Operation Barbarossa: War against the Soviet Union

On June 22, 1941, Germany invaded the Soviet Union, quickly overrunning the Baltic countries
to the north, Belarus in the center, and Ukraine in the south, pushing on deep into Russia, but

eventually slowed before Leningrad, Moscow, and Stalingrad. The full fury of World War II had
begun. Before it ended, the toll would be more than 20 million dead in the U.S.S.R.

Behind the advancing German troops, four brigades of Nazi SS Einzatzgruppen [mobile killing
units] followed along the front that stretched from the Baltic to the Black Sea. In conquered
cities, towns, and villages they rounded up “undesirables” (mostly Jews and Communist Party
members, also Gypsies) for slaughter. Men, women, and children were transported to wooded
areas or ravines where they were stripped, shot, and buried. In September 1941, the most
notorious of these massacres took place at Babi Yar near Kiev, Ukraine, where Nazis murdered
about 34,000 Jews. German forces hanged partisans and anti-Nazi resisters in mass public
executions to terrorize civilians into docile submission. Thus began the unprecedented horrors
of the Holocaust.
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The 3-pfennig stamp paid the printed matter rate.

The 3-pfennig German stamp was canceled with a June 22, 1941, datestamp of Pobikry,
U.S.S.R. Pobikry, located in the Bialystok district, had been part of the Soviet Union only since
the partition of Poland in October 1939, a period of 18 months. After the war, it was returned
to Poland, so this cancel would be most unusual even if it had not been canceled on the first
day of war on the Eastern Front.



