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Historica1  Background

Two  ingredients  inf1uence  the  architecture  of  a particular  region  or

town:  environment  and  peop1e.  Environment  governs  economic  activity  which

in  turn  determines  the  types  of  structures  which  are  built.  The  terrain  of

the  environment  dictates  the  varieties  of  materials  availab1e  for  construc-

tion.  Likewise  the  people  with  their  ethno-cultural  backgrounds  and  mechani-

cal  or  professional  skills  will  utilize  the  fruits  of  the  environment  to  pro-

duce  homes  for  themselves  and  their  economic  pursuits.  In  so doing  they  will

employ  styles  and  building  techniques  which  are  collectively  known  as  archi-

tecture.

In  most  towns  many  people  of  diverse  backgrounds  and  vocational  train-

ing  who  are  embarking  upon  a variety  of  economic  ii"iterests  wH1  accomplish

the  architectural  decor.  Laurel,  Mary1and,  1ocated  on  the  Patuxent  River  in

the  northernmost  part  of  Prince  George's  County,  is  an  exception  to  this  rule.

It  is  an  exception  because  one  family,  the  Snowdens,  and one  economic  activity,

a mill,  largely  determined  the  course  of  its  architectural  development  dciring

its  first  half-centurys

The  Snowden  family  dominated  Laurel  because  all  of  the  land  in  the  area

was contrdilled  by them  from  earliest  times*  In the  sixth  generation  Nicholas

(1)

A small  settle-Snowden  would  erect  a grist  mill  on  the  Patuxent  about  1811.

ment  would  begin.  It  i-emained  for  Nicholas'  son-in-law,  Cob  Horace  Capron,  to

expand  this  enterprise  into  a  large-sca1e  industry  which  would  dominate  the

town  prior  to  the  Civil  War.

The first  Snowden,  Richard,  "The  Immigrant"  came from  !/ales  in 1658 and

patented  New Birmingharn  Manor (12J8  acres)  1ocated  on the Patuxent"'s  upper

reaches  in Anne  Arunde1  County,  then  tt'ie  liinterland  of  the  Province  of  Mary-

(2)

land.  This  Ricliard's  graridson,  Richard,  "The  Ironmaster",  would  establish  a
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foundry  utilizing  iron  ore  deposits  on  Birmingham  Manor  during  the  first

half  of  the  18th  centuryi+  Along  with  farming  it  would  provide  the  source  of

(3)
the  family's  wealth.  Additiona1  purchases,  convenient  marriages  and primo-

geniture  would  cause  the  lands  to  more  than  double  over  five  generations*

However,  upon  the  death  of  Major  Thomas  Snowden  of  "Montpelier"  the  vast

holdings  were  to  be  div  ded among  h s widow  Ann  R dgely  and h s four  l v  ng

ch ldren  Richard  Thomas  Nicholas  and Mary  During  the  seventh  generat  on

the  Snowden  empire  would  be  obliterated.  Upon  the  death  of  bachelor  Thomas  the

lands  would  be  sold  in order  to assure  equal  division  of the  assets  between  his

many heirs;  Mary  Snowden  Herbert,  his  sister,  and the  twelve  children  of  brother

(5)
Nicholas.  Mary's  lands  would  be  divided  among  her  several  children.

Major  Thomas  Snowden's  lands  encompassed  a large  portion,  about  30,000

acres,  of the  Patuxent  River  valley  in Anne  Arundel,  Howard,  Montgomery  and

Prince  George's  Counties.  Nicholas'  share  of the  real  estate,  about  6,000  acres,

were  1arge1y  in  Prince  George's,  situated  along  t)ie  Patuxent  and stretching

(6)

from  the  Montgomery  County  1ine  eastward  toward  present-day  Boiyie,  Maryland.

When Nicholas  built  his  grist  mill  in  1811  it  was  not  his  intention  to  found

a town,  as was  the  pattern  established  by so many eritrepreneurs  before  and

after  hiin  in  other  regionsi,

In  the  early  years,  settlement  was  1imited  to  a few  rude  huts  around  the

mill.  To the  east  on the  new Balttmore-Washington  Turnpike,  a tavern  served  as

(7)

a way-station  for  the  stage  lines.  The eventual  conversion  of  the  mill  to

the  manufacture  of yarn  and then  cotton  cloth,  the  death  of  Nicholas  Snoviden

in 1831,  and the  entry  of  Co1 Horace  Capron  on the  scene  brought  industry  on

a large  scale  and the  expansion  of  the  area  into  a town.

According  to  locai  tradition  the  locality  of  the  mill  was  known  as  "The

Laurel"  because  of the  abundance  of  that  native  shrub  on  the  high  banks  of  the
(8)

Patuxent.  The Washington  Branch  of  the  Baltimore  and Ohio  Railroad  was opened
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(9)

from  Bait  more(Relay)  to  Wash ngton  n 1835
(10)

established  and  named Laurel  Factory Earl  er  service  had been  pro

n 1837  a post  off  ce was

v  ded from  Vansv  lie(Beltsv  lle)  to the  south  on  the  Turnpike

The  structures  of Laurel  Factory,  bes des  the  cotton  m 11,  ncludeid

houses  for  the  workers  a res  dence  for  N cholas  Snowden,  a meet  ng  place

and three  houses  of  worsh  p A smaller  m 11 was  later  added  n bu  lding  these

structures  a nat  ve  redd  sh brown  stone  was  used  for  the  walls  A few  bricks

were  also  burned  fromelocal  clay  An  adequate  supply  of t mber  prov  ded beams

and planks  for  the  roofs  and  floors  Tliese  fru  ts  of  the  1abor  of  the  early

res  dents  were  solid  funct  onal  bu  ld ngs,  the  ma)ority  of  wh ch have  lasted

to  th s time
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-STRUCTURES EXAMINED Jffll

1. ' Laurel  Mills  ca. 181 l - ca.  1855

2.  MNI Workers'  Houses  ca. 1811 - ca.  1850

3*  Snowden-Capron  House  cat  1802 (?)
(Superintendent's  House)

l*.  Assembly  Hall  18'+0

5.  Methodist  Church  18j+2

6.  St.  Mary  of  the  Mills

Roman Catholic  Church  1843

7.  Avoridale  Mill  Cab  1

8.  St.  Philip's  Episcopal  Church  18!+8

Destroyed

Destroyed

Destroyed

Destroyed

OTHER STRuCTURES*  aaama

ca.  1850

2.. Avondale  Street  Hcuses  (2 or 3) Ca*  181+5

3.  Residence  on Main Street
next  to  Odd  Fellows'  Hall ca.  1860

j+.  Odd Fellows'  Hall 1860

* Subsequently  discovered  during  this  study,  but  not  treated  by  it,
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-rhe  Lau  rel  ia'iil1,  1 ooki  ng y,iest  f rom Ninth  St reet.
To  the  right  is  the  Patuxent  River.  (Date  of photo-
graph  ciriknovyn,)

Laurel  Mil  l looking  north.  The  river  is  located

behind  the  buildings.  (Date  of  photograph  unkriown.)
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11.

t

The  Laurel  Mill

A, 7

James  Albert  Clark,  Editor  of  the  Free Quil1,  stated  in  his  historica1

sketch  of  18%  that  Nicholas  Snowden  erected  a stone  mill  just  below  the  dam

site  as  early  as  1811  This  was  a flour  mill  which  served  tt'ie  farmers  of  the

are@,  and it-s output  was taken  by wagon to Elkridge  Landing  on the Patapsco
(1)

River  for  shipment. Later  Snowden  leased  the  grist  mill  to  WN1iam  Johnson

in  182+  for  a term  of  12 years  and  during  this  period  Johnson  converted  it

into  a factory  for  spinning  cotton  yarn.  This  yarn  was  also  shipped  to  Elk-

(tf(.'4  a% rra u

ridge  for  -spinriing  elsewhere.  "Some  years  later"  the  first  loom  for  weaving

(2)

cloth  was  introduced  and  a brick  building  was  erected  for  this  purpose.

The  proceedings  of  the  Maryland  High  Court  of  Chancery  give  a slightly

different  story.  On March  13,  1830  William  Johnson  and John  Watson,  partners

trading  as  John  14atson  and  Company,  entered  into  an  eight  year  lease  with

Nicholas  Snowden  for  the  "cotton  factory,  grist  mill  and  saw mill  house  and

(3)
!+O or 50 acre-field  on which  it stands  contiguous  to the factory."  The

leasees  agreed  to carry  65,COO fire  insurance,  of which  !'3,800  was for  the

mills  and !21200 covered  tlie  house  in which  Johnson  was 1iving

Johnson  and  Watson  had appealed  to  the  Chancery  Court  because  they  had

not  feed  the  lease  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  within  the  prescribed  period,

and  in  the  meantime  Nicho1as  Snowden  had died.  The  court  ordered  that  this

(5)
lease  be  put  into  effect.  The  date  and  terms  of  this  transaction  do  not  agree

with  historian  Clark's  information,  ho'.vever  the  parties  are  the  same.  It  may be

that  an earlier  lease  existed  between  Snowden,  Johnson  and  Watson;  but  it  haS

not  been  'locatedii  When Nicho1as'  Snowden's  lands  were  divided  among  his  widow

and twelve  chi1dren  in 183!+,  the mini property  consisting  of 93 acres  valued

at 625,000  was 1eft  intact  and held  by al1 of his  heirs.  The annual
(6)

under  the  Wmiam  Johnson  lease  was  fourteen  hundred  dollars.

income
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The Laurel  Mil  l and mi11  dam,  looking  west.  In  the
far  distance  of tt'ie  color  pi"ioto  may be  seen  the  re-

mains  of  the  ciam,



In 1836  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary1and  incorporated  the  Patuxent  Com-

pany  for  the  purposes  of  manufacturirig  and se11ing  cotton,  iron  and other

articles.  Associated  with  Horace  Capron  in this  venture  were  his  boother-in-law,

a who1esale  cotton  merchant  of Baltimore.

(9)

Edward  Snowden;  his  brother-in-law-%-mar-r-ai*ge,  Dro  Theodore  Jenkins;  W. C.
(7)

Shaw;  A.  E.  Hall;  and O,  C,  Tiffany,

(8)

The capitalization  was to be 6200,000  with  shares  valued  at 0100 each.

Horace  Capron  was  born  in Attleboro,  Massachusetts  in  1801+ and was

raised  in  Whitesboro,  New York,  where  he  worked  in  his  father's  cotton  mN1.

In  1829  he was superintendent  of the  Printing  Cloth  Works  in Warren,  Baltimore

County,  Maryland.  After  this  factory  burned,  Capron  was  employed  at  the  Savage

Factory,  a few  mi1es  north  of  Laurel  Factory  on  the  Little  Patuxent  Riverii
%-

Ho7ace Capron  married  Louisa  Snowden  at "Montpelier"  on June  5,  18%,  about
(to)

the  time  that  the  estate  of her  father,  Nicholas,  was  being  settled.

Because  of  the  lack  of  records  from  the  Patuxent  Company  and  the  absence

of a recorded  case  on  Nicholas  Snowden  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  records

(Snowden  died  intestate),  the  intricacies  of the  ownedship  and  financing  of

the  mil1  operation  under  Capron's  regime  are  nebulous.  In  general,  the  con-

clusion  may  be  reached  that  it  was  Snowden  money  which  Capron  was  using.  As

heiress  to half  of  the  vast  Thomas  Snowden  estate,  Mary  Snowden  Herbert  indi-

cated  to the  Court  of  Chancery  that  Capro:i,  the  estate's  executor,  had her  per-

(11)

mission  to  invest  the  funds  in  the  mil'l  enterprise. As  indicated  ear1ier,

( €2)

funds  of  Edward  Snowden  and Theodore  Jenkins  were  fnvolved.

A substantial  investment  was  involved  in  the  mill  exparision  anaconstruction

of  the  Assemb1y  Hail  and the  workers'  houses*  In  18!+6 a large  four-story  machine

shop  for  the  manufacture  of cotton  tnachinery  was  bui1t  on  Main  Street  at  a

cost  of  forty-seven  thousand  do1!ars.  Altiiough  business  was good,  the  large

initial  cost  of  coristruction  and equi)in'ient  contributed  to  its  almost  immediate

(13)
failure.

While  engaging  in manufacturing,  Capron  apparently  spent  large  sums on
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(14)

fertilizer  to  improve  the  worked-out  agricultural  lands  inherited  by  his  wife.

His  efforts  at creating  a model  farm  attracted  attention  for  over  a decade

(15)

among  agricultural  circ1es  and  leading  farm  journals. According  to  Mr*  Clark

of  the  Free  Qui11,  commenting  upon  Capron's  eventua1  total  financia1  embarass-

ment  with  reference  to  the  mill  enterprise,  "it  is  claimed  by others  that  the

extravagance  in  the  large  farm  was  the  cause,  and,  assuredly,  those  who  claim

(16)

both  did  it,  must  be  nearer  righti," In  18Li9  creditors  pushed  Capron  to  the

wail  O.  C.  Tiffany's  Baltimore  firm  bid  in  the  mill  and  continued  to  operate

(17)
it.  During  the  same  year  Louisa  Snowden  Capron  died  and  her  husband  left

(18)

Laurel  Factory  shortly  thereafter,  never  to  return.

The  mil1  continued  to  have  a spotty  history.  Tiffany's  son,  wlio  succeeded

During  the  ear1y  1920's

Capron,  soon  failed  in  the  enterprise.  Operations  were  suspended  during  the

(19)

early  years  of the  Civil  !Jar and again  in 1870.
(20)

the  property  was  sold  twice.

(21)

were  torn  down.

In the  mid-19LlO's  the  abandoned  buildings

Today  the  site  is  owned  by  the  City  of  Laurel  and  the  municipa1  swimming

pool  is  located  there.  Only  the  end  wa11s  of  the  dam and  mil1  race  remain  as

mute  reminders  of  the  industry  which  gave  birth  to  the  towns  Such  was  the  fate

of  a factory  wiiich,  in  Capron's  time,  had a weekly  output  of  60,000a  yards  of

(22)

cloth,

Be  Architectural  Cominent

Undated  photographs  of the  Laurel  Mill  iridicate  that  it  was a series  of

structures  buiR  end-to-end  , stretching  from the dam downriver  to  the  junction

of  Ninth  Street  (Yellow  Row) and Main Streets  Five  separate  units,  apparently

built  at different  times,  cornprised  the main biiock.  Facing  Ninth  Street  an

additional  brick  structure  was  located  on  the  river  side.

The 1argest  unit  of the  main  biock  was brick.  The others  appear  to be  of

the  same  material  although  it  is  aifFicolt  to  determine  tt'iis  from  the  picture.
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The  main  unit  had  a square  tower  running  the  full  height  of  the  structure,

topped  by an open  belfry.  In appearance  these  structures  represent  the  typical

factory  buildings  of  the  mis-1soolS.  The  walls  were  built  with  protruding

columns  to  give  extra  strength  for  support  of  the  heavy  machinery.  Multip1e

fenebtration  provided  the  necessary  1ight  for  the  workers,  but  drapes  were

placed  on  all  of  the  windows  to  block  out  the  blinding  sun  if  necessary.

Whether  any  portion  of  Nicholas  Snowden's  grist  mill,  or  William  John-

son's  operation  remained  into  the  20th  century  is  unknown.  The  photographs

cause  doubt  that  they  did.  These  structures  appear  to be  ones  of  the  vintage

of the  Patuxent  Company,dating  from  the  1835-1850  period.  There  is  record  of
(23)

a disastrous  firzin  7855.  To what  extent  the wails  of the mini  had to be

rebui1t  at  that  time  is  open  to  conjecture.

The  Laurel  Mill  was  simi1ar  in  appeai-ance  to  every  other  mill  of  its

type  and  period.  A11  mills  were  functional  structures  and  the  work  being

done  inside  determined  the  exterior  appearance.  Although  the  structure

could  have  been  designed  by  an  arct'iitect,  it  is  believed  that  an experienced

mill  superintendent  couid  have  produced  tlie  p1ans  and  supervised  the  construction.

The  absence  of  the  mi11  company  records  leaves  this  question  permanently  in

doubt  it
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70L!-706  Th'iain Street

7 'i 2--/lli  Mai n St reet

THE  MILL  HOUSES

I 708-7?O t-lain  Streat



703 Main Street

803-801  Main Street
i

707 Main Street

Bailt  by James  Gary  in 1843,

715 Main Street
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875 Main  Street 811-809  Main  Street

821-819  Main  Street

Constructed  in  two  parts.  Be1 ieved

e of early  19th  century  con-

structiori.  'T'iie  oldest  house  in  Laurel.

1,
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Ill.

The  Mill  Workers'  Houses

A,  Backqround

The  most  prominent  reminders  today  in  the  City  of  Laurel  of  their

vanished  industry  are  the  mil1  v'orkers'  houses.  Of the  twelve  pre-Civil

b/ar  structures  remaining,  eleven  are  grouped  on  the  west  end of  Main  Street

and the  other  one  is  on  Ninth  Street  (Yel1ow  Row).

During  the  early  years  of  Nicholas  Snowden's  grist  mill  there  were

apparent1y  a few  log  cabins  nearby,  being  used  as  living  quarters  for  wor-

(l)

kers.  The  oldest  of  the  houses  standing  today  is  located  at 819-821  Main

Street,  across  from  the  site  of  the  latter-day  cotton  mill.  Some  popular

(2)

accounts  claim  that  it  was  built  as  early  as  1802.  If  the  IEJI  date

attributed  to  the  grist  mill  is  correct,  it  highly  unlikely  that  any  structure

of  this  size  and  cost  would  have  been  built  on  this  site  before  the  mill

operation  was  expanded.  The  ear1iest  reference  to  what  is  presumed  to  be this

structure  is  the  Villiam  Johnson  agreement  with  Nicho1as  Snowden  in  1830,
(3)

which  provided  !:}1,200  fire  insurance  coverage  for  the  house.

The  remainder  of  the  mN1  houses  were  most  likely  constructed  in  the

period  1835-18-'i5  after  the  incorporation  of the Patuxent  Company and its

expansion  of  the,  business.  A record  exists  as  to the  origin  of  one  of  these
l'ii;-b!)

!iouses,  howevei-*  On Ju1y 20,  18'+3, Horace  Caprori  agreed  that  James S. Gary  J(i
age> ('+)  ( (5;(.)

s!iould  constrcict  a house  on his  land at  what  is nOlA/  207 Main  Street.

In  iarn,  Gary  was given  a 99-year  lease  on the  property.  The  reasons  for

this  ai-rangement  are  unknown.

The  greatest  mystery  surrounding  the  rnill  houses  is  their  numbers  Twelve

survive  today.  On the  Martinet  Map of  1861 there  are  23 structures  which

could  have fallen  in this  category.  A writer  in 181+5 indicated  that  there
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900 t4ain Street

Looking  east  OlTh i4ain  Street  frcm

Ninth  Street.  The  Lavrel  Mi?1  site

is  behind  the  photographer,

t  Va

House  on  Ninth  Street  -  na  numbei-.

Loca'fed behind Pallotti  I-ligh Schoril.

Vie"i  North  on  Church  Street

tovi,ird  Main  Street,
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(6)

yB7B  "50  blocks  of two story  stone  houses,  each  competent  for  four  families.

This  number  seems  to be  an exaggeration  on the  part  of the  reporter.  Laurel

I11ustrated  agrees  with  this  position.  Their  estimate  (189f+)  of the  popu-

lation  would  place  the  number  of  structures  c1oser  to the 23 indicated  by
(7)

the  map,

These  houses  are  all  privately  owned today  and some  of them  have  been  con-

verted  to single  family  dwellings.

B,  Architecture

Of the  twe1ve  pre-Civfl  War houses  standing  today  only  one  is  frame

(703  Main  Street).  Three  are  brick,  two stucco,  and the  remainder  are  of

native  stone  construction.  The most  interesting  factor  is  that  no  two of

them are  identical,  which  leads  to a conclusion  that  they  were  buHt  over  a

protracted  period  time  as funds  were  avai1able  or the  work  force  increased.

r The most identical  of the group are those at 70J+-712 Main  Street.  These  three

blocks  are  stone  and of the  same over-all  dimensions,  however  there  are  tvio

basic  variations.  Number  70!+-706  has windows  on the  third  floor  in  the  gable

ends, which are not repeated  in the other  two biocks.  The structure  at 712-714

has three  interior  chimneys  rather  than  the  large  brick  chimneys  proti-uding

from  the  end waHs,  as  is  the  case  of the  other  two*

Two of the  houses  fall  in a category  by themselves.  Number  707 Main

Street,  built  by James Gary,  is a tall,  24 story  stone  st.ructcire  with  four

small  half-windows  under  the  eaves,  both  front  and back.  This  feature  is  seen

n Greek  Rev val structures  n upper  New York  State  and  n the Midwesfa  but  s

rare  n Pr nce George s County  Maryland  The other  unusua1  structure  819-821

Ma n Street  s the  oldest  Of br ck on a stone  foundat  on  t was  the  only

one to be bu 1t  n two parts  at separate  tiines  wo large  square  chimneys  are



located  in  the  center  of  the  building.

Some  of  the  mill  houses  have  had modern  dormer  windows  added  and one

9(;  .,1

(815  Main  Street)  has steel  window  frames  of  modern  design.  Number  ';  Main

Street,  constructed  of  brick,  is  the  only  full  three-story  structure  in  the

groupi+

These  mil1  houses  are  representative  of the  plain  dwelling  built  by and

for  the  working  class  in the  first  half  of the  19th  century  by competent  car-

penters  and stonemasons.  They  are  unusual,  however,  because  they  were  designed

to  provide  1iving  space  for  four  families  each.  In  an area  such  as  Laure1,  this

would  be  indicative  o'f the  fact  that  they  were  buiit  as  company  housirig.
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SNOWDEN-CAP"r,ON  HOUSE

The  sriiokehouse  (R)  may  be  seen  in  the

above  photo  immediately  to  the  right

of  tlis  hocise,

i
Snoi-id  en-  Cap  ron

in  1957,  The
added  after

converit.

House  pricr  to destruction

modern  frarrie  viing  at 1eft  vtas

1917 siihen it was cised as a



IV[.

Snowden-Capron  House

A.  Background

The Snowden-Capron  House  was  1ocated  on Church  (Eighth)  Street  across

from  St,  Mary  Of the  Mil15  Roman  CathO1  iC  ChurCh.  Facing  north  tOWard  the

river,  it  commanded  a view  of the  mi11  site  and  the  surrounding  Patuxent

Valley.

A1though  his  home was  located  severa1  miles  to  tlie  southeast  at "Mont-

pel  ier",  Nicholas  Snowden  was  supposed  to have  built  this  house  after  his
(1)

mil'l  operation  was  launched  in  1811.  Most  1ikely  this  house  was  erected  as

a convenient  place  to stay  when  the  mil1  business  demanded  a large  portion

of the  owner's  time,  After  Nicholas  Snowden's  death  in 183]  it  was  to be the

residence  of the  Caprons.  !/hen  Capron  1eft  Laurel  Factory  it  became  the

C property  of the  mill  company  and  in  successive  years  it  was  the  residence

(2)

of the  mill  superintendent.

In 1917 St,  Mary"s  purchased  the  property  for  school  use and  it  served

as a convent  until  it  was destroyed  in 1957 to make way for  the  new Pallotti

(3)

High  School  and Convent.  The on1y  reminder  of this  landmark  of ear1y  Laurel

Factory  is the  smokehouse,  a substantial  stone  structure  which  was  left  stand-

ing  in  the  garden  beside  the  school.

B.  Arcl'iitecture

The Snowden-Capron  House  was a T-shape  structure  of stone  and frame

construction,  On the  surface  it  would  appear  that  the  top  of the  "T",  which

was of  stone  construction,  would  have  been the  original  part  of the  house,

The base  of the  "T",  built  of wood,  extended  to the  north  toward  the  river.

It  may be that  Nicholas  Snowden  built  the  original  section,  with  Capron

adding  the  frame  section.

ln tnany ways,  howevei-,  t)ie  structure  could  be  regarded  as  a single  entity,

The bracket  ng on the  gable  end of the stone  house  tlie  f at arch  windows  on



the  thi  rd  1evel  and the  fancy  brickwork  of  the  chimneys  tend  to date  the  house

after  1831  the  date  of  snowden's  death,  On the  other  hand,  it  is possible

that  the  stone  section  could  have  been  "modernized"  when the  frame  portion  was;:=

added.

The  total  structure  could  be dated  from  the  18L!01s.  In general  appearance

t  s very  sim  Jar  to  some of the  country  villas  pcrtrayed  (minus  the"ginger

bi-ead")  in  the  architectural  style  book  of  A J Downing  pub  ished  in 1850

The Snowden-Capron  House  was  a significant  structure  in  that  it  portrayed  the

deve4opment  of  domestic  architecture  from  the  Georgian-Federa?,  which  is  so

[c

predominant  in Maryland,  into  the  ecceltic  phase  of the  Revival  period,  Since

the  other  major  structures  of Laure1  Factory  were  eithe  industrial  or

ecc1esiastical  related,  tliis  house  was  the  one  transitional  1 ink  with  the

many  post-Civil  War Victorian  houses  in Laurel  today.
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ASS  E!!iBLY  kiALL

Photo  taken  in  1912 by Robert
5Bdler.
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The  Assemb1y  Hal1  or "Assembly  Rooms','  as  it  is  labeled  on Simon

of  Assemb1y  and Eighth  (Church)  Streets.  This  facility  was constructed

2

by  the  Patuxent  Company  in  181+O as  a part  of  their  paternalistic

approach  to  the  employees*

The  hall  served  as  a social  center  for  the  town  until  the  Academy

(3)

of  Mus c was bu  it  n €879 After  that  t  shared  the  honors  The  early

worship  serv  ces  and the  organ  zat  onal  meet  ng  of  St  Phi1  p s Par  sh

were  held  there  Perhaps  the  highlight  of  the  structure  s ex st6nce

came  when  Pres  dent  Zachary  Taylor,  the  hero  of  the  Mex  can  War  came

to  visit  Laure1  Factory  in  181+9 as  the  guest  of  its  'first  citizen,  Col.

Horace  Capron.  After  being  entertained  in  the  Capron  home,  General  Taylor

was  greeted  by  the  townspeople  at  the  Assembly  Hall  where  he  shook  hands

(5)
with  all  in  attendance.

Competing  facilities  and hard  times  for  the  mi11  caused  the  Assembly

Ha11  t6 be  abandoned.  The  Sadler  photograph  indicates  its  neglect.  Under

a head1ine  entitled  "St.  Mildred's  Academy  Expanding",'  the  Laurel  Leader

in 1919  stated

The  bui1ding  known  as  the  "assembly  rooms"  wi11  be  torn

down,  and on  its  site  and  the  balance  of the  Jot  to Main  Street

will  be erected  a new building  for  class  rooms,  etc."  (6)

The  exact  date  of  destruction  is  unknown,  however  the  Laurel  Leader

(7)
four  years  1ater  reported  the  official  opening  of St.  Mildred's  Hall

The  on1y  contemporary  reminder  of  this  1andmark  is  block-long  Assemb1y

Street  between  Eighth  (Church)  and Ninth  (Ye11ow  Row) Streets*
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B,  Architectura1  Comment

The  only  record  of  the  appearance  of  the  Assembly  Hall  is  the  Sadler

photograph  taken  in  1912. A two-story  structure  approximately  20lxl+6'

in  dimension,  it  was  constructed  of  brick  resting  on  a stone  rubble

foundation.  This  combination  of  materials  was  used  in  some  of  the  mill

workers'  houses.  The  slope  of  the  terrain  to  the  north  and  west,  and the

presence  of two windows in the foundation  of the south wa1l  in5icate  that

The  twin  sing1e  front  doors  provided  a practical  solutio-n  for  a ='-C'C

functional  building.  One  door  led  directly  onto  the  main  floor,  while
['l  :"-' t 1

the  other  provided  access  to  a stairway  to  the  hal1  on  the  second  floor.  iaa
J

By providing a second floor, rather than a gaNery or balconies, two OAJ),..(8)
separate  events  could  be held concurrently.  The exterior  door to the  o'j,2.," ,,,=

stairway  saved  valuable  floor  space.  "  '

In appearance the structure evidences the Gothic Revival irifluence.l,I)l:i,,,  a.
Standard  12-pane  windows  appear  on the  first  level  while  those  on the  (Jxbi

over  the  windows  on  both  floors.  No  keystones  are  pi-esent  and  the  sills

An  unusual  feature  of  the  facade  is  the  use  of  a built-up  stepped  ,

gab1e in the sty1e  of the "Stone  Church"  (This feature  is also  repeated  I,  I

on the west end.) In addition there is a rectangular recessed panel in the ,,11,.,

brickwork  at top center.  The severity  of this  treatinent,  as well as that  -'-!='  #:'i

of  the  austere  framing  of  the  doors  witli  a  plain,  broad  architrave,  suggests

the  Greek  influence.  The  proportions  of  the  facade,  it  being  tall  ana narrow,

By  providing  a second  floor,  rather  than  a gaNery  or  balconies,  two

(8)
The  exterior  door  to  the

stairway  saved  valuable  floor  space.

judging  from  their  thinness,  are  of  wood  rather  than  stone.

on  the  west  end.)  In  addition  there  is  a rectangular  recessed  panel  in  the

are  not  in  the  Greek  tradition.

There  is,  in  the  absence  of  company  records,  no  indication  that  an

architect  was empioyed.  It  is corijectured  that  there  were  master  mechanics

on  the  payroll  who were  capable  of  designing  and building  this  siinple

structure. - :l*-
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i4ETHODlST  MEETlf4G  110USE

Photographed  September  16,  1906 by
Robert  Sadler,
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Vl.

Methodist  Meeting  House

A,  Backqround

The  first  re1igious  group  to  organize  in  Laurel  Factory  were  the

Methodists,  whose  congregation  dates  from  181+0.  Early  meetings  were

he1d  on  the  second  floor  of  one  of  the  mill  houses  on  the  corner  of

(I)

Yellow  Row  (Nintli  Street)  and  Main  Street.

Henry  Snowden,  one  of  Nicholas  Snowden's  younger  children,  secured

from  the  Patuxent  Company  a grant  of land,  some stone  and !;300  for  con-

(2)

struction  of  the  Methodist  Meeting  House  in  181+2.  Over  the  years  this

structure  was  known  as  the  "Old  Stone  Church"

By  the  time  Sad1er  took  his  photograph  of  the  church  on  September  16,

1906  it  had been  abandoned.  In more  recent  times  it  was used  by a black-

smith  and  by the  mid-191+0's  only  portions  of  the  wails  viere  standing.  It

was  then  that  this  relic  of  the  past  was  bulldozed,  along  with  its  small

(3)
cemetery,  for  the  construction  of  an  apartment.

B. Architectural  Comment

This  quaint  little  structure  was approximate1y  20' x 30'  in size.

The  reddish-brown  stone  came  from  the  same  local  quarry  which  furnished

the  material  for  the  mill  properties  and the  other  early  structures  of

the  town.  The  p1ain,  simple  appearance  of  the  Methodist  Meeting  House

has  a certain  professional  architectura1  touch  through  the  use  of  what

appear  to  be  1imestone  quoins  and  gauged  1imestone  1intels  with  keystones

over  the  windows.

Tlie  facade,  with  its  stepped  gab1e  is  similar  to  the  treatment

applied  in  the  Assembly  Hal1,  built  two  years  earlier.  The  opposite

end was  ideat  ica5  similar  to the Assembly  Ha) 1 as v,iel ) A variat  Jon

occurs  }n  the  church,  in  that  tlie  front  wall  is cant.Hevered  out  about

eight  inches  at the eave  level,  glving  an overhang  which  tim pleasing



touch.  Plain  wood  trim  appears  on  the  eaves  and at  the  top  of  the  facade.

It  is  evident  from  the  photograph  that  twin  front  doors  for  side  arsles

dow was  converted  into  a center  door  and the  doors  were  made  into  windows.

The  use  of  quoins  suggests  the  classical  revival  in  architecture.  There

is  no evidence  of  a professional  architect  being  employed  and  again  it  must

be  suggested  that  mill  personnel  and  an  experienced  stonemason  were  respon-

sible  for  this  1ittle  gem.
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ST,  shrxy oi: THE ruas - 18113

Thais pliotograpii  of the origina1  church is in
tlie  possessiori  of the Rector.
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ST,  MARY OF THE  MILLS  1890

+bert  Sadler  photograph  of September  16, 1906,
iowinf  the  front  addition,

i



ST.  MARY OF THE MILLS

T!ie 1959 modificatioris  new church  and

stone  belfry.



Vll.

St.  Mary  of  the  Mills  Roman  Catholic  Church

A.  The  Beqinnings

The  story  of  the  Roman  Catho1  ic  Church  in Laurel  Factory,  1ike  every-

thing  else  in  the  town's  early  history,  is entwined  with  the Snowden  family.

tJ

Upon  the  death  of  Nicholas  Snoden  in  1831,  his  main  property,  "Montpelier",

was to become  the home of orie of his daughters,  JulianJ  Marie.  Juliana  was
(1)

married  to  Theodore  Jenkins,  M.D.  Priests  from  Georgetown  College,  the

A1ma  Mater  of  Dr.  Jenkins,  ce1ebrated  Mass  at "Montpelier"  or  ir'i  the  village

during  the  1830's.  Tt'ie following  grew as the mill  expanded.  According  to tra-

dition  Dr*  Jenkins  learned  from  two Cathol  ic  travel1ers  who had stopped  at

his  home  for  food  that  hey  were  stonemasons  on their  way  to Richmond  in

search  of  work,  He promptly  put  them  to woi-k  on the  wal1s  of the  church.

Construction  took  place  in  181+2 and the  first  Mass vias celebrated  in the

new structure,  often  referred  to as "Jenkirls  Chape1",  by the  Rev.  James
(2)

Ryder,  S.J.,  President  of  Georgetown  College.  st.  Mary  of  the  Mills  con-

tinued  as  a Jesuit  mission  until  1866  when  the  first  diocesan  priest  was

appointed.  Not  until  about  1888  did  they  have  their  first  resident  paStOr*

(3)

Sixty-nine  acres  of  land,  inciuding  the  chape1  site,  Were deeded  to

Georgetcwri  College  by  the  Jenkin!'and  Eliza  Snowden,  Ju1iana's  younger  sister.

Eliza  became  a convert  to Catho1icism  soon  aftei-  Juliane,  and later  became  a

nun in 1847. Shortly  before  the Jesuits  gave up St. l'lary of the Mills  as a

mission,  they  sold  a11  of  the  pi-operty  but  the  three-acre  churcliyard.  This

'land  extended  eastward  toward  the  Baltimore-Was!iington  Turnpike

An  addition  to tl'ie  frcnt  of  the  chcirch  was macle  iri  1890.  Tl"ie present

structural  modi  Ficatioris  viere  accomplished  in  1959

i'S

-29-

,i/



B.  Architecture

There  is  no  record  of St.  Mary's  having  been  designed  by  an  architect,

a1though  in appearance,  materials  and workmanship  it  was  the  outstanding

structure  of the  pre-Civil  War period  in Laurel  Factory.

The original  18L!2 church  was approximately  5)+'  long  and 32'6"  wide.

There  were  three  windows  on each  side  and two on  the  front  wali  These,  along

with  the  opening  for  the  front  door,  had stilted  arches.  There  were  no windows

in  the  east  wall  behind  the  aDar.

In general  the  original  church  appeared  to be  a modified  Georgian  struc-

ture.  This  modification  was  achieved  primarily  by omitting  the  second  and  'chird

stage  and steepie  on  the  tower.  The one  feature  of the  building  which  re-

flected  the  revival  period  was  the  treatment  of the  cornices.  Two-by-fours,

about  15"  in  length  are  used on a plain  18" eave.  They  are  placed  about  18"

apart.  This  is  in  major  contrast  to  the  square  b1ock.  dentils  used  on most

Georgian  structures.  From  the  photograph  of the  church  it  appears  that  the

treatment  was  used  on  the  tower  cornices.

The  original  windows  were  divided  by mul1ions  into  four  sections  of

six  panes  each.  with  a fan  1ight  above  the  i'nass.  On the  left  front  window

eight  panes  were  parieled  over  where  the  stairs  to  the  gallery  were  located.

The  failure  to"ba1ance  off"  this  feature  in  the  right  front  window  is  per-

haps  a clue  that  an  architect  was  not  invo1ved.  Symmetry  would  norma11y  be

considered  by  a professional.

Unfortunately,  the  only  portion  of the  origina1  church  remaining  today

is about half  (27')  of the side walls.  The rear pr7otion of the 18'!42 structure

(the  east  wall  behind  the  a1tar  and about  27'  of side  wails)  was  removed

when the  new church  was  bui1t  in  1959.  The front  cif the  church  represents

the  12'  extension  added  in  1890.  Two features  help  to determine  this  extension.
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Although  a good effort  was made  to match the stone,  and the masonry  work  is

superior,  there  is a predominance  of darker  or "black"  stones  in the wall

inc1uding  the  tower.  The most  tell-tale  item  can be found  in the eaves  on

the  south  wal1.  The mitre  joints  on the three  boards  used to box in the eaves

sttll  remain  at the  point  where  the old front  wal1 was located.  On the north

wal1  new boards  were  used,  thus  removing  this  distinguishing  mark.

When the  1959 church  was built  on the cruciform  plan,  the o1d building

was  incorporated  as one  of the  transepts.  The outward  appearance  was main-

tained  through  the  use  of the  same stone  and  in the treatvent  of the  windows

and cornices.  The  frame  portion  of the  1890 tower  which  housed  the bel1  was

removed  and replaced  with  stone  to the  level  of the previous  elevation.  Al-

though  accomplished  in:a  tastefu1  manner,  the solid  stone  mass qives  the appear-

ance  that  the  tower  is  too  tall  for  the  size  of  the  total  st+-ucture.  The 1890

jeA-,.,,
false-front  facade  wi Ih  its  two  Gotiiic  -appearing  pinnac1es  was,cut  down to thefalse-front  facade  wi Ih  its  two Gotiiic  -appearing  pinnac1es

roof1ine :also.

In  the  18!+2 church  the tower  was a part  of the  main structure,  project-

ing  about  18" from  the  front  wall  A round  window,  later  replaced  by an arched

one,  appeared  above  the  front  door  in the face  of the tower.  The use of a hipped

roof  gave  the  tower  a more pleasing  effect-  than  would  have been accoriiplished  if

it  had risen  from  the gable  ends

Although  most of the  original  church  is gone,  its  modern  successor,in

appearance  and architectural  taste,  is a worthy  substitution.
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Avondale  Mill

Photograph  taken  by  Robert  Sadler.

Au gust  11 , 1907



Avorida  1 e M i l 1

From  the  west.  The  Patux-

ent  River  is  to  the  left,

Avondale  Mi11

View  from  east

Avondal  e Mi11

The  river  side



vm.

Avondale  Mill

A.  Background

The Avondale  Mill  is situated  on the  Patuxent  River  at  the  end of  Avon-

dale Street.  It was built  in lF31*l*-1*5 as a cotton  cloth  mill,  having  l,500

(1)

spindles.  About  ten years  later  it  was converted  into  a grist  mi11  and

(2)

in  1861  it  was under  the  proprietorship  of George  Wheeler.  During  the

late  1800 s through  the  turn  of  the  century  t was  owned arid operated  by

Presently  the  m 11 s owned  by the  C ty of Laurel  and  is  used  as  a "'

storage  area  for  the  Department  of Pub1 c Works  n addit  on  it  serves  as

a recreat  on center  and as headquarters  for  the  Recreat  on  Department  The

metal  shed to the  west  and the  ground  floor  of the  mi11  is  uti1  ized  by  Publ  c

Works  and the  metal  shed  on the  south  front  and the  first  f1oor  of the  mill

are  used  by the  Recr,eation  Department.  Although  the  roof  is  secure,  the  second

floor  windows  are  gone,  leaving  that  area  open to birds  and the  destructive

elements.  They  are  taking  their  toll.

B.  Architectural  Comment

With  the  exception  of the  metal  shed additions  to  the  south  and west,  and

the  absence  of its  cupola,  the  Avondale  Mill  appears  today  much as  it  did  when

it  was constructed.  It is situated  on a North-South  axis  about  75'  from  the

Patuxent  River.

The  floor  dimensiqns  are  95'  x !+6'9"  It  is three  story  structure  viith  lo'ft

and is built  of  native  stone  with  granite  lintels  and irregular  granite  quoins.

All  of  the  windows  are  of  equal  size,  314" x (l  On the  long  axis  of  the

building  there  are  eleven  windows  on each floor  on both  sides.  The  floors  are

-3!+-



supported  by 10'2"  x lk'3"  beams  (10), spaced  at varying  widths  (average  equals

618").  The wails  are 32",  gauged  down to 21+" on the top floor.  Lolly  columns

8yl"  square  are  used  down  the  center  of  the  ground  floor  level  for  support.

Tapered  columns  8" at  the  base  are  employed  on  the  main  (second)  floor.  They

are  placed  to  the  right  of  center  to faci1itate  movement  of  material  and  ma-

chinery  through  the  double  doors  of  the  main  entrance.  There  are  no supports

on  the  top  floor.

On  the  river  side  the  north  wa11  on the  third  ana loft  1evels  is  con-

structed  of  brick.  It  appears  to  be  a part  of  the  origina1  structure  and  was

most  likely  an  economy  measures

The  main  floor  had  offices  to  the  left  of  the  large  double-doored  main

entrance.  To the  right  an enclosed  stairway,  5 feet  wide,  led  to  the  levels

above  and  below.  A narrow  open  stair  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  top  floor

gives  access  to  the  loft.  The  six-sided  cupola,  Georgian  in  appearance,  was

removed  sometime  after  1907  as were  the  two  chimneys  and the  dormer  window,

The  mill  dam,  a miniature  compared  with  the  one  upriver,  was  located  about

opposite  St.  Philip's  Church.  The  presence  of  the  millrace  is  evidenced  today

by  Race  Street,  which  extends  north  toward  the  river  from  Main  Streeto

The  location  of  the  mill  wheel  is  difficult  to  determine.  It  could  have

been  located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  building.  There  is  also  the  possf-

bility  that  it  cou1d  have  been  situated  inside  the  mill  on  the  lovser  leve1

The  ground  floor  is concrete  of  recent  vintage,  so  no evidence  is  visible.

At the center  of the  outside  north  wail  there  is a covered  well  about  l+lx5'

ho1ding  water,  which  seems  to  originate  from  a trough  under  the  foundations.

Further  convei-sations  with  early  residents  and  archeological  explorations

's  can  on1y  solve  thiS  mysterys

It  is  very  unlikely  tliat  the  Avondale  Mill  was  desigried  by an  arcliitecta

As  in the  case  of  the  Laurel  MHI,  technology  determined  where  the  wa11s

-36-



5§ould  be built  and the load-bearing  stre4{  of the floors.  The mill  owner

may  very  well  have  served  as his  own architecti+

As  a total  package  the  materials  and workmanship  were  good  and  the  total

effort  represents  a considerable  experiditure  of  money.
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IX.

St.  Philip's  Episcopal  Church

A,  Orqanizinq  a Parish

There  is  some  discrepancy  as  to  the  exact  date  that  the  work  of the

Episcopal  Church  was  begun  at Laurel  Factory.  Laurel  i11ustrated  states

that  the  church  was  founded  in  1839 through  the  efforts  of Col.  Horace

(1)

Capron's  wide,  Louisa  Snowden.  (The  Snowden  family  viere  Quakers,  but  she

was  a convert  to  her  husband's  faith.)  However,  the  first  parochial  report

from  Laurel  Mission,  Zion  Parish,  Prince  George's  County  was  not  filed  unti1

(2)

May,  18f+7 by the  Rev.  Theodore  Barber,  Deacon.  Barber's  o'Fficial  letter  of

appointi'nent  as  a diccesan  missionary  had been  signed  on  July  2,  181+6 by the

Right  Reverend  William  Rollinson  Whittingham,  fourth  Bishop  of  Haryland.  Ser-

(3)

vices  were  comn'ienced  in  Laure1  Factory  that  sarne  mon'ch.  In  this  instance

the  official  church  records  mast  prevail  over  the  information  in  the  city

directory.

In May,  18!+7,  ten persons  including  Col Horace Capron and his brother,

John  M.  Capron,  petitioned  the  Convention  of the  Diocese  of Mary1and  for

permission  to  form  a new parish  under  the  11arile of St.  Philip's  Parish.  The

boundaries  of this  new unit  would  include  territory  taken  from  ti,vo existing

parishes;  Zion  Parish,  Prince  George's  County  and Queen  Carol  iiie  Parisi'i,  Anne

Arundel  County.  Tlie  petition  was  granted  arid on  Easter  Monday,  April  2'4

181i8,  the  members  of the  congregation  inet  in  the  Publ  ic  Hal1  (Assembly  Hall)

to  organize  their  new parish  by electing  a Vestry.  The Vestry  then  proceeded

tp select  a Register(sic),  Church  Wardens  and a Rector.  Col  Horace  Capron

was designated  as  Lay De1egate  to  the  diocesan  convention  in  181+8 which

(5)

official1y  recognized  the  new St*  Philip's  Parish.
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B.  Buildinq  th4e  Church

The Rev. Theodore  Barber,  in his first  report  to Bis5op  Whittingham

in 1847,  stressed  the  need  for  a church  building.  Although  his  tiny  con-

gregation  had "contributed  most  freely  and cheerfully"  according  to  their

means,  it  was  necessary  to  look  to  friends  in  Ba1timore  for  he1p  which  did

(6)

materialize.  By  the  following  year  the  number  of church  members  had doubled

to  a total  of eight  and  the  Sunday  School  had remained  stable  at  sixty

(7)  (8)
scholars.  The "simple,  unadorned  structure"  which  was  "gratuitcus1y  and

appropriately  designed  by  a faithfu1  son of  the  Church"  was  completed  in

May.  The  Rector  stated  that  only  a few  hundred  dol  Jars  of  the  debt  remained,

but  yet  he  re-emphasized  the  need  for  further  financia1  aid  from  friends

(9)
within  the  dioceses

St.  Philips  Church  was  consecrated  on  St.  Matthew's  Day,  September  21,

(10)

18/+8 by  Bishop  Whittingham.  The  structure  was  described  as  being  "small

and plain,  but  church  1 ike','

"  .  . of  stone,  found  in  the  vicinity,  in the  early  English

style,  and consists  of  a nave,  chancel,  a vestry  room  on either

sidebf  the  chancel,  and a tovier  at  the  west  erid of  the  nave,  intended

to  b'e hereafter  finished  with  a spire.  The  plan  was  kindly  fur-

nished  by  J,  H,  Alexander,  Esq.  of Baltimore,  arid,  in  the  opinion

of  those  well  qualified  to judge,  reflects  credit  upon  his  taste

and judgment.  It  was  a source  of  regret  to mai"'iy,  that  the  strict

necessity  to  consult  economy  had constrained  the  accomplished  de-

signer  to  omit  some  of the  features  of the  early  English  style,

but  ail  were  agreed  in  awarding  to  hiin  the  praise  of having  performed

the  difficult  task  of erecting  an ecclesiastical  loo!<irig  bui1ding,

capable  of accommodating  from  two  hundred  to  two hundred  and fifty

persons  at  a less  cost  than  the  unmeaning  structures  so often  found

in  country  parishes  in  Maryland.  The  featares  of the  interior  which

cal?ed  forth  favorable  comment,  viere  the  open  roof,  of  simp1e  but

very  striking  design  and the  position  of the  a'itar  in  its  place  of

due  prominence  against  the  East  wa11.  It  is  intended  that  the  windows

shal  !  ultin'iately  be  fi'l1ed  witli  stairied  glass,  which  wi11  add rich-

ness  to the  internal  effe.ct."  (m

The  church  1ot,  which  was  120 feet  deep  and had a 100 foot  frontage  on

the  south  side  of Main  Street,  was deeded  to  the  Vestry  on the  consecration
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(12)

t

day  (September  21,  18j+8)  by the  Caprons  for  a consideration  of  five  dollars*

The  be11 was  from  old  St*  Paul's  Church,  Baltimore,  whose  well-to-do  parish-

(13)

ioners  were  also  a 1ikely  source  of  contributions  to  the  construction  fund.

(14)

The church  was enlarged  in 1892  and  in  1927  a Parish  Hall  was con-

(15)

structed  adjoining  the  west  side  of  the  edifice.

(:.  Architectural  Comment

St.  Philip's  Church  is  the  only  structure  for  which  there  is  a record

of  its  having  been  designed  by a person  of  professiona1  training.  John  Henry

Alexander  was a graduate  of  St.  John's  College,  Annapolis,  and  received  pro-

fessional  training  in  Baltimore.  Early  in  his  career  he  was  Professor  of

(16)

At  the  time  he  designedEngineering  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.

St.  Philipls,  Alexander  was  1isted  as an engineer  located  at 258  Lexington

(17)
Street,  Baltimore.

There  are  severa1  ways  in which  John  Alexandcr  could  have  been  made  aviare

of  the  needs  for  a church  in  Laurel  Factory.  He  had  written  a book  on  iron

mines  in  Maryland,  which  would  have  put  him  in  touch  with  the  Snowdens  whose

(18)

As  a prominent  laymanfoundry  on  Birmingham  Manor  was  mentioned  earlier.

of  St.  Luke's  Church,  Baltimore,  and  a leader  in  the  Diocese  of  Mary1and  as

we11,  a request  for  aid  to  the  struggling  congregation  could  have  coine

(19)
through  official  chanriels. John  Alexander  also  spent  his  early  years  as

a right-of-way  engineer  in  railroading.  Although  he  did  not  work  for  the

Baltimore  and  Ohio,  his  professiona1  interest  may have  caused  him  to  inspect

the route  through  Laure)  Factory  to Washington,  built  in 18%-35.  Fina11y,

Alexander  was  a college  classmate  of  the  Rev*  Wil1iam  Pinkney  who  was  Rector

Any  or  all  of  these  reasons

of  Zion  Parish,  Beltsville,  and  whose  jurisdiction  included  Laurel  Factory

(20)

prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  new  parish.

cou1d  have  made  him  cognizant  of  the  struggiing  congregation  and  its  needs*



i

In  selecting  the  Gothic  sty1e  of an  English  country  church,  John

Alexander  produced  what  is  perhaps  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Prince  George's

County.  By  18L+O Ba1timore  as well  as  the  rest  5f  the  country  had seized  upon
(21)

the  Gothic  as  an  appropriate  style  for  a Christian  church.  Robert  Carey

Long,  Jr.  was  the  first  major  Baltimore  architect  to utilize  the  Gothic.

(His  famous  architect  father,  Robert  Carey  Long,  Sr.  had assisted  Maxmilien

Godefroy  in  his  design  of  St.  Mary's  College  Chapel  (1806),  the  first  neo-

Gothic  ecclesiastical  structure  in  the  United  States.)  The  eminent  Benjamin

Henry  Latrobe  had  submitted  two  designs  for  the  new Roman Catholic  Cathedral

in  Baltimore,  America's  first,  but  Archbishop  John  Carro11  had  rejected  the

(22)

Gothic  for  the  classical  style. Young  Long's  first  Gothic  work  was St*

Alphonsus  Catholtc  Church  (18'+2)  on Saratoga  Street  and Park  Avenue.  In  18't4

he  designed  the  Franklin  Street  Presbyterian  Church  which  was dedicated  in

181+7.  Long  a1so  designed  the  Mount  Calvary  Episcopal  Church  (18!+5)  at Madison

(23)

Avenue  and Eutav  Street,  and the  gateway  of  Greenmount  Cemetery  (1847)

These  new,  contemporary  structures,  as well  as James  Renwtck's  Smithsonian

Institution  in Washington  most  likely  provided  the  inspiration  for  Alexander,

Likewise  there  may  very  well  have  been  the  desire  to  adopt  a style  and appear-

ance  different  from  the  existing  Methodist  and Roman Catholic  edifices  in Lavre1

Factory.

It  should  be  noted  that  the  rectangular  hall  with  an entrance  vestibule

at  one  end supporting  a staged  tower  which  were  typical  of  the  Georgian  church,

were  easily  "gothicized"  Thw walls  could  be continued  above  the  eaves  and ter-

minated  with  crenellations,  the  arched  windows  and doors  pointed,  and the square
(z4)

tower  could  also  be  capped  with  crenellations. To a certain  extent  this  is

somewhat  the  approach  made  by Alexander  in his  design  of  St.  P!iilip's,  yet  he

did  institute  some variations.  It must  be  remembered  that  lack  of  funds  caused

some  modifications  of  his  design.  In the  absence  of  his  drawings,  these  are
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are  open  to conjecture*

The  main  body  of the  original  St.  Philip's  was 5216"  long  by 33'8"  wide.

A tower  was on the  front  and  if  the  1892 extension  duplicated  the earlier  version,

it  was almost  square,  being  916"  x  lO'.  On the  side  walls  were  four  buttresses

each,  2'  square,  which  de1ineated  the  three  bays  of the nave.  Alexandels

major  variation  on  the  Georgian  rectangular  appearance  was the  addition  of

two  vestry  rooms,  one  on either  side  of the  chance1  In the normal  rectan-

gular  churcl'i  these  rooms  wculd  be  entii-ely  contained  within  the  side  walls,

thus  narrowing  the  chancels  In order  to provide  more space  in that  area,

Alexander  pushed  the  rooms  out,  thus  projecting  them approximately  5' on

either  side  of the  building.  This  was a standard  practice  in early  English

churches.  From  the  street  they  could  pass as sma11  transepts  or apsidal

chapels  which  were  common  to  the  Gothic  tradition.

The  most  unusual  feature  of  Alexander's  plan  was  the  treatment  given

the  windows  of the  bays.  They  are  8' high  by 1*'3""  wide.  Under  normal  cir-

cumstances  proportions  would  dictate  two  lancet  windovs  side-by-side  with

a l imestorie  or wooden  mullion  dividing  them.  In some  instances  a small

trefoil  opening  might  be set  in  the  space  between  the  two arches,  thus

forming  a  large  Gothic  arched  window  of  the  three  coinponents*  Since  money

was  a consideratiori  and the  reddish-brown  stone  used consisted  tnainly  of

rubb1e  which  wasn't  conducive  to fine  masonry  work,  anotl'ier  approach  to

the  problem  was  takenii  The window  apertures  in the  walls  are  12'  in height,

extending  to  the  fnterior  floor  level  The  four  foot  space  from  the  bottom

of  the  window  to  the  floor  holds  a painted  wood panel  Thus,  on the  out-

side  elevation  of a 10'  bay,  there  is  a window/pane1  penetration  12'  x \3-"'

which  is  in better  proportion.  The use of  the  plain  panel  below  the  window

in Gothic  architecture  is very  rare*  Usually  such treatment  would  be  reserved

for  situations  in which  an existing  door  might  be converted  to a windowo
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The  panel  would  normally  have  arches  and  other  designs  carved  on  its

The  quality  of  the  stone  used  also  caused  another  modification  in  the

Gothic  design.  The  arches  of  the  window  openings  are  not  curved,  but  are

perfectly  straight,  terminatfng  at  a points  This  is  readily  observed  from

the  inside  of  the  church.  To  gain  the  Gothic  arch  effect,  two  techniques

were  used.  The  inside  edge  of  the  wooden  frame  holding  the  stained  glass

was curved  slightly.  On the exterior,  6!'  wide  trim  bearing  a 2" concave

routing  in  the  center  has  been  placed  abova  the  arches.  The  slight  curve  of

this  trim  also  contr'ibutes  to  the  Gothic  arch  effect.

The  tower,  if  identical  to  the  origina1,  is  somewhat  out  of  proportion

both  in  floor  dimensions  and  height.  On  both  counts  it  is  too  smal1.  The

roof  of  the  tower  seems  to  be  somewhat  of  an  afterthought.  To harionize

with  the  structure,  it  should  either  be  lower  or  higher,  more  spire-like

in  appearance.

The  interior  of  St.  Philip's  is  completely  open  to  the  roof.  The  main

roof  beams  are  supported  by a modified  hamier-beam  arrangement  which  employs

tie-rods  to  keep  the  wal1s  from  bulgfng.

The  1892 addition  to the back  of  the  nave gave two addittonal  bays  (22')

and  a new tower.  It  is  curious  that  at  St*  Philip's,  as  in  the  expa.-ision  of

St.  Maryls,  the  additiori  involved  the  rebuilding  of  the  tower.  Certainly  it

wou1d  have  been  cheaper  to  expand  in  tt'ie  opposite  direction.  The  only  logical

explanation  is  that  the  parishioners  would  have  objected  to  the  rerrioval  of  the

graves  immediately  behind  the  church  for  purposes  of  coristruction.
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ST,  PHILIP'S  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH

P!iotographed  i!iay 2L1, 1906  by Robert  Saaler.
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X.

Epilogue

In  considering  the  architecture  of the  pre-Civi1  War period  in Laurel,

Marylar:d,  it  has been  ascertained  that  the  bulk  of the  town's  building  growth

was  a result  of the  mill  activity  begun  by Nicholas  Snowden.  Local  materials

were  used  in  a11  instances,  and the  structures,  with  the  exception  of  the

Snowden-Capron  House,  were  strictly  functional  in nature,  Since  most  of the

townspeople  were  employed  by  the  mills  in  the  early  years,  marginal  incomes

did  not  propvide  the  means  to  build  private  dwe11ing  houses.

Unfortunately,  a number  of  these  early  structures  have  been  destroyed,

Lack  of  interest  and  the  almighty  do11ar  have  deteriined  this  course,  In  a

sense  past  experience  could.  provide  a lesson  for  the  citizens,  Although  they

have  1ost  many  early  landrnarks,  a fine  collection  of  Victorian  !iovses  from

the  post-Civii  War  era  still  exist  in  the  town.  They  also  still  have,  under

town  ownership,  the  Avondale  Mill.  This  venerable  structure  is  being  neglected,

With  1 ittle  effort  it  could  be  restored  and used  for  the  same  recreationa1

purposes  for  years  to come.  Otheyise  it  wrll  fall  dovin,  through  heg'lect,  in

a few  years.

In  expressing  the  opinion  that  Laurcl  should  +ake  greater  pride  in  this

architectural  heritage,  it  is  not  suggested  tliat  the  town  be  turned  into  a

museum.  They  sliould  contiriue  4.:o use  and enjoy  thci  r fine  structures,  and they

shou1d  take  steps  to guarantee  that  generations  to come will  be  able  to do

the  same.

-lt6-



NOTES

1,  Lasr-e-1 -l  k1sst-rated  Residence  and Business  Directory.  Ross  and Fairall,

Publishers.  Laurel  : 189f+.  p.  5

2,  Stein,Jr.,  Charles  F.  Origins  and History  of Howard  County,  Maryland.

Published  by the  Author.  Baltimore:  1972.

3.  Poe,  Gertrude  (ed.)  Laurel  Centennial  Souvenir  Booklet.

Laurel:  1970,  p,  13

News  Leader  Press

!+.  Wills,  Prince  George's  County  Liber  T#1,  folio  559-560  (1803)

5.  Hiqh  Court  of Chancery  Records.  Liber  1 5%, fo1 io 1011 (1855)

6,  Chancery  Court  Plats.  Div.  l+, #56 (1836)

7.  Laurel  Illustrated.  p. 7

Ibid.  p.  8

9.  Hungerford,  Edward  Centennial  History  of the Baltimore  and Ohi)

Rai1roa,127-1927,  G, P, Putnam's  Sons.  N, Y. :  1928  Voi.  I,  po 173.

:IO.  Powers,  Roger  T.  (ed.)  Postal  !'iarkings  of Maryland.  Associatea  Stamp

Clubs  of the  Chesapeakc.Area.  Baltimore:  1960.  p.  7.  Edward  Snowden
was  the  first  Postmaster.  The naine was shortened  to Lajel  in  1875.  The
city  was  incorporated  in  187(1

II.

1.  Laurel  Illustrated,  p*  5

Ibtd,  pi  7.

Chancery  Records

bid Fol  o 552

bid  fol  o 55+

Liber  ll+f+,  fo1 io 550 (1831)

6.  Chancery  P1ats.  Div.  J+, #56,  folio  20

7.  Laws of Maryland,  1836.  Publisl'ied  by Authority.  Printed  by Jeremiah

HLighos.;i  Arinapolis:  1836.  Chapter  26, Sec.  1.

8ii  Matchett's  Baltimore  Directory  for  181+7-8.  Printed  and published  by R, J,

Matchett*  Baltimore:  lF3'*7:

9.  Laws of Maryland,  183.6.  Chapter  26, Sec.  2*

10.  Boone  County  Couriers  Capron,  Illinois.  Thursday,  March  28,  1968.  p. 3*

-by-



il,  Chancery  Records.  Liber  15!+, foltio  115J+.

i2,  Laws of Maryland,  1836.  Chapter  26, sec.  1.

13,  Laurel  111ustrated.  p. 22.

11+. The American  Farmer.  Series  1+. Vol.  I,  No.  2 (Aug.  18j+5)*  p.36

l5.  Wiser,  Vivian  The Movernent for  Aqricu1tural  Improvement  ir, Maryland,

1785-1865.  An address  de1ivered  to the Prince  George's  (,ounty  His-

torical  Society.  May 1968.  p.  12.

16.  Laurel  Illustrated.  p.22

l7o  Ibaid->  p- 22

18.  Boone County  Courier,  March 28,  1968.  p.  3.

19.  Laurel  111ustrated.  p. 8

20.  Laurel  Leader,  Laurel,  Maryland.  August  25,  1922 and February  23,  1923.

21.  Centennia1  Book1et.  p.22

22.  American  Farmer.  Ser.  k. Vol.  I, No. 2 (August  181+5) p.  36

23.  Laurel  Illustrated.  p.  12.

IN.

Laure1  Il'lustrated.  p.  5

Centennial  Booklet.  p.  !42

3.  Chancery  Records,  Liber  1l+h, fol  io 550 (1831)

k.  Land Records,  Prince  George's  County.  Liber  JBB #3,  folio  205

5.  Ibid.  folio  207

6a  American  Farmer,  Ser.  l*.  !gol.  1, Not  2 (August  18f+5) p. 36.

7.  Laurel  mustrated.  pii  8

IV.

1.  KXKXKXXIXXHXXXXXX2 €XXXQXX8X Centennial  BooJet.  p. 61

2 *  Laurel  IHustrated.  pi  6

3 0  Centennial  Booklet.  p 61

ha  Downing,  A,  J.  The Architecture  of Country  Houses+  Appleton  & Coo

N.Y.:  1850*  (Reprinted  by Dosier Press,  1969)

-148-



V.

1.  Martinet's  Map of Prince  Georqe's  County,  Maryland,  Published  by

Simon  Martinet,  C,E,  Ba?timore:  1861.

2.  Centennial  Booklet.  p,  li3

3.  lbid.  p,  5%

h,  The Orqanization  of St,  Philip's  Parish  and  the Consecration  of St.

Phil  ip's  Cliurch,  Laure1,  Maryland.  An  Exact  Verbatim  Copy from

the  First  Register  of the  Parish.  1848-191+8.  p,  5-6,

5,  Laurel  Illustrated.  p.  16-17

6,  Laurel  Ieader,  June  20,  1919

7.  lbid,  December  7,  1923

8.  !nterview,  John  Calder,  Apri1  30,  1973,

Vl

1.  Laurel  Illustratei.  p.  20

2e lbid,  p,  9-10

3,  Interview,  John  Calder,  March  15,  1973

Vll,

1,  Buswell,  David  H, A Brief  History  of  liiontpe1ier,  Maryland-National
Capital  Park  and Planning  Coinmission,  Rrverdale:  /1962/,  p,  k

2.  Dedication  Proqram,  S'i: Mary's  School.  Laurel,  Maryland.  May 17,  1953
p,  11.  (l-he  historical  sketch  was written  by  Father  Peter  Manganaro.)

3.  j,  p,  13

4. 3j.  pp. 11, 13

5. 3j,  p, 15

6.  Interview,  John  Calder,  April  30,  5973

Vlll.

1,  Laurel  Illustrated.  p. 9

2,  Journa1  of  the  Fifty  Eiqhth  Aruiiial  Convention  of tht=  Prot'stant  Epis-

copal  Cl'iurch  in Maryland,  Printea  by Josepli  Robinson,  [3altimore:187i6,

P.  135.
'6vy-vi(yl-"-

3 . O-oF  St.  Phil  ips Parish,  p, 2

li,  lbid.  pp.  2-3

5. ibtd.  pp. 5-7

-lt9-



6, Journa1,  181i7, pp. 135-6

7.  Journal,  1848,  p,  85

8.  Journal,  18/+7, p, 136

9,  Journal,  181i8,  p,  85

10,  Journal,  1849,  p, 19
% S { / pv4

11.  A'W'7 of St.  Phi1 ip's  Parish.  p. 10

12.  Land Records  of  Prince  Georqe's  Countv.  Liber  JBB #5,  fol  io 381,  382

i3,W"at'/of/;"sir,phiiipisr'arish.p.io

R+,  Laurel  Illustrated,  p,  18

15, Inventory  of Church  Archives  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The

Protestarit  Episccpal  Church.  Diocese  of  li/ashington,  Vol,  I.

DFstrict  of  Columbia  Historica{  Records  Survey.  !a/ash.  D,C,:  !9'40.

p.  199

16,  Be rkl  ey,  Hen ry J,  "John  Hen ry A)exande  r,  LL,  D, 18 l 2-1867,  Fi  rst

Geo1ogist  of the State  of Maryland".  Mar'2and  Historica1  Maqa-
zine,  Vol,  XXIV,  No,  2 (June  1929)  p.  lb6,

17.  Matchett's  Ba1timore  Directory.

18,  John  H, Alexander.  p.  1Li9

19,  , p, lli8

20.  3j,  p, 151

2T',  Havaland,  Richard  and Spencer,  E!eanor  P,  The Architecture  of

Baltimore,  Johns  Hopkins  Press,  Baltimore:  l953,  p,

22.  lbid,  p,  li7

23,  =lbid.  p. 97

2Lt.  Ibid,  p, 96

-50-



Bibl  ioqraphy

Primary  Sources

American  Farmer.  Series  14. Vol.  1, No. 2 (August  181i5)

Boone County  Courier,  Capron,  111 inois.  Thursday,  March 28,  1968

Chancery  Court  Plats,  State  of Mary1and,  Ha11 of Records,  Annapolis,  Md,

Downing,  A, J,  The Architecture  of Country  }iocises.  App1 eton  E, Co. N,Y,  :1850

(Beprinted  by Dover  Press,  1969),

Hiqh  Court  of  Chancery  Records,  State  of  Maryland.  Hal1  of  Records,  Anna-

polis,Md,

Interview,  John  Calder,  Laurel,  Maryland.  Various  dates,

Journal  of the  Fifth  Eiqhth  Annual  Convention  of 'the  Protestant  Episcopal

Church  in Mary!and.  Printed  by Joseph  Robinson,  Baltimore:  18Li6, Also
Journals  for  181i7 E, 18Li8,

Laurel  Leader.  Issues  of June.  20,  ?919; August  22,  1922;  and February  23,  1923.

Laurel  Illustrated  Residence  and Business  Directory,  Ross  and Fairall,

Publisliers,  Laurel,  Maryland:  185!+.

Laws of  Maryland,  1836,  Published  by Authori  ty,  Printed  by .Jeremiah  Hughes.

Annapolis:  1836,

Martinett's  Map of Prince  Georqe's  County,  Maryland,  Publ ished  by  Simon

Martinett,  C,E,  Bal timore:  1861,

Matchett's  Baltiiore  Directory  for  1E37+7-8. Printed  and Published  by R, J,

Matchett,  Baltiinore:  lBLy7,

Prince  George"s  County  Land Records,  Hal1  of Records,  Annapolis,  Maryland,

Prince  George's  County  !/Hls,  Hal 1 of Records,  Aiiriapo)  is,  14aryland,

The Orqanization  of St.  Phi1 ip's  Parish  and tlie  Consecration  of St.  Philip's

Churcli,  Laurel,  Maryland,  An E;<act Verbaeim  Copy  from  the  First  Regis-

ter  of t!ie  Parish,  187-i8-19Li8,

b/iser,  Vivian  T!'ie Movemerit  for  Agricultural  Improvement  in Maryland,  1785-186';,

An address  delivered  to  the  Prince  George's  County  Historical  Society,
May 1968,

-51-



Secondary  Sources

I

Berkley,  Henry  J.  "John  Henry  Alexander,  LL.D.  1812-1867,  First

Geologist  of  the  State  of  Maryland,"  Maryland  Historical  Maqazine

Vol  XXIV,  No,  2 (June  1929).

Buswell,  David  H,  A Brief  History  of  Montpe1ier,  Maryland-National

Capital  Park  and Planning  Commission,  Riverdale:  /1962/.

Dedication  Proqram,  St.  14ary's  School,  Laurel,  Mary1and.  May 17,  1953,

(Containing  historical  sketch  by  Rev.  Peter  Manganaro.)

Havalai'id,  Richard  l-I, and  Spencer,  Eleanor  P.  The Architecture  of Baltimore.

Johns  Hopkins  Press,  Baltimore:  1953,

Hungerford,  Edward  The Story  of the  Baltiinore  and Ohio  Railroad,  1827-1927.

G, P,  Putnam's  Sons.  New York:  1928.  Vol.  1.

!nventory  of  Church  Archives  in  the  District  of Columbia,  The Protestant

Episcopal  Cliurch,  Diocese  of  l'!eshington.  Vol.  i.  District  of  Columbia

Historicai  Records  Survey,  !i/ashington,  D,  C, :  l9hO,

Poe,  Gertrude  (ed,)  LaureJ  Centennia1  Souveni  r  Booklet,  News  leader  Press.

Laure1 : 1970

Powers,  Roger  T,  (ed,)  Postal  Markinqs  of  Maryland.  Associated  Stamp  Clubs

of the  Chesapeake  Area,  Baltimore:  1960,a

51eiil , JA' r, a'gsA( /"'-, C't'?/"S"'4a 1/lisA"7 C4'l40-'JKl(:2tiit%7 Wdi#t['. AJ/ij&lA/';Me
&7/'  ora, 8>17';iiibii'  ; i9  7,2,

-!)2-



I

fj  -  -i-i

I .1 It :i'

i ; i, J,I.. -j  iii i

11{' (;,i . l" :, sl) 1%
i.' ;' 1. ,.1 1,a

r  < -a--  :

"I



Note  These panels  were  nstal1ed  n 1964  They cover  casement  type  w ndows that

at  ode  ttme  could  be opened  to the nave floor  At some unknown date  Wa nscot  ng

was  nsta'lled  n the nave  the  w ndow wells  boxed tn and the  wtndows  glass  as well

frames,  were  pa nted  over  on the  outstde  It was to hide  these  unattracttve  and

unusable  w ndows that  the panels  were  nstal  led  At the same time  3 g sawed wooden

crosses  measur  ng about  '12 by  12 nches were  removed from  the  peaks of  all  the

outs  de w ndow  frames  and the  graceful  f nish  of the top of the arches  restored


