
SAINT BENEDICTS CHURCH 
304 N. S H E P P A R D S T R E E T 

RICHMOND, VA. 

August t- 28 th , 1944 

Mr, A, L , P i t a s s i 
5345 Perm Avenue 
P i t t s b u r g , P a , 

My dear Mr, P i t a s s i , 

I am enc los ing w i t h t h i s l e t t e r a co r rec ted copy fif 
of the schema f o r the windows of S t , B e n e d i c t ' s Church, 

F a t h e r Michae l was not qui te s a t i s f i e d w i t h our siimmatinn 
of the l e s s dominant s a i n t s f o r each window nor was he sosure of 
h i s t o r i c a l i . accuracy , so he had our f i r s t copy sent to S t , V i n c e n t ' s 
f o r h i s t o r i c a l c r i t i c i s m . Sure enough we d id have some th ings wrong 
and some l e s s important s a i n t s s u b s t i t u t e d f o r some more important 
ones. 

The i n c l o s ed manuscript i s the co r rec ted one and the 
f i n a l one, I hope. I hope tha t you w i l l not send i t back to me and 
t e l l me to do some more work on i t . I f you ask me to do more h i s t o r i c a l 
r e s e a r c h on symbols e tc e t c , I ' l l go c r a z y , 

I t r u s t tha t you enjoy the i dea tha t we are t r j ' i n g to 
put i n t o g l a s s * F a t h e r Michael m i l be p l eased , I hope tha t you w i l l 
a l s o . Le t me hear from you soon. 

C o r d i a l l y y o u r s . a~Lly Yours , 

Fa the r Leo F r i e c s o n , 0 , S . B , 



The f o l l ow ing schema f o r the s t a ined g l a s s windows i n S t , B e n e d i c t ' s 
Church, Richmond, V a , , a s ou t l i ned hy F ^ e r M c h a e l i n conference w i t h me, 
F a t h e r Leo F r i e r s o n , pas to r of S t , -oenedict 's Church, in tends to 
p i r t r a y the h i s t o r y and development of the BenedicMBeOrder from the 
t imeof S t , Bened ic t to the p r esen t , by present ing ineach window one 
outstanding Bened i c t ine S a i n t r ep r e s en ta t i v e of a pe r i od i n the develop­
ment of the monast ic , i n t e l l e c t u a l and s p i r i t u a l growth of the Order 
i n the v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s of Europe, T h i s s i n g l e dominant Bened ic t ine 
Charac t e r , outstanding i n each window, i s to be surrounded by f our 
l e s s dominant S a i n t s who cont r ibuted to the development of the work 
of the major 8a£nt, not by f i g u r e or p i c t u r e but by name i n c l e a r l e t t e r s 
i n the s t a ined g l a s s w£th, perhaps, a symbol ofbthe v;ork hehas done. 

I n each window the re f o r e i s to be one l a r g e medal l ion sorrounded 
by four sma l l ones, the design to be worked out by Mr, P i t a s s i and 
presented to Fst he r Michael and myse l f . 

The nameof the donor ofeach window i s to be i n c l e a r l e t t e r s ( by 
" c l e a r " I m ean r e a d i l y l e g i b l e ) i n the bottom of each window. The 
l e t t e r s are not to be too l a rge or b l u r r e d but e a s i l j ' r eaaao i e . 

Of course the f i r s t window would h a t u r a l l y be S t , Bened i c t , 
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ST , BKMEDIGT FOUICDSR OF THE OHJIER 
S t . Maurus S t . P l a c i d u s 

S t , Sgneti ict was the founder of the Bened ic t ine Order and b u i l t 
h i sn f i r s tbpermanent monastery, now of i n t e r n a t i o n a l fame, at Monte Cass ino . 
T h i s Bened ic t ine S a i n t and Monastery was the "Crad l e of B h r i s t i a n i t y , " 
f o r Yfestern Europe fno m the time of the death of S t , Benedic t which 
happened i n the y ea r 540. ¥ i th S t . Benedict have a lways been assoc i t a ed 
h i s f i r s t two f a v o r i t e d i s c i p l e s , S t . Maurus and S t . P i a c i d u s . These 
two monks-^ia?s* later became Abbots of the new Bened ic t ine foundations 
i n the spread of the Order i n Framee and S i c i l y . 

The f©llowinf f ou r Bened i c t ine S a i n t s werealso founders of m r i o u s 
branches of the Bened i c t i n e Order i n other p a r t s of Europe i n the 
course of the c e n t u r i e s , 

S t , Romuald, Founder of the Camaldolese i n 1020 ("White Hds i t ) 
S t . S y l v e s t e r , Founder of the S y l v e s t r i n e s ( B lue Hab i t ) 
S t . Pe ter C e l e s t i n e , Founder of the Ge l e s t ines (\^hiteHabit) 
S t , Bernard Ptolomeus, Founder of the O l i v e tans 1348 (\vhite Hab i t ) 
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ST , GREGORY THE GREAT, POPE 604 

Apost le of England 

The purpose of t h i s window i s to po r t ray the c on t r i bu t i on of the 
Bened i c t ine Otder to tlce Papacy. Many great Popes were Bened i c t i n e s , 
The f i r s t was S t , Gregory the Grea t , He h i m s e l f was a monk and l a t e r 
abbot of S t , Andrea, Rome, and as the f i r s t o B e n e d i c t i n e pope, helped 
the spread of the Order i n the West, 

Four other great Bened i c t ine Popes wefee: 
^ 3T, Leo IV Pope 855 dBfiehdEltRome aga ins t the Saracens 

( and b u i l t the"Leonine C i t y " (Va t i c an C i t y ) 
S t . Gregory V I I 1085 Hi ldebrand 

x S i . P i u s V Pope 1823 defender of the Church aga ins t ITapoleon 
e s t ab l i shed the See of Richmond, 1820 

Gregory XV I 1846 l a s t Bened ic t ine Pope who died a few ^oi^/~r/^ 
\ a f t e r the Bened i c t ines came to 
^ America 1846 

0" 



I l l 

ST . SCHJ3©ASSICA 
ST. SGHOLA.STICA, S i s t e r of S t . Senedic t 

As S t , Benedic t was the founder of the Bened ic t ine Monks of the West 
so was S t . S c h o l a s t i c a , h i s tw in s i s t e r , the Foundress of the Bene­
d i c t i n e nunsof the West, Great convents were r u l e d over Bened ic t ine 
abbesses and u s u a l l y a nunnery was adjacent to a Bened ic t ine 
monastery w i t h the nuns complementing the work of the monks by 

'^ij^^providing aitenues of s p i r i t u a l a c t i v i t i e s f o r women and g i r l s of 
' tender age. 

The f o l l ow ing are f<?*ir s a i n t s . Abbesses,of Bened i c t ine Convents 
who c a r r i e d on the work of S t , S c h o l a s t i c a , 

S t , H i ldegard , Abbess 
S t , Walburga, Abbess 
S t . Mecht i lda , " 
S t , Gertrude of M v e l l e s , Abbess 

I V 

ST. AUGUSTIHE O .S .B . of 8anterbury 

Bened i c t ine monks spread a l l over Europe and c a r r i e d w i t h them 
Bened i c t ine monast ic ism and C a t h o l i c i s m . I n s p i r e d vdih the ardent 
d e s i r e of Pope S t . Gregory the Great to mal:e the "Ang les" J lAnge ls " , 
S t , Augustine w i th a band of f o r t y monks journeyed to England 
and s e t t l e d i n Canterbury , S t , Augustine became the f i r s t a r c h ­
bishop of aHBiterbury, 

Pour famous Bened i c t ine Bishops of Eng land : 
S t . W i l f r i d , Bishop of York 
S t , Benedic t B i scop , Abbot of S t , Augus t i n e ' s , 

at Canterbury 
S t , Gathber t , Bishop of L i n d i s f a r n e 
S t , Aldhelm, B i^ iop of Sherborne 

ST. BEDE, Monk and Scho lar 

With the growth of mona,sticism i n England came the monks and s cho l a r s 
of the Middle Ages, The monks opened schoo ls , s t a r t e d l i b r a r i e s and 
copied manuscr ip ts on durable and l a s t i n g parchments b e a u t i f u l l y 
i l l u n i i n a t e d andtreuiscr ibed. Thus the Holy B i b l e and a l l anc ient 
sacred and profane l i t e r a t u r e v/as preser'/ed f o r the wor ld , Thesd mSinks 
and s cho l a r s b u i l t the foundat ions of modern educat ion, 

S t , Bede i s l i s t e d as the f i r s t scho lar of England and h i s 
book, "The E c c l e s i a s t i c a l H i s t o r y of Eng land" i s the f i r s t of a long 
s e r i e s of E n g l i s h c l a s s i c s . Other outstanding Bened ic t ine s cho la r s 
and l eade r s are 

S t . Egber t 
S t , Elphege 
Simon of Langham, who foiigSitthe e r r o r s of W y c l i f 
S t . L an f r anc , oppeseddKing W i l l i a m Ru fus . 
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ST . BOKIFACB OP GERllAJSY 

Gatho l io ism and Bened i c t ine Monarchism was c a r r i e d i n t o Germany 
by S t . Boni face who i s c a l l e d the Apost le of Germany, He was to Germany 
^ a t S t , Augustine was to Eng land and S t , P a t r i c k to I r e l a n d , 

Pour other Bened i c t ine S a i n t s , abbots and b ishops , c a r r y i n g on 
the work of Bon i face a r e : 

St,¥SiQnibald, Abbot of Heidenheim 
S t , ¥/ill ibald, Bishop a f E i c h s t a t t » 
S t , Ansgar, Archbishop o f Hairiburg, Apost le of the North 
B l . Rhabanus I l aurus , Archbishop of Mainz 

V I I • • 

ST , AITSSLM, ' Archbishop of Canterbury 

The fame of Bened i c t ine l e a r n i n g and s cho la r sh ip reached i t s c l imax 
i n S t , Anselm i n the t w e l f c en tury . Bened ic t ine e r u d i t i o n , saered a i d 
pro fane , begun by the scho lar l ;/ manuscr ipts of S t . Bede i n the 7 th 
cen tury , culminated i n the great i i i t e l l e c t u a l movement of S c h o l a s t i c i s m 
i n which S t , Anselmnwas the -Benedict ine p ioneer , Jle i s noted f o r h i s 
profound Onto log i ca l Argument f o r the the E x i s t e n c e of God. Ans i im 
openedthe way f o r the b u r s t of sacred l e a r n i n g of the 13th century . 

Pour s c h o l a r l y Bened i c t ine S a i n t s b u i l d i n g to t h i s i d e a l : 
B l , A l c u i n , Abbot and s cho la r 
S t , Wolfgang, of Ra t i sbon , B a v a r i a ' ' 
S t , Pe t e r Damien, C a r d i n a l Bishop of O s t i a 
S t , Thomas Aquinas, Educated at Monte Cass ino , 

V I I I 

ST . BER2J^^JQ) OP CLAIRVAUX 

I n Prance i n the t w e l f century the g r ea t es t fame of the Bened ic t ine 
monaster ies reached i t s apex under the l eadersh ip and in f luence of S t , 
Be rn a rd . He came of a noble f a n i l y and founded the monastery of • 
C i i i r v a u x , from which cha ins of monaster ies of great repute spread a l l 
over P rance , S p i r i t u a l l e ade r sh ip i n the Y/est was centered i n S t . 
Bernard dur ing the per iod of the Crusades . S t , Bernard wore a j ivhi te . 
h a b i t . Prom t h i s t r a d i t i o n oome the Bened ic t ine T r a p p i s t s of the present 
day. 

Pour dominant S a i n t s of these P r end i monaster i es : . 
S t , Robert of Molesme 
B l , Eugene I I I Pope 
B l , Otto of P r e i s i n g 
B l . Bened ic t X I I Bope 

I X 

ST . GERTRUDE THE GREAT 
As the Bened i c t ine monaster ies m u l t i p l i e d and generated s a n c t i t y and 

i n f l u ence i n Europe, Bened i c t ine convents a lso spread th ru the West. 
Marar great and s a i n t l y women become prominent i n the l i f e of the Church, 
Among these was S t , Ger t rude , the Grea t , Abbess, I t was she who f i r s t 
begun the spread of thedeTotion to the Sacred Hea r t . 

Pour other abesses of medieval fame: 
S t , L i oba S t , S the l reda< 
S t , H i l d a |.St, Thec la 



X 

B I 3 I 0 P LEO HAID, ABBOT OP HSLMONT ABEETT 

To l i n k S t , B e n e d i c t ' s Church, of Richmond w i t h the g l o r i o u s Bened i c t ine 
cha in of the pas t c e n t u r i e s Pather Michael chooses t h i s window to be 
dedicated to Bishop Leo Ha id , Abbot of Belmont, Belmont, N.C, and at the 
same time Bishop of the V i c a r i a t e of Uorth C a r o l i n a , whose death 
occurred i n 1924, Bishop Haid was a monk of S t , V i n c e n t ' s Archabbey 
i n Penna. and became the f i r s t Abbot of Belmont Abbey, Bishop Haid 
and the Community a t Belmont Abbey assumed the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the 
growth and progress of the o ld S t . V i n c e n t ' s foundations at i i sa S t . L e o ' s 
Abbey i n F l o r i daand a l so a t Savannh, Ga. and Richmond, Va , Under the 
d i r e c t i o n and subsidy of Belmont Abbey, S t . L e o ' s Abbey and the 
p r i o r i e s and co l l eges a t Savannah and Richmond developed to t h e i r present 
s i z e and splendor . 

Assoc ia t ed w i t h Bishop Haid w i l l be the four names, the Abbey 
from which he came andthe Abbey and p r i o r i e s which he v i r t u a l l y founded 
and developed. 

S t . V i n c e n t ' s 
S t , L e o ' s 
Sanrsoinah 
Richmond 

X I 

THE BOMBING OP MOUTE CASSINO 

Pa ther Michael b e l i e v e s t ha t the l a s t window ought to po r t ray the 
Bened i c t ine present i n which we l i v e . Will the r i s e of wor ld chaos 
i n the present global, war Bened ic t ine l i f e i s being destroyed and 
and r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s a l l over Europe turned to r u i n s . The sadness 
of t h i s s t a t e could be p i c t u r e d by the d e s t r u c t i o n of Monte Cassino 
i n St i t ined g l a s s . I t i s n a t u r a l l y a wor ld catastrophe and the 
Bened i c t ine l i f e i s deeply saddened. Such a scene Y/ould b r ing the a r t 
g l a s s s to ry of Bened ic t ine h i s t o r y up to the present i n vftiich we l i v e 
and stamp the fame of the a r t i s t on a po int i n timeo 

How the a r t i s t and Pa ther Michael in t end to po r t ray the bombing of 
Monte Cass ino , I do not know; but Pa ther I ^ c ^ a e l spoke of the p i c t u r e 
of the famous Abbey on top the h i gh mountain w i th iuaaffiXBcS bombs from 
moving p lanes i n the process of descending upon the Abbey, Monks f l anked 
by German s o l d i e r s are seen descending the h i l l and the American s t a r 
i s seen on the t a i l of the f l y i n g p l a n e s , Monte Cassino has been 
destroyed and r e b u i l t be fore . 

Pope Gregory I I O .S ,B , r e b u i l t the monastery a f t e r 
the Lombard i n v a s i o n . 

Pope V i c t o r I I I O .S .B , again r e b u i l t Monte Cassino a f t e r 
i t s d e s t ruc t i on by the Saracens 

Pope Alexander I I consecratedthe Sbbey i n 1071 
Pope P i u s X I I w i tnessed i t s d e s t ruc t i on i n 1944 


