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2151 Vine St.,
Borkeley, Calif.,
Lugust 6, 1942,

Doar Charles Mafting

Knowing your interest in the Japanese situation, I think you'll be inter-
ested in this account of two days spent in the Japanese Relocation Camp

at lManzanar, in California's isolated Owens Valley, I hops you'll regard
this as & personal letter despite the mimeograph! Manzanar is administered
by the War Relocation Authority under the OEM. The army is supposed to be
keeping hands off; living conditions are supposed to be better; morale, im-
proved. For Manzanar is "permanent.”

This vigit olarified things a lot for me. The slightly improved living
conditions emphasised the fundamental wrong of the camps; showed that even
in W.R.A., oamps the army is dominant; made it clear that the parmount need
is to chenge our entirs course. I hops you will sharo your thinking with me
on how wo can effoctuate such a fundamental change looking towards the
specdy roleaso of theso innocent pooplo.

The inanc character of what is going on came into sharpest relief whon we
wore with the children. At the "orphanage" Jimmy end Dickic and Mary and
Yotsuko climbod all over me, laughing and calling - "Caboy! Caboy! give us
a piggy back!" Yotsuko, about three ycars old, hor round face framod by

her straight, jot-bleck bobbed hair, giggled like any throe year old boune-
ing on her "horso" (my knoos,) Whero a little stroam Jlows through a shadod
soction four 1little kids played in the wator. A boy iu blue joans and bright
suspenders bossod the operations as the group carcfully filled a buckot
with stoncs, ompticd it, filled it, omptiod it egain, ropcating the proccss
with all the logio of childron. Besido tho stream four smartly-drossod toon
age girls playocd bridgo, while ncarby a young marricd couple had sproad a
blankot undor a tree, talking quictly and rcading the Sunday papor tofgothor.

Yot a wire fonco scperates theso poople from tho road; soldiors with rifloes
patrol the boundary; at night, from the high watch towors, piorcing daggors
of light swoep aoross the dosert.

Suporficially Manzanar seoms like a happy commmity. Poople aro outwardly
cheorful, children play. Tho surrounding mountain viows are spoetacular,
somo of tho dosort land is covored with old orchard or now lawms. The food,
while varying from mess hall to moss hall, is usually adoquato and ofton
good. Fifty bascball toams "build morelo," thore arc othor sports, camtoon
with icc ercam, pop, otc., a poor library, hospital, gardons, and a camou-
flage not factory. -

A Manzanar rosidont has about as much privaocy as a gold-fish, for tho ros-
idents of this "boom city of 10,000" arc crovded into thoir barracks like
Harlem negroes in the slums. One young marricd couple sharc a room with an
older couplo and thoir growm son, only & curtain scporating thoir army
cots. These young pecoplc have nothing in common vith tho othor family, onc
of whom tclls storics about them all over tho cemp. Tho young wife said to
mo: "Its no casy thing to adjust to living with thom in crowdoed quarters -
end know you'll probably have to go on living like this for yoars."

I looked into many apartmonts and didnt't soo ono that wasn't crowdod. Whore
femilies woro small, they shared e room with other families; wherc thoy
woro largo, thoy woro all jammed togother in onc room. "And the army tolls
us wo can sond for our furniture now. Ha ha. Whoro would wo koop it, out in
tho dosort?" Tho dislocation of family lifo which thesec conditions croato
will bc ono of the most sorious long-run conscquoncos of America's military
necossity.
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Pago Two

Manzanar is very subtle. No whips, no cursing bluckshirts, no starvation,

no summary executions., But if we foo
we don't fool the Jupanese. Talks vd

1 ourselves thinking this isn't cruelty,
th Sam ifohri, perched on a hospital

bed, with others I knew or talked with long enough to get below the smil-
ing exterior, showed how profound wes the psychologieal suffering. Some are
bitter, more just resigred, accepting their lot and trying to get as much

physical pleasuro from food, recreat
tudes are breeding pools of fascism.
to the others: "See? What did we %ol
race war?"

The water of a little lake high on t
and West., Many of the Japanese are 1

ion, sex, ets., as possible. Both atti-
Others are openly pro-Japaneése and say
1 you? Now will you believe this is a

he Continental Divide flows both East
ikewise straddling two wetershods. If

concentration camps continue, they will sink into the dry rot of cynicism

and lack of concern, or harden with
growing up race concious and frustra
of uselessness in their mouths. On +
them some hope, they can still flow
sensitivity, love of truth.

hatred and bitterness. Little children
ted. 01d people dying with the taste

he other hand, if we got them out, give
in another direction, towards toleranco,

Some of our F.0.R. people are going to work in Centors like Manzanar this

year - Joe and Botty Goodman, Jean MoKay, Joyce Jacoby, the Mervin Crites?,
perhaps the Lucas. Their sacrifice, their desire to help coupled with theoir
sympathotic ability are roassuring end inspiring. Good Caucasians are des-

perately needod in Menzansr, but I ¢
many difficulties and moral dangers.
uation, serious comprimises are noco

an think of no tougher job full of so
As the army still dominates the sit-
ssary for tho pacifist to take such

work; it would appear romentic to think that by going into the system a

person can chenge it for the bettor.
the Caveasian staff mombor gets bott
the Japancse walk, air-conditioring
are dying of the heat, pay at normal
his houso at $4 por 43 hour weok.

The mounteins vhich rise precipitous
most beautiful in California, Pink i

The "double stondard” is everywhero:
or housing, better food, a car while
at the hottost centor vhere Japangse

rates while & Japanose woman cleans

ly @bove Manzanor are tho highost and
n the corly morning.....hersh and white

in the noonday hoat....soft and inviting as the sun sots beohind thom. ...

aloof and insccessiblc against the n
other assorted buildings in'the vall
America offors today. Thoy demonstre
tration camps a2s 2 part of our Amori
is the numbor one job, and though su
a&s tho mountains ncar Monzanar ars t

ackle the job with imagination and
challengo the public conscicnce and

ight. 2ut tho 400-0dd barrecks and

oy below form os dopressing a sight as
to & complete acceptanco of concen-
ctn life, To change tho vhole system
ch 2 change mey soom as remote to us

o its impriscned rosidents, we must
faith. In what creative TOys eén Yo
broak the sholl of indiffercnce and

hardnoss? I would appreciate hoaring from you.

Dear Charles Martin:

Thanks for your letter,and I ho
Guild working on the Japanese probls
Refugees" will appeal to such groups
the type of literature that should, b

pe you can get the Screen Office Employees
» Do'you think our pamphlet, “"American

3 If not, do you have suggestions as to

e made availeble to them?

Cordially vours,

Q,@uz’;w(b

Caleb Foote
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