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To the Laurel Historical Society,
Dear, dear friends,

I spent my first thirteen years in Laurel, living with my grandmother
on Compton Avenue. I think now that it may have been just an
ordinary town, but at the time, there was nowhere on earth that could
compare to it for me.

1 was born in Washington, the 5™ generation of my family to do so,
but always preferred the rural nature of Laurel — I had been brought
there straight from the D. C. hospital and came to know every inch
of it. Many years later, we drove through and I was appalled at how
much had changed.

I looked online to see if I could find some old maps or photos of the
town in the 40's, and couldn't find much, but as I had remembered,
there was still some countryside between Laurel and the District
then; it didn't all merge into one giant megapolis.

Is there any chance you'all might have some photos of Laurel in the
40's? We took none except in our own yard, which doesn't begin to
show the pink-gold beauty of the sugar maples behind Dr. Gibbon's
on Main Street, the charming old houses on Prince Georges Street,
the honeysuckle tangles on barely settled Gorman Avenue, or the
avenue of bright yellow Norway maples on Laurel Ave in the fall.
(I would pay for your postage and copying fees).




I attended the Methodist Church on Main Street and afterwards,
always got a donut at Mr. Steinbach's farther down that street, and I
believe our Girl Scout troop met on Montgomery St behind Susan
Welford's house (after which I used my Girl Scout nickel to buy an
ice cream cone at Katherine's Ice Cream shop on the corner of 4™
street.) 1 finished the 7™ grade there before we moved nearer to
Washington in the summer of 1951.

I have written because since moving nearer to my children and
grandchildren in Maine I was forced to begin unpacking oid, old
boxes, and came across the program for the high school's production
of H. M. S. Pinafore performed in 1950 while I was still in 6™ grade.

I've seen a lot of theater productions since then, but was never as
thrilled with any of them as I was that evening's performance and
have followed G & S wherever I have found them — from London to,
oddly, here in Maine. The Gilbert and Sullivan Society in Ellsworth
puts on a different production every February, almost always in a
blizzard, but I made it a point to drive over from upstate NY every
year to see it. Of course, I “made” my five children see them all too
over the years — with varying degrees of success. But this Laurel
High School production started it all, as well as my love of live
theater. I've never ever forgotten it

I thought perhaps you'all might like to have the original of this
program (in case you don't, or know the players).

I don't believe there was an historical society there when I was, but
am delighted to know that you have one now. (Is there any chance
that anyone knows or remembers Olivia Scaggs or Laura Lee Bayles
Hopkins? They were my best childhood friends. As, of course, were
Mrs. Margaret Weagley, and Mrs. Albee, the librarian.)
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