Gary Sternberg large stamp album front and back exhibit pages.

Front:
Gary Sternberg in Shanghai:
Mixing Flour, Water, and German Opera

Gary (Gerd) Sternberg was born in Germany on August 25,
1931 to a Protestant mother and a Jawlsh father. Although

he and his sister were raised and baptized as Pr
Nazi ideology designated Gary as Jewish. Gary’s father was
arrested and sent to h ation camp on

June 14, 1938. When released January 28, 1939, the family
managed to find refuge in Shanghai, China with about
18,000 other mostly-Jewish refugees. Gary’s family lived in
Shanghai from May 1939 to July 1948.

Life was not euv for the “Shanghailanders” as they are
now nick but can be resilient and resourceful.
While in Shanghai, Gary converted a German opera booklet
into a stamp album. The cover with his written address in
the “Shanghai Ghetto” at the time, was made by mixing
flour and water to make glue. On each page Gary wrote

of ies and p d on the

On the page dedicated to England, five of the stamps were
part of the 1937 King George VI Definitive series. What Gary
did not know at the time was that this series of stamps were
part of the Nazi Operation Bernhard counterfeiting and
propaganda campaign. Nazis altered the same stamp design
by .ddlng a Jewish Star of David on the top of the kings crown.
i the anti-England propaganda stamps were produced
in s«:hnnhauun, the same camp his father was detained in.

Left: Gary’s 1948 USA Consultant offidavit to come to the USA.
Right: Gary in 2015 with his collection of Caesars Palace event buttons.
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Backside of exhibit page (showing only pages 10-11 of the “album”:




