Flight of Austrian Jews

Austria under Nazi rule was a nightmare for Jews. A previously unknown SS officer, Adolf
Eichmann, was put in charge of the Central Bureau for Emigration in Vienna shortly after the
Anschluss. Using violence and terror, deceit, blackmail, and the threat of concentration camp
confinement, Eichmann’s task was to expel all Jews from Austria while confiscating all their
money and property. No country in the world wanted to shelter the Jews, so each one had the
problem of securing the required emigration documents. After the November 1938 Kristallnacht
pogrom, Eichmann imprisoned the remaining Jews in concentration camps to increase pressure
on them to leave. By the time war broke out in the fall of 1939, 126,445 Austrian Jews had
emigrated.

In a March 28, 1939, surface letter to the United States, Robert Rosenfeld sent a desperate
appeal for assistance to his Chicago reiative.

Vienna, Karch,28, 1959,

Migter Hery 7. Rosenfeld,
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for I have always been veryah%hh?ﬁ“rmgstﬁ I%;tr‘égﬁiigefzeﬁ.s.A P ) o
howewe I could never find out where they live. There sre now such CH1IUALGC,
ciroumstenges in tustris es yom know guite well, thst we can't susy .
nor sre we =llowed to stey here =ny longer. It is not to be spid . T TTTTewemeses ST SO LW TSR i i st oy oo S st
which ssde position we sre., I om in & oswp now =nd my sister is
wreiting this letter for me =nd I om only eble to lesve the cemp, by
heving any peper which demonstrrte that 1 sm ~ble to leave Serisny .
ind so I s coming with = grest resuwest to you nnd I beg you instent l
%o get the offidavit Jor wme, or if you are not =ble to do so, for
you haye - resdy done yours in this meatter, plesse do look for some-
podv who would do it for me, I =ssure you sincerely, that I will not
trouble you further in sny wew, for L conld ecrn my living from the
age ixtee: s 4 iOTE ., © 3 o
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hes the resl intention to work, there will be occsssion for it in
U.S.4. On the other side o relrtive of mine who lesves sabroed, btut
where it is impossidle to get e visas Por me, has promicsed to dispose
woney to me in Amerike, You gee I only csk for the mffidavit end von
@ould 4o » good deed, by sending it t0 me ns soon ss possible, Zor
I s on the Vienna goia, snd sum notified »t the smericen consulste
for a verry long vikie, SU thsiy I could ¥ve the crup rmd-—Fiemm=; ofter
heving the sffidavit.

Fellowing my dates.

Robert Rosenfel, born, 19. Mirz, 198l. in Viehns.

1 veg you onoe wore to overthink wy ssde
situstion =nd to get the sffidavit for me, for if you woulda't help
me, I don't know what to begin!

Heceive my preceding thenks, for your endevours,

.and you csn be esssured I wouldn't impurtune you further, but only by-=
wy tﬂvnks.

I om weiting for your 4ZAopest ewey end
rersin desr Sir sincercly sours
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