\ \ ..\}..‘.\ J.\ ......... Counly j ‘ .‘\.“ ....... | IR 788....

To any ﬂrgaiqen linistqr of any Religions Denomination, or any Justice of the Peace of said Connty :

! o . d
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\ \ |
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And there being no legal impediment to such marrisge known to me, y. + hereby authorized, at any time withio
one year from the date hereof. to celebrate the proposed marrinee at an within the said County.
- ‘ou are required within two months after you shall have celebrated such marriage to return this License to me, at
my oflice, with your signature subscribed to the certiticate under this License, and with the blanks therein filled accord-
ing to the facts, under penalty of forfeiting two hundred dollars to the use of any person who shall sue for the same.
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to John Houston

State of INorthh Carolina,
oibs //t . A.(.’. ¢ /»/f!.j_'/. .......... County

i J ./ ; P
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.......................... i B Lists father as Jesse Henderson and mother
"""" as Lizzie

ltownship in savd Counly, according lolaw.
Witnesses Present at Marriage:
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MARRIAGE LICENSE —Printed and for sale at the Observer office, Charlotte, N. C.

B e s~ Caroline

To any Ordained Minister of any Religions Denomination, or auy Justice of the Peace for ﬁid Connty ; )
3 ! ,’, ’; ot ’(;/ L2l having upphul to me for a License for the " H e n d e rs O n S 1 8 ’ ’
Marriage of * ///1 5 ,l, P // of ¥, ’/ % ;{;.,,/,,(/ ,aged
7 ""'l" /j / Y * 6 Vo //
R years, color Vo , the son of // o B 2 & % < and °
! /z’; 2 /;l Rzt l , the father now * f; 221 wthe molhe {j/y 14[ M a r rl a ge Re CO rd
i p f

~resident of ;74///“( s AMY G2 ze K /jz‘,// 3. i

of . /érhﬁdz/:«z 2 8 1 Coob years, color ™/ : l/, /4 daughter of
™ 20/ 0F 7iiw and ¥ M/W//o ) st Lecars . the father

suye of North L‘arolma.} ¢ /}m; a/ the

At

e

LA, /lff/. . County

-

¥ icesl . themother ™ 7pp ~y resident of ¥ // 2foit 2l 222 P : L| Sts fath er as un kn Oowh an d mot h er
*And the written consent of the ‘ I b I I
of the =aid to the proposed Marriage having been filed with me. dS 1Sabella

|

|

And there being no legal impediment to such Marringe known to e, you are hereby authorized, at any time
within one year from the dute hereof, to celebrate the proposed marringe at any place within the said County. ‘
You sire required within two months after you <shall have celebrated such Muarringe to return this License to
me, at my office, with your signuture subseribed to the certitiente under this License, and with the blunks therein ‘

filled according to the fucts, under penalty of forfeiting two handred dollars to the use of any person who shall

sue for the same.

.............. /:/:"; s //'/’ ’/K

E R ANNE o Y

1L Name of parson applying for Heense, o Living or dewl » Fathe r, e,

2 Name of man to e married, tn full, W Living or dead 1- Maother's name,

3 ]bwhh-nm- e Known, oot state nuknown, Living or dead.

LA o womman to be anarried, bu full, l- Living or dead

B ) u:::.r ’“lln'r-;l — 2 lu ll%u;l-l- nee fEKnown, §f not state unknown,
\ L o it ArTes .

TooMother of man to te mnarrle -l 1 \Hulh or colored, -ll:lknl :nlll Aftiover I yeansrol age




PULLING ALL OF THE
PIECES TOGETHER




Jesse and Isabella’s Biological Families pre-1870

Jesse Unknown Jesse .
Henderson Woman Henderson Lizzie Isabella lke Sadler Isabella Unknown
Man
Martha “Mattie” Augustus Nancy Lucinda®  William \Z Caroline My Great-
Henderson Henderson  Henderson Sadler /:2 Henry % Henderson great
b. 1853 b.1859 b.1860 b.1854 Sadler b.1862  grandmother
b.1858

L5
é My Family’s DNA matches to descendants




Henderson Blended Family represented in the 1870 Census

HeJn?jSeSrzon SElazle
I\I(I/Ia.;:rttt?: LSucinda William Augustus Nancy Caroline
Henderson adler glae(;re); Henderson  Henderson Henderson
3 ﬂfZ/J'T)z/Mm/ “‘(TZL/g Mmmﬂg«. /oo AT
Jocl et SSTH \pd oheiogilowe | [Fiigiois
AR B AT
Koy |y AC
@7@1@/1,@1% S g it A C
' A (o F P N, A TC
VW M 3 k. ek




v

I CAROLINE AND HER HUSBAND HAMILTON HARVELL, MY GREAT-

GREAT GRANDPARENTS I



Takeaways

Apply a 4-step
approach: Create a tree,
talk with family, extend
with research, discover
with DNA testing

Understand the
significance of 1870
Census

Start with a good
research question

Expect biological or Embrace the impact of
blended family units what you uncover




A call to action

Join our Hearts Reunion Genealogy
Initiative and help us to connect families
and reveal the whole history of Cedar Grove




Thank You

andrekearnsdc@gmail.com
www.medium.com/@andrekearns
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