Jewish Flight from Nazi Germany

Many affluent German Jews emigrated during the early Nazi years. Less fortunate Jews gained
an escape route to the east after Germany and the Soviet Union signed the Molotov-Ribbentrop
non-aggression treaty in August of 1939. Those who preferred not to become Soviet citizens
traveled across Siberia to China. Shanghai, the most cosmopolitan city in the Far East, became
a natural haven for German Jews seeking refuge abroad, because no visas were required to
enter or to reside there.
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