Concentration Camp Sachsenhausen

The Sachsenhausen concentration camp, with an eventual capacity of more than 50,000
inmates, opened at Oranienburg, a Berlin suburb, in July 1936. It was the second large camp,
after Dachau. Meanwhile, the smaller, so-called “wild” concentration camps that the Nazis had
opened earlier, were phased out and closed. In July 1938, the SS administration of the entire
concentration camp system moved its headquarters from Dachau to Sachsenhausen.

Most of the time, prisoners at Sachsenhausen were allowed to send and receive two letters or
two cards per month. This was reduced to one card or one letter during 1941, when the SS
guards were busy executing about 15,000 captured Red Army prisoners, then restored to two
per month in 1942 and later.

Sachsenhausen regulations, printed on the inside of this formular lettercard mailed November
7, 1940, allowed two letters or cards per month at that time.
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