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It 19 = poed thing that Christmes comos st least ence o
year, Ctherwise we mighl no%. &€ven wbite to you that often,
This Chrijtams seasom  Cinde many of ud in situations thet
didm 't eyven exlsk Tast Cledstmas, W@ have besen living and
worflog An the Manzanar Japansse Relecatien Ceater far three
monutis, Our tasks have been LHeaching schaol ; aiding ‘reli-
glous szgtivitias, ard assisting in the relecaticn ef "in-
mat e3" inSo nermal communiities where they may live preductive
liv=s,

Things arc hapnening here every day wnich remind us
that rputting thousainds of people behind closed gates and
barbed wire csan bring no good to anyenc.

As  yvu drive sa«long the hichway at night and ceme in
view of Hanzenar, the lights ef this city of 10,000 sparkle
and mzke & more impressive sight than any other city in Owens
Valley. Waem deswn hreaks ond paints the jagged peaks ts the
west of us e prilliant shade of rose, the outiines of some
7THO dusty bleck herracks may he seen os we look out rlmzst a
mile across camp., There are 36 blocks each containing 14 bsr-
racks for living «quarters, a mess hall, & recresition ‘hall,
two lagtrines, @ laundry room, and an ironing room. The eamp
is spregd out somewhst by firebresks which go poth weys every
too rows of hlocks eond meke the cemo into clusters of four
blocks esch. We hesve s 250 ped hospital gnd a Children's
Village, wkich is reslly an orphenage. There i3 slso a smgll

section for administretive officés snd personnel.

The mprele of the people as a whole has heen gt & low

ebl. A great many or the peovle have heen employed put much
of the work is uninteresting end the rewuneration is so sgall
thet meny have worked only hslf-heertedly. Occastondl inéi-
dents of violence give an inkling ¢f the generel dissgtisfgc-
tion. The very nature of this camp could be the cguse for
the hrerkdown of law end order cf the past two weeks, which
hes mede newspeper hesdlines. But cgqmp policies and indi-
vidual feelings and gttitudes hgve contrihuted their bit.
flthough interesting, the events of the East few days agre not
as impertent £s the future. After erms have heen used ta the
extent cf killing two neonle end injuring ten the gff ir can-
not he ignored nor forgotten in o few davs. At present the
socldiers are still here as policemsn, but the project js of-
ficially under the direction of the project director, § ci-
vilian. 1In veelity the crmp is stigl governed bv a few Jan-
anese who do not wish to cooverste with the administration.
This comrittee decided that the people would go back td~work
yesterday so they did, elthough meny Jepsnese emnloyees found
themselves repleced by Ceucesisns’, This hrs not made for a
happier relationship. The centeen and genersl store reopened
today . Schools will not reopen until after New Years, 1if
then. They have been closed since Decerher 7. The terchers
could either stey here &nd work in the offices and drgy their
pay or go heme without pey. In fect the mess hslls have heen
the only functioning units in¢emp. except the Ceucgsigns who
hgve ©bteen working in the offices. The sgcéministrstion has
been weiting for the cemp to put 1its own house in order--so
to speak.

For the past couple of months we hesve heen the house
perente of the Y.M.(C.)A. Dormitory. We gre enioying living
in g block of Jeprnese and becoring femiligr with their wgys
and customs. The boys in the dormitory are all Kipei (Born
in the United Stetes gnd educatéd in Jepen). These boys have
veally 8 hetter understanding c¢f Jspen than the United
States. Very few of them spegk much English, A counle of
weeks ago we hed a party gs a kind of open house gnd the boys
invigted girls from this block and their specirl friends.
Yuichi, the general secretary for the Y.M.A. plenned ggmes
end the boys cf the dorm took cere of decoragting our 1living
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rooms and the vefreshwents, We hed typicel boys' "ests"--
noodle soun (a favorite ewdngs the Japanese), crsckers, sand-
wiches, tee, cookies, cske end fruit. About the widdle of
the party we realized thet we were the only Ceucezoids
(Ceuasigns) there. We feel so wuch at home that we hardly
.ever reglize thet we are of two different races.

During the pest few days we hsve been receiving hoxes
of gifts end money to buy gifts for *he children here.
These gre deeply sppreciated, " Today we received e nete from
" the residents of Block 36 (our block) thanking us end the
ones who contrihuted these things. This came even hefore the
‘children received the gifts, but we heve elready given some
of them to the block lerder's wife for distribution.

In the lgst two weeks while interviewing ppplicants for
reloation we heve found thet there gre mgpy more applia nts
then there ere johs. So we' are especislly interested in
findinp jobs of all kinds so thet these -peonle may get out of
here as quickly ps nossihle, Only 1in this wey cen they be
assimilazted into this country. This i» reelly the only rea-
scnghle, satisfsctory, and democratic solution to g thorny
Mingrity prohlem. Plesse let wus know of gvailghle jobs in
the fpiddlewest and east. i

As we rememher the Birth of His life, 1let us ray for
the hirth of # new 1life for the oppressed, the unfortuvnate,
tre underprivileped the world sround. Pesce on errth to

those of good will,
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