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MYTHS AWD FACTS ABOUT THE JAPAWESE AMERICANS

Source information and references for use of iJRA staff membsrs

-

13.Myths All children born in the United Statas of Japanese parsnts are dual
citizens, and owe allegiance to Japane

Fact: Children born in the United States of alien fathsrs from almos SVary
country in ‘the world, outside of South and Central America, are dual citizems,
at lsast until they become of agee In the great mojority of cases, thay
remain dual 01t1zbns for life unless they renouncs allsziance to one c: qntry
or ths other. The Japansse law which resulted in dual citizenship ior some
chiidren born of Japanus= parents in the United States befors the wa LS
not at all unique and was, in fact, far more liberal than the nutio;ality
law of Germany and many othur nationse

Par-—n‘t tnsts of

Dual citizenship arises because countriss apply dif
ires the

citizenshipa Jus sanguinis holds tnat a child acqui

1,

s cit

his father regardlsss of whore he is born; jus soli holds th t he acaulros

the citizenship of ths country of his birth, Consesquently, svs

born in the United Statss (which holds to the doctrins of Jus soli as well
S

hitge)
as jus SdthTHlu in a modified form) is a dual citigzen if WY
n

aAsr is’a

citizen of a country that adhsrss to the doctrine of jus s:. Every
American-~born child of an alien father from any .country in at
birth a dual citizen, and in the majority of instoncas he ho dual
status until he renounces his fo oreign citizenship. Evary Amsrican-born
child of an alisn Chinsse father is a dual citizon for lifa; unless hz re-
nounces allsgiance to China afier his twenbtisth birthd day and has legal
capacity under clesurance law. (See A Comparabtive Study’ of Laws Relating to
Nationality at Birth and Loss of Natiorlity, By Tormere s T3iter, Ameri-
can Jourznal of International Law, Vol, 29, p. 248 2t sege; A Collection of

Notionality Laws, by Flouraoy and Hudson, 1529, ¥

The nationality laws of Germany and Italy should bs of particular
interest -- more espe 01allJ thoss of Germany. The Wazi leaders have cla
the loyal ty of, all ,psrsons of German dsscont LnrouWhout the world, ond Rave
constantly maintained a lsgal thoory upon which such 2 claim could be bascde
According to ths German law' every child born of a Cprman fathser, regardless
of the country of his birth, is o German citizen: and undsr o dscrase of April
19, 1937, svery man of Gbrman parentage is subject %o conscrlpt¢on inbo the

erman army, regardless of whers he is born or whers he is living. Forsons
who havs sxpatriated, or who have nwturallaed in a foreign country, are not
excepted by thes dacrac,

It was oven possibls, under the German law sffective before 1937
for a psrson whd had acguired American citizenship Ly naturalization to be
& German citizen as well, for the law provided.that "citizenship is not
lost by onz’ who befors acquiring foreig gn citizenship has acquired on appli-
cation the written consent of com atsnu authorities in his home state to
retain his citizenship«" (A Collection of Nationality Laws, by Flournoy
and Hudson, p. 310.)

Undor the Italian law, every child born in the United States of an
Italian father is an Italian 01t3zen,<ﬂnd he rstains dual vlﬁlZCHoﬂlﬁ for
lifs unless he renounces his Italian citiz: enship after coming of age,.
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Morscver, sven when he renounces his Italian citizenship, he is stil
subject to a call for service in the Italian army, "except as r:

facilities grantasd by special laws," (A Collsction of National:
Pe 364,)

The magnitude of ths population of Garmon and Italian dual citi="
zens in the United States may be judged by referring to the U. S, Consus
for 1940 which shows that 314,105 German aliens and 690,551 Italian cliens
wore then living in this. country. By contrast, only 47,307 alian’ Japa=
nese were enumerated in the Censuse The number of Germen and Italion aliens
would have been greatly multiplied, of cowrse, if they, liks the Jupaness,
were dsnisd the right to naturalize,

Before 1924, all children born of Japanese aliens in th
Stotes were claimed as citizens of Jopans This law was rodic g
howsver, by an Imperial Ordinancs, offesctive Decomber L, 1924, which dz=
croed that no child born of Japaness parsats in the Unitesd Stuuu (and
certain otheor countries) was to he claimed as a citizen of Japan unlzsss
the child's father, or legal repressntotive, regzistersd the birth at a
Japansse consulate within fourteen days, and unlsss the intention to rstain
Juopanese citizenship was expressed at the smac time, (Formsr Ambassador
Grow in Hsarings before a Subcommittes of the Cormittec on lHlitery Arf irsy
United Stotes Senate, 78th Congrass, Ist Session, oL Se 444, pe 110e)

)

A comparison of nat*onallty laws shows that Japan was almost in o
class by 1t31lf before ths war in’'its policy of rbllnqulshlng tho cx"zun&
ship of children born of its nationals in tho United State 55, unless the

uhlldrcn wore ragisterad to pressrve the dual stotuse This lieralizution
of the Japanesse law resultsd largely from tho pressurs of Japanoss Amoricans
wholdeslred to free themselves.ofany legal obllgquon to the Impsrial
Gov=rnmon Sy

16 Coost and

"Thﬂ Japanese Américan Associations on the Paei
Gimes in 1919«21
i

Hawoii memorialized. tnu Jopanes2 government several ti
changes in the law, thus showing o genuine intsrsst i
Sccond=Gensration Japanssa Problem, by Ee Ke SL ong, p. 141, )

A One oP these potitions is quoted in full in The Rsal Japancss Quese-
tion, by K. K. Kowekomi, p. 18g—7. In part, it roads as follows:

"We are all men of Japanass parsntage, bora dn the soil of the Unitad
Stotes, and who have been educated in the schonls of that countrys. 1je
wish to bs considerdd citizsus of ths country in which we ars now living,
and to show that men of Japanase ancostry can be as loyal to the counrtry
of their adoption .as men of othsr encestry residing thersineee The ques=
tion of dual citizenship and tho eritiocisms which have Loen made agalnst
American=born Japansse havs causad us to fvdl thot some lesgisiation should
be passed by the country of our ancsstors that will frzs us of any obliga-
tion to it, and allow those of us, who hava located within the Unitad Statss
with the purpose and intontion of remaining and interesting ourselvss in
ths affairs of that country, to show that ws can bs good and loyal citizens
of the country of our odoptiones. We respectiully petition that ot the come
ing session of the Japansse Parliament, a law be onccted, whsrsby those of
Japansse descent can sclzsct their own 01t1z nship without rsstriction of
law, and, having once made such dascision, can remain citizens of that
country without any qusstion of dual alleginace," (Ths Real Japansse
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Question, by Ke Ke Kowokami, pe 186=7.)

Even after the Ordinance of 1924, becams sffswtive, many Japansss
Americans were still unsatisfieds They continued to pstition for further
relaxotions in the law, As lats as January, 1941, 30,000 Japansse Amsricans
in Hawaii petitionesd Secratary of Stats Cordsll Hull to sesek a way in which
they could more =sasily expatriate themselves from Japone This action brought

letter from Lisute General C. De Herron, commanding the Hawaiiarn Dspart-
ment of the Ue. Se Army, in which he said: "In the willingness of the.youngs
Japansse to sign this petition and in their loyal and sager compliance with
the draft, as in the attitude of the oldasr gensration in accepting the new
(se lect1V° Servica) order for their children, there is complete refutdtion
of the suspicions of thsir ioyal*y " (Japonese Amsrican Review, Jane 25,
1941, ps 6. ) :

The Imperial Ordinance of 1924 pgrmi*ted children born in the United
States before 1924 of alien Japansse fathors to renounce their Japaness
citizenship, and in the next six years, according to & cansus token in 1930,
approximately 40 per cent of the hlﬁ‘l born before 1924 had made formal
rﬁnunclatlono. Of the youngsr childrsn, who wers American citizens only une-
less they had bssn ragistsred ot Japenase consulates, about two-thirds were
American citizens only. Of ths total Nisel population, 24,263 held American
citizenship only, and 22,027 (mainly in the oldsr group) were dual citizens.

- (The Second Generation Jopsnese Problem, by Edword K. Strong, pe 142)

This ceusus was taken under the auspices of the Japan“se governmente
It con hardly be supposesd, with any rsasonable gpli caticn of reason, that
the persons guestionsd in the census would have falsified thsir answers to
favor the United States, Those who hald Japanese cibizenship would havd
admitted it, presumably, without hesitation.

Investigations by the War Rslocation Authority indicate that the
percentage of Japamese dual-ctitizens has Dbzon much reducad since 1930s In
ths registration conducted at ths centers im February, 1943, mony of the
citizen registrants weportsd that!: they hod renounced thsir prun >se citizen-
ship since 1930, and few of ths number born since 1984 were reported to have

sen rﬂglotér“d at Japanese consulatese
. skt sk ok

Myth: The religion of the Japhnﬁsu, no matter where they live, binds them

to the Empsrore. They all have Shinto shrinss in t431r homese
have two major roligions: Buddhism

Facts The. Jopansse in the United Statss
merican Japansse, is o minority secte

and Christianitye. Shintoism, among An

Buddhisn, which is the predominant religion of the Orient, wos in-
troddced into Japan from Korsa, about ths Sixth Century, A. D. In Japan,
it is dividsd into =ight mo jor sects which are, in turn, .subdivided into
almost immumerable lesser groups, sach with slightly diffsrent rites and
beliefs. Thers is no evidsncs thot ‘Buddhism, in any of its forms, is in
any way comnnacted with Emperor worshipe.

Shintoism, on the other hand, is the native rsligion of Japan. Thor
are tThree major kinds of Shinbtoisme The most popular kind, which is rela-
tively unorganized, cantsrs around old native bel efs in gods of the house=-
hold, fields, ond wayside. Ths s scond kind, wli 1 is well organized and
dividad into sects, often includes o belisf in fa th hsalinge The third

;., l'-"
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kind is Statc Shintoism, which fosters a boliof in the divinity of the
Emperor and the purity of the Japansse rocee  This Statc Shintoism, a
compgratlveiy"r“ cont dsvelopment in Japa nasb history, is thse creed which
as given rise to the accusatlon that all the Joponssc are Emperor wor-.
shlppars. v : ;

Th: wids dlffurvncu botwoen the oldsr Shinto beliefs (Suctarlﬂn
Shinto) and utut: Shintoism is emphasized in G. B, Sansom!s authoritative
Yook, entitled Jipan.= A Short Cultural Hisbory, publishad by tho Century
Company in 1931, "1t is important," consom says (pe 53), "o distinguish
from the traditional body of popular bslief ond obssrvance the.institu-
tional religion which was fostorad by the ruling classsse Ths former is
o simple ritualism based on an animistic crsed and tinctured with mugic,
the lattsr an o”gahlzvd and slaborcte cult closely bound up with the po-
litical systema"

Thers ars no satisfa ctory figures on tha numbsr of Jopansse Budd-
hists and Shintoists in ths Unitod Statss, owing partly to the fact that
the rsligion of the common pcopls of Japan is often a combination of
Buddhism and Sectarian (not Stats) Shintoism. The common man bslisvés
in Budchisn for the soke of his soul, and ‘in the Shinto gods to probvect
and guide him in his daily offcirse.

The chargs that all Japenssz in the Un 1tﬁd Statsas, sven that
any considerabls numbsr of then, have Shints shrines in tla r homes is a
pure fabricatior which has no substoncs at all sxcept in the minds gf” the
persons who concocted it.
sk ko K
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Myth: Japensse language schools were maintoined in many communities on
The West Coast before ths wor to inculcate American~born Japansse with
the national idesals of the Japonsse Impericl Govermment.

Fact: This charge is not supportesd by *ho studlus conducted by various
Am"rlcmﬂ sducators bsfore the war to dstermine the purposec and sffect of
the Japansse~longuags schools. Dr, L. K. Strong of Stanford Univarsity,
who supsrvised the most intsnsivs study over mods of second-gensration
Japanese Americans, under a $40,000 gront from ths Carnsgie Copporatinon
in 1929, errived at the conclusion that thass schools warse making a
valuable contrlbutlon to American community lifze The follow1nb extracts
are from his book,.  MThe Sscond-Genoration Japsngss Problem,™ published
by ths Stanford University Prass in 19a4.
"Mony non-Inglish-speoking pcopls who have coms to Amsrica have
esbablished private schools viisrs their childrsn may lsarn ths parsnts!?
notive language and some of thg history, ‘traditions, and customs of
their notive londe © The Jupansse have baon no sxceptiosnn to this practiced”
( Pe 2010) :

"Some knowladge of Japonese appears dssirablse for all the -sscond
genzsrotioneseSuch facility is nseded in order to insurs proper morals
within the family and the Japonsse group. It is this rslationship which
is scemingly so largesly rssponsible for uhg low rots of juvsnile dalin-
quency." - (pe 206. HOTZ: The Japonoss Americans had the lowest juvenils
delingusney rats of any racial or na t“OH&lltV group on the iest Coast
before the war. Ibid, pe 175 ot séqs)
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"The work of the Japanese-language schools should be continueds”
(p. 208) : ; :

sesv RS

Quotations from other authors:

", ,.These schools are not intendsd to perpetuate the.eemoral eoncepts
of Japane They are supplementary schools, and at wor st there is much less
in them to be adversely criticized than in the paroeial schools attendsd by
so many childrsn of South and Past Buropean immigrants." By

(The Japanese Problem in the United States, by Profe He As Millis,
: DPe 265=6643

"The strongest objection which has been raised in this country
towards the language schools of the Japanese has besen that they foster
anti-American idease This accusation is without basis." Sociology and
Social Rgsearch, Jan.-Feb., 1933, p. 259.)

i ssesece

"Similar schools have been econducted by the Chinese; and dlso by -
~ths Cermans and many other nebionalities in the form of paroehial schools,
The Japanese schools are merely Supplemaniary to the public schools and
not & substitute for them as are the parochial schools," (Orientals in
imerican Life, by Albert W. Palmer, 1934, v. 5l.)

A better proof of the falsity of the charge is the fact that the
Army and Navy have recruited hundreds of graductes of the Japansse=language
schools to act ©s intsrpreters and teachers of the language. The reloca=-
tion centers have bhéen eombed for them, and the supply has never equalled
the demand. :

Lany of the recruits are now serving in the Pacific Theatre of war,
end wheraver they héve been assigned, they have established an qutstonding
record of loyalty and devotion to duty. 2

skeok ok ok ok koK ; §
Myths It was a common practise among families of Japanese origin to send
Troir childran to school in Japan, whers they were trained for espionage
and sabotage. .

FPaocb: Prof. E. Ke Strong of Stanford University, who supervised the most
Thoroughgoing scientific study ever made of the Japensse Americans before
the war, wrobe in 1984 .

3

: "The United States-horn have resceived their education primarily
in this countryeessThe fact that only 13 per csnt of the sscond genera-
tion havs received part or all of theip schooling in Japan, coupled with
the fact that this prefsrencs for Japansse culture is gradually dying
out, tends to disprove the contentiocn that 'large mumbers of Japanése
childrens.seraturn /?}om Japaﬁ7 et a later date loyal and ideal Japanese
citizens?.," (The Seécond-Generation Japenese Problem, pe 188 ).

A WRA study of all American-born citizené of Japanese descent, who
were avacuated to relocsttion centers, showsd that 72.7 per cent of them
had never bs:n to Japan. Another 14,4 per cant, though they had visited

i
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the Orisnt, had recelved no schooling thers. Only 12,2 per cent had
attended school in Japan for thre: years, or mors. (Note agrsement with

Prof. Strongs' percentagc.)

These figures clsarly show that the practice of sending children
to Japan for schooling had almest ceaszd before the outbreak of the wars
E & :

0f the total numbsr of relocation center residents who had studied

in Japan for three yeurs or more, 26,8 per cent were 40 ysars of age, or
oldsr : r Japanese schooling had been rsceived before the military
¢l d power by assassinating and othsrwise overpowsring the

11 iers who prevailed in the Jopanese goveramment prior to 1530

The study further resveals that many young men resturned to America
to avoid service in the Japanese army, and that many ars now serving with
the Army of the United States in all tho vbers from Burma and ths Philip=-
pines to Italy and the Western Front,

To'support the charge that American~born Japansse have aidesd the
enemy, the rumor has bsen circulatsd that Japonese ailrmen, forced down :
in Howaill Marlng the cttack on Pezarl Harbor, wers found wearing Haweiian
high school rings and carrying Honolulu strest cur tokense. This rumor

s checked by Robert J. Casey, of the Ghiesgo Daily News, who arrivod
in EOLolulu one woek after the atback, HEe lntuTV1°W“d tnv Naovy surgeo
in chorgs of all onemy"ounﬁed who had examined some eight corpsss taxen
from the plane wreckage. According to Casey's report, the surgeon said,
"Itve heard that storye But I never saw any ringse. I nevsr saw any
streat car toksns. Nons of the pilots had much of anything in his pocksts,
Nons wors any jewalry. 'Only ons had o watch,"

Kk KoKk v

Myths Tlie Japanese in California dsliberately concentrated in strategic
arsas to be nsar importont military installaotioms,

Foct: The vast majority of the dJupansse who lived near important mili-
tary installations when the war began, had bsen sedtled in the same
localities long before they bocame wilitery sites.

"eesThe main geographic pattsrn of Japansse population was fixed
mony years ago with refsrsnce to economic, social and soil conditionse
Limited occupational outlets and social pressures encouraged their con-
cantrotion near their initial points of sntry on the Pocific Goasts . That
these points may now be nsar certain strategic military and industrial
orons 1s no proof of o diabolical purpose on the part of Japanese eri-
canse” (Ue Se Supreme Court Justice Murphy, in Kerematsu vse. the United
States, p. 194) ?

They concentratsd around the peripheries of large cities to be
nsar markets for their truck crops, along main hlghwajs whare they could -
opsrate vegetable Suundo’ and in the viecinity of vegetable-packing plants.
(3se Prejudice, by Carey HMoWilliams, p, 84.)

The statement has often been made to support the charge that they
settlsed purposefully in strategic areas, that approximately 72 per cent: of
the California Jupanese lived in seven countiss: Les Angeles, Sacramento,
San Franeisco, Alameda, Fresno, San Joaquin, and Santa Clera. Those who
have used ths statement have usually failed, however, to add that more

X



Be

R e

than two=thirds of the entire population of California lived in these
some ‘countiese

In 1940, these seven counties were imhabited by more than 75 per

‘cant of the forsign-born Germans in the Stabe, and 79 par cent of the

Gorman aliens. In the some counties lived 68 per cent of ths foreign-
born Italians, and 67 per cent of the Italian,aliens. :

Two cormunities ars frequently citod to support the allegation that
the Japansse chose important military sites for colonization: (1) Terminnl
Island, ond (2) the San Francisco=0akland bay regions

The sottlement of Japansse fishermsn on Terminal Island bsgan in
1901 and increased until 1907 when it was rather abruptly halted by the
"Gontlemen's Agresment.". Thereaftsr, the colony grew mainly as o result
of the immigration of the paremts, wives, and minor children of the
fisherman already thers. By 1917, it had arrived close to its moaximum
development. Roosevelt Naval Bass and Recves Figld, which have given
zilitarv significance to the island, were not estaklished until long

afterwarde.

Ths total population of foreign-born Japanese in the San Francisco=
Oakland metropolitan district im 1940 wos 4,676, In the same area lived
24,387 foreign-born Germans and 42,861 forazign-born Italianse

seskesk Rk

Myths There is no wdy to distinguish loyal Japonese Americans from the
disloyale: Even those who profess loyalty may be secretly disloyals

Fack: There is no way to distinguish the loyalty of any person, regard=
TSss of ancestry, except by his words and dseds. Unquestionably, loyal
words sometimes mask disloyal hearts. Gerhoard William Kunze, the
notorious German Bund lscder who was sentenced to fifteen years in prison
for obtaining military information for Germany and Japan, stoutly pro=
claimed his loyalty to the United Statess "Wo'lre oue hundred per ceut
Bmsrican," he declared, referring to the Bunde "The only purpose of

the Bund is to make better Americens of those of Germen bloode" (Under
Cover, by John Roy Carlson, p. 46,) Williom Dudley Pelley, equally
notorious leadsr of the Silver Shirts who was also sentenced to fifteen
years in prison, consistently maintained that he waos heart and soul for
America.

John S. Farnsworth, who raceived a four year sentence for giving
aid to Japan, was a former Lisutenant Commander in the United States
Navye (Betrayal from the Beste, by Alan Hynd, pp. 62, 91,) Harry Thomas
Thompson, sentencsd to fiftesn years, was a former yeoman "in the United

“Stotes Navye (Ibid, ppe 51, 86.) Ralph Townsend, also convictad, was a

formsr American consular official, (Under Cover, pp. 413, 414,) Joseph
Hilton Smyth, sentenced to seven years, was o stion of an old Puriten

fomily of Plymouth, Mass. (Betrayal from the East, pp. 246,255.) Mrse
Vslvalee Dickinson, sentenced to ten yoars, had bzen born, raised, and
sducated in Californin, (We. Yo Times, July 29, Aug. 15, 1944,) These
persons were all convicted of giving aid to Japane Others convicted of
the same’ offense were Walker Grey Matheson, David Ryder, Frederick Vincont
Williams, and Arthur Clifford Reade .All had posed as good Americans
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before they were convicteds None of these names has a Japansse origin.
There is no comparable case involving any psrson of Japanese descsnte

There have bsen notably few convictions of Japanese fmericans for
violations of any of the provisions of the wartime national security laws,
In July, 1942, six months bsfore the svacuess were questioned regarding
their loyalties, Tsutomu Obana was sentenced to serve from two to six months
for failing to comply with the Foresign Agents Registration Act; and in
Auvgust, 1944, thres Japanese Amsrican girls (the Shitara sisters) were
convicted of aiding two German war prisoners to escape in Colorados Tho
light sentence given to Obana is evidence that the court did not consider
him a serious offenders In the latter case, Fesderal Judge Je Foster Symes
declared that, after listening to all the evidence, hs "did mot believe
that the defendants had any intent to harm the United States or help the
German govermmasnte," (Denver Post, Aug. 11, 1944,) The only other con-
victions have been in cases involving the National Selective Service law,
or testing the constitutionality of the evacuation and military curfew
ordars.,

On the other haond, thousands of Japanese American boys have proved
their loyalty to the United States by serving against the enemy in svary
theater of war, and no unit in the Army of the United States has won
higher praisc than the 100th Infantry Battalion, composed almost entirsly
of Amsricans of Japancse descent, The 442nd Combat Regiment of Japancse
Americans, which joined the 100 Battalion on the battls front in June,
1944, has also set a remarkable record for exczllent psrformancs and |
gallantry in actions In Marchy- 1945;tthesWartBesathount feported hhets
4 Swbad i0f".17,60000eponeedrincricans had bzen inductaed into the /Araye !
In the United States, othor thouscnds of Japanosc Americans have proved
their .loyalty by buying War Bonds, giving blood to the Rad Cross, salvage
ing scrap iron and paper, and helping to save vital wartime cropse

K sskokoskokok ok

Myth: A large percentags of the peopls in the relocatibn cantars have
refused to sweor allsgiance to the United Statese

Facts In February and March, 1943, the Var Relocation Authority and the
Army conducted a joint rssistration at the rzlocation centers, which in-
volved asking every residsnt, sighteen years of age or older, to answer a
series of questions. Question No. 28 was phrased for the citizens as
follows: "Will you swoar unqualified allegiance to the Unitzd States of
America and foreswsar any form of allegiancs or obadiencs to the Japanese
Emperor or any other foreign govermment, powsr, or organization?":

It was recognized that the question could not bs worded in the same
manner for the alisns, who are compelled to remain aliens by our natural-
ization laws, without asking thsm to become men without a country. There-
fors, for them it was vordsd as follows: "Will you swsar to abide by the
laws of the United States and to toke no action which woyld in any way
interfere with the war effort of the Unitsd States?"

Of the 74,466 psrsons who replied to the question in one form or
the other, 87 per cent-answered it with an unqualified "yes."

The experisnces of evacuation, loss of property, and several months
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in relocation centers had smbittersd many of the paople and made them
highly suspicious of the motives of the Governmente  leny of them suse

.pected that the registration was some sort of a trick to put them to

further distresse This sentiment was especially evident in the qualified
answers to Question Noe 28 =- answers such as "Yes, if my civil rights
are rastored!; "No, not until the Govermment recognizes my rights under

the Constitutions"

»
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As ‘the pufpose of the procedmre became better understood, many
people who had answered "no" to Question Nos 28, or who had qualified
their answers; expréssed a desire .to changs them.: These changes were

. permitted, and on April 25, 1944 (when the last tabulation was ma.de ),

more than 90 per cent of all rogistrants had onswerad Myes"™ to Question
No. 28, without qualification, : S : a8

-
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Myth: .Less than.2 per cent of the Japanese American populatiéﬁuéf‘the
Tmited States mainland and Hewaii has been inducted into military sor=-

vice, while more than 10 per cont of the total population has been in-

ductad, : e

Fact: This myth,'given'currehéy by the Hood River (Oregon) Post of The
fmorieon Legion, is disereditad by the following figures: 1

Population Inducted into Army .
Ua S. Mainland and Hewaid Y+ 8y Moinland and Hawaii  Percentage
Census of 1940 ‘ “War Department records

CERN

March 13, 1945

J&Panése Arﬂ3ri03n80..284.852it-0.0-0;-090'17,612--nnoo;coo‘gnoooooooeoz

+

All ancestricsess132;092,605¢0vsess0se09,500,000 (APproxe)esesssesse?e2

_Actually the differsnte is only one per ccnt, in spite of the fact
that the Nisei were almost wholly excludsd from induction under Selcctive
Servies procedurss for o period of mors than two years following Psarl
Harbores" = ‘= ¢ ‘

Hosgok ok ok
Myth:  Niseli soldicrs are not used in the Pacific theater becauss the
Ermy does not trust them to fight against the Japanese, -

Fact: Japonese Americans ars serving with the Unitod States Lrmy in
overy battle arsa of the Pacific and in Burmae Thes news items, listed
beslow, have been sclscted from many newspaperasaccounts of fisel ser-
vice in the Pacific, to indicats how widely they arec scatterod.

IWO JIMA

54 "WITH THE MARINES OF IWO, Fobe 28eeeTW0 groups of Misei landed with
‘.the Marines on Iwoolsland «= one cach with the 4th and Sth Divisione"

(Chicago Sun, March 3, 1945.)
LEYTE, KWAJLLEIN, ENIWETOK o e
—  "ONITED SIATES [RMY PACIFIC HEADQUARTERS, Feb, 16 (AP), Fronk Te

Hochiya, ons of the 16 Japansse whose ndmos have bsen stricken from the
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county memorial roll by the Hood River (Oreg .) Amsrican Legion Post
dizd whilc performing & dangerous voluntcer mission, the Army roportud-
yasterdaye :

"Hachiya, attached to the 7th Division, was wounded fatally on
Leytse 3ce 30, He died January 3 after most of the men in this regiment
voluntsered to give him blood transfusionseee

-nHa had scrved through the 1‘"m,:)a-l"ln cnd Eniwstok inve SlOI}.S."
- (Washingbton Star, Febe 16, 1948.)

NEW GUINEA, ALLIIRALTY ISLANDS, Loy '”’Iln
MHANILiesse TTIlc 15 & Japonose, o Misci borm in Los /ngeloseeeOne
of ths first 26 Nisel to be sent ©To this theater, Ermie has been over-
ses for 26 monthseseHe has beoen through ths New Guinca, Admiralty Islands
und Leyte campaignse” (Los .ngolcs Times, ikrch 5, 1945,)

SLTIPLN
. T

"WITH THE UNITZD ST.ATES 3rd FLEET IN THE ILCILIC....L'M remindsd
of ons /Jdapanssa kmcri"wn7%ameu Kubo, a sergsant in the irmy of the Unitad
States who servaed on SaipaneseThare C&uO o time in those o”uol heart=breck=-
ing ond inerodible days, whils tho Am ricans wsre trylng to round up Jap
civilians, when Kubo provod his /moricanisme" (Milwoukse Journal, Jan. 28,
1945,)

T3
o=
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BURMJFL

"Tep thousand imerican~born children of Japansse immdgrants fight
now in the Unitoed States Army and some in this Theatsr, Thgir pre sence”
in CBI was for a long time o military sscrate For their own protection
thay were not publicized e.eethore always was and still always will be
the possibility of' capture. by the sgnomy, which for the Fisel would moar
no picnice :
"Inder the vell of protsctive sccrcey howcvar, stubborn, sturdy
fighting Wiseis grew to the staturs of hur>>s -
(CoBeIes Roundup, o weekly newspapor of
the United States Army Forcses, publishe-
ed by and for the men in China, Burma
and India, Septe 14, 1944, )

UGAINVILLE, SOLOMON ISLANDS
"The Soldxerts Mcodal 1s awarded to IMostor Sgte Susumu Toyada for
heroism ond bravery near Torokina, Bougainville, British Solomon Islands,
on Junc 29, 1944," " (Extract from ijar Department citabione)-

SOQUTH PACIFIC .
"These Japansse are Americans - American-born Nisei and soldiers
in the U.Se Army, who have besn serving with Marine detachments in the
Pacific IslandsSeee
"IThey have the rsspect of the Marines because thoy are good
Americanssoldiers and we realized the risks they are exposed to, in svent:
thoy ars captursd by ths.snemy,! said Lbe Newelless"
(Chicago Deily YNews, April 19, 1944; inter-
view with Marinc Lieutenant Robert Je Howslla)

ATTU, LLEUTIAN ISLANDS
Tdapansse soldiers of American birth, in addition to fig hting Nazis

*Ede Notes dacl iyats name was not among those
ive of Hood River and atien
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in Italy, have fought against Nipponese soldisrs in ths Pacific thsataer
of war, it was disclosed Vednasdaye -, ', /

"Sergte Kunihiro Nakno, a Japanese American formerly of Sacrge-
mento, Calif,eearrived at the war relocation center at Heart Mountain
as a veteran of hand-to-hand combat at Attua" (Denver Post, Oct. 13, 1943,)

NEW GUINEA s
I/ Ken Omura, Scattlesborn Japansse, was dpowned in New Guinea,
March 19, while on active duty in the Army," :

“le Post-Intelligencer, April 49,

© = L
5 HK Kk Ak
10, Myth: After the wor bsgan, not a singls Japanese American gavs infore
motion against any.member of his racsc tc the Unitsgd Stetes Intelligence

agencies. . s t

Fadtse This change "has bsen refuted, many tiues b¥ zuthoritie
Possession of the facts. Ths Fourth Intsiinm Revcrd of oo
(pe 152,53t seq.) contains various raf srendss +o the nssistonce given by
Japaneéélﬁmerioans to whs FB., 'Naval Intsllice L Miditary Intslli-
gences The truth about the charge is well presernted

o0
o1
e 0,

in o shbotoment by Dr.
Galen Fishor in the Christian Catury of August 18, 'y 937,

for
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"It has boon looscly charged that ths Nisei have not aided the
authoritics in discovaring dongsrous . Japansss rosidentsy  The falsity
of these allegations Have baen proved by intelligencs officors both in
Howaii and on the mainland, as~sll as by informsd civilians. .It is

" trus thitvthe great majority of the Nissi did not givc such aid, and.
the same could presumably bs scid of Cerman-imoricanse Phs chiof roa~
son is that most of them had no information. to give, any mors than most
vwhite citizens.esolet some of the intelligsnce officers spank for them-
selvess On iugust 10, 1942, ons wrote me:

"!'I personally know at least f£iftesn intelligence officurs who
have received contifiuel cid from the group of loyzl cnd patriotic Nisel
attachad to each, and have in consaquence besh of graeat sertvics to the
Unitsd Stetes in obtaining information regarding disloycl end suspicious
Japansses There ars innumsrabls cases thot I could give youet"

s, F i e O T sonssnS. .

"Many of the Nisei voluntarily contributed valuable anti~subvare
sive information to this (intelligence agency) and other govarnmental
agencies. The Japanzse consular staff, the Central Jepansse Associa-
tion, and othsrs kmown to be sympathetic to the Japansse did not theme
selves trust the lisoi." » ‘

(An anonymous intelligsnce officsr in Harper's iicgazine,
Octe 1942,)

i

»
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"Common gossip out hers was thot not ons Japensss had informad on
another., On ths highsst authority I was assured that the contrary was
true, and that many patriotic Jopansse have turned in suspscts of thei

R
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own race and sven of their own familizss,"
(Joseph Driscoll in the N.Y. Herald=Tribuns, Jan. 31, 1943.)

sk skok ok el
11, "Myths bufing the attack on Pearl Harbor, ths Hawaiian Japansss blocksd the

roads, signaled the attackers, and engaged in numerous other activitiss to
assist the snomy and homper the defenderss

Facts "There were no aets of sabotags in the city and county of Honolulu

Decamber 7, nor have there besn any reported to ths police department since

that dates Polieo department had charge of traffic on Pearl Harbor road

from Pbarl Horbor to Homolulu shortly aftor bombing started with ssveral

officers on duty therese There was no deliberate blocking of traffic during

Decembar 7 or following that deatc by unauthorized personsa” :
(Cablegrom from Honolulw Chizf of Polics Gabrislson to Tolan
Committee, March 14, 1942,)

@oevcoeoce

"Thare have been no known acts of sabotage, sspionage or fifth
column activity cormitted by the Japaness ipn Howaii eithsr on or subsc-
quent to December 7, 1941."
- (Cole Kendall Je Fieldsr, Chisf of Iilitary Intslligence, Hawaiian
Department; the Christian ¢ sntury, [ug. 18, 1943, p. 937)

seoco e

"Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Dircctor of the Fedsral Bureau of Investiga-
tiom, has informed mes that thore Was no sebotags comm_ttwd thare (in Hawaii)
prior -to December 7, on: Dscsmbsr 7, or subs equﬂnt to that tins."

(Ass1st¢nt ittorney=Ganaral Rowe, April 20, 1942; Tolan COﬂmlttvu,

Fourth Interim Report, pe 49)

The War Department has racsived no inférmation of sabot ge committed
by Japarsse during the attack on Psarl Haorbor."

(Hon, Henry L, Stimson, Sszcratary of War, March 30, 1942; Tolan

Committze, Fourth Interim Report, p. 48) :

o9 00009

"Whars ware the Japoansse on thvt Sundey (Dscember 7), if bncy ane
not sabotaging? Hundreds of thdm ws ively helping defend the terri-
tory, as membars of the Oahu Cltlzvr Befense Cormittes, Volunteser truck
dfivars, they rushsd to their assembly points, strinpad their dslivery
trucks of their contents, insorted frames prepared to held four stratchers,
and went tearing out to Pearl Harbor tec toke ths woundsd to hospitals.
Somz of these Japancse got thore so promptly that their’ trucks were hit
by flying shrapnel or machinocgun bullets from the road-strafing Jap plancse
Ths presence of the Japansse diivers ond thodr scarrsd cnd pock=-marksd
trucks undoubtedly gave risc to the rumor that guns had bssn smployed to
clear the highway of Japs who ware blocking the road to Psarl Harbor,"

(Nelson Pringls, UBS broadcastsr, Octe 5, 1942.)

(J d"s;'
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v "alY the indications are that there was no sabotége at Pearl Harbor,

~ according to all the ewidence..." ’

12,

13,

(Hon, John M, Costello, former Congressman from California and mem=
ber of the Dies Committee, Bulletin of America's Town lMesting' of
the Air, July 15,1943, p..19,)

' C ook koK

Myths The Army evacuated all péfséns of Japanese ancestry from the West
Coast because they were considered, as a group, to be disloyal a=md dane -
gerous to the National security, : .

Facts This charge is most effectively answered by the agtion of :the War
Department in lifting the West Coast exclusion orders, on January 2, 1945,
and clearing the great majority of the evacuees to return to their homes
without further investigation or hindrance of any kinde. Regardless of

the reasons which made mass evacuation appear to be a military necessity
in early 1942, the rescinding of the exclusion orders is indisputable
evidence that the War Department, after careful study, arrived at the con=
clusion that only a small number of the evacuees were guestionable from
the standD01nt of the ﬂatlonél Secqnlty. :

‘ T R IR N
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lMyths The Japanese race is fundeméntally dishonest, secretive and gener-
ally untrustworthy, *

Facts In 1933, Stanford University Press published the results of an ex=-
tensive study, supervised by Dr. E. K. Strong, Jr., Professor of Psycho-
légy, to ascertain the "educatlonal and occupatlonal opporbtunities offered
to Amerdcer citizens of Orishtal races," This study was, financed by a
$40,000 grent from the Carnegie Corporation of New York,, and. it included
the only thorough,: scientific ihvestigation ever made into the honesty of
the Japanese in California. The conclusion drawn from the:. study reads as
follows: .
+

"As far as these results goe.se, they give no warrant for claiming
that the Japanese as o class are more dishonest than Americans. There are
undoubtedly rascals in both groups. The most extreme conclusion which
could be based on these data would be to claim two or three per cent 1
more dishonest Japansse than Americans, on the ground that poor cradit
ratings mean dishonesty. The more conservative conclusion is that ithe .
differences in credit ratings repressnt inexperience far more than dis-
honesty, and that, all in all, the differsnces bestwesn Japanese and whites
are too slight to be considered significant." (Vocational Agtltudes of
Second-Generation Japanese in the United States, p. 154, )

[ 2 2 s000000 ER
"Adaptabiiity is an important trait, possibly the most important,
in earning a living. The two rough measures of it, in terms of delin-
quency=-crime and honssty, indicatéd thif the Japanese are superlor In this
respect to many immigrant groups who have.come to this country." (Ibig,
pe 177)s

,'.....
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The experience of WRA officials who have interviewed Japanese
Americans on matters relating to loyalty, and who have studied the re=
sults ef the interviews, has indicated that, instead of being dishonest
and secretive, they are surprisingly frank and naive, Information ob-
tained from them regarding visits to Japan, dual citizenship, and former
employment, tallied almost in every instance with information collacted
by the FeBsI, and Army and Navy intelligence agencies, :

.

ok ok ok ok

Myths The birth rate of the Japanese in America is much higher than that
of other Americans, They multiply at an alarming rate,

Facts The U.S, Cénsus, 1940, shows that the birth rate among Japanese
Americans in every state on the West Coast was lower than the birth rate
of the general population, including people of all ancestries,

Birth rate among Birth rate of total
Japanese Americans population, all ancestries,

Californicesecesse 1548 per thousandesseesssecses 1641 per thousand
Oregon..-......... 1545 per thousand.;.....,..... 16,4 per thoudand
WaShington....z,.. 117 per thOusand‘oQ{’o-,yoooo 16.2 per thousand !

Census figures show, further, that the numbser of Japanese Ameri-
can births has been decreasing steadily since 1920, -

1

Number of births Number of births  Humber of births

in 1920 » in 1930 in 1940
Califeorningsssass 5,052 $0000000000000008 2,224.0.....0000-001,480
Oregon........... 219 ;'0.0.'..0.'.0'.0 ¢ 75--0-0.0'-;0-00 63
W&Shington..-.... 1,160 S0 e goo9eneccones 575.00.00-000'000. 171

"Their birth rate during the past decade has been insufficiant
to balance mortality and emigration." (Tolan Fourth Interim Report,
Pe 91.) :

Footok ok ok k

Myth: The Japansse cannct be Americanized or assimilated into fmerican
Tile: They congregate i;'"Little Tokyos" to preserve their Japanese cul-
tures \ 2T

-

Fact: "To the extent that assimilation is a problem, it is largely the
result of certain social conditions amd laws of ths American general
public, Studies demostrate that persons of Japanese descent are readily
suscoptible to integration in our society if given the opportunity,"
(UaSs %upreme Court Justice Murphy, in Korematsu vs. ths United States,
Pe 184 ;

o000 ce PO

"The word *assimilation! has two' tmeanings," as David Starr
Jorden, President of Stanford University, pointed out at the hearings
of the U, Se Immigration Committes in 1924~~"interbreeding and the
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comprehension of political and social conditions." There has been very
little intermarriage betwsen the Japanese and Caucasians in the western
states; am a matter of fact, in three of the states where they were maine
1y concentrated (Arizona, California, and Washington), it has besen pro=-
hibited by lawe. In the "comprehension of political and social conditions,"
Howevar, Dre Jordan stated that "the young Japanese are more readily assimi-
lated than people of several Europsan racas." (Hearings before the Immi-
gration Committec, Us Se Senate, 68th Congress, First Session, pe 60)e

9000y

This .point of view had beon strongly supported, some yoors earlier,
by the Immigration Commission appointed in 1907 to "make full inquiry,
examination, and investigotioneseinto the subject of immigrations' Come
posed of three senators, three representatives, and throo laymen uppointed
by the Presidont, the Cormission published its findings in 42 volumese
Volume 25, published in 1911, is entitled, Japanese and Dther Tmmi grant
Races in the Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain Statose

", ,othen compared with other races employed in similar kinds of
labor in the sams industry,” the report stated (pe 149), "the Japanese
show relatively rapid progress in acquiring a speoking knowledge of
English, Their advance has bean much more rapid than that of the Chinese
and Mexicans, who show little interest in 'American' institutionse. During
their first five years of residence a greater proportion have learned to
speck English than most of ths South and East European raceésees The pro-
gréss of the Japanese is due to their great cagernsss to learn, which has
OVorcome more obstacies Thon ho.ve been encountered by most of the other
roces, obstacles of race prejudice, of segregation, and of wide differences
in languags."

ess0 6000

More recent confirmotion of the some viewpoint is contained in
Dr. Bdward K. Strong's book, entitled "The Second=-Gensration Japansse
Problem", bascd on an extonsive study of the subject under a §40,000
grant from the Carnegle Corporation, This book was published in 1934.

"Pormsal of the literature indicates," Dr. Strong says (pe 27)
"that few recognized authorities on either side (of the Japanese contro=-
versy) would deny that second-ond certainly third-generation Japanese
lack the mental gualities necessary for cultural assimilation. The ques=
tion does not apply to the first gensration, for cultural assimilation is
never accomplished by any first gensration.".

Many other immigront people, limited in ability to speak the
English language, have congregated in separate communities. New York,
Clsveland, Detroit, Chicago, and other cities have had -- and still
have, to some extent =- colonies of Italians, Poles, Russians, and other

ationalitiese. The midwest has had its rural settlements of Scandi-
navians and Germans, They gathered together to have néighbors whose
language and customs they understcod, and for cconomic reasonse These
reasons, also influcnced the colonization of the Japancse, who were frem
quently not welcomed in other communitics,

qoespeees
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"S8egregation of immigrants is eertainly not peculiar to the
Japansse, but is a ruls of immigrant s&ttlement.sssithere colour is added
to culture as a distinguising characteristic of the newcomer, it pro-
vides a further incentive for the members of the group to segregate and to
~act as a unite." (The Japanese Conadians, by:Young and Reid, Pe 24)

;o At the time of the svacuation, in 1942, the "Little Tokyos" on the
Vlest Coast were already on the wane. According to Carey McWillimas
{Prejudice, Pe 88), "As the Nisei reached maturity, there was a signifi=-
cant trend away from Little Tokyos ::In:1928 one observer reported that,
in Los Angeles, there were 203 Japanese-operated fruit stands, 292 gro-
cery stores, 74 florist shops, 69 nurseries, 108 restaurants, and 68
dry-cleaning establishments which had most of their: dealings with none
Japonese customerse Over a period of years there wos unquestionabiy a
slow but stecady expansion out of little Tokyoe"

A simileertrond was noted by Young and Reid (The JapanesesCaona-
dians, Be 72) in a careful study conducted in British Columbia, In
Vancouver, the authors state, “the Joeponsse are found in commercial
enterprises in significant numbers not only in their own arsas of settle-
ment where, incidentally, thsy cater to Whites as well as Japansse, but
also to a remarkable extent all ovsr the cilty where their only customers
are whites " : ;

’

Another statement in the same book ( p. 145), which was published
in 1938 "under the auspices of The Canadian National Committee for Mental
Hygiere and The Canadian Institue of International Affairs", is unques=-
tionably as true of* the conditions that prevailed on tha West Coast of
the United States as it was of the conditions in British Columbia: "The
second generation of the Japanese Cdnadians, in spite of what* their
critics may say to the contrary and in spite of what thejr parents may
do b0 have it otherwise, are no more- Japansse than their parents are
Canadians They live in our houses, wear our clothes, eat our food,
attned our schools, speak our language, read our books, join our churches,
go to our movies, play our sports, sing our songs, and salutZ our flagse
Since they do these things, and since they are ‘human and therefore are
affected by the experience, it is a denial of the obvious to ignore the
fact that they are in the procsss of becoming Canadian,"

Competent observers én the reception of Nisei in Japan have re=
morkéd on their lack of welcome there, and on their failure to adjust
themselves to Oriental life, (See_The Rising Sun of Japan, by Randau
and Zugsmith, p.99-100; The Japonese Canadians, p. 146,)

The Ameriocanization of the Nisei is especially evident in their
school achievements, They are eager fer education,

"Although -they come from an economic:level appreciably lower than
that of the white American students, & much higher ‘percentage of them
attend the universitiss and colleges,” (Christendom, Vol, VII, No. 2
1942, pi 2015) ¥

+
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"The Jopansse immigraonts...toke advantage of the opportunities
presented by educational institutions to an extent probably unsurpassed
by any other immigrant groupses” (The Japonese Canadiaons, Pe 132.)

Many of them have won good citizenship awards, scholarships, and
other scholastic honors; they have been elected to class offices and
imporsanttpositions in the student bodies; they have,starred.in‘American
sportse (See Briel of Japansse American Citizens League, Korematsu Case,
pp. 161, 162, 163, 164,) MNany have achisved high recogniation in the
arts and sciencess - '

The final and most conclusive proof, however, is the remarkdble
record of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, which rescued the "Lost
Battalion" in France, and has set a record of gallantry unsurpassed by
any ather unit in the Army of the United States. (See Nisei in Unifomn.)

. ]
skokok ok Aok

Myths: The presence of Japansse workers in any community lowers the stane-
dard of living; since they work for lower wages and are content to live
in hovels, '

Fact:s The living standard of any people, regardless of racs or ancestry,
Is determined, in a large. mcasure, by their opportunities to make a dscent
livings The Fourth Interim Report of the Tolan Committee (ppe62 to 72) ~
clearly shows that the Japansse in California were constantly striving to
overcome the many hardicaps that forced them, when they first arrived as
immigrants, to accept low wages or starve. "Very few Japanese were ems
ployed as skilled workers in factories or workshops; there was o plenti-
ful supply of other immigrants to fill such positions; their inability

to understand English required their working in groups under an inter=-
preter; they were oppecsed by labor unions,eeilost of the Japansse who did
not become domestics worked in the railroads, in canneries, lumber mills,
mines, farms, and various city trades.” After 1909, however, the number
of Japanese in nomadic, Icw-paying employment began to decrease, owing

" 'to their inclination, the Tolan Report states, "to shift to occupations
“‘which offered asless nomadic existence, greater profit, or independent
- statuse" (p. 63.) "Many of the Japanese gradually left the industries

into which they had originally been disperseds In search of higher -
sarnings, more satisfactory living conditions, and gccupations-to which
they werc better adopted by natural bent and ezperience, they tended to
seek the level which they had enjoyed in their native lands" (pe 64.)

Many authoritative references may be cited to show that the West
Coast Japanese were constantly striving to raise the wage scale in the
industries that employed them: : :

", esThe Japanese club secretaries, camp managers, and bosses bew
came successful bargainers, authorized to speak for the whole body of
men they represented, familiar with prevailing wage rates in the region
and for the particular crop. Under their dirgction, through strikes and
boyeotts, particularly at harvest time, the Japanese were able to secure
wage incrcases until their rates equaled and surpassed these of white
workerses" (Tolan Report, pe 67.)

"they (the Japanese) have reduced the workday from®'12 to 11 hours
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and by means of strikes have raised the wages of all races," (Prejudice,

p. 93)

As they obtained better incomes which enabled them to acquire a few
dollars more than necessary to finance a bare existence, they sought bet-
ter homes and better opportunities for their children, :

"Most of the Japanese families are of course living in homes built
for them as.tenants or laborers and these are usually no better than those
erected elsewhere to serve the same purpose. With land ovnership, better
homes are built..." (The Japanese Problem in the United States (1915),
by H. A, Millies, p, 164.)

oveces e

"...As the Japanese got ahead and could afford to do so, he alse
moderated his habits of excessive teil, If he owned land, he built a
little bungalow, gave his children music lessons and planned to send them
to college.,

"The writer has in his posséssion two very interesting and contrast-
ing snap-shots which he took in the summer of 1933. One is a rough shack
inhabited by a Japanese family at one end and used as a barn at the other,
with a vegetable and packing room between. The second picture shows an
attractive modern bungalow, which had & well-kept garden and a gold-fish
pond, and, Behind it, a large well-painted fruit-packing housz. The two
pictures represent two stages of Japanese development, The first is where.they
began and the second is where they vish to go." (Orientals in American
Life, by Albert W. Palmer, pp. 55-56.) o

®e 00 0o
N

"That the standard of living of the Japanese will at least equal
that of the White groups in 4 comparatively short time is indicated by’
the rapid progress alrecady made by the Japanesc.,, The remarkable advance
of the standard of living of the group since the beginning of the century...
is evidenced by the standard of living of the Japanese at the present time...
time.,. There is conclusive evidence of .economic and social progress on
the part of the Japanese. (The Japanese Canadians, pp. 79, g0, 81.)
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Iiyth: Japanese Americans arc mainly stoop laborers and domestic workers.

Fact: The 1940 Census reported'A3,69l paid workers of Japanese descent
fourteen years of age or older, in Cal ifornia, Oregon, and tiashington,
There were 8,307 paid farm laborcrs, who wer prob bly employed, for the
most part, 1n stoop labor jobs in the ve gatablv and small fruit lndustrlbs.

The farm. operators and m BNagers, who may have becn cngaged in some
stoop labor but who were primarily in thc same classification with farmers
of other rases, numbered 7,001. There were 3,54) domestic workers in the
three states,

On the other harnd, 5,512 persons ucrc cmploycd in cleriecal, salvs
and kindred occupations, Thgrv were 5,491 proprietors, managers, and

|
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officials of business enterpriscs; 3,517 operatives and kindred workers in
various types of industries; and 1,157 professional workers. They were
engaged in the manufacture of lumber, furniture, paper, chemicals, petrol-
eum and coal products, leather goods, iron and steel, machinery, and many
other articles of commercec., Nearly 5,000 were employed in food and dairy
products stores; 1,478 worked at laundering, cleaning, and dyeing; 1,335
worked in hotels and lodging houses.

In other words, census figures show that nearly three-quarters of
the paid workers, including both Issei and Nisei, were employed in a wide
range of occupations not classificed as either farm labor or domestic work.

Immigrants from Japan, before they became adjusted to life in
America, were cmployed almost exclusively as low-grade laborers and menials.,
As they became acquainted with American ways, however, they sought to im-
prove their economic position, Probably no other group of immigrants,
confronted with so many cbstacles at the outset, has cqualed the progress
of the Japanese in adaptine themselves to the wide scope of American in-
dustry and commerce.

HRSEIREE
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lyth: American farmers of Huropean descent can not compete with farmers
Japanese descent. Vherever the Japanese congregate, the Caucasian farmers
are forced out, :

Fact: The Report of the U.3. Immigration Commission, the Tolan Report, and
many other authoritative -references state that the Japanesc Americans en-
gaged mainly in growing crops that were not extensively grovn by Caucasian
farmers. No real. competitiorm could exist wder these cord tions, There

is also plentiful proof that, in those areas where the Japapesu Americans
were chiefly congregated, they were pioncers in farming virgin land, or
land that was not wanted by Caucasian farmers,

"Nearly all of the Japanese farming is of the intensive type, re-
quiring much care and handwork., It is of the kind the market places a
prenmium upon, but which the ordinary American farmer is slow to engage in."
(Th§ Japanese Problem in the United States, by Prof. H. A, iillis, pp. 89-
0. .

0.....“

"There can be no doubt that the extensive leasing by them (the
Japsnese) about Newcastle and in a few other localities has caused prospec=-
tive settlers to locate elsewhere, and the'white population in some neigh-
borhoods has actually diminished... But it should be noted in this con-

cction that in some communitics much of the land leased was reclaimed and
reduced to cultivation by Japanese, or was first devoted to intensive
farming by them... The instances where the prices rcalized for crops have
been adverscely affected as a result of Japanese competition are compara-
tively few. As a matter of fact, where their acreage has been added to
that productively used in the community, it has gencrally been devoted to
growing crops not extensively grown by white farmers." (Report of U.S.
Immigration Gommission, Part 25, Vol, 1, pp. 86-87,)

o0 s 00000
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‘the mountain fruit district the Ohine

"They (the Japanese) were engaged chiefly in raising sugar beets in
Utah, Colorado, and Idaho, berries and vegetables in Vaghington and Oregon,
and in California_faried intensive erops — vegetables, berries, deciduous
fruits, grapes, melons, and hops. The speeialization of Japanese farmers
was extreme." (Tolan Committec, Fourth Interim Report,-p. 69)

"The concentration (in the production of vegetables, berries, and
small fruits) resulted from a trial-and-error experimentation with other
types of agriculture... By 1930, they (the Japanese) had sbandoned almost
every other type of agriculturc. Expericnce had shown that they could not
cormpete successfully in other types of farming," (Prejudice, by Carey '¢
Mc.illiams, p. 86)

e00evsesvsre Ry Ay

In the March l,'l92h, issue of The Country Gentleman, the leading
article, by Robert Welles Ritechie, discussed the Japanesc problem in Cali-
fornia, "scrupulously avoiding any cortroversial biag" according to the
author's declaration. This paragraph appears in it

"The three areas of greatest Japanese concentration then (in 1920), -
as now, were in the cantaloupc 2nd wirter-lettuce fields of the Imperial
Valley, in the extreme southeastorn purt of the statoy in the meuntain fruit
center of Placer County; ard in the strawberry fields, and the potato, celery,
onion, and asparagus districts roughly cmbraced in the termg the Delta,
which lies in the exact conter of the state, Let us b very blunt in this
context and say that in the Imperial Valley and the Delta country the Japan-
es¢ never displaced white men, for whike cien would nct work theres and in
5T andTarter thom Jaepancse, came .
in —- after nearly cvery whitc man had cult -- and nade & go of a crippled

incustrz.: S

see o0 es e

‘"No small part of the acr.age now controlludlby,“‘A 1S
has been ftaken wild! and reduced to cultivation, This.is cspecially true
in the vicinity of Hood River...." (The Japanesc Problem in the |

States, By H. A. Millis, p. 9¢,)

Japanese in Oregon

mite

"Much of the land (farmcd by th: Japanese in Yiashington). has been
taken as'left'by'thc timbermen, the stumpe rumoved,gand4fcduced to cultiva-
tion by the Japaresc tenants. They 'ave done much to develop the agricul-
tural possibilitics of these communitics —- more undoubtedly than any other
race has shown an incliration to do." (Ibid, ppﬁTﬁl—Z.) =

x

Myth: The farming methods of the Japdnese ruin‘$hu soll and cause the land
to depreciate in wvaiue, : e . :

Fact: This charge is denied by Prof. H. A. Millis,”ﬁhose book, "Thg -
Japancse Problem in the United States", is frequently cited as an authorita-
tive study in the Réport of the Tolan Committec., Millis states:
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‘mento, who stated that moré than 200 farm tractors, owned by Ja p“n ¢se Ahn
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"The complaint that the Japuncce 'skin' the land and ruin the Qre' -
chards is frequently heard, Most of the ‘Japancse arg tenants, and tenant
farming is likely to have such results. No-case cun be made against the
Japanese as against other tenants, However, On the contrary, whilc one
finds rather numerous instarces in which the landowners haves been dissatis—
fied with the Japonese tenants they have had, the general opinion is that =
the Japanese are good farmers and give pather more than less interest than
is vsual among tenants to the care and conscrvation of the: propertics lezsed
by them, At Sacramento,.. the president of one large fruit-shipping firm
and the treasurer of another said that the Japanese were among the most
carcful and painsbaking orchardists, At Fresno, a promincnt American told
me +hat he would rather lease his vineyards to Japanése than to fammors of
his own race beeause they took boetter care of thvm. The charge thak Che
Japanese ruin the farms is a charge, which, like many others, onc Hears
Ipuu of the closer he wets to the place thru the damage is presumed to have
éggph place, On the whole the Japanese are regarded as good farmers and
good tenants." {p. 148.) :

se'eevsvencns

.
Myth: Japencse farmers evacuated frem the West Coust have stubbornly refused
to rclease trucks and farm machinery for the use of other farmers who decs-
perately nceded such equinment.

_;E Very little of the farm equipment owncd by the Japincse Amcrieans was
G 1e Whvn they were evacuated., By far the greater part of -1t was cither
old o ased to the tenants who took over th: operation of the farms after
the owners departed; On tlay €, 1942, the Farm Seeurity Administration, which
had -charge of the disposal of bvaCu&c-owned farm property, reported that
satisfactory disposals had been made of the machincry on all but thirtcen
farms in Exclusion Area No. 1, It was thoe policy of the FSA to hold thc
machirery on the land to the extent that it was needed to keep the land in
operation,

m l—Jl"j

“ Typical of the grossly exaggerated storie s that nhave been.
the VWest Coast is one reported to the WRA by an implement dealer .

were stending idle. in storage in the Sacramento Valley arca, and.that he,
himself, knew of approximetely 50 idle tractors in 'the city of Sacramento,
A ropre,bntat1Vu of the WRA immcdiately ealled upon the dealer, and asied
him where the tractors werc stored and who was custodian of them, As a re-
sult the dealer admitted that he knew of only four tractors; the rest of
his report had been based on hearsay. : s ;

L3

On ‘another occasion, Senstor Sheridan Downey sent to the WRA office
a copy of a telegram from the Salinas, California, Chamber of Commerce, which
stated that some 500 &rt¢Clbo of farm cquipment, ovned by pv“cupuu, was
stored in that vieinity. The telegram declired that the use of the bnulp—
ment was essential if fhv farmprs of that community were to mcet their food
production gouls. :

5 . & 3

Again, a WRA representative went immediately to the source ef the
rcport and sought the assistance of the Chamber of Commerce in checking the
accuracy of the information. Implement deslers and many others who were
presumed to have knowledge of the equipment wére intarﬁiswed._ This survey
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revealed one trastor, twe listers, a ten-foot ring roller, and a land
chisel which were in storage =- a total of five (not 500) pieces of farm
equipmente The Salinas Chamber of Commerce corrected the erroneous infore
mation given to Senator Downey, in a second telegram to him, which ree
ceived only a fraction of the publicity given to the first,

The report was published in West Coast newspapers that some 33,000
Japanese=owned automobiles were in storage amd, consequently, that more
than 100,000 tires were kept away from persons needing theme An inspection

of the records in the motor vehicle departiments in Washington, Oregon, Calife
fornia, and Arizona revealed that only 32,977 motor vehicles were registered
to Japanese owners before the evacuation; 18,522 of them had been sold
to noneJapanese owners; 3,379 were reglstered to owners whose names were
not included in the evacuation lists (probably voluntary svacueces who
took the cars with them); 879 wsre owmad by Japanese outside of the exclue
sion arcas; and 174 were owned by evacuees released from relocation centers,
Therefore, only 8,923 (not 33,000) vehicles were recorded as owned by
people living in the relocation centers, O0f this number, many had been
loft with dealers to be sold, or returned to dealers by purchasers who
ewned ondy a small equity in them; othsrs had been sold and the sales had
not been recorded, o :

Theso inoidents reveal the mythical character of the evidence used
as a basis for charges that the evacuees stubbornly refused to scll great
quantities of idle equipment, It should also be noted that any reluctance
on the part of the evacuses, to part with such property would have had
considerable justifications MNany of them expecetod to return to their West
Coast homes, and when they rsturned they wanted umachinery to cultlsatc
their land, dnd trucks and cars to be used in their worke

ok koK e sk ok ok

Mythgs The evacuces in the relocation ccntors have beon pampered and code
ETcd while Americans imprisoncd by Japan have ruceived inhuman troatment,

'Factg This chapge, which provided the basis for an espscially vicious come

Poign agoinst the WRA in the early part of 1943, was carcfully investigated
by Governor Maw of Utahe Ilis comment, after o porsonsal tour of the
Central Utah Relocation Center, was reportcd in the Salt Lake City Tri-
bune, of January 16, 1945, as follows§

"These Japanese arc pioncering o projecteee Thoy're not living
the life of Riley and they're not being pampored, It's not luxury when
sdx persons of o family live in o single rooms I found that these :

_thouuando are not getting more than their share of coffes, sugar, mcat,

or any othor commodityes The ration regulations are rigidly adhored to
by tie projeet dirsctor's staff,”

Bvery statement made to support the charge that the evacuces have
been pampered has been proved to be untruse In April, 1943, the War
Relocation Authority issued a memorandum refuting a serics of accusations
published by the Dsnver Post which was spcarhoading the attacks Typical
of the accusations was a statement that WRA hud storsd at Heart Mountain
"bnough food to supply the 10,300 Japs thore for three years, scven months
and two weekse"
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An actual 1nventory ot the center, made two days after the Post state-
ment was published on April 24, rovealed thut the food supply woas suffi-
cient to last only sixbty days, which was the mimimum period for safety.

On July 17, 1943, the War Department and tho War Relocation Authow
rity issued a joint stotement through the Diroctor of War Mobilization
whieh read, in part, as followss "A portion of tho food (used in the
roloeation conters) is produced by the evacuses thoemselves on governmonte
owned or govermmenteleased land within the project arca; some pcrishqbla
cormoditics are purchased locally; cnd practically all other food is
brought through thc Quartermastur Depots of the Army., All rationing
restrictions applicable to the civilian population are strictly followed
end two meatless doys are observed cach wiokees Beef sorved at tho cene
ters is third prade and no fancy meats of cny kind are furnishede The
cost of roeding at The eonturs ovor the past sovaral months has ranged
from 04 to 42 conts Por porson par diye.

The following deseription of a relocation center was written by a
well=known author who investignted the pampering charges in the summer
of 1943:

"You may think you have gotten into on Army camp by mistake, for
the barracks were built accordlnp to Regular Army design and constructione
Truc, they werse built hastily of greun lumber whieh split apurts The
floor bourds arc not close togetheressThe land is silt, so when the dust
storms come, the dust seeps through the creviess into the burracksese

"The barracks are¢ in blockse The bulldlngs have been divided into
topartmentst, and sbout 260 men, wbmen, and children live in an average
blocks The 'upartments! are rooms twonty by twonty-i'ive fect in size,
and femilies of from two to five or more occupy euch.of theme In each
bloek there cre two latrines, one for the men, one for ths womenj one
loundry room, one ironing roome In oach block thore is & mass hall --
for food is supplied by the govermment through the Army Quartermaster
Corps and eating I's communalees

"It is not quite so grim aos it was in the begimning. The cvacuees,
voung and old, hearty and frail, had come from the moderate West Coost
climate to thls dessrt when the tempeorature was 120 degreese The governs
ment had offered thom their rooms, eots, straw with which to muke matte
ressss, and Army blankets. They had no furnituree They ncedecd soap,
brooms, pails, everythinges XNost of them had to make furniture out of
seraps of lumber loft when the barracks wore finishede After a while
those who had furniture at ‘home got some of it moved horee Some got
plyboard from a mail=order h ouse AQd partitioned their apartmentse In
some blocks the men secured air conditioners for the mess hallse ' The
inevitable Jupancse gmrdens began to bloom in window boxes and around
the blocks and betwecn them. Most of thz comfort you sese has bzen created
by the Jopanese thomsclves; it 1s not donctcd by the govermmentesss AT
post, this 1s not the luvish luxury In which mcly of us have hoard that
tho Wor Relocotion Authority has pillowod the JupiniiSCeee

"There is o swirming pool whieh is morely & wide place in the ditche
From the uprourees, I had sxpceted a marble pool with umbrollaeshadsd
tables besids it and livericd weiters serving champagnoe. But it's only
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a ditch and there is no alcoholie beverages of any sort... Indeed, there
isn't oven any sof't drink or candy to be had, as a rulcsssAnd rocreat:.on i
is whatever the people made for ’chenselvbs..." (The Truth About Jap /
Camps, by Maxine Davis, Iiberty Mogozine, Auge 7, 1048e)
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