
3T. B E N E D I C T S R E C T O R Y 

12 W I L K E N S A V E I 

B A L T I M O R E . MD. 

2 S , a w , I . K E N S A V E N U E 0 ^ ^^/^J 

^ M^. (?u~^ : 

^/(^^^ '^ci^ezSiX^ y<tci<C .-^-^^ ^ v ^ G : . U A a ^ ( ^ \ 





l i s t of s u b j e c t s f o r A i s l e Windows i n S t . Benedict's Church, Baltimore,- Md 

1. S t , Benedict l e a v e s h i s f a t h e r s house accompanied by h i s nurse, 

2, M i r a c l e of the Wheat S i f t e r . 

,3, S t , Benedict meets Eomanus and r e c e i v e s the monk*s h a b i t , 

4, S t . Benedict l i v e s as a hermit i n a cave. 

5, Temptation of S^J. Benedict, 

6, jSopriestbrings him food.on E a s t e r Sunday, 

7, The Monks of Vicovaro p r e v a i l upon S t , Benedict to become t h e i r Abbot. 

8, The poisoned Cup, 

9, Maurus saves P l a c i d u s from drowning, 

LO, S t , Benedict draws Water from a Rock, 

L I , The poisoned •'^oaf 
> . 12, He e s t a b l i s h e s schools f o r c h i l d r e n , 

r,~ F u l g e n t i u s ' d i a b o l i c a l P l a n , 
"^4. St Benedict l e a v e s Subiaco f o r Monte Cassino. 

15, S t . Benedict destroys the I d o l o f Apollo. 

16, The E r e c t i o n of the Monastery. The immovable Stone. 

17, A Hovice Raised to L i f e , 

18, He w r i t e s the Holy Rule, 

19, G a l l a , the Goth, 

20, T o t i l a ' s Deception discovered, 

21, T o t i l a ' s V i s i t to S t , Benedict, 

22, S t , Benedict sends Maurus to France. 

23, Death of S t , S c h o l a s t i c a , 

24, The t r a n s l a t i o n of the BodJ of S t , S c h o l a s t i c a to Monte Cassino, 

|25. 0]»^^i^exM»«-««<^Benedictine Medal, 

26. S t , Benedict has h i s grave opened, 

^27, Death of S t , Benedict, 



Ho I 

A.r. 49S-494 

S t . Benedict's F l i g h t from Rome, 

" l o , I hare gone f a r o f f f l y i n g away f o r I have seen i n i q u i ­

t y and c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n the c i t y . " Ps. 117.8,10. 

We are not c e r t a i n when S t , Benedict l e f t Rome, but a l l H i s t o r i a n s agree 

that he was quite young and had as yet not absolved a l l the p r e s c r i b e d 

s t u d i e s . Shocked a t the l i c e n t i o u s n e s s of many young men that frequented 

the schools of Rome, hedecided to say e t e r n a l f a r e w e l l to the world, i n 

order not to be entangled i n i t s s n a r e s . Accompanied by h i s nurse, who had 

won h i s confidence, he turned h i s back on Rome,leavingbehind h i s home and 

kindred and a l l those prospects and pl e a s u r e s which had t r i e d i n v a i n to 

c a p t i v a t e h i s pure young h e s r t . 



Ho ^ 
A.D.494 

The f i r s t M i r a c l e 

During h i s s t a y a t E n f i d e , G y r i l l a took care of the houSe and p e r f o r ­

med the ordinary household d u t i e s . I t happened one day that she "borrowed 

a si e v e from one of her neighjhors; t h i s she had i n c a u t i o B s l y l e f t on a 

ta b l e , and by some ac c i d e n t i t f e l l and was broken i n h a l f . When S t , Be­

n e d i c t returned, he found her c r y i n g b i t t e r l y . The tenderhearted boy, 

moved with compassion, took the two p i e c e s of the broken s i e v e , k n e l t down 

and began to pray. When he arose the s i e v e was re p a i r e d i n such a way 

tha t no t r a c e of the f r a c t u r e was to be found, and he s m i l i n g l y r e s t o r e d 

i t to G y r i l l a sound and whole. T h i s event soon came to the knowledge of 

the people of E n f i d e , and caused such admiration that the in h a b i t a n t s 

hung up the s i e v e a t the entrance of the church, so th a t p o s t e r i t y might 

know what a high degree of grace God had given the young Benedict, even 

evn a t the very beginning of h i s r e l i g i o u s l i f e . 
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A.D. 494 

S t . Benedict meets Romanus, 

S t . Benedict to escape the danger of f l a t t e r y f l e d i n t o the w i l d e r ­

ness of Subiaco. As he was thus making h i s way, he saw a monk coming t o ­

wards him. His name was Romanus, The s a i n t confided to him the s e c r e t s of 

h i s s o u l and asked him to show him a p l a c e where he could l i v e hidden from 

the world, Romanus clothed him with the h a b i t of r e l i g i o n which the monks 

of those days were accustomed to wear, H i s wordly garnments the S a i n t 

placed a t the foot of a column which i s now enclosed by a chapel c a l l e d 

Santa C r o c e l l a , 



A.D. 494-497 

The Young Hermit. 

"Whoever seeks peace f o r h i s s o u l , l e t him seek i t i n p l a c e s where the­

re are caverns, i n p l a c e s of s o l i t u d e ; f o r there God speaks to the heart 

of men." 

For three years S t , Benedict l i v e d i n s o l i t u d e , i n a cave on Monte Gar-

pineto. Romnus was the only one who knew h i s h i d i n g p l a c e ; and who pro­

vided the holy youth w i t h t r e a d . The monastery i n which Romanus l i v e d was 

so s i t u a t e d t h a t he could not reach the cave except by a long and c i r c u i ­

tous route though the a c t u a l d i s t a n c e was not great, Uo avoid t h i s j o u r -

ny he bethought h i m s e l f of l e t t i n g down the food over the edge of the rock 

by means of a basket attached to a rope, a l i t t l e b e l l being fastened to 

the rope to serve as a s i g n a l . One day i t happened t h a t the old ennemy, 

envying the c h a r i t y of the one and the r e f e c t i o n of the other, seeing a 

l o a f l e t down, threw a stone and broke the b e l l , but f o r a l l t h a t Romanus 

did not give up to serve him by a l l p o s s i b l e means. 

From the i n s c r i p t i o n a t the entrance to the Sacro Specu, 



A.D, 494-497 

Temptations of S t , Benedict, 

Upon a c e r t a i n day ST, Benedict being alone, the tempter was a t hand 

fo r a l i t t l e b l a c k b i r d began to f l y about h i s f a c e , so near t h a t the ho­

l y man i f he would, might have taken i t with h i s hand, but a f t e r he had 

bl e s s e d himseldf with the s i g n of the Gross the b i r d flew away, andforth-

with the holy man was a s s a u l t e d w i t h such a t e r r i b l e temptation of the 

f l e s h as he had never f e l t l i k e i n a l l h i s l i f e , A c e r t a i n woman there 

was which sometime he had seen,the memory of whomthe wicked s p i r i t put 

i n t o h i s mind, and by the r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of her did m i g h t i l y inflame with 

concupiscence the s o u l of GrOd*s s e r v a n t , which did so i n c r e a s e t h a t , a l ­

most overcome with p l e a s u r e , he was of a mind to forsake the w i l d e r n e s s . 

But suddenly a s s i s t e d by God's grace he came to himself, and seeing many 

t h i c k b r i e r s and nettlebushes nearby, he c a s t o f f h i s garment and threw 

h i m s e l f i n the midst of them, and there wallowed so long t h a t when he rose 

up a l l h i s f l e s h was p i t y f u l l y torn, and so, by the wound of h i s body, he 

cured those of h i s soul» i n that he turned p l e a s u r e into pain, and by the 

outward burning of extreme smart quenched t h a t f i r e which,being nourrished 

before w i t h the f u e l of c a r n a l c o g i t a t i o n s , did inwardly burn i n h i s s o u l 

and by t h i s mean he overcame the s i n , because he made a change of the 

f i r e / From t h i s time forward he found a l l temptation of p l e a s u r e so sub­

dued t h a t he never f e l t any such t h i n g . 



A. D. 497 6 
A p r i e s t brings food to S t . Benedict on E a s t e r Sunday. 

IN 497 a c e r t a i n pious p r i e s t i n t h a t country, while preparing a d i n ­
ner f o r h i m s e l f on Easter-Sunday, heard a vo i c e which s a j d : "You are pre­
p a r i n g f o r y o u r s e l f a banquet, while my servant Benedict a t Subiaco i s 
d i s t r e s s e d with hunger." The p r i e s t immediately s e t out i n quest of the 
hermit and with much d i f f i c u l t y found him. A f t e r they had s a i d the prayers 
together, they discoursed f o r sometime on God and heavenly things. Then 
they partook of the meal and a f t e r they had dined, the p r i e s t retaurned 
home. 

A.D. 510 ' 

The Monks of Vicovaro p r e v a i l apon S t . Benedict to become t h e i r Abbot. 

"Your manners and mine do not agree." 

The monks of Vicovaro, on the death of t h e i r abbot, unanimously e l e c t e d 

S t . Benedict i n h i s p l a c e . They sent a delegation to him i n h i s cave and 

used every argument to induce him to accept the d i g n i t y . The Saint refused 

to consider t h e i r proposal t e l l i n g them that t h e i r manners and h i s did not 

agree. They, however, renewed t h e i r e n t r e a t i e s , a s s u r i n g him that i t would 

be f o r the g l o r y of God and the good of t h e i r s o u l s . T h e s e l a s t reasons 

a t l a s t p r e v a i l e d and the S a i n t r e l u c t a n t l y y i e l d e d . Q u i t t i n g h i s r e t r e a t 

the holy man s e t out f o r h i s new abode, heavy a t heart on account of the 

burden h* had taken upon h i m s e l f . 



A.D. 510 

The jt-oisoned Cup. 

"May Almighty God have mercy on you and f o r g i v e you.Why did you t r e a t 
me i n t h i s manner? Did i not t e l l you beforehand that your manner of l i ­
v i ng could never agree with mine? Go your ways, and seek some other f a t h e r 
s u i t a b l e to your own con d i t i o n s . For I intend now not to sta y among you 
any longer." 

S t . Benedict soon found out t h a t the manners of the monks of vicovaro 
did not square with h i s j u s t idea of a monastic s t a t e . At length matters c 
came to a c r i s i s . The most depraved among the brethren, having taken coun­
s e l among themselves, determined to poison t h e i r s a i n t l y master and s p i ­
r i t u a l f a t h e r . They procured some deadly potion which they put into the 
cup from which he dayly drank. While the brethren were assembled i n the 
dining-room, the s e r v e r steps forward with the poisoned cup and o f f e r s i t 
to the S a i n t . When according to h i s custom, before he drank of i t he made 
the s i g n of the Cross over the cup, i t broke as i f a stone had f a l l e n upon 
i t . The g u i l t y monks were parali^zed with t e r r o r . St Benedict , r i s i n g with 
a calm countenance, thus addressed the monks: "May Almighty God have mer­
cy on you and f o r g i v e you. Why did you t r e a t me i n t h i s manner? Did I not 
t e l l " e t c - s i c supra. — Thus ta k i n g leave of them, he returned to Subiacum, 

A.D. 5E3 ^ 

Maurus saves P l a c i d u s from drowning. 

"Make haste brother Maurus, f o r the boy who went to f e t c h the water, 
has f a l l e n i n t o the lake:he i s a l r e a d y caught by a strong c u r r e n t . " 

One day P l a c i d u s , then a boy about eig h t years old, went to the lake 
to f e t c h water. Stooping down to f i l l the p i t c h e r he l o s t h i s balance and 
f e l l i n . S t . Benedict seeing the a c c i d e n t , " q u i c k l y c a l l e d Maurus and com­
manded him to rescue P l a c i d u s . Having r e c e i v e d S t . Benedict's b l e s s i n g , 
Maurus ran q u i c k l y over the water of the lake and t a k i n g hold of the h a i r , 
brought P l a c i d u s s a f e l y on land. Only then Maurus r e a l i z e d t h a t he had 
been walking on water. Hurrying back the two boys t o l d S t . Benedict what 
had happened. S t . Benedict a t t r i b u t e d t h i s to the prompt obedience of Mau­
r u s . Maurus, however, disclamed any share i n the m i r a c l e . P l a c i d u s decided 
the matter by s a y i n g : "When I was drawn out of the water I saw the garment 
of our f a t h e r over my head, and i t seemed to me that he drew me out." 



A.D. 523-529 10 
S t , Benedict draws Water from a Rock. 

"Go and dig a l i t t l e a t the spot on t h a t mountain, where you w i l l f i n d 
three stones placed on top of each other. Almighty God s h a l l bring f o r t h 
water/^rom the mountain top to spare you the trouble of such a long walk". 

Among the monasteries founded by S t , Benedict there were three s i t u a ­
ted almost on the summit of the mountain. I n consequence themonks s u f f e ­
red much from want of water and were forced to f e t c h i t from a lake h a l f 
a mile below on a road exceedingly steep and dangerous. They therefore r e ­
quested S t . Benedict to ehange the l o c a t i o n of t h e i r monasteries. S t . Be­
n e d i c t consoled them and promised r e l i e f . That same night, taking the boy 
P l a c i d u s with him he went up the mountain s i d e to pray. His prayers f i n i ­
shed, he placed three stones to mark the spot where he prayed and r e t u r ­
ned to h i s monastery. She f o l l o w i n g day, when the brethren came again to 
complain, S t . Benedict s a i d to them: "Go and dig a l i t t l e e t c . - s i c supra-" 

Having reached the spot i n d i c a t e d by S t . Benedict, they found the rock 
a l r e a d y moist. They dug a hole, which was soon f i l l e d w i th water. Water 
burst f o r t h i n such ab%undance t h a t i t overfloweft int o the v a l l e y below. 

A.D. 529 

The Poisoned Loaf. 

" I n the name of Jesus C h r i s t take t h i s bread, and c a r r y i t to a place 
where no man s h a l l be able to f i n d i t . Do not be a f r a i d to l i f t i t 
up and put i t where i t cannot be found." 

Many people came to S t . Benedict f o r counsel and s p i r i t u a l d i r e c t i o n . 
T h i s aroused the envy of a neighboring p a r i s h - p r i e s t by the name of F u l -
g e n t i u s . Seeing t h a t he could not dissuade the people from coming to S t . 
Benedict, he y i e l d e d to a most d i a b o l i c a l suggestion. I t was customary i n 
those days to send each other b l e s s e d bread'in-token of f r i e n d s h i p . F l o -
r e n t i u s under the guise of C h r i s t i a n courtesy sent a poisoned l o a f of bread 
to S t . Benedict. When the monks were assembled i n the r e f e c t o r y a t dinner 
time, a raven a l s o came to r e c e i v e food from the hands of the s a i n t as was 
i t s wont, S t . Benedict commanded i t to c a r r y the bread to a place where no 
one would f i n d i t . The raven opened i t s mouth, and f l u t t e r e d about, and 
hopped up and down around the l o a f , croaking as much as to say that i t was 
w i l l i n g to do what i t was t o l d , but had not the power. Seeing t h i s ST. Be­
n e d i c t repeated h i s command. At l a s t the raven made a supreme e f f o r t , f i ­
xed i t s beak into the l o a f and flew away, r e t u r n i n g a f t e r three hours to 
r e c e i v e i t s accustomed meal. 



A.D. 529 

F u l g e n t i u s ' d i a b o l i c a l Plan. 

Finding that he could not harm S t . Benedict p e r s o n a l l y , F u l g e n tius de­
termined to r u i n the souls of h i s c h i l d r e n by exposing them to v i l e tem­
p t a t i o n s . He sent some shameless g i r l s to bathe i n the r i v e r Anio, under 
the very windows of the monastery, and t o l d them to danoe and di s p o r t them 
s e l v e s i n the s i g h t of the monks. R e a l i z i n g the great danger f o r h i s c h i l ­
dren, S t . Benedict decided to leave Subiaco. Having arranged the a f f a i r s 
of h i s monasteries a t Subiaco, he departed taking with him a few of the 
brethren. 

, A.D. 529 

S t . Benedict Destroys the I d o l Of Apollo. 

The people of Monte Cassino were given to i d o l a t r y and superstition.Having 
reached h i s d e s t i n a t i o n , S t . Benedict began to destroy the pagan a l t a r s , 
breaking the i d o l s and burning the heathen groves. 

A.D. 530 

The E r e c t i o n of the Monastery. 
16 

The Immovable Stone 

One day, when the monks were c l e a n i n g the s i t e they found a lar g e stone, 
which they thought might be u s e f u l f o r b u i l d i n g , \fhen they t r i e d to l i f t 
i t , to t h e i r amazement they found that i t remained immovable,though o r d i ­
n a r i l y one man could have e a s i l y Tiiwo moved i t . The monks reported t h i s 
matter to S t , Benedict. He immediately saw that t h i s was the work of the 
e v i l s p i r i t . A f t e r saying a short prayer, he blessed the stone and i t could,;; 
be c a r r i e d away with the g r e a t e s t of ease. 



A.D. 530 

A Fo v i c e Raised to L i f e 

Again, whiii^t the monks were b u i l d i n g a w a l l , the d e v i l appeared to S t . 
Benedict and mockingly t o l d him that he was going to v i s i t h i s c h i l d r e n a t 
t h e i r work. The s a i n t immediately sent a messenger to warn the brethren. 
ITo sooner had he a r r i v e d , the w a l l suddenly gave away and crushed a young 
novice, the son of a Roman senator. The boy was so mangled and crushed, 
th a t he had to be c a r r i e d i n a sack to S t . Benedict. Having dismissed the 
brethren, the S a i n t locked the door and implored Sod to r e s t o r e l i f e to the 
bruised corpse. P r e s e n t l y the novice rose up sound and w e l l as he had bee» 
before the a c c i d e n t . And S t . Benedict sent him back to h i s work. 

A.D. 536 /2 
The Holy Rule. 

Some h i s t o r i a n s claim that S t . Benedict wrote h i s famous l u l e i n 536. 
Among a l l the wonderful deeds performed by S t . Benedict i s the c r e a t i o n of 
the Holy Rule, a s s e r t s S t . Gregory. " I t cannot be denied,he w r i t e s , t h a t 
the man of God was i l l u s t r i o u s not merely by the many m i r a c l e s he wrought 
but a l s o on account of h i s d o c t r i n e ; f o r he wrote a Bule for h i s monks 
e x c e l l e n t f o r i t s wisdom and prudence and marvelous f o r the c l e a r n e s s of 
speech". That i t was d i c t a t e d by the Holy S p i r i t we see c l e a r l y from the 
u n i v e r s a l r e s p e c t and a p p r e c i a t i o n i n which i t has always been held, and 
and from the f a c t t h a t i t was adopted by a l l the ?Jestern monks and commen­
ded by many C o u n c i l s . 



A.D. 542 

G a l l a , the Goth. 

G a l l a , one of the captains of U o t i l a , king of the Goths, was an Ari a n , 
and h i s hatred f o r C a t h o l i c s was such that he considered no c r u e l t y too 
barbarous to i n f l i c t on any he met. One day, having s e t out as u s u a l to 
plunder and p i l l a g e , h e met a l a b o r e r , and s e i z i n g him began to maltreat 
him, with the hope of obtaining any small earnings he might have. Uhe poor 
man t r y i n g to get away from h i s tormentor by r e f e r r i n g the case to S t . 
Benedict, s a i d t h a t he had entrusted h i s savings to the abbot of Honte Ca­
s s i n o . Upon t h i s the barbarian bound him with a rope and drove him before 
h i s horse to the abbey. S t . Benedict was s i t t i n g a t the gate reading. 
When the l a b o r e r caught s i g h t of him he pointed him out to G a l l a s a y i n g : 
" S h i s i s Father Benedict,of whom I spoke." The Goth, t h i n k i n g to f r i g h t e n 
the S a i n t , shouted to him i n an i n s o l e n t manner:"Rise s i r , and hand over 
t h i s f e l l o w ' s property which he t e l l s me you have i n your keeping." 

S t . Benedict merely r a i s e d h i s eyes from h i s book and looked a t the 
r u f f i a n and h i s p r i s o n e r . At the same moment the cords which bound the pea­
sant f e l l from him. On Beholding t h i s G a l l a was s t r u c k with f e a r , and d i s ­
mounting he threw h i m s e l f a t the S a i n t ' s f e e t . St.Benedict, however kept 
on reading; and c a l l i n g one of the monks, t o l d him to take G a l l a and give 
him some refreshement. A f t e r he had taken some food,the Saint exhorted him 
to change h i s impious mode of l i f e . Overcome by the S a i n t ' s words, he r e ­
t i r e d and l e f t the poor l a b o r e r i n peace. 

A.D,542 ^ 0 

T o t i l a ' s Deception Discovered, 

"Put o f f , my son, those robes which you wear, fo r they do not belong to 
you," 

T o t i l a the A r i a n king of the Goth^, having heard of the s a n c t i t y of 
St, Benedict,resolved to find out i f he r e a l l y had the g i f t of prophesy. 
With t h i s end i n view, he caused h i s swordbearer, named Riggo,to a r r a y 
h i m s e l f i n the r o y a l robes, and attended by the three p r i n c i p a l l o r d s of 
h i s court, he sent him to the monastery. St. Benedict was s i t t i n g near the 
gate when they a r r i v e d . No sooner had he perceived them, than he c a l l e d to 
Riggo: " l l y son, put o f f those robes which you wear, for they do not belong 
to you." The mock-king, being s t r u c k with a panic f o r attempting to d e c e i ­
ve the man of God, f e l l p r o s t r a t e a t h i s feet,together w i t h h i s attendants. 
Returning to the king, they r e l a t e d what had occurred. 



A.D. 542 

T o t i l a ' s v i s i t to St.Benedict. 

Then T o t i l a went i n person to v i s i t the venerable abbot, and seeing him 
i n the distance he a l s o was a f r a i d to approach,and overcome with awe he 
f e l l down a t h i s f e e t . S t . Benedict rebuked him for h i s wickedness prophe­
s y i n g the e v i l s which would i n cbnsequense b e f a l l him. He s a i d , "You do 
e v i l things, you have committed many crimes, but now a t l a s t amend your 
s i n f u l l i f e . You w i l l enter Rome, cro s s the sea, r e i g n nine years and you 
w i l l d i e i n the te n t h . The prophesy was v e r i f i e d when T o t i l a took Rome i n 
546 crossed to S i c i l y i n 549 and r e t u r n i n g to I t a l y , d i e d i n August 552. 

A.D. 543 

S t . Benedict sends Maurus to France. 

"My sons, t h i s e n t e r p r i s e you a r e undertaking for the love of our Lord 
i s a very important one, th e r e f o r e I am confident that He, Himself w i l l 
g i v e you the strength you need. I f when God c a l l s me out of t h i s world 
I have any power with Him, r e s t assured t h a t the help of my prayers w i l l 
never f a i l you." 

Toward the c l o s e of the year 542, Innocent, bishop of Le Mans, sent 
an embassy to St, Benedict with the request to make a foundation i n h i s 
own diocese. The S a i n t granted the request and decided to sent Maurus into 
France, Onthe tenth of January, 543 the monks assembled to bid a l a s t 
f a r e w e l l to Maurus and h i s four companions,Faustus.Simplicius, Anthony and 
Constantine. St.Benedict blessed them and s a i d : "My sons, t h i s e n t e r p r i s e 
you are e t c . - s i c supra-." Then he gave Miaurus a copy of the Rule which he 
had w r i t t e n w i t h h i s own hands. He a l s o gave him among other r e l i c s a p i e ­
ce of the true C r o s s . 

A.D. 543 

Death of S t . S c h o l a s t i c a . ^ "2 

Three days a f t e r t h i s remarkable meeting, S c h o l a s t i c a died i n her eon-
vent on the tenth of February, 543. At the hour of her death, S t . Benedict 
was i n h i s cell,when r a i s i n g h i s eyes he saw the s o u l of h i s s i s t e r ascen-hi^ ' l i ! \T'^T ^J" ^""^^ °^ ® ^^^1®^ ^^"^ J^er happy passage he gave thanks to God and announced her death to h i s brethren. 



A.D.543 

The t r a n s l a t i o n of the Body of S t . S c h o l a s t i c a to Monte Cassino, 

" l o v e l y and comely i n t h e i r l i f e , even i n death they were not divided," 
2 Zings I . 23, 

st , Benedict sent some monks to b r i n g the body of h i s s i s t e r ' t o h i s 
monastery,where he buried i t i n the grave he had prepared f o r h i m s e l f . 
As the s o u l s of Benedict and S c h o l a s t i c a were always one i n God while they 
l i v e d , so t h e i r bodies continued together a f t e r death. 

A,D.543 

Death of ST. Benedict. ^ 

"Precious i n the s i g h t of the Lord i s the death of h i s S a i n t s " 

ON the 15thof March St, Benedict had h i s grave opened. S c a r c e l y had t h i s 
been done than he was s e i z e d by a v i o l e n t fever which consumed the l i t t l e 
l i f e s t i l l remaining i n him. Day by day h i s i l l n e s s gained ground and he 
grew more feeble, u n t i l a t length on the s i x t h d a y , c a l l i n g h i s brethren, 
he bade them to c a r r y him to the church, there to r e c e i v e f o r the l a s t t i ­
me the Sacred Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus C h r i s t . 

^ 7 
Standing inthe oratory, supported by h i s sorrowing c h i l d r e n , he died, 

h i s hands u p l i f t e d to heaven i n prayer, on the 21th of March,543, 


