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Pastor Joseph Isaac Bourdon and the Ajzensztat Family 

 

Joseph and Henriette Bourdon c. 1940s-1950s 

Pastor Joseph Isaac Bourdon (1887-1959) was a French Protestant pastor who lectured at a seminary in 

Mende in the French department of Lozère. Aside from his work as a pastor, Joseph and his wife, 

Henriette Bourdon (neé Rousse) maintained active roles in the protection of European Jews during 

World War II.  

 

Joseph and Henriette belonged to CIMADE (Inter-Movement Commission for Evacuees), an organization 

that aided French citizens who were relocated from the Alsace and Lorraine regions during the start of 

the war. Joseph and Henriette used forged papers and ration cards from CIMADE to authorize 

documentation to protect Jews.  

 

Joseph forged documents for many Jews including Jankiel Ajzensztat and his wife Wichna (neé Kagan) 

Ajzensztat. Jankiel, born in Poland, fled to France alongside Wichna. The couple studied at the University 

of Nancy in Nancy, France. Jankiel earned a Doctor of Medicine degree and Wichna earned a Doctor of 

Dental Surgery degree. 

 

Joseph provided documentation proving Jankiel and Wichna’s residency in France and Jankiel’s baptism. 

Unfortunately, Joseph’s credibility and documentation did not provide sufficient safety for Jankiel. 

Wichna fled to southern France and went into hiding. Jankiel was deported to Sobibor extermination 

camp in 1943 where he was murdered. Wichna and their daughter survived the war. 
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c.1938-1939 - Student Membership Card 

This student membership card belonged to Jankiel Ajzensztat, a medical student at the University of 

Nancy in the French region of Lorraine. The membership card identifies the holder as a person with 

Jewish “nationality.” A blue ink circular stamp from the Association of Jewish Students at the University 

of Nancy is present. 
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March 31, 1939 - Handwritten Letter 

A letter from proprietor J. Figiela, certifying Jankiel Ajzensztat as a resident of Nancy, France as of 

October 28, 1938. The letter is stamped in purple with a certification from the Commissary of Police and 

authorized by Figiela.  
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May 23, 1939 - Notice of Registration 

This document certifies Jankiel Ajzensztat’s registration for a doctoral degree from the School of 

Medicine at the University of Nancy in the French region of Lorraine.  
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October 6, 1939 - Certificate 

 

A document from the Consulate General of Poland in Paris stating the office is unable to attain the 

records of Wichna Kagan’s birth certificate from Poland. Kagan and Ajzensztat requested the birth 

certificate in order to be legally wed in France. The Consulate General of Poland in Paris assures the 

couple they are able to marry without the birth records. 
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October 13, 1939 – Certificate of Residence 

This October 13, 1939, certificate addressed to Wichna Kagan assures her residency in Paris, France as of 

August 19, 1939.  
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October 19, 1939 – Handwritten Letter 

A letter from J. Figiela, proprietor in Nancy, France to certify Jankiel Ajzensztat as a resident of Nancy, 

France from October 28, 1938, to July 1, 1939. The letter is stamped in purple with a certification from 

the Commissary of Police and authorized by Figiela.  
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October 29, 1939 – Certificate of Residence 

This October 29, 1939, certificate addressed to Jankiel Ajzensztat assures his residency in Paris, France as 

of August 19, 1939.  
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1947 – Presumption of Death 

This document from the twelfth district of Paris certifies Jankiel Ajzensztat is presumed to be dead. The 

document is provided by the Department of the Seine and is an extraction of records of annexed 

marriages contracted in the twelfth district.  
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1942 – Certificate of Marriage 

This document certifies Jankiel Ajzensztat and Wichna Kagan’s marriage on March 9, 1940. The couple 

were legally wed in the twelfth district of Paris. This document was a requested record two years 

following the marriage. 
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1946 – Certificate of Marriage 

This document is a requested certificate of Jankiel Ajzensztat and Wichna Kagan’s marriage on March 9, 

1940. The couple were legally wed in the twelfth district of Paris. The certificate lists Jankiel as medical 

physician and Wichna as a dental surgeon.  
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September 12, 1940 – Handwritten Certificate 

French Pastor Joseph Isaac Bourdon wrote and certified this document declaring Jankiel Ajzensztat was 

baptized. The date of Jankiel’s baptism is unclear. 
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July 31, 1941 – Certificate from the Department of Social Services 

A document from the Department of Social Services in the French Lozère region. In the document, it is 

written Jankiel asked for French nationality for his daughter born in France. Furthermore, Jankiel states 

Wichna hid in southern France. It was a question of investigation from the Services of Immigration. 
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March 7, 1943 – Certificate of Belonging 

This document handwritten by Pastor Joseph Isaac Bourdon certifies Jankiel Ajzensztat’s rightful 

belonging in France. 
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March 31, 1945 – Letter from the Committee of Liberation 

This letter was typed by Jankiel Ajzensztat as a recount of his experience in France as a member of the 

French Resistance since 1943. The letter outlines the acts of a French person who took part in the 

deportation of a Jewish doctor. In 1941, the doctor worked in a factory and narrowly escaped 

deportation. Another person tracked him down and facilitated his deportation. Jankiel condemns the 

people who did this. 



Page | 16                                                                                 rev07092026  
 

 

 

 

March 18, 1946 – Certificate from the Department of the Lozère 

A certificate typed by the mayor of the Department of Lozère. Jankiel changed his name to Jacques 

around 1946. He was deported to Germany on February 20, 1943, as Jacques Ajzensztat. 
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October 30, 1946 – Certificate of Examination 

A document stating Wichna Kagan passed an examination for the School of Medicine at the University of 

Nancy in the French region of Lorraine on October 17, 1946. 
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July 13, 1955 – Court Document 

This document is an official record from a court judgement at the Department of Lozère. A judgement 

was made following a missing person’s case about Jankiel Ajzensztat’s deportation to Germany in 1943.  
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October 6, 1958 – Certificate of Birth 

A document from Paris, France certifying the birth of Jankiel Ajzensztat and Wichna Kagan’s daughter. 
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June 28, 1933 – Certificate of Completion 

This certificate recognizes Jankiel Ajzensztat for having completed requirements of study at the 

University of Nancy in Nancy, France.  

*This document is large and travel is not easily attainable. 
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November 29, 1933 – Certificate of Secondary Education 

A certificate of Secondary Education from the Board of Education in Poland for Wichna Kagan. 

*This document is large and travel is not easily attainable. 

 


