Em %%%:
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said Luca, whose parishioners will
hold a meeting Monday night to
discuss the expansion. “Our peo-

ple are quite generous. They know
we're trying to prepare for the-
growth we're seeing and for what-

we'll see in the next:15°years, in
stead of having'a wsmm.umww reac
tiontoit.”

: County officials mxﬁmnﬁ Smmﬁmus

Howard’s population to grow 60 .
percent in the next 10 years, while
eastern :Howard -is predicted - to-:

grow bu 22 percent. By 2020, plan
ners say, western Howard’s popu
lation will soar from mcoﬁ 30, ooo
{0 70,000.

At St H.o&m the nosmnmmmsg

has within the last two years ex-:
ceeded the 850-seat capacity the”
church “was designed to hold in

1980, During that two-year period,
700 families joined, bringing with

them about 230 ogaamu, mMmm 3

and4. :
The vmzm: mosooH smm, mdoc,ﬁ
450 children ‘in kindergarten

through eighth grade — twice a5

many as two years ago — and a

waiting list of at least 5 students

per grade for many of the lower
grades. The number of students in
religion classes has doubled from
about 500 to more than 1,260,
"That is reflective, church lead-

ers say, of growing Catholic popu--

lations in suburban counties.”

- In Howard County, the number
of Catholics hag grown almost 150
percent in the last 20 years; in Car-
roll County, about 200 percent;in
Frederick County, about 152 per-
cent; and -in. Harford .County,
mcocﬁ 85 percent.

We're Seeing:. woc:ms... wmoEm
Eo&:m ‘out to Howard ogs@pn.
droves, and that's showing-in: our

, vmov_m ._

.m_soum_ $1 million for a new facility.
is weil 'worth the. money: dmamcmm_w
“they would gain almost 400 more-

‘could be zmon as

—gion,®

m&m ‘par mEon,ma... Bill
Farmer of Ashton. “When it’s that

‘tight, it's hard for vmoEm to get
- that much out of the " Mass when
“.”woc re pushing, trying to get in.”

‘Some parishioners say the ad

seats. The old. sﬁmgo space &mo”.

- But: Haom mm& %m nmgﬁﬂos

-option shouid also be considered.

Many -older parish. members, he
said, have emotional attachment..
o the old church and don't Emsﬁ

'to seeit hastily replaced.

“People, have’ gotten -married

‘there. They've had.relatives. bur-
-ied here,” he sald. {There are a lot
_of memories, and we:have: {o be
“careful not to trample’on people’ m
‘mﬁmowsmnﬁmeogmowﬁnwa

< Some in the Bomsw, 8839.&3

"and retail businesses along Route
32 and Ten Oaks Road near the
-"church say they believe they will

prosper- n.oE_.ﬁ: chureh’ mxwmu...

“Their_traffic patterns:are on
Sundays,and our w_.z_mEmmm is-dur-

ing the week,:so itiwouldn't have
_#any ill effeet on me,”'said Stephen

--Kaffl, owner of the Clarksviile-Au-:
s+ to Center on'Ten Oaks Road. #The"

‘George ‘Miller, ' who' owns ﬁwm..,.

‘Ten Oaks Gallery, added: “I can't.

would ‘be op-
posed tothe parish expanding b
eause it's *the Catholic - Chure
That’s a big one to oppose.”




| -spokesran - with: the - Balilmore”

archdiocese. “Howard ‘County’ is

the best’ mowEm of the meomzm :

growth we're experiencing in thi
Owﬁ._omn Church,’
At St. Louis,”which stretches

from Cooksville to Highlang, the’
memberghip - is “belng . increased’

mostly by young working profes-
sionals ‘with school-age children
who are moving to OOEEQQ m
River Hill village.. & &

“If you come to ahy of our mmg-
ices, you will hear babies crying
and see Kids running about,” Luca
said, “It says there’s life. Hsﬂd 8
EEE and hope.”

~ The parish’ oo:mcu wmm cmms,,
planning for the 'expansion for’

about & year, Earlier this year, .a
Baltimore -consulting firm identi-

fied the church’s greatest needs”

througha n:mmsonsmﬁm and then
designed sketch plans.”

-In February, the parish® UE.-
_chased a neighboring 13¢-acre par-
cel to expand. Much of the land
would be used’ for 300 more
parking spaces. Leaders held two
meéetings this spring to inform pa-
Ew?ommam ofthe proposals.

Building the new $3 million fa-
cility, some church leaderssay,
~would open up space for class-

rooms, meeting areas and provide

a.total of about 1,000 seafs. Al-
ready, the school uges a mobile
trailer for art classes, and some of

the church’s 50 groups meet else-
where amnm:mm gm Emmsum mvmam.._

is fulk,
E _._Hwamamm Orams.:mm E._a Mmmgw
:Eamwm_ mﬁwﬁ Mass has soamm of

7_ q\ 7/47




