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This little volume is lovuﬂgly

dedicated to the people who have lived

L B in the vicinit% of the 'Fresno Crossing
and to those who

are here to-day.
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tunes were taken out. All along the
Fresno River,Spangle Gold Creek,and
Sweet Water- Creek could be seen the
Miner's Mdiggin'sh.

Each prospector had his own 'outfit',
& few articses of clothing,bacon, beans,

flaur,salt g pick, shovel  afna s pan.
They would-half fill these pans

with water and gravel. Then they would.
dip water into them and slowly shake

themr back and forth. Then they would ger
adually pour out the water and with it

the loose dirt and gravel.Sometimes if

they were lucky small particles of gold
would be left in the pan.They would keep
this until they had a small quantity and
then they went to the store at Fresuao ‘
Crossing,and exchanged their gold for
Croceries. 6L 0.

Another method used here in=placer
mining was called the cradle. These |
cradles were very crudely fashioned.On
the bottomrwas fashioned a piece of iron

with holes punchedin it.Earth was dumped

4
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into the cradle.Then with an old can
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fastened onto
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t of the stream and poured upon it-

ou
Then they rocked the cradle rapidly back
nd forth.The water would carry all the

!

away,while the gold being heavier
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would drop through the holes,andg bé Touna
i ale botlom ol the craﬁle.

Several old timers tell us 11
would be surprising té know the amount

lone.
-

Q0

of gold that came’ from this viecindty

There seems no doubt that the
Fresno Crossing locality was a fairly rich
placer diggings for several years, bezin-
pagdin 849 op 1850,

me ‘all the foothill

it hhine
section was open range. Afew herd of
bands of wild horses that had
cscaped from their owners on: tne

were roving at their leisure. Wild game




® by the Indians was followed and always

referred to as the 'crossing'and as early
as 1851 became known as Fresno Crossing.

This crossing made a good location
for a trading center and the first buila-
ing to be built here was of adobe,and was
5 store and saloon;a lean-to furnished tne
Fivinme guarters

This adobe building was built in 1822

by John L edford and George M.Carson,but

C they soom sold to J.L.Hunt and J. R.Nichois,
the latter sold his interest to JeReRo ahes

X This same year Mr {Hunt buried his
twenty-three year old son on the hillside
just above the store. The tommstone mark-
ing his resting place is stirll there.

This same year Gus Gray shot and
killed Tom Overton,Gray was tried and
acquited}Overtom vas buried onithe hill
with B.J.E.Hunt and im a short space of

@ time more than twenty-seven graves Were
phaced there. |
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About this time Theodore Thure Strombeck
® cettled in this community. He came here 10
mine, later supplied meat to mining camps 0N
the upper stretches of the San Joaguin.
Strombeck was a member of the Mariposa

I ) i s

battalion expedition which, in pursuit o
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Yosemite band of marauding Indians,
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<tolen from him only a short time De1
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Final!y the Mariposa battalion wi

its historic { campaign against the

L&]

Indians, ”|thfae eral battles ﬁ@u@%%;xfﬂ@

¢ aborigines trounced at every turn,signed
‘/3

sty ipalprid 1851, at Fori Berboliss




Im August 1852, three Frenchmen went -

o a prospecting-tour to the Yo Semite.

o
Country.They left the Hunt and Roan- store
2t Fresno Crossing with their supplies.
They were attacked by a band of Indians .

Two of the Frenchmen were killed but one
sscaped.He made his way back to Coarse

Gald Gulch the latter part of AuBust,ane
having told his story,a party of thirty
miners went back with him to find the
remains of his unfortunate comrades.Their
bodies were found near the Valley and they
were decentlly buried..

In the late September of that same
year a lion earried off a oy Wit bess
than ten minutes notice,twenty-five men
were scouting through the woods,but no
trace was ever found of either the boy
or: e R oy,

Placer Mining brought the early
prosperty to the country.

Many :times the miners worked days

and moMths for these small findings/

. : | | )




0ft times they were robbed.Sometimes
they imbibed too freely at the bar,and
had-to ' gn back without eltheroeir
supplies op money.

Inorder to buy a glass of whiskey
the bar tender would ask,"How?" The
patron would place the gold as high in
the glass as he expected the whiskey to
rise. Agaim in this same saloon,later
owned by Johm Dapelo,gold was measured
by tne teaspoon. awd imm%“éj 3*\ A nt-Co

1 1855 Mr.Hutchings, Thomas Ayres,
Alexander Stairs,and Walter Millard made

the first tourist trip to Yg Demiis euel
attempted.They left San Francisco and
firally arrived at Fresno Crossing..Mr.
Hutchings says,"We engaged two Yo Semite

Indians as guides.These guldes were

orovided by Mr.Johb Hunt who was keeping
a store on the Fresno River". It was 8
long and tedious journey,but the guides
knew the trails and it was easily
Lccownln hed. |
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By 18%6 Fresno County was orgal
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ed including what is now Madera County.
A i o | L0 e e S LD e
¢ Magera Lounty was then the first

™

eesno Coynty. As Roan
fatted to gualify, ‘his parther .l diLn .

to

was elected,at a special

Pl the "oosi tion.

e
>

Now by this time, 1856, T. J. Allep

!

kept the restaurant and bar gl tne Rign

P stors.

Allen was Justice of the Peace, too.

D

Ae. a8 g0 kept the Post-Uffkce.
The story of the early day experien-
ces in . this vicinity would T111cg 0o
Thay wersaldyed Innsireputus, prlaiinive
times and among strenuous men in a day
|aw-abiding men not omlv were the

N
pepresentateves’ of law afd order as Wi
N

hat the robbing of
amps for the

C
sluiced gold was frequent and notor.ous

7
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4, a band of twelve men,Strom-
=

L

beck among them, organized silently one

Ll

winter's night, ‘and ascsembled, ot the repn-
dezvous of the out-laws. For some reason
not explained,only one of the robbers was
catight, AT Dixon and the nexd mbrning his
body was found hanging to a tree on the
road from Fresno Crossing to Coarse Gold.

Jim Rains, another ocut-law o f the
band, met withed similiar fats |ater,but
the work of the vigilantes had its effect
in dispursing the gang,and sluice-box

P e ¢ . < T afaet
robberies were given a check . (alepfs

By 1865 the leading merchants fixed
a scale of pricesy at which they weoild
accept gold dust, namely: R
San Joaquin River----$15.50--per i
Fine Gold Gulch------ $14.00--per ounce
Coarse Lold Gisfich--~-B16.00-spDer ounce
"resno River -------3$15.50--per ounce



This is an 'arrastra'foundation in the
Emerick field.

An arrastra is a rude ore crushing mill
with vat and rollers worked by a long
horizantal beam; used also for
amalgamating.




by 8 tlsithnere Wepe cayen rouTes

One of these routes went by way of
LEthrope 5o Berenda,thence to Raymond,

through Coarse Leld,Fresno Flats,Fisn
Camp,Wawona via the Mariposa Big Trees
and on. Imdo the YedSemite Walisg.

in. 1874 Mr: Johp:-Krohiwith his. farid
game from San Francisco in a spring wagon
passing. through Fresne Crossing to theip
homestead at Cuu rseGoiag Gulom

1877 was a very dry year.Sheep roamed
the badld Bkl couhtey and due telihie daos
of water and the shortage of pasture

0

50 | d

for $.18 a piece.
The following year,I878,Mr.John Briggs
Polk,his wife and four children came
10 the Brossing and took up a homesiead,
At this time there were no close
neighbors,and no school nearer than
Buchanan.There was one house at the
Knowles Quarry,a=two story frame house

~at the 0Olive Orchard,one house where the
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Sam Woods residence is now,and one house
west of the O|ive Orchard owned then by
Nea | Roolnson.,

One adobe house was ou||t by Cap t.
Mc Kune about two ml!es from the Cross-
ing on the main road,and opened as a priv
ate school.This adobe was later owned by
the Joe Wagner family.

About a mile north of the present
bridge,and on the Spangle Gold Creek were
several dwellings, a hotel,and a number
of mines.

U nardly seems DOSS|bIe to us to look
down into this 'hollow',to-day,and realiz
that at one time this deserted looking
creek was once a busy looking community.
But the old land marks are very real and
could give a far better account than we
who are left to-day.
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A Choochancy Indian 182 years
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the Choocchancie tribe,who in the early
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davs |ived along the Fresno Riveér.
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Their height rarely exceeded five

feet eight inches; and although strongly
built,they are seldom symetrically built.

!

They have a low retreating forehead, deep

N Cf
\‘ v

('T

set black eyes,thick byshy eye-
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a nose smreading at
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tHe mostri!s,a large mouth with thick '
f i .}_

pPominent lips,teeth large and whnite;

2

large ears.
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Thele complection is ve@ o is, Do
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ﬂeariy black,so with their matted bushy
hair which is freguently .cut short, théy
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Chinese Emigrants

Pt o P ok o BT TR L -
The first Chinese emigrants 10 @Ome

o
O

California arrived in the brig 'CLag
I

rom Hong Kong in the mounth of Feb.

! AL £ F o= (e a W= € i ' [ Y A ' €N ¢
There were two men- -ana one woman.

» P MR | SR
This was before the discovery of golad
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Chinamen and one Chinawoman 1n 1Ne teprr+ 1

Torv., w

: AT ; 5 ‘ ‘ ! i \ 3 ® gt d e -
Jan, k1850 seven nunareo eighty-nine 1
! - VALY Y o N !/’“\!‘"‘ \' f)
nen and LTwo woman nad ”PIVLF. 4/ Jan I,
I QR I f 1 taAarieand el ol een men an (‘j 2V EeEN
el our thnousana €lg htee NE arg -sg

woman were here. |
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these figures are taken sstimated that

would be between
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sven and t@ﬂ thousand more Chinese arrive .
There was no opposition to their

S

Ll coming,on the contrary tyey were we |l comed

-nd almost lionized.
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Theodore Thuré Strombeck
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»
Mrs.Th@odore,Stromb@ck
(aChoochancy )
Indian
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Mr.Strombeck was-born at Stockholm,

Sweeden, Pather being-collector of the
SO a8 ihat place. He.was orrly 16-years af
age when the desire to go out into the broad
orld seized him, and he ran away from nhome
to 20 to sea. A Tew ysaps of the [rie o
MP ihe billowy seas and his vessel sailed into

San Francisco harbor, then knownto sea-far-
ing men as Yerba Buena.

This was before the discovery of oo d
(in the fall of I847) so that' he was also
one of the very earliest pioneers of Calif. T

1

as
Nith the excitment of the descovery
of gold at Sutter’s mill about January 30,

1848 . Strombeck followed the general tide
2

__/&)

g 2nd the rush to the mines. He rigged up a J

launch to convey provisions and miner's

B




then the head of navi=

gt ing point to the
2 avigator of

the launch and was retl o, e R

aToiidne cra Dekiton.

Some of the ac

probably the T

Two years werespent in this occupation

=
and he came to the Southern Mines, then in
Mariposa county, afterwards Fresno county,
and now Madera county. |
There he became identified with mining
opérations at Coarse Gold Gulch,and along
the Fresno River,which in the summer of [83]

was alrﬁafy a prominent mining camp. He also

Using pack horses as a means of transpor

rails because there

allcn ovepr . .trave
were no roads save those followed by the

Indians, the miner with pack trains and the

7 D o ~ o T = (R o O . =0 ‘
irring events cams Lo-pass: ang

cedies to be enacted,some 6f which his-
vy has recorded,but mamy more are reca||eC
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. only in story or legend with few of’ the
| oarticipants-left to tell of them.

Strombeck was one of the few left of the
imost thinned out band that helped 1o
make <o much .of Fresno county history that
is not recorded.
! The Mono tribe of Indians, living on
the Sierra range,looked with jealousy at -
the encroachment of the white man repres-
ented in the rough miners and the not [ess

rough settlers.

L History records several small massa-
cres-at Savagés trading post in 1850, at
Cassidy&lanes trading post in January, 1837
selow Millerton,near what is now Pol lasky,

< 7
and. a murder of two men a3t Fine Gold Gulch.

This was the climax.

IN MARIPOSA BATTALION

f ¥ '/ Al f \-?‘ N rﬂ ' = L'\'I(‘ .‘\"‘f“f"\
Strombeck was a memper O the Mariposa

hattalion expedition which.in pursuit of 1In
b4

€
r)

o Yosemite band of mapauding Indians, discove
cd the Yosemite Valley, suggested its name,
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Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sivils
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The Sivils Family

Mr. Tom Sivils crossed the plains with
U

ri. They located

= R
G
N
O

his grandfather fro
in Merced for a short while,coming to Mad-
era LCounty in'76.

They homesteaded ag Soquel, planting a
|arge apple orchard. They spent their sum-=
mers there, but came to this community

!

.- They ‘used theik

_)
wn

during the schoot mon

th
squatter's rights on the place now owned DYy
Press Emerick. FFom here the children,riding:

three on a horse, attended the Coarse Gold

There were nine children in the family:
Rose and Tom who are both dead,Sam and Nell
|iving in Mode$ta, Rose and Edd in Frdants
George in the Polk District, Matey and Magie

r. Sivils was buried at Oakhurst: HiS
wife then moved to Richmond,but was not
satisfied there so they brought her to

Friant. She |ived there until she passed

away ay the age of 84 years. She was buried
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Mrs. Alice Rivas, who came nere

o

8s &8 bride in 1877,



Among the earliest settlers to come
into._this community were Mr. and Mrs.
Rivas.

They came here in 1877 as a bride and
groom. Their home was in Fresno but as
there was no fTence law at that time,and
the cattle kept straying into the foothil
hills they became interested in this [ands

Mrs. Rivas tells us she was a bride,
twenty-one years of age,when she and her
husband decided to go into the hills and
home-stead.

Their first trip was on horse back.
The trail carried them out of Fresno,in-
to the foot-hills. There was no bridge |
across the oan Janufﬂ River, so they
crossed by ferry. They came through Folfe
Gold,down the trail that leads passedthe
Polk School, and up the hill over the
® almost identical road that leads to their

nresent home.

R e e R RS s (O R D e
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They stayed there a few days,finally der ‘
cided this was a very desirable location
and so went back to Fresna on horse-back,

Not long afterwards they started on
*hic came trail,but with a fTour WaZC@,
Ly tae i bed, stove,table,chairs,and
food-suoplies for a year al least,

The luggage in that wagon covered over
with canvas was very useful and most nec-
¢ vy

‘Mrs.Rivas,now a small,sweet faced,
cray haired little old lady smiles as she
recalls her high seat up on the wagon with
‘her canary birds in_a cage on her lap.

~ While she was recalling these memories,
several canaries in their cages were war-
bliae Tn. the room beside ner, |

This room has a large old fire-place
it It stands since the . espriy dayc
when her husband built this same home on
this same spot. | |

At that time they had to go 1o North
Fork for lumber.This being a long hard
trip,they started with one room.As the,
family increased they added more rooms,
and now have a large old fashioned house.

They have had ten children. |

Their first homestead consisted of ISO

acres,: mile square.Eight of the children

y



&

homesteaded the near by land and all
nine homesteads join each other.

o

the



nd Mrs. Henry A. Polk
he

left their cousin



Mr.John Briggs Polk and family came

S U - = o a [ ) fosi
tmem-Calaveras Coumnty. Tn '70. \ney

““"\
W

@

L
80
).+ 3

our children;George,WNilliam,Henry,

Q)
R
.

one i&UihiiP.

‘_

At that time the bald=hill country
foot-
& best

Ao
e

8 > i VIl L i S b
was over-run wjth snheep,and

b c—l"’

hill-section here abou

0 |

Pedd country to 'be faou

yl'ished
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So here the Polk family

their home.

In a corral adjoining the Polk Ranch
Me.Will Polk tells us,it was no unusual

F it £ o T gt e
sieht to see gs many as seveniy-1ive OF

e

more head of stolen horses brought here
at intervals of once a month.These horses
vere brought from Nevada -kept there for
several days-and then finally disappear
into the San Joaguin Valley;where they
would be sold.Then these rustlers would

® cather horses on their drive back from

| A —~ 7 = 1 "':"! B i“; el s
v![ ‘3/“ e \/ E) I ‘ oy < -‘r /-) !ﬁ "/\l & t/) L; _\/ \\/ ‘L: l/-’ 'ﬂ ! == m —L 9 L i/l s !l,"
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some dark evening start for Nevada to seifl

ese native horses

r‘-.
—-
D
N

The leader,Louie Trubucci,was double--
crossed«by his partner,a Frenchman and snhot
at-his home one evening in Feb.[883.He was

still a young man,about thirty-three yvears

» ) 3 R ok T s
ways kept a horse saddlea

d night in order to make Biguick g&i
r‘)

ed so his senience was very light.

fter Mr.Polk died Mrs.Polk

P d

home-stead adjoining the original home.The
om the ranch.

Ros

W

ons,Henry and George |jve
Henpyipalsed catile whj-le GGOP%G farmed

H

and ralsed hogs.They hauled frelient ot

i

>f Raymond.

Sometime later a:stage-|line ran from
Berenda to Fresno Flats. Pat Grace had
ntract to operate this |ine

lshet a stopping place 1o
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® Joagquin Murrieta

Joaguin Murrieta was born in the
Republic of the U.S.of Mexico.His: family,

Q

highly respectable people of Sonora,Mex.

)

L

brought him up in his native town where

¥

e received a finished education.During

-

his childhood he was remarkable for his
sweet and gentle disposition.

|

Ini 1845 Joaquin Murrieta left his
e native town in Sonora to seek his fortune
in the San Joaquin Valley.
His old blind mother and a brother
Jesus, had come here a flew years earliéb.
Marvel ious tales were told of the
lucky ones who had struck it rich.
The lawlessness which always ac-
companies a gold rush predominated.
Joaduin aiways‘managed to take
care of himself in those reckless
earlydays;but!not so the: hapless
brother. Jesus,the brother,was hung
for horse-stealing. He was innocent

AR 4



buttat, that time the feeling WwWas..so

strong against thefPeon'jor half-breed

that even a drunken man's word was taken
against the half-caste.
Joaguin arrived a little too late
to save his brother. '
His pretty little wife was shame-
ful ly murdered one dark night.
. These= terrible deeds caused him
to become revengeful,and later an out-
law' and renowned bandit; with a large
reward for himrdead or alive.
Therec are people still living who
"can point'out places where the terrible
Joaguin Murrieta was ascustbomed to stop-
Mr.Henry A.Polk spoke Spanish
fluently and Ihave been told by several
patrons- that Mr.Polk- has conversed with

w

oaguin while he was in this vicinity.

He- would remain for several days;
or until it was safe fobe on his way

abfte

a
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Mrs. Elizabeth Seaton



Mr. dnd Mrs. U.G.Seaton

886 the Seatons with twe children,
came to the crossing. They built g dwelling
house 14'by-18'-and people came here to

ol
b

his was the sa

dance. Adjoining OO, ke

J

lumber for these buildings came from Soquel,
down the fTlume,and unhoaded there.

They lived here until 1888,when they
were burned out.

The father Elija Seaton, had taken up
a homestead a few miles above there, so aft
the fire, they moved to the father's place,
apd Timally proved upion the talner oifi o
The father having moved to Fresno prior to
this, gue ‘Lo 'Flasss,

There were four Seaton girls: Eliza,
Nellie, Annie, and Rela. Mrs. Seaton had
one son by ‘a former marriage,Sam Hern.

Mr. Seaton has been dead for some years.

s, Seatof was .72 hep lass b intiiday-rah.

=
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LAWLER

Mr.. Lawler came here in 1903. He and
I

Rose Jordan were married in

four sons: Leon,Woodrow,Lonnie,and Jennings. |

They bought the old Frickstad home of one
hundred sixty acres along the flume on the
Fresno River.

|

er worked on the flume,steadily,

l\/n. rﬁ L L 8. ‘;‘aﬁ\v{

for twenty-eight years.
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Fred O.Jordan

Fred O.Jordan was born December 8,1854,
in Montery County.
~ He and his wife came here in_Dec.1905
in a wagon. This was an unusually wet year
and it was impossible to cross the Sweet-
Water Creek. .
~ Mr.Jordan took up a homestead on the
Madera River Road. Hé spent some time im
mining the various streams,but later: took
up farming. '
In Jan.1906 he was joined by his son
James'f. .and his family.In April of the
same year another son Charles Joined them.

He also was joined by his two daughtlers
Mrs.Rose Lawler and Mrs.Edith Fosten.

His wifesdied a numberr of years ago,
and his daughter,Mrs.Lawler in the summer
G A

3



Mr .

and

Mrs. James Jordan

and family

09
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Some of the people living in this
locality, mostly on Government land, but
who took an active part in building up the
community. It is impossible to get in touch
with all who may have lived here,but their
names are so often mentioned in connection
Wt this or ‘that event..

Mr. and Mrs. Frickstad

John Elderbrock

John Slouthour

Mr. and Mrs. Grunagle

Mr. Gustaverson

John Carter

Oscar Jones,father and mother
Antone Lenardo

James Langdon and family
George E. Millard and family
Jake Gaymon

Mr. Van Bibber *-Rube Branson
Mr. Logan

Dan Mc lver

John Jenes

John Mc Cardy
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POLK SCHOOL DISTRICT

1912



HENRY A. POLK

for whom this school was named.
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POLK” SCHOOL BISTRIET

AU 48 Iivimg‘im this vicinity were
attending Willow Creek and Coarse Golc
Schools, and either way meant five or
5ix miles. So the people in the community
decided to organize a district and build
their own school-house:.

Mr.Henry A. Polk owned the land i mme d-
jately at the forks of thes road and vol--
unteered to donate the land as long as
there was need for a %cnool

The Pirst trustees were Henry A. Polk,
Fred 0. Jordan,, and Jaﬂeb H.Landon.
Pursuant to a reguest for a metiting
of the Board of Trustees of the P olKk
District a meeting was called téo order
o the: 12th day of Junel3lZ..

The purpose of this me&ting, accord--

img to reeguest] was to submitiis the
clectors of theodistrict, the matter of

voting bonds;,, to raise money for the

building, QPPCtIHT and constructing of

2 QChOOl‘hOery:aﬂd ouy|ng the necessary

Furnitures.,

O thec 6th day of July 1312, at tne
residencecof Me..James H. Landon po | e
were opened at one o'clock. W

This poll!was opened for the purpose

’



o

dselling of bonds Lo thes

gl hssuingr g 2
000 .- for the purposesofl

amount of $

1
L
serecting a school-building and construct-
ing such school builcding withinecessary
furnitudre and supplies.
Jacob S.Grunnagle was the: inspector
Jdameés F.Jordan and Charles Reed served

a8 jupges.

Refore the school-house was findsh-
ed. the school term was here- and rather
than be so late in closing, it was. de-
cided to establish a temporary school,
and by the-time the-cold weather set in.

the: new building would be ready for USes.
On the ninth day of September 131%,

Miss Minnie Middleton began her duties |

in a portion of the old Langdon barn,

set aside for this purpose.. Theres were

no desks available and so they used

discarded dry goods boxes,, Rough boards

and smad ler  boxes servsd for seais..

‘Horses were often tied in the: stallls
on the other side of the paetition..
The large inside section of the barn
wag Tullhol ngy-.:
Twenty-three pupils were enro Lad
that fliratiday. 6
The water was carried by the Tani tor
and stood in a large earthern jar In
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PUPILS

This is a list of the pupils wnp

attended the Polk School from its
establishment Sept.9,1912 umtill the
present day May 20,1938.. :

James Jordan
Fred Jordan |
Clyde M® Cormick
VMarie MECormick
Victor Bartlett
Fred Baetlett
Roy Landon

Roy Anderson
Maggie Lenardo
Charles MCCormick
Ellen Bartliedtt
Mary Lenardo
Donald Walker
P B S e

Webb Walker
Clyde Shdukhor
lda Creford
Edgathamgdon




Artie Smith
Geneive Gokey
Blanch Gokey
Lola Gokey

Johnm Gokey

El'lén Anderson
Nellie Gault
Ruth Tripp
Chauncy Reis
Kenneth Mc Intire
Beth Mc Intire
Audley Galbraith
Ethel Reis
Giadys Galbraith
Naomi Reis
Gordon Tripop
Howard Tripp
Merrill Tripp
Edith Mchdtire
Felton Millard

Agnes Wood
Manual! Nordgreen
Edward Nordgreen
Ada Tripp

Christina Nordgreen

Elmer-Tripp
Saradn Tripp
Helen Austin
Lewis LeGrand
Mary Reed
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Ernest Sluthor
Virginia Hunt
Letty Rivas
Polly Leorze
Stella Hamond
Ralph Galbraith
Robert Jordam
Bermice Shermantine
George Keith
Leon Lawler

Roy Jordam
Jessie Hunt
Sallie Pumpkirm
Julia Pumpkin
Oliver Sharp
Flora Shaepr
F'lorance Sharp:-
Woodrow Lawler
Jack- Les Gras
Fred Dawis

Edna Haymaker
Allis Dawl s
Gladys Haymaken
Myrtle Dawis
Louise Haymaker
E |l eanon Jordam
Winnie . Pierce
Joe Plerce

Max Bowl'ing



Hubert Bowling

Floyd Duncan

George Pierce

Ruth Pierce

Harry Gokey

Mable Gokey

Golda Pierce

Grace Langdon

Verna Shannomn
Lonmie Lawler

Marie Stewart

Edna: Sphar

Berrice Hudson
Paulline: Hudsom
Clifford Hudsom
John Hansen
Margaret Jones
Alliices Willson

Allice Dodge

Bess|es Jordam
AlliceGal brai th
Lucilll'es Mayramnmd
Cathrine Northcl!iff
- Ellizabeth Northelliff
Carl Hansem e
Mary LeGrass W
Raymond Linxwiller
Millie Cook



Me lba Cook

Tina Campbel |
Edley Campbel |
Evelyn Campbel |
Melvin Gokey
Lena Jones
Virgil Gokey
Elmer Jordon
Edmere Cook
Filorange Strickler
Frank Spinelli
Natal Spinelli
Quinton Spinellj
Edgar Noble

Mar jorie Gokey
Mable Hansen
Marie Hansen
Glenn Linxwiler
Marion Wilson
EdithR werdan
Eldon Wright
Claudie Wright
Leffle Wrignt
Lorin Wood
Vivian Maynard
‘Roy Wright
Edith Hansemn
Mary Hansen

S0}



Helen Jordan
Fred Johnson
Frances Jones
James Cummings
Emma Tommans
Dick Arnold
Clara Jones
Glen Millard
Harris Millard
Clifford Johnson
Rico Spielli
Denny Shannon
Lewis Shannon
foel - Graves
Jennings Lawler
Coleman Mealey
Anna Aldax ‘
John Aldax
Louise Aldax
Catherine Aldax
Virginia Millard
Margaret Coats
Marie Aldax
Betiy Bunbery
Delta Mae Tamasse
Mildred Wilson
Henry Clay Jones

Richard Olander
Hazet Foster
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Gordan Foster
staniley foster
Leslie Olander
James Aldax
Glenn Foster
Al¥+ce Jordan
Ruby Jordan
John Gains
Dorothy Gains
Leland Denny
Dick Robarts
Jane Coats

Edd Holiday
Margaret Holiday

Betty Jean Holiday

Ray Miller
Dana=Mae Miller
Willard Savage
Francis Savage
Harold Savage
Bruce Knoch
Ctifford Moares
Alvin Goodwin
Aurelia= Goodwin
Dickie Emerick
My la Lemm

Grant A. Engstrom
lola Savage
Kathryn Mitchell
Marilyn MItchell
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Vildred Olander
Kenneth Emerick
Pete Aldax

Armenta Lou Funston
Betty Whipple

Bobby Cross

i 3



Richard Olander, Willard Savage, Ray Miller

Marilyn Mi
Left: Leslie Olander, Kenneth Emerick,

p—

V""\y ® ] . : B ol » i { E'i . | . o ,f e
Jickie Emerick, Edd Holliday, Louise Algax,

Myla Lemm, Doma Mae Miller, Armenta Lou

5 CHE ¢ Doy M Aty S K RPN PR A biday g
Funston, Mildred Olander, Peter Aldax, anc

1 e e
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TEACHERS
of the
POLKCDISTRICT

ek S R e AR - 1948
[912--------- Miss Minnie Middleton
[9]8--------- Miss Evelyn Curran
[9]4---onoo Miss Aghnes Lernhart

Miss Helen Wilkinson
[9]5-=49]B~---Miss Alice Ebi
L7 =83 3= - - M. L. M: Ho | Mingetio s
[920--------- Nrs.uhrrley Duncan
[92]--------- Miss Clara Nysander

Miss Flbra Rodrigues
[922--------- Miss Margaret Carney
[923--1925----Miss Mary Redden
[926--------- Miss Frances Seeburt
[927--------- Miss Marian E.Dawis
[928--------- Mrs.. Mildred Gaster

Mrs Celia Whitfield
[929------" Migs 1. 0.0 hbei ~

R Miss Laura Spruil

1930--1934~-- Mrs.. Laurs Coats

1935--1938--- Mrs..

Emma Footman
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Craig Cunningham

Mr. Cunningham was the Superintendent
of Schools at the time the Polk District
was organized from portions of Willow Creek,
Goarse Gold, and Green. He drew the plans
for the Polk building.

Mr. Cunningham is a native of Madera
County, born in 1881,in Madera. Soon after.
his family moved to Arcola, near Borden,
which at that time was known as the Alabama
Settlements. He attended the Arcola School,
craduating in 1896, attended High SEhool In
Madera, graduating there in [18393.

Being interested in school work, nhe
tookthe examination from the County Board,
passed the county examination; but due to
the factthat he was not yet eighteen years
of ‘age, the board could not i'ssue & certits
icate, so he took the examination again the
following Christmas, anc received a grade-
sehool certificaie.

At that time it was very discouragd!



ing to secure a position as teacher. S0 he
applied for Marysdale,Hanover, and lron Mt.,
and was elected to all three positions.

He accepted Iron Mountain. He taught at
Granite two years,and later taught three
years at Gambetta, the old Grub-Gulgh School,
erin-

From here he was €
tendency for twelve years, 1911 to .l ios
During that period marked the development
if the greatest number of districts the
County has ever known; Alamo, Bethel, Polk,
Dixieland, Dairyland, Manzanita, Ashview,
Castle Peak, Chowchilla, Resideal, Tharsa,
Cunningham, Ripperdan, Baily Flats, " lriess
Sharon, and Picayune.

Two high schools,Chowchilla and the
Raymond Granite Union,were organized during
this time, too.

During 1915, all the San Joaquin Valley
Counties joined in holding Institute in San
Francisco, during the World's Fair.

In 1923, Mr. Cunningham decided that

twelve years was sufficient time to serve
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the public and he relinquished the office
to his deputy, Mrs. Meta Footman, who was
elected his successor without opposition.
He <then engaged in the furniture bus-

iness for ten years.
Now he is Secretary and Manager of the

Madera Business Men's Aesociathons
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Thts was the first bus used to transport

oupils from the Polk District to the High
School at Raymond.  James Jordan Jr.(driven
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We have avvarietly of blras.
Some of the most common around our school

]l MoV E

Quai | : WNild Canary

Doves Black Birds

Orioles | Blue Birds

Blue Jays | Road Runner

Meadow Lark Swal low

bl pners Humming-Bird

Robin Sparrow

Mocking Bird Snow Bird

Thrush Hawk

Wren Buzzard

Wood-pecker Ow |

Killdee: Fagle
‘Occasionly a Sand-hill Crane will stray

gp the Fresno River. Their stay |s wery
short-lived for the most part.
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Floweprs

Among the flowers to be seen in our foot-
il l o disterol-dn The'opring ‘ars:

Shooting Star (Johny-Jump-Up)
Eor-Get-Me-Nots (Snow-drops)
Red Bud

Lupin

Poppies

Butter Cups

Cream Cups

Dasies

Bird-eyes

Baby Blue Eyes

Lark-spurs

Hyacinth

Mariposa Lillies

Primrose

Harvest Brodea

Fiddle Neck

Four 0'Clocks

Monkey Faces

Ethereal Spheres



HONORARY MENTION

of the

SUPERINTENDENT'S

OFFICE - STARE
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Howard L.Rowe
Superintendent of Schools

87
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Florance P.Koontz
General Supervisor

Gertrude Allison
Primary Supervisor



Vivian Kennedy
Music Supervisor

Heal th Supervisor
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Qur Library System
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oM\

Miss Galoway
(librarian)

Mrs. Bennet
has charge of our
home-reading

-~ Miss Thompson
school-department
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MADERA COUNTY LIBRARY HISTORY

Madera County was first served by
traveling libraries sent out to commun-
Tties asking for them from the State Lib-
rary. Abox of books was made up in Sacram-
ento and sent to a responsible person in
the community who was public minded enough
to see that they were circulated while

there, and sent on to another station at

grdecicnateg time.

On - May 3, 1910 the County Board ot oufis

ervisors entered in a.contract with newly

i
| |
appointed Trustees of the city of Madera l
whereby the County agreed to appropriate

$4500 for |ibrary service throughout the \
county beginning July 1, [310. }
The firsthbranch |ibrary was esiabiicc

| e
at Raymond, November 26, 1910, the seconc

branch established at Coarse Gold November

o '
AR | |
Miss:Esielle Bagnel 'l Superintencent "

of Schools took a very active part and



o i i | TS

interests.
On- duly 65,1911, thesconitract witn
the City of Madera was revoked and the

Board of Supervisors pas ssed a resolution
establishing a County Library under the
‘new laws, which made this possible. Madera
County Free Llbrary was the first library
in the state tQ be eetablis‘ed under the
new |aws. |

Micss Ida Regan was appointed County
Librarian July 11, I911, she @iGrie Suss
ger work in organizing the Uity L0 Ea

service, traveling by horse and buggy,

) spending a week on a trip to the mountain
ection, which we now do.in. & 0ay.

, 'n the Spring of 1912 Gt i i letters
were -sent to schools explaining Tie by
service offered them through tontract:
system. Three districts joined by July 10,
1912 e

- Polk School joined Octeber [I} 1915

The library now ownes 114,403 books
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one corner of thesroom.
In:the eariy part of October tne new

building was completed and the:old barn
was abandoned.



WILLOW CREEK SCHOOL DISTRIGT
ORGANIZED MAY 1883

LAPSED AUGUST 2,158



NILLOW CREEK SCHOOL
buidt in 1B8)
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G S X R e Rt e 7 S i
i la=sthe matter of the petition of

Georee W. Bond et al for a school district

This was found recorded in the
Supervieor's Office
Fresno County Court House.

This little school-house was built in
#all of 1883. '

Eldridge Koontz,a former pupil,tells us

-
e
D

there were thirty-five pupils attending tner
at one time. |
This building was in constant use until
it was sold for the sum of $17 in Mayl3lys
A new school-house was erected during

‘the summer and was ready for occupancyi in

September.,
Th truqtﬂﬁs 2t this time were Samuel M.

Dyer, Mrs. Sid.Mc Rcyn>ld ard Bul o ak ey



The new Willow Creek School~House

erected inl917.
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“the Willow Creek distric

99

This school was suspended in June of
Faoh

Nt o

Ongdigd v - 11,1938 the trusteessaf the

Polk district met with the trustees of
(4

and ‘Tina iy

~agreed to consolidate-

Mr.H.L.Rowe, Supervisor of Schools,
was present. |

Then on August 2, 1938 a feature of
the meeting of the Board of Superwvisors
was the annexation of the Willow Creek
schoo! district by the Polk schoal dis!ts
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The Virgil Koontz Family

One of the old time families to live .
in the=W+|low Creek District,is the Koontz
family.

Mr. Virgil Koontz came here from West
Virginia,while his wife,Miss V. Turner came
from Missouri in '74. |

After they were married they located
in Plainsburg,later coming to this district
in 1884,to the Goat Ranch, now known as the
o Biken Place:

From here they moved to the bridge on
Willow Creek,where it now crosses under the
Ahwahnee Road.Here they lived for a number
of years, and kept a Post. Office. s

They built their present home in [89I.
From this union were three sons: Singleton,
Altius, and Eldridge Jean Latouche made her
home with Mrs. Koontz from infancy,until
her marriage, |

Mr-. Koontz passed away a number of

years ago. Mrs Koontz is now living with
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the. son Alius and his family,in Oakland.
G S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

come of The neighbors in this locality
in the early days as recalled by several of
the 'old-timers'living here to-day :

Jim Mc Claren,his wife and three chil-
dren, Edd, Billy and Charles.

‘Edd Piot;aCap't Townsend; Mr. Calhoun.
his wife and two babies; Taylor; George
Bond and family; Cass Rodgers; John hansen;
Edd, George, Albert and Jimmie Stevens.

oK ok oK R oK A R sk ok ok ok ok Rk R R R R ok
Charlie Walters came here thirty years
.ago,1885, and still lives in an old cabin,
on the side of a hill just above the Koontz
fatreh .He has an orchard and gard&n.
Still others mentionéd. aretgoe i v

Jerome Martin; Ben Turner.--



The

W.B.Aiken Home

104
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W.B.Aiken

Forty-five yemrs ago,Madera County
so it from Fresno County and the first
supervisor of the fourth district was
W. B. Aiken.

Mr. Aiken was a native of Mississippi
and was born December 15,1830. He came to
California in a covered wagon in [1843,with
s brothev-]n-law,S.R.Givems,at one time
a very wealthy cattle-man.

They made their home in Merced for
some time. While he was trere he was the.
County Assessor for a number of years.

His wife was born in Springfieid,Mo.
ey 20,1849,and crossed the plaigs ara
covered wagon with her parents in [852.
They settled near Hornitos,but later went

to Merced where she was married to Mr.Aikens
Mr,Aiken came to ‘his ranch near

Raymond,in the Willow Creek district, in
[891,and it was while he was Supervisor

that Madera County was formed of a part
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0

of Fresno-County. |
Some of the younger children attended
the Willew Creek Sckool. '
Theire home was known as the '0ld Goat

~-Ranch™

| THe names of the Aiken Family are:
Stella Price, Mary,and Henry L. who
passed away a number of years ago; Nl
Who |ives: in Madera; Jessie'E. in Sas =
Jose: John S. somewhere in Texas; Rosel |l a
Mc Mann, Nettie Carlson, and Elva Aiken
who reside in Fresno.

Mr. Aiken passed away March 12,1304,

and was buried iIn Merced.
| Mrs. Aiken lived on until November 10§

s
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The Louise Mine

Madera-miners were excited over a

Fileh_ sirike-made in the Wagher s mine,

situated about eight miles above Raymona,
in the Willow Creek District, and the same
distance from the old mining camp known as
Coarse Gold. Reports reaching this city
indicated a wonderful deposit of the yellow
metal had been found.

Wagner firstibegam striking gold in
his crude shaft!about!March 1, and [tfcees
month he had extracted $25,000 worth of
Bgly prog luctive ore.

On April 1, he sold the mine: for
$1.0,000 to the Shaw Brothers of Raymond, o©
one of whom, A.C.Shaw, was the Republican
candidate for assembly in the sixty-thfrd
gistriot.

From: |
Frespols Yecheprdays
The Bee
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