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LOCATION

Nestled peacefully in the foothills of the
snow capped Sierra Ilevads Mountains lies Coarse-
gold, wkll named for the fabulous wealth of
coarce yellow gold taken from its creek beds
and hills, It is approximately thirty-five miles
tfrom ladera and forty—fivé from Fresno, while &
matter of sbout fifty-eight miles separates it
from Yosemit@ Valley and its attractions. Its
elevation is around 2250 feet.

An item of interegt is the fact that it lies
in the very center of our glorious State of Ca;-
ifornisa.

It came to life in 1850, & year after the
news of the gold discovery in Calitfornia had been
clarionea forth. )

The tirst road to Coarsegold passed through
Ruchanan snd along open country no% known as Ray-

mond. TLater, Coarsesola was the main connecting :




link between tre outer world and fsmed Yosemite
Valley.

At firet the o0ld six horee stage coaches,

obliged to change horses many times a day, pushed

their plodding way over the rough, dusty, winding
mountain roads, giving the travelers an added

thrill of wonderment as to just what might be

‘lurking eround the next bend.

When they hove in sight of Coarsegold, &
general feeling of well-being was exXperienced for
kere awaiting them were lunch, rest and a chance

to shed some of the accumulated dust pbefore con-

_tinving on their way to Wawona ere night closed in,

ILater when the Southern Pacific extended &
branch line to the small town of Raymond, tourists
ceme in Pullman Coaches, staging it from there.

To-day luxurious auto buses,many & day,from

Fresno, follow the new highway 80 near completion. J
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73 Even with them, the -o0ld traditioniis fol =~

X

i Jowed and the many tourists from all parts of the
3

world are allowed the chance to alight and take
\in the beauties of our mountain town.

Let us not overlook, due to its location,

L,‘ the many ten and twelve mule teams, their Jang-

ling bells snnouncing their approach to stop

\
|
|

\ overnight a2t the large corrals on their way to

\

\

‘end from the Sugar Pine Belt.
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HISTORY

About 1850 one Charles Michael, of German de =
¢cent, found his way to the alluring gite where Coarse-
g0ld now stends. He deemed it = most desirable spot
for & home, so took a squatter's richt and later home-
gteaded,

At this time there were around fifteen hundred
miners {white men) placering s=long the ma2in creeks
later n=med Coarsegold due to its generous offering
of coaree golden nuggets.

When California and =5o0ld became synonymous, in

.
1849, many of these gold seekers tmaveled the Kit Car-
gon trail to Yume, then followed the Goverment Posts
to El Téjen Pase in the Boast Range Mts. PFrom there
the missione pointed & guiding finger for furthgr
progress until old Port Millerton in Presno Co. %as

refiched.
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Hers the gold seekers éeparated, gome following
the San'Joanuin and ite tributaries to the Pine Gold
creeks; others,the Fresno Eiver and Coarsegoid Crseks.

Charles llichael, =& shrewd business maen, 82w &
goldien opportunity along other lines so established a
emall settlment about & cuarter of & mile beyond the
present site, referred to today as the "0ld Place",

In those days, all merchandise was ‘bought in San
Prancisco and shipped to Stockton. Irom there bull
teame or horses made the long journey down the hot
San Joacuin Valley, branching off‘;g the rough moun —

o5 \v;., I /EA/IL A 1
to thelr respective trading posts,

A

\
Later when the white méners had taken the pick of

A
tain roads,

the rich deposits, the Chinese followed in hordes,

eleaning up what the whites had left or overlooked.

About 1870, John Erochn, head of the Krohn family

of to-day, traveled through on hie way from San Fran-

Q

isco to Crsne Valley, to invest in 8 large grist
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About this time & roed from Medera to Coarse-
gold and Yosemite Valley was completed, It was called
the Weshburn Stage and Turnpike Road,

To commemorate its completionand also celebrate
the opening of the new hotel, a large dance was given,

That night Michael died but unselfish as always
regarding anything that pertained to the welfare of
Coarsegold, his last words were, "Let the dance go on,"
80 the newvs was sug;ressed until the following day.

Among some of the notables whose names may be
found in old registers are first of all, General CGrant,
1880. MMany who were small boys then remember the
General's coming, and the generous gifts he gladdened
thelr bbyis% hearts with.

One incident bears relating as it pertains to our
present Clerk of the Cosrsegold School Board, G.A. Krohn.

Just as General Grant was taking off on the stage
for the Vsalley, Krohn, then & lad of seven years,

already showing indications of his oresemf business
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scumen, handed Grant a peantiful cluster of grapes.

The General tasted a few, then jmmediately exploring in

his pocket, produced 1wo snd one-half dollars in silver

'which he gave to the expectant lad.

! Other visitors were:

Leymah E.Gates, Holyoke, lass. 1882,

7.J. Gladden, first meker of barbed wire, DeKalp, Ill.

Prances E.¥illard, noted woman educator, Chiecago, Ill.

b Coolidge, Prof. of English, Farverd, 1883.

TLillian (signed plain Lillie) Iangtry, of operatic fame,

A London, England.

August 1%, 1883, (the follbwiﬁ;cguests had & real

thrill by being held up and robbed close 1o the Devil's

Cave, near Inspiration Point, Yosemite Valley.

Geo. H. Webb & Wife, Louisville, Ky.
B, M.fJohnson, Port Smith, Ark.
H. H. Roy, . Buffalo, N. Y.
Eissrsennie Roy, Buffalo; B X»
Wm H, Clayton, Tort Smith, Ark.

Capt. §. B. Murray, England.
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1880 also marked the advent of another pioneer
family to the Coarsegold Hills, the mc?arlands.;kTgé
writer's husband, Samuel J. lMcFarlsnd was then a lad
of thirteen.

Here again the quest of gold was the great incen-
tive, to be followed later by renching and stock-rais-
ing. A large acreage of the leFarland holdings lies
in Coarsegold District adjoining the Krohn Lands.

In 1893, thirteen years later, what is now known as-
our Madera County seee&ed from ite mother county, Presno.
In 1895 the name of the Post Office was changed
to Goldguleh with Louis E. K;ohn as Postmaster, his

father, John Xrohn, having passed away.

Once agein in 1899, Goldgulech was discarded for
the present one of Co&%&egold, and through the many
years sSince, & menber of the Krohn family has been at
the helm as ?ostmaster(’;ur present one being the able

and well-known Wm Kroth

..



res passed on and Coarsegold enj

peaceful existence until disester struck im




RESOURCES

Coarsegold was given birth through mining activi-
ties, first placering which later led to the searching
for the veins or lodes which had fed the rich placer
grounds =nd streams. It is now a well recognized fact
that these veins are a cohtinnation of the Mother Lode.

The outstanding mine among the meny in this vieini-
ty is one known a& the Texas Flete About 1863, The
Texae Flat Gold snd Silver Mining CofHQQS incorporated
under a Spirituslistic Organization for $1,500,000.

It wae placed under the management of one Williem (Bill)
Henderson., Gre=t wealth wes taken from this property
alone,’

Iater it was purchased by Ckorige Hearst, father
of the present newspaper megnate. After his death, the
property passed into other hande, At present it is
being operated by Messrs.Hassell and Pell of Los Angeles.

"Another mining property of note on the same vein

is the Lady Ellen named after the mother of E#Hceardle
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%ell-énown_abstract men in both Madera snd Presno.

As the mining game began to face a rather
cheguered career, the old timers s=v the necéssity of
a more dependable resource, and so was ushered in stock-
raiéing; which to~dsy is the main source of revenue to
the meny who have flocked to our hills tor homes, hezlth,
peace,and gain,

The fertile so0il is also productive of fine vine-
yards, gardens, and brchards; the apples peing par-
ticﬁlarlg fine in the higher elevations.

Coarsegold District is to ne recommended also &s

a health center.
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A PEW EARLY DAY TALES
William Eenderson

Willisam Henderson, known &s Bill who was manager

~of the Texss Plat Gold &nd Silver Mining Co., claim-

ed the distinction of having been the person who act-
ually shot Joaguin lMurietta.

Captain Love in hris search for lurietta net only
not only dependeiupon his company but wisely called
for volunteers from among the citizené. Thus Hender-

son enrolled and was trailing the bandit with Captain
Love when Murietts wae shot.

Many years loter vhile swappinge yarne at the odd
saloon, one listener feiled to give credence to Hender-
son'é ability with the trigeer =nd in front of = large
gathering hinted as much,

Without & word, Bill.Henderson walked ovef to a
small cabin he occupied across the creek, and shortly

A MO
after returned with his gun, = Cap%&iﬁ Ball Colt Re -

volver, which the Krobn family still poscees and
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cherish as a souvenir of those hectic days., He pick-,
ed up a2 smell ordinary ehip, threw it into the air

and fired twice, He then leisurely picked up the chip
which bore the undenisble proof of his good merksman-

ghip and silently h:-nded it to the unbeliever who very

naturally, had nothing further to say.
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Inset is a picture of an o0ld squaw- known
as the Widow Leach. Her buck when a youth was
the body servant of one Dr. Louis Leach who
followed the trail to the foothills in 1850 or
1851. He accompanied Major Savage as a member
and surgeon of the Mariposa Battalion then in
pursuit o%fggﬁians. Altho Dr. Leach never act-
uallﬁ lived in Coarsegold he was interested in
many mining claims here, and was therefore a
well kﬁown figure.

When later he left altogether his body ser-
vant adopted the name of Dr. Leach and when he
took unto himself a2 mate, true to Indian cusgtom,
moved here to live with her people,

The 0ld squaw lived close to & hundred years
end some time before her death had grown a third
set of feeth, to the truth of which the writer

¢gan vouch.
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Alepoleno, alias Ssnta Claus, 80 called from
his long white hair that hung about his shoulders,
and his flowing white besard wag a Chilesn by birth
anda was known to pe an outlaw. Some claimed he
belonged to Murietta's gsng, others to that of
Vagquis.

Legend hasg it that once when caughtlin & raid
he was tied to & tree to be Wwilled &nd it wase then
his hair and beard turned snow white.

When he firet arrived in Coarsegold he had
with bim & pesautiful white ehild. HFrom whence she
came or who she was no one c¢ould learn for Sants
Claus kept his own counsel and his actions were
always shrouded in mystery. Later the suthorities
took the child away from him,

He was supposed to have been the cook of
Murietta at one time. Anyway, just 80 often he
wouldraisappear and when he returned he wag salways

well supplied with gold., Where he went, would bpe
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followers could never discovér ag he was 100
wise to leave any tell-tele tracks pehind him.
After his cache petered out, he sgent
the remaining years of his life around Coarse-

gold busy with either his pan or rocker. He

passed away at the County Hospital about 1912,
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Inset is & likeness of an Albino child born.
in these hills to Indian parents, His fatter,
Dick Heal, better known as Chicago Diek still
lives althouzh practically blind.

This w=g the second Albino born to this

couple, the_ﬁirst true to Indian belief and custom

L]

responsible for such &8 birth,.

This second child might have suffered the
same fate had>it not been for the great Chicago
Fair in 1893, where the lieals were persuaded to
exhibit the strange little creature with its white
hair and small pink eyes which seemed to contract
in daylight.

Those were mervelous days for these Indians,
but, slag, when the Pair closed its doors, ébiéago
Dick and family were strénded, left to shitft for

themselves a8 best they could,
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~ The Indians ot Coarsegold made up s purse

and in due time, they were welcomed home.

The child grew to young manhood, passing

avay about 1918,
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