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Whet the Brethren Cen Do

M)NiZrRAR--The living conditions are far from setisfsctory. The builde
ings ere similer to those et the rormone Palr Greunds end Sents Anits
rece track, The seems in the walls gllow the strong Menzener winds to
come right through. High boots sre e necessity due to severel inches of
loose dust and dirt sbout the premises and meny pe-recns weer gesuze rasgke
for protection. Eech room ie equipped with an 0il hester. ¥eny of the
cwellings are overcrowded. 1In the bechelor qusrters the normsl comrli-
ment is 40 men to & room. vuther qusrters contsin 10 to e room., 1n
several instences different families of mixed company heve hed to occupy
the same room. Although dwellinrs were put up et the rete of one ever:
10 minutee, meny persons hed to sleep in unhested store rooms uron errive
ing et the camp, Bething fecilities were quite insdeguste, running we-
ter was lste in being made availedle &nd two weeks elapsed before hot
wvater wus eveileble,

The food situsiiovn likewise cen be improved upon glthourh 1t is
somewhet more satisfactory. Although the Jepenese prepere thelr foocd
well--they 4o most 211 of the work themselves--the Priends thought they
should heve & lsrger diet of rice end vegetsbles., An offer was msde but
the Superintendent ,kr. Triggs, rebuffed it with the stetement thet there
were plenty of vegetebles end rice. . Incidently rice had been served
only once up to thet time--a few weeks period, .

un the whole the Jepenese have not objected to their treatment by
the govermwent. FReletions ere not particulerly friencly however between
the pald csucesien sesretaries of the camp end the unpeid Jepenese ones,
There are reports thet the csucesisn girls snub the Jepanese,

Under army supervision,"the construction of housing fecilities for
femilies, dining halls, sanitary units, recrestionel centers, hospitel
fecllities, etc., hes been rushed to completion for the reception of the
10,000 evscuees from the cosstsl ares.

SANTA A¥ITA--On the hot, peved parking lot at the Sante Anits race tracks,
thousande of Japanese and Jepenese awericsns are living in frame builldings
while they ere being registered, examined end cered for pending removal
to the lerger inland camps such gs Owens Velley camp.

Although the W.P.A. hae? been designsted to earry -on recrestionsl
ectivities, no progrem hes been initisted es yet. No ceucesiene are
ellowed to enter without specisl permission, It appears &s if this
and other similar camps are merely concentration camps and differ from
the German veriety in thet there hes been no brutslity.
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Iiving conditions gnd the generel morsle ere both very bad here,
Although the first two dsys were the worst there is still much room for
improvement. The first &rrivels were forced to use stebles for sleeplrg
guerters. Meny of the stebles hed been insdequetely hosed out end the
stench wes Quite genersl., Internees were given empty ticks end told to
ril1l them with straw for mettresses, %Fhus they were bedded down, Some
ermy cots were provided in sddition. One‘olootric light buldb was pro-
vided to & stable.

Yew errivels--some with tags about Lhene necks reading “"Examined
and tegged ror Sente Anita“--are given @ property examination end & su-
perficial medicul examinetion, Although most of the children were pro-
perly fed the bottle bables went hungry for a short time. ¥o recrestion
fecilities sre evellsble and no internees mey lesve the grounds for rece
restion, The only outside essistance has heen that of Gene Boothe who
essisted the cemp doctor exemine new-comers,

NEW PRONOUNCEMENTS--On Fridey, Merch 27, curfew went into effect, restric-
ting movements of all enemy sliens to en erea within & radius of five
miles from their homes, excepting se they must go to end fro to business,
school , ehurch or Fereral bulldings. NKone mey be outside their: homes
between the hours of E:00 p.m. &nd 6:0C &.m.

On Sundey, ¥arch 29, ell voluntery evecuetion wes revoked by the
ermy order freezing the movements of enemy sliens, From then on all
evacustion must be strictly under army order.

On ¥erch 31 Japenese farmers end their femilies--237 souls--were
registered, finger printed, tagred end evecusted under army escort, from
stretegic Bainbridge Islano in Fuget Sound snd tsken by special trsin to
the ¥engenar cemp., They had worked in the strawberries and pees ur to
the last moment in order to help ssve the crops for "nstionel defense"
There wes no epperent bitterness in their grief st leaving their honea
ené the lend they lovec. Friends in thie erees heve worked closely with
this group--especieslly the students,

"EXENFTIONS~--By proclamation of General DeVWitt, the followinpg classes
of £xis netionels end Americen-born Jepsnese will be subject to exemp-
tion from future exclusion orders:
l, German end Itelien aliens of 70 or over,
2. ¥embers of family and dependents of Germen and Itelian officers,
enlisted men or commissioned nurses on ective duty in the uU,S.
Army or Nevy; or
3, ¥embers of femily end dependents of German end Itelien officers
who on or before December 7, 1941, died in line of duty with
the ermed services of the U Se
4. Germens end Iteliens who had filed naturslization pepers nnc peid
filing fee on or before December 7, 1841,
5, Those too 11) or incspacitated to be movod without denger to life.
6. Inmetes of orphensges &nd the totelly desf, dumb or blind.
Under these regulstions very few Japenese will be entitled to ex-
emption, One notable exception has been mede locelly 0¥ niset Jepe-
enese leaders have been temporsrily exempted 4n order that they mirht

help the government in the evscustion proceedings, Th ha
o e attha Mmﬁ;m

PROFITEERS--0ne very real problem the Jepanese heve had to fece has

been the determination of unprincipled profiteers to taske edvantepge of
thie emergency situetion and make capitel of the need of the Jepanese
to liguidete their sssets in & hurry. All up and down the coast Friends
heve endeevored to prevent this exploitetion of the helplesrs by counsel
end advice, but in spite of ell efforts there has been & greet loss on
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the part of meny of them. ‘Feer and uhceitninty caused ther to sell for
whatever they could get in numerous ceses,

GOVERNMENTAL PULICY~-Conferring in Sen Francisco with Kilton Eisenhower,
hesd of the w,C.C.A.,, Raymond Booth learned that there are to be construce
ted some dozen or more induction centers, similer to the one &t Sante
£nite, for the temporaery reception of evecuees prior to their definite
re-locetion in inlend camps yet to be built, Beginning lest April 1,
the evecustion will continue daily until =211 of Japenese birth or ene’
cestry ere removed from civilisen 1life for the durastion, As outlined
by ¥r., Eisenhower, the plen of resettlement includes five opportunities;
l. Land subjugstion and 1mprovemont;
2. BSubsistence farming;
3. rublic employment, probebly in defense vork, not eonflicting with
the lebor unions;
4, irivete emplyyment, but not serfdom--voluntary, end perhaps in
a uniform;
6., Community resettlerment without increesing en unfriendly publiec.,

WHAYT ARE TEE FRILNDS' FLANSe-Although the government offered the A.F.S.C,
the oprortunity of complete direction of one of its reception centers,
the Friends refused, seying they wanted no pert in the government's crime,
The possibility of community resettlement is the hope of the Priends,
who feel it to be the vitel point of the whole jpicture end are bending
every effort towerd the sccomplishment of thet sim, 1In addition, they
wish to help countersct & public opinion edverse to minority grouns.
After the war when these Jspanese--perhaps reduced to menisls by that
time--begin to seek employment &t the worst possible time, the iriends
hope to intercede with the govermment in the hope of aiding thelir gssinm-
iletion,.
Concerning community resettlement, the Friends hope thet civilien

bearing boerds will be set up et now rumored and thst internees will be

relessec for ferm re-locetion, They feel thet the Jepanese gre either
an agricultural people or have got to be st this time, If such heering
boaerde would relesce persons into Friends! custody they hope to put them-
on mid-western tenent ferms in Friends and Brethren communities where
possible, Appsrently meny tenant farn houses sre empty becsuse the mem-
bers have woved to defense industries, Locsl Quakers end Brethren ought
to muke & speciel effort to welcome and help the Jspenese, A group of
Friends egre leaving soon for the east and on the trip they hope to in-
vestigete possible sights for such projects: near Mensensr, Parker Dem,
in Indien Reservetions, in Ariszons, Colorado, Iowe, and Uteh where the
new national office of the Japsnese Americen Citizens League ir loceted
end where Senstor Thomass is sympethetic, If necessary lend will be
purchesed for such & project or projects where crops mey be produced
within & year. The army has extended protection to the Barstow farm
colony end will Rikely extend protection to other and future colonies,

The 4£.F.8.C, hopes to heve @ vork camp this summer to help the
Jepanese, Boothe believes thet it will be possible to hsve severel
Jepanese work camps in 1943. A work cemp this summer could be used
especially to train personnel for future assistance and in genersal to
educate work cempers wsem &8s tO the entire minority problem., Such cemps
should include members of minority races.

Reymond Rooth feels that ¥ilton Eisenhower is sincerely trying to
do the best he can with the job et hand, difficult beyond expression,
et the best, He is determined to utillzo 21l Federel egencies which
:re sccustomed to doing sociael work ené planning in an effort to make
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uneite peoulie, for which we are sl1 truly grateful,

Booth feels thet this 4s Anerics's grestest sociel end religious
preblem--cne in which we heve made refugees of our own people.. He slso
feels ihat this evacustion 1s not & mélitary necessity but & reguest
from agricultural interests. Although the induction centers have been
designetec as "processing® points only for ¥anzenar end Perker Dem, it
is his ppinion that they are being constructed for more than temporary
shelters, Even though the most recent govermment pronouncement thst
the longest period of time &ny persons will be kept at these centers is
8ix months, he feels thet that time limit mey be extended indefinitely.
The Pomons center has been planned for 16,000 erd Sente Anite for 17,000,
These will sccomodete all the Jepanese of Los Angeles county in which
reside one-fourth of the Jepsnese populstion of the U,.S,

WHAT THE PRIENDS HAVE DONE AND ARE DIIRG--they heve set up and concduce
ted three temporary hostels for Terminal Island evecuees, They ere
caring for a considereble gmount of personsl property of evscuees from
the Los Angeles and San Diego ereas, The property hus been stored either
in churches or sveilable warehouses, Thirdly, they ere attempting to
tenper the sttitude and plene of the government through negotistions,

EDUCATIONAL PICPURE--The Priends were represented et the conference of
student associstions of the Facific Coest held in Berkeley the week-end
of March 21. Many collepe edministretive officisls elso ettended eng
plans were worked out whéreby efforts would be msde to ensure the cone
tinuance of the educetion of many of the alien young mer &nd women end
80 help to suve the whole ethnic group.,

The Stste Bosrd of kducetion hss shown & fine cooperstive ettitvde
toward the educetlonsl problem and Ceuceslen students heve shown e very
reel interezt in their Jepanese-American fellow students,

A forumer Jepenese student of Esther Rhoecs wee gesisted by scholare
ehi); to lesve for rendle Kill on karch 28,

FOSTEL NeWSe--Becsuse of government evecuation orders both the Norweslk Fostel
eénd Blue Hills heve been vecated end the members interned. Seversl Jep-
enese end Jepanese-Americsn volunteers went to Owens Velley from For.

sythe Hostel on Mondey, March 235, April 1 end 2 their femiliees joined

them there in the homes they helped to build, Althousrh some new famile.

ies have since moved in,the Forsythe Hostel hes only helf the number

now 1t hed e little over & month sgo,

JAPANESE COLONILSgeNost Japsnese who volunterily emigreted from their
homes were well-to-do,. They usuelly have been open-minded psychologically,
Over 20C Japanese settled &t Trinided, Colorsdo., A large number of them
wecn JOUrneyed to Denver, where. s gonsiderable colony elready existed, There
ks 4 have been reports of & elesh between the two fFroupe, the residents feel-
‘*‘””“1ng thet their security hec been endenpered by the newecomers, & grest
number of the Palos Verdes Japsnese fermers heve coloniged in Arizong,
forming the Japanese Cooperstive Farm Inc. The government hss announce
ed that 10,000 more will be re-located on ferms in the Gile River Indien
reservation, 50 miles southeest of fhoenix, At the present time there
are 30 persons at the Berstow farm colony.
I asked D.C.Gnagy to visit the Fresler Velley Jepanese Settlement
eight miles esst of Strathmore. Fe and Cheimer Johnson have submitted
the following fects after & recent visit there,
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* The @director is George Takenspa, Box ¥, Stratlmore. The colony
consiste of 143 persons; mostly women, 12 old people, 45 gremngr &nd
nhigh school students, end 15 pre-school children., They heve leasad
640 scres of rocky but tillsble lend, from e Csucesien, Mr, Sutto,

One hundred scres heve slreedy been planted to sguesh, potetoes snd to-
metoes, More 1s being put in es repidly as Sutto beils the hey which is
now on the lend. There are 10 buildings in two different locetions con-
sisting of dormitories, machine sheds, mess houses, etc, Water pumvs
for irrigation sre instelled on the property. ¥The leasees own their
own ecuipment which was trensported fpom their former homes neer Los
Angeles, where they had been ferming 190C scres as separsate families
with 40-50 ecres per femily. They ere now living cooperstively,

When Gnery and Johnson errived the adults were working in the field
end carpentering, while many of the 20 youngeters who have not gzone
bsck to school as yet were playing ping pong. Kr, Tskenasrs welcomed
them to return end seamed to preetly sppreciste their offer of help and
cooperetion, He asked for D.C.Gnegy's eddress, .

WHAT TEL RBVETHREN CAYX D)-<£lthough there are & number of things thst
the Brethren csn end shoulé do, both alone end in cooperation with the
Friends, I wish here to suggest only three. =~
1, If possible meke scholerchips aveileble to N¥cPherson and ¥anchester
Colleges for Jspanese student evescuees,
2., Investipe'e western end mid-western communiiies for possible re-
location settlements; and take steps both with the government
and with those comrunities for.the resettlement of smell groups
if 4t becomes possible.
3. Investipgate the poesibilities of plecing newv teschers and those
who hsve or misht lose their jobs,in any new Jspanese settlements,
This may be done by writing to Weshington D.C.
Pevsonnel Jept M i
{ M e anage men i
&FC"Pf 5 e S Respectfully submitted by
Washingtin Relrh E. Smeltzer
Brethren Service Committee Represen-
tative to “ork with the Friends upon
this Prodblen 3
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