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AeDe494 The
The first Miracle

During his stay at Enfide, Cyrilla took care of the hougo and porto%
med the ordinary household duties. It happened one day that she borrowed
a sieve from one of her noighion; this she had incautiomsly left on a
table, and by some accident it fell and wu- broken in half, When St. Be-
mﬁn returned, he found her erying bitterly., The tenderhearted boy,
moved uth compassion, took the two pieces of the broken sieve, knolj‘: down
and began to pray. When he arose the sieve was repaired in such a way
that no trace of the fracture was to be found, and he smilingly restored
it to Cyrilla sound and whole. This event soon came to the knowledge of
the people of Enfide, and caused such admiration that the inhabitants
hung up the sieve at the entrance of the church, so that posterity might
know what & high degree of grace God had given the young Benedict, even
evn at the very beginning of his religious life.
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AeDs 494-497 -
The Young Yermit.

"Whoever seeks peace for his soul, let him seek it in places where thee
Te are eaverns, in places of solitude; for there Cod speaks to the hutt
of men,"

From the inseription at the entrance to the Saero Specu.

For three years St. Benediet lived in solitude, in a cave on Monte Care
pineto., Romenus was the only one who knew his hiding place; and who pro-
vided the holy youth wifk bread. The monastery in whiech Romanmus lived was
80 situated that he could not resch the cave exepht by a long and cireui-
tous route though the setusl distance was not great. %o avoid this joure
ny he Mht himself of letting down the food over the edge of the rock
by means of a bashet attached to a rope, & 1ittle bell being fastemed to
the rope to serve as asigmal. One day it happened that the old ennemy,
envying the charity of the one end the refection of the other, seeing a
loaf hﬁg&m, threw a stone and broke the bell, but for allthat Romanus
4id not give up to serve him by all possible means,
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AeDy 494497
Temptations of St. Benedict.

Upon & certain day ST, Benedict being alone, the tempter was at hand
for a little black bird began to fly about his face, so near that the ho=
1y manfd? he would, might have taken 1t with his hand, but after he had
blessed himsel® with the sign of the Cross the bird flew away, andforth-
with tha‘ holy men was asssulted with such a terrible temptation of the
flesh as he had never felt like in all his 1ife, A certain woman there
was which gometime he had seen,the memory of whomthe wicked spirit put
into his mind, and by the representation of her did mightily inflame with
eoncupiscence the soul of Cod's servant, which d4id so ineresse that,al-
most overcome with pleasure, he was of & mind to forsake the wilderness,
But suddenly essisted by God's grace he came %o himgelf, and seeing many
thick briers and nettlebushes nesrby, he cast off his garment and threw
himself in the midst of them, and there wallowed so long that when he rgu
up all his flesh was pityfully torn, and so, by the wound of his body, he
cured those of his soul, in that he turned plessure into pain, and by the
outward burning of extreme smert gquenched thatfire whieh ,being nourrished
before * the fuel of carnal cogitations, did inwardly burn in his soul
m by this mean he overcame the sin, because he made a change of the
ﬂu/ From this time forward he found all temptation of pleasure so sube
_ dued that he never felt any such thing. | I
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Ae Do 497
A priest brings food to 3t. Benediet on Easter Sunday.

IN 497 a certain pious priest in that emuntry, while preparing s din-
ner for himself on Easter-Sunday, heard a voice 'l'vhioh safd: "You are pre-
zurina for yourself s banquet, while my servant Benedict at Subisco is

istressed with hunger.,” The priest immediately set out in quest of the
hermit and with mmech ummﬁy found him, After they had said the prayers
togothorr%athly discoursed for sometime on God and heav things. Then

:h‘y partook of the meel and after they had dined, the priest retmurned
ome o

AuDa 510 7

The Monks of Viecovaro prevail upon 3t. Bemedict to become their Abbot,

"Your manners and mine do not agree.”

The monks of Vieovaro, on the death of their abbot, unanimously elected
%, Benediet in his place. They sent a delegation to him in his cave and
used every argument to induece him to accept the dignity. The Saint refused
to consider their proposal telling them that their menners snd his did not
agree. They, however, ronugd their entreaties, assuring him that it would
be for the glory of Cod and 'the good of their souls. Theselast reasons
at last prevailed and the Saint reluctantly y#lddd. ‘uitting his retreat
the holy man set out for his new abode, heavy at heart on account of the
burden hé had taken upon himself,
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. AeDs BIO
The Poisoned Cup.

"May Almighty Cod have merecy on you and forgive you.Why did you treat
me in this manner? Did diohiot tell you beforehand that your manner of li-
g could never agree with mine? Go your ways, and seek some other father
suitsble to your own conditions, For I intend now not to stay among you

any longer."

9t. Benediet soon found out that the manners of the monks of Vieovaro
did not square with his just ides of a momsstic state. At length matters c
came to & orisis. The most depraved among the brethren, having taken coun=-
sel among themselves, determined to poison their saintly mester and spi-
ritual father. They procured some deadly eotion which they put into the
cup from which he dayly drank. While the brethren weee assembled in the
dining-room, the server steps forward with the poisoned cup and offers it
to the Seint. When according to his custom, before he drank of it he made

the sign of the Crossowwer the cux.;a it broke as if & stone had fallen upon -

it. The gui¥ty monks were paralyzed with terror. St Beneddet , rising with
a ealm sount ce, thus addressed the monks: "May Almighty God have mer=-
oy on you and forgive you. Why 4id you treat me in this mammer? Did I not
tell"ete-siec supra, -- Thus taking leave of them, he returned to Subiacum.

A.D. 523
Msurus saves Placidus from drowming.

"fiake haste brother Maurus, for the boy who went to fetoh the water,
has fallen into the lskethe is already caught by e strong current.”

One dsy Plaeidus, then a boy about eight years old, went to the lake
to feteh water. S dng down to f£ill the pitcher he lost his balance and
fell in. St. Benedict seeing the accident, guiekly ealled Maurus and com=
manded him to reseue Placidus, Having received 5t. Benedict®s blessing,
¥aurus ren qui over the water of the lake and taking hold of the hair,
brought Placidus safely on land, Only then Maurus realized that he had
been on water, Hurrying back the two boys told St. Benedict what
had ha « 3t. Benedict attributed this to the prompit obedience of Mau=-
s, Maurus, however, disclamed any shewe in the miracle. Placidus decided
the matter saying: "When I was drawn out of the water I saw the parment
of our father over my head, and it seemed to me that he drew me out."



A.D. B23<529
3t. Benediet draws Vater from a Roek,

"Go and dig & little at the spot on that mountain, where you will g%nd
three stones placed on top dfesach other. Almighty CGod shall bring forth
waterfrom the mountain top to spsme you the trouble of such & long walk",
Among the monasteries founded by St, Benedict there were three situa-
ted almost on the summit of the mountain, In consequence themonks suffe-
red much from want of water and were foreced to feteh it from a lake half
a mile Welow on a road exceedingly steep and dangerous. They therefore re-
quested "St. Benedict to ehange the loozééon their monasteries. 3t. Be-

nedict consoled them and promésed reli same night, taking the boy
Placiduswidh him he went up the mountain side %o pray. His prayers fini-
shed, he placed three stones to mark the spot wheme he prayed and retur~
ned to his monastery. The following day, when the brethren came again to
complain, 3t. Bemedict said to them: "Co and dig e 1little ete.-sic supra-"
Having reached the spot indiceted by 3t. Benedict, they found the rock
alreasdy moist. They dug & hole, whéch was soon filled with water. Water '
burst forth in such abbundance that it overflowed into the valley below,

AJD. 529 7/
The Poisoned Loaf,

"In the name of Jesus Christ take this bread, and carry it to a place
where no man shall be able to find it,==«==-Do not be afraid to 1ift it
up and put it where it camnot be found.”

Many people came to St. Benedict for counsel and spiritual direction.
This aroused the envy of a neiBhbor parish-priest by the name of Fule
gentius. See t he could not dissusde the people from coming to Ste
Benediet, he y#elded to a most diabolical suggestion. It was customery im
those flays to send each other blessed breadiinttoken of friendship. Flo=
rentius under the guise of Christian courtesy sent a poisoned loaf of brea
to 3t. Benedict, When the monks were assembled in the refectory at dimmer
time, a raven also came to receive food from the hands of the saint s wa
its wont. 5t. Benedict commsnded it to ca the bread to a place where no
one would find it. The raven opened its mouth, and fluttered about, and |
hﬁggod ng and down around the loaf, croaking as much ag to say that it was
willing to do what it was toléd hni had not the power. Seeing this ST, Be=
nedict repeated his command. it last the raven made s supreme effort, fi-
xed its beak into the loaf and flew away, rveturning aféer three hours to
receive its acoustomed meal,
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he very windows of the mons dhi ron to dange disport them -
selves in the sight of the monks, R ngthe gres anger for hig chil-
dren, St. Benedict decided * [ jubisco. Having arranged the affairs “

of his monasteries at Subisco, he departed taking with him a few of the
brethren.

, A.D, 529 ~ /'5'
S%. Benediet Destroys the Tdol Of Apollo,
The gooph of Monte Cassino were giﬂn to idolatry and superstition.Having
reache

d his desbination, 3t. Benedict began to destroy the pagan altars,
breaking the idols and burming the heathen groves.

A.De 530
The Erection of the Vonastery. / 6
The Immovable Stone

One day, when the monks were clesning the site they found s hrgc gtone,
which they thought might be useful for building. When they tried to éft
it, to their amazement they found that it remaineé immovable,though ordi-
narily one man could have eesily kewme moved it. The monks reported this
matter to St. Benedict. He immeddately saw that this was the work of the
spirit, After sa a short prayer, he blessed the stone and it oonldg_ -
be éarried sway with the greatest of n* .




AsD. 530 /{
A NHoviece Raised to Life

Again, whi¥#t the monks were building a wall, the devil appeared to St.
Benedict and“mockingly told him thet he wae going to vieit his children at
their work. The saint immediately sent a messanger to warn the brethren.
.No sooner had he arrived, the wall suddenly gave away and crushed a young
novice, the son of a Roman senator. The boy was so mangled and crushed
that he had to be carried in & ssck to St. Benediet. Having dismissed $ne
brethren, the Saint locked the door and implored God to restore life to the
bruised corpse. Presently the novice rose up sound and well as he had beem
before the accident. And 3t. Benedict sent him back to his work.

AeDe 536 / 26
The Holy Rule.

Some historians claim thst 5t. Benedict wrote his famous Pule in 536.
Among all the wonderful deeds performed by 3t. Benedict is the creation of
the Holy Rule, asserts St., Gregory. "It cannot be denied,he writes, that
the men of God wacs illustrious not merely by the many mirasecles he wrought
but also on account of his doetrine; for he wrote a Bule for his monks

@@lent for its wisdom and prudence and marvelous for the clearness of
gpee That it was dictated by the Holy Spirit we see clearly from the
universal respect and azzrooiation in which it has always been held, and
and from the faet that was adopted by 211 the Vestern monks and commen=-
ded by many Counecils.




f;.D. 542
calla, the Goth.

Galla, one of the captains of Botila, king of the Coths, was an Arian,
and his hatred for Catholics was such that he considered no eruelty too
barberous to infliet on any he met. One day, having set out as usual to
plunder and pillage,he met a laborer, and seizing him began to maltreat
him, with the hope of obtaining eny small earnings he might have., The poor
man trying to get away from his tormentor by referring the case to 5%.
Benedict,”said that he had entrusted his savings to the abbot of Yonte Ca-
gsino. Upon this the barbarian bound him with 8 rope and drove him before
his horse to the abbey. 5t. Benediet was sitting at the gate reading.

When the laborer caught sight of him he pointed him out to Calla say :

"ghis is Pather Benediot,of whom I spoke." The Goth, thinking to frighten
the 3aint, shouted to him in an insolent manner: "Rise sir, and hand over

this fellow's property which he tells me you have in your keeping."

5t. Benedict merely raised his eyes from his book and looked at the
ruffien and his prisoner. At the same moment the cords whieh bound the pea~
sant fell from him, On Beholding this Calla was struck with fear, and dis-
mounting he threw himself at the 3Saint's feel. St.Renedict, however kept
on resding; and calling one of the monks, told him %o take Galla and give
him some refreshement., ifter he had teken some food,the Saint exhorted him
to change his impious mode of life. Overcome by the Saint's words, he re-
tired and left the poor labored in pesce.

AeDeb42 , =0
Totila's Deception Discovered.

"put off, my son, those robes which you wear, for they do not belong to
you."

Totile the Arian king of the Goth#, having heard of the sanctity of
3t. Benedict,resolved to find out if he really had the gift of prophesy.
with this end in view, he caused his swordbearer, named Riggo,to array
himeelf in the royal robes, and attended by the %hroo prineipal lords of
his court, he sent him to the monastery. 3%, Benedict was sitting near the
gate when they srrived, No sooner nhad he perceived them, than he called to
Riggo: "My son, put off those robes which you wear, for they do not belong
o vou." The moek-king, being struck with a panic for attempting to decei=
ve the man of @od, fell prostrate at hi  feet,together withhis attendants,
Returning to the king, they related what had oceurred.




A.D. 542 :
Totila's visit to 3t.Benedict.

Then Totila went in person to viait the venorable abbot, and seeing him
in the distance he also was afraid to approsch,and overcome with awe he
fell down at his feet. St. Benedict rebuked him for his wickedness profhe-
gying the evils which would in consequense befall him. Fe said, "You do
evil things, you have committed meny orimes, bubt now at last amend your
sinful life. You will enter Rome, cross the ses, reign nine years and you
will dle in the tenths The prophesy was verified when Totila took Rome in
546 crossed to Sieily in 549 and returning to Italy,died in August 552,

AeDes B43 . -
3t. Benedict sends Vaurus to France.

"My sons, this enterprise you are undertaking for the love of our Lord
is a very important one, therefore I am confident thet He, Himself will
give you the strength you need, If when God ealls me out of this world
I have any power with Him, rest assured that the help of my prayers will
never fail you."

moward thedolose of the yesr 542, Innocent, bishop of Le Mans, sent
an embassy to S%t, Benedict with the request to make a foundation in his
own diocese. The Saint granted the request and decided to sent !aurus into

Franee, Onthe tenth of Jemmary, 543 the monks assembled to bid s last
taruwoil o Vauryus and his four companions,Faustus,Simplicius, Anthony and
L Constantine, 3t.Benediet blessed them and said: "My sond, this enterprise
| ggu are ete.-sic supra-.” Then he gave lMaurus a copy of the Rule which he
d writted with his own hends. He also gave him emong other relics & ple~

ce of the true Cross,.

7 -
A«De 543 o~

Death of 3t. Scholastiecs,

Three days after this remarkable meeting, Scholastina died in her con-
vent on the tenth of February, 543. At the hour of her death, St. Benedict
was in his cell,when raising his eyes he saw the soul of his sister ascen-
ding to heaven in the form of a dove. Filled with Joy at her happy passage
1 he gave thanks to Cod end announced her death to his brethren.




- g T { R [* e n Bt it a B & n DEN pui puasEE e e e
Y ?v ; 3 &
. ! : 5
\ { .

A.JD,543
The translation of the Body of 3t. Scholastica to Monte Cassino,
vely and comely in their Iifc. even in death they were not divided.” ,

|
} 2 K s 1. 28,

St. Benedict sent some monks to bring-the body of his sistergto his .
monagtery,where he buried it in the ve he had prepared for h 1L,

As the souls of Benediet and Scholastica were always one in Cod while thoy
lived, so their bodies continued togq@hor after death.

| AsD.543
D‘ea,th’ of 3T, Benedict. é
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his Saints” 75
! ON the 15thof Mareh St. Benediet had his grave opened. Scarcely had this |
been done than he was seized by a violent fever which consumed the little ‘
' 1ife still remaining in him, Day by day his illness gained ground and he
more feeble, nntll at 1 on the sixth day,calling his brothronh

grew |
- he bade them to carry him to the church, there to receive for the last 1
me the Sascred Body snd Blood of Vur Lora Jesus Christ. ;

73
Standing inthe oratory, supported by his sorrowing children, he died, |
his hands uplifted to heaven in prayer, on the 21th of March,b43. {
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