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H E C H U R C H completes a group of bu i ld ings 
begun i n t h e ' s p r i n g of 1911, w h e n the college 
b u i l d i n g w a s la id out in the presence of R i g h t 
R e v e r e n d L e o H a i d . D . D . , O. S. B . , A b b o t of 
B e l m o n t , N . C . ; V e r y R e v e r e n d E d w a r d 
Me3'er, O . S. B . , pr ior and pastor of S t . 
M a r y ' s C h u r c h , R i c h m o n d , V i r g i n i a . T h e 
f i rst b u i l d i n g w a s i n the I t a l i a n R o m a n e s q u e 
s ty le of a r ch i te c ture , and i t determined the 
s ty l e of a l l fu ture b u i l d i n g s — t h e P r i o r y as 
w e l l as the C h u r c h . W i t h the school w a s 
bu i l t the bel l t ower or campani le , w h i c h n o w 
1)alances the group, and i n c i d e n t a l l y e l iminated 
a large i tem of expense on the present C h u r c h 
b u i l d i n g proposi t ion. 

B a s i l i c a S t y l e 

R o m a n e s q u e w a s the s ty le of a r t i n w h i c h 
the C h u r c h expressed i ts ideals prev ious to the 
development of tha t great C h r i s t i a n a r t k n o w n 
as " G o t h i c , " w h i c h , in i ts pure f o r m , more 
e x a c t l y expresses the ideals and i n s p i r a t i o n of 
the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h t h a n a n y other a r t . T h i s 
b u i l d i n g is of the bas i l i ca type , embel l i shed b y 
B y z a n t i n e c a r v i n g , color, and o rnamentat i on . 
O r i g i n a l l y the bas i l i ca w a s the adaptat ion of 
the home of the noble R o m a n to the needs of 
the e a r l y C h r i s t i a n communi t i e s . I t s a t r i u m 
w a s used a s a place of m e e t i n g and a temple 
of sacri f ice . L a t e r , c e r ta in accommodat ions 
w e r e p r o v i d e d : the t ransept , the n a r t h e x and 
the b a p t i s t r y . I t s proport ions w e r e increased . 
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and symbo l i c o rnamenta t i on w a s added, u n t i l 
it developed into the a d m i r a b l e ecc les iast i ca l 
edifice, finding i t s perfect ion in the t enth to the 
t w e l f t h c e n t u r y , and r e m a i n i n g to th is day as 
i n s p i r i n g and l a s t i n g w o r k s of a r t . S o l i d i t y , 
s t rength , and a sense of permanence c h a r a c ­
ter ize a l l of these s t r u c t u r e s . 

I 
O r i g i n a l D e s i g n 

S t . Bened i c t ' s C h u r c h is not a copy or repro ­
duct ion of a n y p a r t i c u l a r old w o r l d s t r u c t u r e , 
but i t is of the type and i n the sp i r i t of the 
ear ly C h r i s t i a n ages, augmented b y the ref ine­
ments of the B y z a n t i n e and suppl ied w i t h some 
of the i n s p i r i n g a r t s of the e a r l y Goth i c . 

P l a n 

T h e floor p l a n l ayout of th i s C h u r c h is in the 
f o r m of a L a t i n cross . T h e a u d i t o r i u m is the 
shaf t of the c r o s s ; the f a i t h f u l are the body 
of C h r i s t ; the t ransepts f o r m the t w o a r m s of 
the S a v i o r , e x t e n d i n g out to d r a w a l l m e n unto 
H i m s e l f ; the s a n c t u a r y is the u p r i g h t r i s i n g 
f r o m between the a r m s of the cross , w h e r e 
rested the head of C h r i s t . F r o m there the 
C h u r c h is directed b y the i n s p i r a t i o n w h i c h 
comes to the f a i t h f u l f rom the ho ly sacri f ice 
and f rom the insp i red w o r d of God . 

S a i n t s B e n e d i c t , M a r u s a n d P l a c i d u s 

A b o v e the e n t r y on the outside is c a r v e d 
the figure of S t . B e n e d i c t , the patron of th i s 
C h u r c h , and h is t w o d isc ip les , S t . M a r u s and 
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• 

S t . P l a c i d u s , w h o w e r e of the f i rst miss i onar i e s 
sent by h i m to the w o r k of c o n v e r t i n g nat ions 
to the f a i t h . T h i s s cu lp ture symbo l i zes to the 
f a i t h f u l the great w o r k of the Bened i c t ine 
O r d e r , to wdiich h i s t o r y accredits the con­
vers i on of W e s t e r n E u r o p e . T h e m o n k s w e n t 
for th from their monaster ies i n great n u m ­
bers, p o p u l a t i n g the nat ions w i t h m i s s i o n ­
ar ies ; d i r e c t i n g the f a i t h f u l as B i s h o p s , and 
m a n y t imes r u l i n g the ent ire C h u r c h as Popes . 
O n the l i n t e l j u s t over the door is the motto 
of the Bened i c t ine O r d e r , " U t i n O m n i b u s 
Glor i f i c e tur D e u s , " " T h a t in a l l th ings G o d 
m a y be g lor i f i ed . " 

R a d i a t i o n o f L o v e a n d R e l i g i o n 

I n the great stone w h e e l w i n d o w above these 
f igures in the inner c i rc le is C h r i s t the I n f i n i t e ; 
the r a d i a t i n g spokes of the w h e e l are the 
t w e l v e apostles , sent f o r t h b y H i m into the 
who le w o r l d to teach a l l n a t i o n s — " G o i n g 
therefore teach ye a l l n a t i o n s ; b a p t i z i n g them 
in the name of the F a t h e r , and of the Son , and 
of the H o l y G h o s t " ( M a t t h e w , chapter X X I I I , 
v s . 19 ) . F a t h e r C h a r l e s R e t t g e r and F a t h e r 
M a r k C a s s i d y , the sons of S t . Bened i c t , f o rmer 
pastors of th i s congregat ion , w i l l l ong be r e ­
membered in th is p a r t i c u l a r p a r i s h as ones w h o 
rad iated f rom the soul of C h r i s t the s p i r i t of 
love and re l ig ion . 

G e n u i n e M a t e r i a l s E x p r e s s T r u t h 

I n t e r i o r l y the C h u r c h is designed w i t h but 
one thought , n a m e l y : that a l l a t tent ion m a y be 
directed to the A l t a r of Sacr i f i ce and to C h r i s t 
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r e s t i n g in H i s H o l y T a b e r n a c l e . W e have , 
therefore, endeavored to create i n th is C h u r c h 
b u i l d i n g a re l ig ious atmosphere bef i t t ing the 
T e m p l e of G o d w h e r e i n a l l th ings m a y a id i n 
deve loping devot ion to O u r L o r d i n H i s 
T a b e r n a c l e . I t is not a m u s e u m of a r t . A l l 
m a t e r i a l s used have , b y the a id of the ar ts and 
cra f t s , been so shaped and ar ranged that , as a 
who le , they serve the purpose of a r o u s i n g the 
sp i r i t of devot ion to the Creator . T h e r e i s , 
therefore , no ar t i f i c i a l m a t e r i a l s used i n th i s 
b u i l d i n g ; there is no i m i t a t i o n or c o v e r i n g u p ; 
e v e r y t h i n g is n a t u r a l as G o d created i t ; so be 
it wood, or stone, or marb le , or g ran i te , or c l a y ; 
i t appears e x a c t l y w h a t i t i s , and as n o t h i n g 
else. T h e s t r u c t u r e i tse l f teaches openness, 
candor and i n t e g r i t y , the same doctr ine as is 
t aught by w o r d - o f - m o u t h f r o m the pulp i t . 

I n s p i r i n g I n t e r i o r 

I n t e r i o r l y the C h u r c h has the poetic q u a l i ­
ties of he ight and depth, m i g h t and s t rength , 
and is pervaded 1)y a soft, re l ig ious l i ght , q u a l i ­
t ies w h i c h should charac ter i ze a temple of the 
A l m i g h t y , p r o d u c i n g i n w e a k m e n a sp i r i t of 
respect and reverence . D i s t a n c e , and long 
d r a w n out a is les , r e m i n d the f a i t h f u l of the 
necess i ty of w e n d i n g the ir w a y care fu l l y i n the 
long p a t h w a y to s a l v a t i o n , the end of w h i c h 
is C h r i s t ; he ight insp i res t h e m to look u p w a r d 
to the ir heaven ly home and a w a y f r o m the 
sordid th ings of e a r t h ; m i g h t and s t rength g ive 
to them a sense of the permanent t r u t h s of 
God 's C h u r c h and confidence to res t the ir f a i th 
in t h e m . 
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A r t G l a s s B e s p e a k s G l o r y 

T h e a r t g lass creates tha t sul )dued Hght 
w h i c h c a l m s the turbulence of m a n k i n d , shuts 
out the g lamor of the w o r l d , l e a v i n g the sou! 
at rest , free to c ommune w i t h i ts M a k e r . T h e 
ant ique g lass pa ints the atmosphere , as the 
g l o r y of God 's s u n l i g h t t r i c k l e s t h r o u g h , send­
i n g darts of m a n y r i c h colors, s c i n t i l l a t i n g and 
danc ing p r i s m a t i c a l l y t h r o u g h the b u i l d i n g ; 
decorat ing the w a l l , the floor, the pulp i t , or 
the c l o t h i n g of the k n e e l e r s ; ever chang ing , 
ever v a r y i n g , as the s u n moves w i t h the t ime 
of d a y ; an a r t i s t ever present , t r a n s f o r m i n g 
the scenes, the colors, the l i ghts and shadows , 
f rom m o r n i n g u n t i l noon and into the dusk of 
evening , a l w a y s s p e a k i n g of the g l o r y of God , 
and b r i n g i n g to life at a l l hours of day dead 
m a t e r i a l s w h i c h have been construc ted into 
form. T h e g lass here ins ta l l ed has been f a b r i ­
cated f rom the h ighest grade of E n g l i s h pot 
m e t a l , leaded into f o rm after the fash ion of 
the w i n d o w w o r k s of the middle a g e s ; a r c h a i c 
and s p a r k l i n g they are , poss ib ly , the r i ches t 
ant ique w i n d o w s ins ta l l ed i n a n y c h u r c h of 
the S o u t h . T h e seven w i n d o w s i n the sanc ­
t u a r y above the a l tar , symbo l i ze the S e v e n 
S a c r a m e n t s , and are placed as a m e m o r i a l to 
the R e v e r e n d H u g h J . M c K e e f r y , beloved de­
ceased pastor of S a i n t P a t r i c k ' s C h u r c h , R i c h ­
mond. 

C e i l i n g s a n d W a l l s A i d A c o u s t i c s 

T h e ce i l ings d i sp lay rugged s t rength , be ing 
t imbered and h a v i n g panels f i l led w i t h C e l l o -
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tex , g i v i n g acoust i c qual i t ies w h i c h e l iminate 
the a u d i t o r i u m reverbera t i on , so that the voice 
of the speaker m a y be heard d i s t i n c t l y and the 
notes of the organ conta in the ir t rue v a l u e . 

T h e r o u g h t e x t u r e of b r i c k w a i n s c o t i n g , as 
also the roughened f in ish of the p laster , are 
also a help to the fine acoust ic qual i t ies of the 
bu i ld ing . T h e floors throughout , except under 
pews , are b u r n t c l a y t i le , var i ega ted i n color, 
ant ique , as in the churches of old. 

Oak and Granite 

T h e p e w s and c h a i r s in the s a n c t u a r y are a l l 
w h i t e oak and the on ly wood used a n y w h e r e 
in the bu i ld ing . T h e five a l t a r s , the pulp i t , the 
c o m m u n i o n r a i l , the b a p t i s m a l fount, are made 
of g ran i te , the k i n g of stones, w h i c h is super ior 
in beauty , s t r ength and endurance to a l l other 
stones. T h i s p a r t i c u l a r gran i te is a delicate 
shade of p i n k , and w a s q u a r r i e d at S a l i s b u r y , 
N o r t h C a r o l i n a . T h e t w e n t y co lumns and 
pedestals , and their carved caps, are of the 
same gran i te . S t . B e n e d i c t ' s C h u r c h w i l l be 
unique in th i s r egard , h a v i n g a l l of the above 
i tems u n i f o r m l y of g ran i te of spec ia l design for 
th i s p a r t i c u l a r C h u r c h , s imple but eloquent, 
and i m p r e s s i v e i n charac ter . 

Dignity of Altar and Equipment 

T h e m a i n a l t a r and i t s T a b e r n a c l e , the cen­
ter of a l l a c t i v i t i e s in the CathoHc C h u r c h , is 
construc ted to conform w i t h the r u b r i c s . I t 
has no e laborat ion , but is a so lemn and d i g n i ­
fied table of sacr i f ice , spacious i n s ize , a n d 

Page Fifteen 



V E ; ! Y R E V . E D W A R D M E Y E R , O . S . B . , 
Beginner of St. Benedict's Parish 



elegant i n f o r m . O n i t r es t s , free and unob­
s t ruc ted , the T a b e r n a c l e as a n e w A r k of the 
C o v e n a n t . A b o v e t h i s , r e s t i n g upon four co l ­
u m n s and made of the same gran i te , is the 
canopy. T h e door of the T a b e r n a c l e is of 
gold. T h e a l tar has a screen r o u n d about f o r m ­
i n g a n a m b u l a t o r y , and on th is screen is a r i c h 
drapery of ecc les iast i ca l design. T h e candle 
s t i c k s and c ruc i f i xes are a l l of so l id bronze , 
designed espec ia l ly for t h i s a l tar and made to 
age and g r o w ant ique Avith t h e C h u r c h . 

E x t e r i o r l y as w e l l as i n t e r i o r l y , the C h u r c h 
has no o r n a m e n t w h i c h has not i ts ecc les i ­
a s t i c a l s y m b o l i s m ; the c a r v i n g s , the a l t a r s , the 
o r n a m e n t a l caps on the co lumns , the designs of 
the a r t g lass , the h a n d - w r o u g h t B a p t i s t r y g r i l l , 
e v e r y t h i n g is to a purpose, h a v i n g a s y m b o l i ­
c a l f o r m or color. 

I n d i r e c t L i g h t i n g 

T h e l i g h t i n g of the C h u r c h is w h a t is k n o w n 
as the ind irec t s y s t e m . T h e l i g h t i n g f i x ture 
be ing p r a c t i c a l l y e l iminated , and a l l l i ghts be­
i n g reflected i n d i r e c t l y , adds m y s t e r y a n d 
sp i r i t to the C h u r c h , and e l iminates the d i s ­
t r a c t i n g feature of the o r n a m e n t a l l i g h t i n g fix­
ture . I n and a r o u n d the a l tar , or s a n c t u a r y , 
no l i g h t i n g fixture or bulb is v i s ib l e , on ly c a n ­
dle l i ght , or the l i v i n g l i gh t of f a i t h of C h r i s t , 
the L i g h t of the w o r l d . 

T h e s a n c t u a r y l a m p , w h i c h is pendant f rom 
the great a r c h l ead ing into the s a n c t u a r y , i s of 
spec ia l des ign for th i s C h u r c h . I t i s made of 
b u r n i s h e d brass , and has the same charac ter of 
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s t rength and d u r a b i h t y , as a l l other fitments 
throughout . 

C h u r c h A l m o s t F u l l y C o m p l e t e 

T h e r e are l a c k i n g for the complet ion of the 
C h u r c h the e leven side aisle a r t g lass w i n d o w s , 
the fourteen s tat ions of the cross , and some of 
the s t a t u a r y . W h e n these are suppl ied , the 
C h u r c h w i l l a t t a i n the fu l l s p i r i t w h i c h has 
been sought after , and there w i l l then be no 
f u r t h e r need for o rnamenta t i on for m a n y y e a r s 
to come. I t has been spec ia l ly so designed and 
so desired that th i s C h u r c h be noted for its 
s i m p l i c i t y , w h i c h n a t u r a l l y exc ludes a great 
n u m b e r of devot ional ar t i c les and o r n a m e n t a ­
t ions . 

E d i f i c e E x p r e s s e s S p i r i t o f R e l i g i o n 

T h e C h u r c h has been designed by the R e v ­
erend F a t h e r M i c h a e l M c l n e r n e y , O. S . B . , 
w h o has endeavored to express the sp i r i t of 
re l ig ion as it is l i ved in the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , 
and to symbo l i ze , as far as possible, by the use 
of m a t e r i a l th ings , the t r u t h s of the Catho l i c 
C h u r c h , increase devot ion to the B l e s s e d S a c ­
r a m e n t , and arouse hope in a future l i fe . T h e 
s t r u c t u r e is of s u c h charac ter tha t it w i l l i m ­
prove w i t h age and become more venerable as 
the y e a r s go by . I t i s hoped that , in th is sp i r i t , 
perhaps in the m a n y y e a r s to come, as men are 
insp i red to love and devot ion t h r o u g h the i n ­
s t r u m e n t a l i t y of th i s b u i l d i n g , as w h e n they 
come here to p r a y , the i r thoughts w i l l r e v e r t 
to those w h o have done th is w o r k ; to those 
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w h o have made sacri f ices for i t and w h o , 1)y 
the ir devot ion and l o y a l t y , have made it poss i ­
ble ; and that , i n r e m e m b e r i n g t h e m , they w i l l 
oflfer up a p r a y e r for their departed souls . I t 
m a y be tha t w e w h o have w r o u g h t in these 
days w i l l at tha t t ime reap a r e w a r d for the 
good w o r k w e have done. 

T h e c r a f t s m e n and a r t i s t s employed on th i s 
b u i l d i n g have entered into the sp i r i t of the 
w o r k , and each one has g i v e n sa t i s fa c to ry ser ­
v ice . T h e a r t i s t i c w o r k w a s done by m e n of 
f a i th and devot ion, w h o w e r e able to put i n ­
sp i ra t i on of the k i n d desired into the m a t e r i a l s 
w h i c h thev handled . 
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The Architect 
T h e V e r y R e v . M i c h a e l M c l n e r n e y , O . S . B . , 

the arch i tec t and pr ime mover of S t . B e n e d i c t ' s 
C h u r c h , deserves a l l possible praise that c a n 
be l a v i s h e d upon h i m . H i s h u m i l i t y and u n ­
a s s u m i n g disposi t ion prevent his proper recog­
n i t i on b y those w h o have not had contact w i t h 
h i m , but his a b i l i t y arouses the a d m i r a t i o n of 
a l l w h o k n o w h i m and h is s i n g u l a r record . 

F o r more t h a n t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s , w h i l e l i v ­
i n g the monast i c l i fe in B e l m o n t A b b e y , F a t h e r 
M i c h a e l has p lanned and directed the c o n s t r u c ­
t ion of m a n y churches , convents , educat ional 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , o rphan a s y l u m s , hospi ta ls a n d 
recreat ion bu i ld ings throughout the S o u t h A t ­
lant i c States and also i n the P i t t s b u r g h D i o ­
cese. 

A s the m o n k s of the M i d d l e A g e s have left 
the ir e n d u r i n g impress upon the her i tage of 
modern l i t e ra ture , so has F a t h e r M i c h a e l be­
queathed to the present and fu ture C h u r c h of 
the S o u t h the f r u i t s of h i s p iety , knowledge and 
se l f -sacr i f i ce . H i s motto has a l w a y s b e e n : 
" I n a l l th ings m a y G o d be g l o r i f i e d ! " 
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History of the Parish 
Benedictine Boys ' H i g h School 

T h e Bened i c t ines came to R i c h m o n d in 1860, 
at the i n v i t a t i o n of B i s h o p M c G i l l , to open a 
h igh school and do p a r i s h w o r k . I n 1911 
B i s h o p V a n D e V y v e r ins i s ted that the B e n e ­
dict ine F a t h e r s b u i l d a sui table h i g h school , 
adequate to accommodate the C a t h o l i c boys 
of R i c h m o n d and suburbs for m a n y y e a r s to 
come. B i s h o p L e o H a i d , O. S . B . , A b b o t 
of B e l m o n t , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , compl ied w i t h h i s 
request , o n h ' on the condit ion that a p a r i s h l)e 
at tached . O u t of th i s agreement arose S t . 
B e n e d i c t ' s C h u r c h and the fine group of b u i l d ­
ings ad j o in ing , devoted to the education of 
C a t h o l i c 3'outh of the c i ty . 

St. Gertrude's Convent and H i g h School 

N o r w a s the mat ter of the h igher education 
of the y o u n g w o m e n of the p a r i s h overlooked. 
I n J u n e , 1912, w o r k w a s begun on S t . G e r ­
trude 's C o n v e n t and H i g h Schoo l . 3201 S t u a r t 
A v e n u e . I n F e b r u a r y , 1913, the convent w a s 
occupied by a group of S i s t e r s under S i s te r 
G e r t r u d e ; and , on F e b r u a r y 25, 1913, the 
b u i l d i n g w a s blessed b y B i s h o p O ' C o n n e l l . 
H e r e i n a beaut i fu l l i t t l e p a r k , embowered 
a m i d flowers and v i n e s , trees and s h r u b s , the 
Bened i c t ine S i s t e r s are c a r r y i n g on the ir l i fe 
w o r k , educat ing our y o u n g w o m e n . 
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Parochial School 

I n 1923, w h e n F a t h e r M a r k C a s s i d y , O. S . B . , 
w a s pastor , S t . B e n e d i c t ' s P a r o c h i a l Schoo l , at 
G r o v e a n d B e l m o n t A v e n u e s , began i t s w o r k 
w i t h the Bened i c t ine S i s t e r s in charge . T o d a y 
i t is a flourishing school of 350 pupi l s . T h e 
convent home for the paroch ia l S i s t e r s s tands 
next to the school . 

Complete Group of C h u r c h Bui ldings 

T h e C h u r c h , the p r i o r y , the Bened i c t ine 
H i g h Schoo l , the paroch ia l school and convent 
and S t . G e r t r u d e ' s C o n v e n t and H i g h Schoo l 
const i tute a complete group of bu i ld ings , a t ­
t e s t i n g the progress ive w o r k accompl i shed by 
the Bened i c t ine O r d e r i n W e s t E n d of R i c h ­
mond . 

Father Edward Meyer, O . S. B . 

T h e Bened i c t ine foundat ion in W e s t E n d 
w a s a c t u a l l y begun b y F a t h e r E d w a r d M e y e r , 
O . S . B . , at tha t t ime pastor of S t . M a r y ' s 
C h u r c h of R i c h m o n d . H e labored a d m i r a b l y 
and inde fa t igab ly to ra ise funds for the erec­
t i on of the b u i l d i n g , best k n o w n as B e n e d i c ­
t ine Col lege , w h i c h for y e a r s served as C h u r c h , 
school and p r i o r y . 



M A I N A L T A R A N D S A N C T U A R Y ] 



f ound ing and f i r m l y and progress ive ly develop­
i n g h is p a r i s h a l o n g s p i r i t u a l l ines , and also 
a l ong those m a t e r i a l l ines w h i c h are c losely 
connected w i t h the s p i r i t u a l , F a t h e r C h a r l e s , 
w i t h the zea l of the t rue apostle tha t he w a s , 
t h r e w h imse l f hear t and soul into the great 
w o r k at hand . F l e l i ved to see S t . Bened i c t ' s 
p a r i s h not on ly take shape, but also in a state 
of c o n t i n u a l development , w h i c h , o w i n g to the 
f i rm foundat ion he so eff ic iently la id , has in the 
present at ta ined a m a x i m u m degree of progress 
and completeness . F a t h e r C h a r l e s wore h i m ­
self out in the arduous labors of s t a r t i n g and 
deve loping a n e w congregat ion , and l i t e r a l l y 
died " i n h a r n e s s " October 14, 1916. H i s r e ­
l ig ion w a s one of o p t i m i s m , of j oy , of b r i g h t ­
ness. H e w a s loved by a l l . 

Father M a r k Cassidy, O . S. B . 
T h e successor of F a t h e r C h a r l e s w a s F a t h e r 

M a r k C a s s i d y , O. S. B . , a most zealous pr iest , 
w h o , b i g in body, w a s also l i k e h is predecessor, 
b ig in m i n d and heart . H i s who le object w a s 
to cont inue the w i s e policies i n a u g u r a t e d by 
F a t h e r C h a r l e s and to add to them a n y fur ther 
means of success to meet the n e w and c h a n g ­
i n g condit ions of h i s t ime. A m o n g s t other 
f r u i t s of h i s endeavors m a y be spec ia l ly m e n ­
t ioned the b u i l d i n g of the paroch ia l school and 
of the convent . F a t h e r M a r k became p r a c ­
t i c a l l y a l i v i n g m a r t y r to duty . W i t h such ear­
nestness and devot ion did he labor tha t h i s 
hea l th gave w a y in December , 1924, and he 
w a s forced to r e t i r e . H e died venerated by 
hosts of f r iends D e c e m b e r 28, 1929. 
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Father CorneUus D i e h l , O . S. B . , Present 
Pastor 

I n A u g u s t , 1925, F a t h e r M a r k w a s succeeded 
by the present pastor of S t . B e n e d i c t ' s C h u r c h , 
the w e l l - k n o w n , honored and beloved, V e r y 
R e v e r e n d C o r n e l i u s D i e h l , O . S. B . H i s s logan 
from the beg inn ing of his pastorate w a s " B u i l d 
the C h u r c h so l ong needed by the Bened i c t ine 
P a r i s h !" H o w he has succeeded is w e l l k n o w n 
to a l l of us . H e has a w a k e n e d us f rom our 
l e thargy , harnessed our energy a n d imbued us 
w i t h the sp i r i t of e n t h u s i a s m and d a r i n g u n t i l 
we have coined our hopes into r e a l i t y . 

P a r i s h Boundaries 

T h e j joundaries of the new p a r i s h of S t . 
Bened i c t ' s w e r e establ ished as f o l l o w s : O n 
the east, R o b i n s o n S t r e e t ; on the w e s t , the 
B e l t L i n e R a i l r o a d ; on the south , J a m e s 
R i v e r , and on the nor th , A c c a S t a t i o n . 

Parochia l Societies 

T h e f o l l o w i n g societies are f u n c t i o n i n g w i t h 
\'igor: H o l y N a m e Soc ie ty , S t . Bened i c t ' s A s ­
soc iat ion for M e n , M o t h e r s ' C l u b ( for the sup ­
port of the s choo l ) . S a c r e d H e a r t L e a g u e , 
A l t a r B o y s ' Soc ie ty , A l t a r and S a n c t u a r y So ­
c iety . 

Parishioners 

T h e p a r i s h at th i s t ime consists of about 
500 fami l i e s , or about 1,700 souls . 

6r 
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The Blessing of a C h u r c h 

B y a " C h u r c h " is here understood a large 
bu i ld ing , designed and adapted to the general 
use of the f a i t h f u l for d iv ine w o r s h i p i n per­
petu i ty . 

T h e C h u r c h is s t r ipped of a l l i ts o r n a m e n t s ; 
the a l t a r s are bare . 

H a v i n g a r r i v e d at the m a i n entrance of the 
C h u r c h , the bishop and h is ass i s tants s tand on 
the outside f a c i n g the entrance and recite the 
prescr ibed l i t u r g i c a l p r a y e r s and p s a l m s . D u r ­
i n g the r e c i t a l of these, the b ishop, or other 
prelate or pr iest o f f ic iat ing i n h is stead, goes 
a r o u n d the outside of the C h u r c h , s p r i n k l e s 
w i t h ho ly w a t e r the w a l l s at the he ight of h i s 
head and near the foundat ion , and r e t u r n s to 
the m a i n entrance . A f e w more p r a y e r s f r o m 
the ceremonia l h a v i n g been rec i ted by the 
bishop, the process ion enters the C h u r c h , and 
the L i t a n y of A l l S a i n t s is chanted . T h e n , 
d u r i n g the r e c i t a l of specif ied p s a l m s , the cele­
b r a n t s p r i n k l e s the inner w a l l s of the C h u r c h , 
and thus concludes the b l e s s ing of the b u i l d ­
i n g . 

Consecration of the Al tars 

T h e b l e s s ing of the C h u r c h is fo l lowed b y a 
m u c h longer and s t r i k i n g l y i m p r e s s i v e cere­
m o n y , the consecrat ion of the a l t a r s . 

T h e " f i x e d " a l t a r is a p e r m a n e n t s t r u c t u r e of 
stone, c o n s i s t i n g of the table , w h i c h m u s t be 
a s lab firmly jo ined b y cement to the support . 
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so that table and support together m a k e one 
piece. T h e five a l t a r s of S t . Bened i c t ' s C h u r c h 
are fixed a l t a r s . 

T h e " s e p u l c h e r " is a s m a l l square opening 
made in the table of the a l tar , in w h i c h are 
placed the re l i cs of t w o canonized m a r t y r s . 
T h e re l i c s m u s t be a c t u a l port ions of the 
s a i n t s ' bodies. T h e s e are placed in a case 
w h i c h conta in , besides the re l i c s , three g ra ins 
of incense and a s m a l l piece of par chment , on 
w h i c h is w r i t t e n an attest of the consecrat ion . 

I n the course of m a n y p r a y e r s and p s a l m s , 
w i t h incensat ion of a l tar and the b u r n i n g 
thereon of s m a l l crosses made of w a x e n tapers , 
the bishop makes w i t h h is t h u m b , dipped in 
w a t e r , espec ia l ly blessed for the occasion, the 
s ign of the cross on the four corners and the 
center of the table . H e also anoints w i t h 
H o l y C h r i s m the four corners of the sepulcher 
of the a l tar in w h i c h the re l i c s of the t w o 
m a r t y r s are placed, f a s t e n i n g w i t h cement the 
l id of the sepulcher , and a n o i n t i n g the upper 
sides and remainder of the a l tar . 

A n ident i ca l ceremony is per formed at each 
a l tar . 
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Program, of Dedication 
Wednesday, August 28, 1929 

Beginning at Eight o 'Clock A . M . 

B l e s s i n g of the C h u r c h , w i t h Consecra t i on 
of the A l t a r s , f o l lowed by P o n t i f i c i a l H i g h 
M a s s . ( M a s s about 10 o ' c lock. ) 

Of f i c ia t ing P r e l a t e : 
R T . R E V . A . J . B R E N N A N , D . D . 

Bishop of Riclimond 

C o - C o n s e c r a t o r s : 

R T . R E V . WM. J . H A F E Y , D . D . 
Bishop of Raleigli 

R T . R E V . J O H N J . S W E N T , D . D . 
Bislwp of Wliecling 

R T . R E V . E M M E T M . W A L S H , D . D . 
Bishop of Charleston 

Celebrant of M a s s : 

R T . R E V . V I N C E N T T A Y L O R , D . D . . O . S . B . 
Abbot of Belmont. N. C. 

Sermon by R E V . W ' M . A . W A C H T E R , 

Pottstozvn, Pa. 

T h e five a l t a r s are to be consecrated in honor 
of S t . B e n e d i c t , S t . S c h o l a s t i c a , S a c r e d H e a r t , 
S t . J o s e p h and B l e s s e d V i r g i n M a r y . 
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Artist ic Genius i n the C h u r c h 
T l i e carv ings in the C h u r c h were done l)y M r . F r a n k 

A r e t z , one of the most distinguished ecclesiastical 
sculptors in .\merica. T h e art glass w a s done by M r . 
L e o I^itassi, who has produced the glass for some 
of the finest cathedrals in this country . T h e granite 
a l tars , a ltar ra i l ing , pulpit and p i l lars were made 
by M r . .Alex Mol inaro la , who has been more anxious 
to perfect his w o r k in a spir it of devotion to the faith 
than to accumulate gain. 

T h e i)ipe organ was furnished by F.stey Company . 
T h e sanctuary lamp and ecclesiastical l ironze w o r k 

was executed by the W r i g h t Manufac tur ing Company 
of Phi lade lphia . 

T h e interior woodwork was done by M r . Joseph 
Heppert . and the soft stone w o r k by !Mr. J o h n H e l -
fert. T h e w indows were instal led by ^ I r . J o h n 
Woody . T l i c inside br ick were furnished by the 
Southside B r i c k Compan\-. 'I 'he pews and sanctuary 
furniture were made by the A m e r i c a n Seat ing C o m ­
pany. T h e heat ing was done l)y T h e C a r l e - B o e h l i n g 
C o m p a n y ; the tile floors by M r . W a l t e r M a h o n e y : 
the electric l ight fixtures by M r . S. B . C a r d o ; the 
electric w i r i n g by W . H . J e n k s : the p laster ing by J . 
W . O i l m a n & S o n ; the excavat ing by J o h n J . C u r l e y : 
the br i ck w o r k by L y n n T h o m a s & S o n ; the br i ck by 
Glonager & Co., of P i t t s b u r g h : paint ing by S. F . 
Rhoads & Co. T h e general contractor, whose w o r k 
was most efficient, was the J o h n T . W i l s o n Company . 

T h e draperies and altar linens were made by devo­
tional women of the par ish . 
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