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school ULGLriﬂL, &
2, Millerton, Monday,
illerton was the firs

The Board met in ““TSJ?ﬁE to adjournment.
P :— H. C. ulton 18686 to 1875, Supervisor in fresno Co.,
ion of Hgﬁ@r?—?r sno counties.

pervisor Donazhoo, Super-

School

ed - and recommended the’

ent thereon: it er

ool District to be known

with boundaries as f¢ ¢

daé South t? hv Ssn J?P“Jiﬁ
: W“Jt* ﬂf the

::
has approv
from his endorser
sranted and that a Scn
trict be and is established
ginning at the Adobe Ranch and running
River, thence down said river to a point opbosite

Fresno River, thence up said Fresno river to the Beginning.







Dated August 13, 1894
Consideration $39.75
Grant, Bargain, Sell,Convey,
G. W. Dowda ; & Confirm.
to
Arcola School Distriet of Madera Co., California

All that real estate in Madera County, California, deseribed as
follows, to wit : Commencing at a point on the south line of the
County Road in the NWi of NW; of Sec. 4, T. 12 S. R. 18 E. S.
40%° E., 253 feet from a point on said Co, road where the S, line
of said road is intersected by the Section,--dividing sections 4
and 5 in said Twp. and R. said point being 520 ft. S. from the
NW corner of NW; of NWi of Sec. 4, T. 12 S. R. 18 E., running
thence S. 22° W, 373 feet; thence S. 36 feet; thence E, 428--

to west line of Highway; thence N. 404° W. along highway 507 feet
to place of beginning, containing 2.03 acres.

It is understood and agreed that when said land ceases to be
used for school purposes it shall revert to grantor, his heirs
and assign. And this grant is made upon this express condition.
Subject to use for school purposes as above expressed.

G. W. Dowda

Witness:
Francis A. Fee

Acknowledged in due form Aug 13, 1894, before Francis A. Fee,
Notary Public, Madera County, California by G. W. Dowde.

Recorded April 24, 1899 in Book 16 of Deeds, page 136 Madera
County, California. Records at 1:55 P. M.

Teken from the County Surveyor's Records June 22, 1938.

e

Written by Vivian Stadille

K., L. Hughes,
County Surveyor.
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TEACHERS

1838 Miss Merritt Eley, Tes

cunningham, Janiter

1902 :

1903-04 Mae E. Barnett

fe Barnett

1805-1206 Alice Cunningham (Pitman)

1909-1910 Mrs. M. B. Beadles
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GRADUATES

(Note: Generally speaking, prior to 1923 the graduates
\ i [ ' ounty znd not by district. This
rd ames of the ?r“iantsa for Arcola
rict that the suthor was able to find. )

1895 County Supt. of oSchools
B.A. Hawkins

Gradustes:

Bdgar Cunningham
Jennie Elmore
Guy Rutledge

1896 Cregig Cunningham
Scott Patterson
cusie C. Elmore
Maggie Crowder

1897 William W. ocanderson
1898 County Supt. of Schools:

Estella Bagnelle

1909 Nellie Seecars
Delbert oSecars
Meretta Patterson
Jimmie Patterson
Kleiser Hollister

ik County Supt. of Schools:
“raig Cunmningham

1923 Idela iMichaelson
Zelma Peterson
Lucile Gardner
Mary Reynolds
LaVangh Kinder

1924 Bernald Reynolds
Bva Griffin
Alfred Delbo
Ella Jones
Artie Gregory
Lllen Van Curen

1925 Joseph Liliis
Mae Dowen
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Graduates (continued)

20

Harold Butler
Homer Clawson
Katheryn Duleich
Margaret Dennis
Hzrrison Graham
LaVerne Miller
Rene Noaue

Louls Noague
Leland Fitman
Margaret Pitman
Dean Slavens
Mary Van Curen
Bernice Whitehouse

‘ 1928 Girar Avakian

1he2i Mary Pretzer
Lenes Montanari
Worth Van Curen

McRae
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rl Frederickson
Mollie Swingle
Daisy Larson
_Edith Bossom
Nello obeiacqua
Virginia Montanari

Ttalia Collodi
Gerald Slosn
Dorothy Davis
Beulah Hunt
Margaret Van Vlieet

ik
[de]
I
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Silvy Valenzuela
Irma Winters
Nancy beciacqua

w

1929-30 Doris Fredrickson
Mery Root
Barbara Van Vle=st

1930-31 Dorothy Blsck
Dora Nipgp
Shoichi Dobashi
Ernest Skaggs
’ l'ony Ragnetti
Takala Yamanaka

David Tesei




Graduates (cont.)

Loul Garcia
Chester Hunt
Hsrold Manassalian
Marion Hoberts
Loui Tesei

'.—.J
O
G
H
|
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(3]

Nerihiko Yamanaks
Ardys Collodi
Minnie Failla
Haruko Fujikawa

Tong Gong

1832-33 Mary Failla
Hisake Fujikawa
Gel UDHé
parah Zoe Justice
Glen Couch
Charles Gordon
Charles Montenari -
Charles Nipp
Oliver Haddox

1932-34 Frank Bishop
Jimmie Failla ‘
Ellsworth Jacobson
Fernaldo Ragnetti

Florence wcl (er

. Barbara Zack
LeRoy Stephenson
Elvirs “ﬂll“ﬂi
Jiyaka F Jlduda
193485 Blanche Gordon

petty Graham
Rosina Pagurs

Ma rga ret Roberts
Marilyn Sk
Robert W
La Vads

1935-36 Charlie Pailla
Irving Gates

: se ﬁontan&ri

e Roderiquez

ell Van Vleet

19868387 Emma HRag
Lon '

Gerald Miller
Marie Roderiquez
Joe Faillas
I'helma Dockery

. Inez Collodi

. Pete Armenta

Bud Williamson
Juanita Mitchell
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BARLY HISPORY OF ARCOLA SCHOOL DISTRICT.
In 1888 there was great unrest in the Southern states,

especially Mississippi and Alabama for the purposes of this

account, as an aftermath of the great Civil War, or the War of

09
|

the States, as it is called in Southern histories, and also as =a

result of extremely poor price for wheat.

!

Southern gentlemen made

gate the outlook for a Mississippi- Alabama colony in thi=s state.

in especial investigating comm ttee was composed of JudgelSamuel Ly~

Holmes, Major C. A. Redding, and L. A. bledge. They started from

New York City, crossed the Isthmus of Panama, and then saild uap to

guoted on government land in the state at that
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time were generally {1.285 an acre. 'ne Southern investigating com-
3

mittee showed such interest and(supposedly ) financial comfort that

the San rfrancisco firm of land agentx, Chopman and PFriedlander by

name, closed a deal for lsnd in
Late in 1868 word was sent back home that they had found a haven,

and soon the committee learned that the Alabama-

caravan was on the move out. Leaving New York Cit
ALASKA, they sailed to Central imerica, crossed the Isthmus, and
sailed from there to San Franciseco on the Steamer MONTANA.

A . rollstall of the first contingent of the Alabamz Colony

reveals the following historic names of early Madera county:--

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel otrudw
Judee and Mrs. Samuel A. Holmes and two children. —
Mrs. L.A., Sledge and four children.

Major and Mrs. C. A. Redding &nd two children.

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Borden and {five children.




Mgjor and Mrs. W. B. Dennett

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Lyon and two children
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Whitfield and one child

0SS

eph 2
e children.

- i
o Lis
fiv
W. Jd. Plickettb

B, Zack Hsll

Gus rortesgue

Herry Dixon

James Dixon

Miss Ann Lamox

Miss BRosalie Lamox

Samuel Lemox

Barton Lamox (The last f ur being grandchildren of Samuel

otrudwick) .

Other Alabamans and coutherners who joined this group in
1869 and 1870 included:

Judge and Mrs. R. E. Dixon and four children.

G.W. Mordecai, 'who later married Miss Julia Dixon. J

and two children
Dr. d.L. lileare, son and daughter.
Dr. Henry Marriott

Smith Norris

CERL - o s S AN x . 4
ueirse :.*e,i‘lzy from Lhe diddle West.




Harry Hely from the Middle West.

Capt. Hussey from New Ensgland.

Among the old timers of later date

The Shedds
Ed Wolters' people.
The wledges

Dr. Dow H. Ransom

The okaggs family.
I'he Cunninghams

The relatives of Mis. Xiepulff.

W. M. Haghes! family.

Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Vanderburgh
Mr. sndiMes @y 0, Caevin

Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Becars

G.E. Hamiltom

The Horace lMacon relatives

" The Bastins

The vesmonds

The Curtins

The nearest town to the settlement w

county seat of Fresno county, the site of

under 200 feet of water at the projected

was Millerton, the first

which 1is to be submerged

T as 3 J e v ™ e 1
Friant dam. Between the

Alabama colony amd the King's river the only dwelling was the cabin

of a Mr. McHelm on Bry Creek.

In 1869 the colonists hauled from Mariposa county enough wheat

o o 5 o s 1,
oy olY caeTe

section of Californiz #. Winslow of
first crop among all the settlers with a

ckton. dost of the wheat wsas

w
T
<
<‘\

3. They harvested a fairly good crop. Inm this

Mariposa Lreek harvested the

thresher purchased in

on the farm ahd but little




was sold to the miners in the mountains.

experienced poor crops until 1872, in

sold in 8an Francisco. The &

by that time and

the home of Dr.
in honor—ofshis host

Rhodes Borden. This Dr. Borden was

of Fresno, rec

Dr. Borden analyzed drinking water

it 100% pure. I[ts purity is borne

water needs not be distilled for use in

Business soon was attracted to

town induced J.H. Jones of Millerton to

In the same year Mr. Burcham

ite

Borden.

mployed S. Norris as first hotel

Q)

The colony was abandoned about 18

Helys, and Bordens

Among the names given to the ranche
settlers - .are:

" The uradle of lnnocence!——

" Héll's Half Acre", the Bachelor

" FElkhorn ", inbabited Uy

" Refuge ", was the Dixon ranch,

Mordecai
" Valley Agricultural
" The vhristian Ranch " of Joseph

Col. Holmes' ranch and ranch home

winery.

Mg

" The West Mineral Mile ", was

The first school was bedd in a

wnhich

onthern Pacific

who named the
a5 the‘first
an uncle
ently
of Berden

out by

Borden. in

erected

the Pickens

by Major Her

now

Mz jor Dennett settled on what 1s now

the ne

sheep camp.

year

railway was in operation

Governor Leland sStanford paid a perscnal visit at

growing town Borden

station agent

£3 % a
as

Town

the

the facf that to-day

electric batteries.

erect a

the

clerk.

home.

the

belonging te

™ R o
Ur. Bopden

property of

Borden.

are now the Arakelian

called the Skaggs ranch.

wme of the eld Sledge ranch

During

the rainy
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seasons Major Dennett's wife took care Ol the ehildren at . ner

-‘ home, -which is now the olive orchard of Dr.

Then & school-buildi
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emigrants. Hr.

the colony named "Arcola"
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' . vanguard of settlers, wished

in honor of the plantation which he had left in the oouth.

2

{at)

The name never applied to the colony, but the school distri
honored with the name.

Tn 1870 the first interest was taken in the lumber industry.
Then the completion of the Southern Pacific roadbed in 1871 stimulg-

ted business
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composed

the common labor a
laying the railrbad bed.
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Through a refusal to vote a subsidy te the Ceslifornla Lumber

ompany ,Borden lost the chance to have the Madera oSugar Fine lumber

e

industry located on tha

town-site and the riva
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‘ srew up around the indystry that was to remailn the key indmstry

the county until. 19&56.  The to
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ALABAME COLONY.

In the spripgz of 1873 a Post

M. C. Landmun as-Pos tmistress.
In 1874-5 there were 250 inhsb

Gon—;;n—la“ ',
succeeded in

G Wi Eordecai,
were the only ones who
adverse circumstances and are still

Harry,5r.,Jdohn Dixon of this
of Fresno ecounty in 1869.

¥d Hall was first Justi
Then he became Sheriff of Fr

”‘ltPT Pickett helped

George Mordecal
first eity clpr

draw up
was Assemblym

I'ne first 5chﬁ@i in. this Alsh
It was on the old Cunningham place-—-—

but was really on that portion just
remember some of the old buildings.
moved to its present site.’
Thomas Cavin came in 1882,
J. L. Davis came in 1890.
J.A, Secars

came in 1892,

Lee Skages S
Merritt and Jame
came in 1870.

W.L. Sayre, born in 1860, c¢am

first to irrigate from wells. His
Wm. Hughes came in 1893 zand b
in 1887. He was the father of onp

Williems came
of the Madera city schools,
then agaln principal of the city sec
was appﬂlnted Uounty Superintendent

A. L. Sayre 11 the father

AT T
A L

was

Mfice was

itants in Borden.
f Judge Dixon, and the B
holding their own agains
here.
Elebame

e o
Wa s

Colony

Sorden dn LETE

Constitution.
Fresnots

the Californis
an and Jor Dennet was

bama Colony was called
- now called the Sam

egast ©of Cannatella's
The school building wss

attarson,who

887. He was
94{]17!.
mches Hotel in

one of the

Fresno

W, Hughes.
twelve years was principal
e twelve years,
In 1885 he
again in 19286.
and Donald

or five years.
of SehAfl» ]
5
&

O
of £. Logs

ayre 1]
7

a d, Ao

Dr. Joseph Borden, & nephew, Joe Bo Hearry and James Dixon
of Alabsma settled on the vottonwood in 1 .

The Southern Pacific Railwsy came through in 1872. Governor
Leland Stanford named the new town Borden for Dr. Eorden. Dr.
Borden's son was the first railroad asgent.

The first store in Borden was in 1872 and was kept by a man
nannd J. R. dones. His store building was the first building in
Borden. !

The first hotel was owned by a Mr. Burcham.

Mah Wah, a VYhinamsn, built & large =tore the same year. He
kept the farmers! books and staked the farmers.

Mr. John M. Hensley of Fresno Sheriff in 18¢ The

population of Borden grew to asbout
The Chinese furnished the labor to
the entire pop&ldtlon there were on

ly about 500

with ﬁeajblv 1500 Chimamen.
the rﬁﬁlré P Jut of

&S ldllag

.

build

Written by Mrs. Carrie Cavin.




—Reproged by Hurst Studié
THOMAS 0. CAVIN

Death claimed one of Madera’s
well-known citizens, Thomas O.
Cavin, Monday morning. The de-
ceased was prominent in the activi-
ties of the Arcola farm center

for many years.




/% 22243 = m /éM%V‘Lk@//MQ/MW /Wﬂ/%,,@zfzafz’am,

I . ma—% %%74 S/

- Wfrc// J%¢MM%/ /%/W |

»"M /

y RN S 6 f/%
® %”77 wan

)%o,%%auwf/

sl .
I e
/2_7504////1/6//%&&% ./a/ ,,,,,4/4/7% /& 4/6‘7W7/AV7




Mﬁ/ i S adlivcritbs, Golls
o /m &%y /é/ e ;éi/mm

. /Zo Z& )y ,{W/ IR
sz/zf yzéw A é/z‘/z VLT 70 1 =z W/é.fM/f?//\f/
o el ZL//:Q"W/&‘& 5@% s a >/
ﬁyf//& W/;f% o Coav /Wﬂ% .
s> M%M%/m{/ 7/26//%%/% ot WW(zéjﬁ/WfZ
e VZW/M T el wa/%m/ﬂ/m///zw/é/ s ote,
72—{% bt e 2t zAl Rl JéMM M @%V/
EZ MMWMJ o W&z W/ﬂ%
/%m/y/ Ll clAss &0 wﬁWM
/WVM% / il 2o %%47
M e %%%M@%@W W %/@%ﬁ/
)ﬁm/{/ Wﬂzﬁﬂ M%/Z @/J/W
///w/z// d /Q—ZMW Tz r 2z v%wﬂ /,é%w/
. o il e

%Vow %WW
/szé % /W/ %/LW//WM =

ZZ/ MM; /%;/ "

//%7« VL/ W %fyﬂ Mﬂ%é Wé /9404/,/(/%-
— /WZ[W ) W %f/a Z&éw/r,os




® iy Qicolec ok
)%/M X%/éfbMa//

%/ﬁ/ %/WLM M %
%M&&f //www/cZL e o/;é// é/ X/WW :
V/Oyﬁr—é//éi%m /[frx/é 4
/%WV /J/ (//}Mﬁ/
@@%MW oh ey Mm%%/
U :
e

/%C/W jpwwﬂ/vv/og/ M@é—m
jﬂw /@w %WW ﬂ//%é =

///(/J;/
/M/M

25270 WM%M@W%/

1 %/W/ﬁ%w%% fw a8
AR M@
%MZ/W/%@VV oA Bt %;7 |
A ’Ww WMZ /é .
/éfuugffz% ey Wﬁ/e//ou/zéﬁ/»

° | //;@%m/% BRI S k-t

_34/4////3 %’@W@%w »Z%J /%, @M

%/




% / Qé/” WW“W&W%Mz&

/7/3
?/ %W’ /ZL%”WMW%W

. o ik ot

%’W S z% +

W /yé/é g

Qj /VJV%M %/V Sy e .

/m; VZMV/%M it Lol e
Myly %“/ Yz 5 ﬁo/%ww %M

oo drrd ficlict

a8

: g

7 7 s Mo < ‘;‘{(C‘l '
e LI 7. /
/% T Tt 7

. o ke ; RA S s 5
% /JM// MW/N/M i @(/;/ ;

/M W/ /% . éz//d/y

Wéﬁ//f/ cece” /ﬂZW /}j s e /r% }




@ Vgt il it |
G Zppas /. g:/ém/
i/ il eallicd Ve - £t enlly
% é% A 7/&%&1 @wé/% %M e

%fmz// Dertgre 2 u//ﬂ Ve x/urf:/oe/
/ Mﬂmm s
crelele cns f . WZIM
ﬂ“M/(/ /Mﬂu/(/// e 7%%./ /ﬂ ,&/é/f%ﬁ/ |
44, st % %% D//fax»@ ﬁmx/’z
SnaRe el L e WMV/&, Wﬁé/ggﬂL o
. : Zlm/LW

7ZW% o !
/m//fﬁz Zt/?//)/:/c/ﬁzfza// ﬁ/éé/l.?{m 2epgces |
/(//Z/ m@pr/w%w% ZW&M/QZZ%%
/%W%f a@w P IRPE LA SRE /A ‘
[ﬁ/mu//ﬁ/éa Q//fam sttt S IToliee .
Jé@ QW/MW /2’\4&&‘@/21” M

|

/ ///aﬂ‘?/ ; ‘

/é/f/ lé/m/mu b FOR R }?WM ‘
LT R < Véw @W/A/I/MJWM J

%/}%w MM/A&%VZ/WM




4 97,?/4’ flépo/m/gw/ |
S s A o e
A %% lp S @%ﬂw // et
> 22 %//Zl ctpe e
4;&4;“?%,&&/@«/6&/ %%MW
@WZVW g e @szw Wy, 2zr s s

/Wa o W/myﬁ/ LSkl
S W /L //% /%w%w*ﬁ ;
e / 2 /W o

. /&V/ﬂ/zm éuuz/ ﬁ ( %& fé et /%W/

M

= Zr MM %W W/&W/pz;p{ 24/ ¢f ’L &A/«, |
//ym/ 0//// %Z//M{ Zé /J/ ﬁ///?[ PR / f/ / /M

/Zl/ﬁc = /fc Lt uc%a/oofyj //u/// EX3 'L Vvvé/ é/v/,/y;{/

ng/f/w /M/wf‘/uac/ww A #
é/ L&/?// 7/ 72 c/V/WWé/Z?/Q/M

i /V//f// / —M/;y/%wz/ At s
P /@//%ﬁ/m/(/ (my/w/wizaé/ e
A% ///Zﬂ/z W//Z{/c% %ﬂ//m /M Wy
r W%&%’W S

Lo 252/ nire /ﬁ/;W(/ZW/ W/M P

' \///5 - C//W.V/ﬁ/ el ‘./M/d /Wf%

/é/M N e S —

1
é/a Fy S // Z{z{ ,A'W Ld7 it /a,Zl %«%/% M‘
MZ %/ 22 @%76 st ore % ‘




A > 7 :
! /%M - C/;//é&V‘—zA/t/

® chi e (

ng/ LIDY et 727%//&7/1/&0/ IQ/ZW ,‘

R Lt At cerry et ol e
/Z/Q/ /WWQM%W %W/R? A‘ :
e i

}/7 AP IRy ) A /4%747 l

’ /HHQ;%M%(/W /'ﬁ/ = P2ttt ,ﬁd/%

21 ,/%7%%0‘3 é) {zﬂ ’L,L/,:,?/z/‘ &

s s A Ml O

& oy |
It a Mmrre Vool arllr 2ol i i
e L R \
)74@&%05 e ép/é/’ﬁ/z/// {

()

"’/» Z V!/L‘&/?/ //Q(_\?(})f
~ 4

A PP




e R BT o 72, s AR
: BEsEa

ec MWMWMW

W/%AW e M,z;zuMw

S

@wml? et o e :

R el |
y@mmmw

Z;(‘A/ e A K s

S0 Y B TIPS

i A & %7/@WW

A £




P PSR W5, o AR W 2 2 5l A u..:&wé&,b/jy/w
Mwwm,v/m/ﬁa/- JWM
VA eI AT DTS & SO P =D S :
: Frtae o aitis iy Tl Lol
Js/a,z:u;f./w;/féww
AleaZlic t MWWWWU]




L W A B AR N
W&oj/fﬂﬂ%ﬂ VST SIS SINeY 5 s v, RS RS S R IO
Wf 7/ B s R RO %MU Ao )

PRI, el ih Y e MR AN e e SV S R

M LI L N e AR s A s
A Ak o e e s A i
SN L, NG SE S G iy u i) S W

=SSR S PR DU A

aJ

w . :




bo/ XA PSR 4 (Al L

W%w /L/—;/l/é‘———»/-._é/l

W%% b R ate ZHA .
M%WW@

s
B Bl e gy MR e e




i A Vs & W A A
m : : W ):j
s Mé&i&wa W




@

adera county ever
tive in the life
een county Lremgarer for the

William M. Hughes has
giin¢e its formation in 1895%; and
of both Madera and Fresno. He has
last n;n@ years.

William Marshall Hughes was born at thQSVlllQ, Arkansas, Feb-
ruary 15, 1858, the son of Thomas B. and ary J. (Rogers) Hughes.
The family had already been in Californis, but had returned tn the
Eastern home for & short period. They came westward again with the
infant William In 1859, but at Fort Laramie, the mother, ill from
exposure from an accident on the river Plstte, died of pneuwonia
The fether settled at Stockton until 1862, then moved to WLJﬂlulfu?
County, where he was county clerk at the then county seat, Knight's
Ferry.

From 1872 to 1876, the family resided in HMerced county where
they engaged in sheep raising. Young William, who had gained some

education at Stockton, was engaged with his father in the sheep bus-

iness, and after being in Merced county for a time, went to Nevada
to follow the same business. In the fall of 1887, he went to San
Prancisco, where his father was then living, was a street ecar
conductor on the Market Street railway.

tn* 1878 his elder brother, J. Ed. Hughes, had gone to Fresno,
to engage in sheep raising, and William now followed. The father
and two brothers became partners in this vemture. Their sheep range
included what is now Kearney Park, ss well as what later became the
Fresno Irrigated Colony, just south of the city of Fresno, and the

New England colony. The firm name was Thomas E. Hughes and Sons,
asinipd sony Thomas M., joining the business. For a time, they
carried on 8 great resl estate promotion campaign, which resulted

in bringine many hundreds of colonists from San Francisco snd other
points to Fresno county. Thomas M. Hughes died, thersupon Thomas E.
and William boufghti out his widow's interests and also the interests
of d. Ed. in the business. The climax of the real estate activity
of Thomas E. and William M. Hughes was thﬂ construction of the Hurches
Hotel in 1887. £ side enterprise was the manufacture of brick for
the construction of many of the early Ddiljiﬂ;; of Fresnmo. William
M. Hughes, as well as his father and brothers, took a notable part
in the social development of the City of Fresmo in the Eighties.
Thomas FE. Hughes was one of the members of the first city council
when the town was incorporated in 1885, William M. Hughes took an
cgctive part in the formation of & committee of Vigilantes that re-
stored order and expelled crim nals who appeared on the scene in con-
nection with a series of, fires in the county seat.

In 1893, William M. Hughes removed to Madera, wasking his home
on a2 farm three miles south of the .present city. Here he had a vine-
yard -and orchard of 120 acres. Mrl Hughes took & lpaiin; part in
the promotion activities that resulted in the separation of Wadersa
county from Fresno in 1893.

r. Hughes spent & number of years in i
but always continued to regard Madera as his home. In 10””, he dis-
posed of his vineyard, and there being a vacant i he ice of
county treasurer, when George D. Opie resigned, Mr. Ha”hﬂ“ was named
by the supervisors te fill the position. He has been elected by the
people to this same office continuously since, with an opponent only
at the first election.

ol

izona 1in stoeck raising,

Mr. Hughes was married in 1388l teo Matilda B. Bernhard, who passed

away in 1893, Of this union there were born two sons: Kenneth, whose
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sketch is to be found
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Veteran County
Official Today

WILLIAM HUGHES \
-—Schnoor Photo i

ern home, moving into Stanislaus
claimed Stockton as his first west-
county where his father was elect-
ed county clerk at Knight's Ferry,
then the county seat.

Young “Bill” helped his father .
raise sheep in Merced county until
1876, moving then to Madera coun- !
ty where ever since he has beeni

i
i

William M. Hughes, veteran
county treasurer, has been con-
nected officially with Madera
county ever since its organization
in 1893, before that time taking an
active part in what were then
Fresno county activities.

The whimsical, humor-loving
character was born in Arkansas,
many years ago—1853, as long asj|
“Bill,” name by which 18 Sia e
fectlonately known to his court
house friends, doesn’t seem to mind
telhng

Hughes came to Cahforma at
the rlpe young age of one year and

a valuable citizen indeed.

One of Hughes’ most vivid mem-
ories has to do with the instance |
when a steamer was lost the
overflow near Elk Horn. Enter-
‘prising “Bill” claimed the stern
wheel for his own and made a
‘voller out of it, using the 1mplo-|
ment to smooth out the first race
track at Fresno, one upon W‘uch,
two world’s records were estab- |

lished several years later. 1;
?)LW Co UM @éq‘/,ﬁ' /73 ?
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The first Arcola school,with Mrs.Wf%.Dennett
as teacher, was held in the old Du Bois Homestead cabin located
on the present site of Dr. Ransom's olive orchard on Cottonwood
Creek. Rain ran us out early in December and we moved to Mrs.

DennettT;mﬁome three fourths of a mile away where the term,

which lasted from Oct.15,1872 to April 1,1873, was finished.

To my knowledge there was not a stream
in the state that had any kind of a bridge across it excepting
rail road. Ferries were few and far between., 8ister Julia and
I used the rail road bridge to cross Cottonwood Creek to get to
school. iIt wae four miles by the section lines direct from home,
U tinhan- el ind-te Setiar via bridge it was six. The mode of

travel was on foot and it took some rapid transit work to get to

school by 9 A.M.
The only geames the boys played were "knucks",
numbers and bull-pen. A slight difference between the diver-
sions then end now. The girls played fox and geese, sometimes

knuckles, but never ball.  School picnics were unknown, but the

last day of school was a r;;imé%ent.OId and young alike came to
spend the day. Exercises, such as readings, dialogues etc. were
begun in the morning and and were interrupted long enough to
hsve dinner between twelve and one, when they were again resumed
to continue until perhaps four o'clock., Sometimes separate
"exercises" would last two hours. it was better than a circus

to us all.

The first school house was built in 1874, one




. half mile due north of the otid Dr. Borden place and one half
mile east of the old Cap. Wright Homestead. The building was

moved to its present site in the early 80's.

The pupils of the first school were;

Ivy, Shelly, Nathan and Helen Borden of the Dr. Borden family,
(1.~ ~i-Renney, Ruffin, Hartwell, Mamie and Nellie Borden of the Joe

Borden family.

The Slesdge home was represented by, Levin, Strudwick and Winnie

Sledge.

Owen and John Holmes were from the Judge Holmes family.

Ida and Buelah McDonald of the McDonald family.

Pete and Guy Healey from the Healey home.

. Jim and Julia Patterson of the Patterson family complete ‘the
list.
In those days there wasn't a tree in the
San Joaquin Valley outside of a few sycamores just under the
old bridge above the rail road between Plainsburg and Kings
River, excepting a lone cottonwood that stood above the high-

way south of Borden. EIt was known fron Los Angeles to Red
k-«——\‘

Bluff as a camp ground a;d lanﬁ mark to travelers. A large
part of the year a person could dig down into the sand at this
point and find water. Being such a widely advertised place,
one had to be careful if they camped there or they would come

away with some friendly(?) little insects whose company they

would rather not have.

/While there were practically no trees

anywhere the plains were green in winter and herds of cattle




' and antelope roamed over them,while thousands of sand hill
cranes and wild geese made them their home. L;ooking across
these spaces one could see miles upon miles, Qﬁgwéue to a
peculiar condition of the atmosphere and the absence of any
obstruction, even a fence, all objects seen at a distance were

exaggerated., /Sand hill cranes were very greatly enlarged;

| e

sheep looked ;i;ost as big as horses. Boats could be seen
on the river fifty five miles away and the men working on the
boats were also visible, The strange part was thst the boats

seemed to be floating on the tree tops.

}
{
§
|
l

At night the road

across Cap Hill thirty five miles away could be seen. |
f

/ These mirages were as intensely interesting as anything we
el i |

. experienced in those interesting times. ,‘You may be skeptical

about such things, but "believe it or not" g%éiiﬁgéétrue of

the San Joaquin Valley in the early days.
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MADERA OLIVE GROWERS ASSOCIATION

MEMBER CALIFORNIA OLIVE GROWERS EXCHANGE
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MEMBER CALIFORNIA OLIVE GROWERS EXCHANGE
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MADERA OLIVE GROWERS ASSOCIATION

MEMBER CALIFORNIA OLIVE GROWERS EXCHANGE
PLANT AT 13TH AND E STREETS

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

GEO. MARCHBANK MADERA. CALIF., 19—
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AND MADER?

Couple Active

i ville, were born.

MRS. J. A. SECARA

Mr. and Mrs. J. A, Secara were
married April 21, 1891 in Modesto,
coming to Madera shortly after-
wards. Secara, in partnership with
his brother-in-law, T. O. Cavin,
engaged in grain farming four
miles north of Madera. It was at
this their first Madera home that
their three children, Delbert of
Chowechilla, Ray V. of Madera, and
Mrs. Nellie Williams of Weaver-

In 1901, the family moved to the
Arcola district, four miles south
of Madera, and about 17 years
later they moved to the city of Ma- |
dera. Mr. Secara changed from
farming grain to operating a dairy
and in later year farmed cotton.

He has taken an active part in;
activities of the farmers of the
county. He is a'prominent member

Drre s a

1n Arcola .Era ;

J. A. SECARA
. —Schnoor Photo

of the Arcola Farm center and
was the first assessor, collector
and treasurer of the Madera Irriga-
tion district, taking office in 1920,
At the present time he is a member
of the district board of directors.
He served as .county auditor for
nine years. -

A member of the Madera Order
of Masons, he is a past master. Mrs.
Secara ‘is a member of the Order
of Easter Star.

sl @oF.r2 1935



2 WEDNESDAY

MRS. JAMES L. DAVIS

" The names of Mr. and Mrs.
{James L. Davis have been promi-
‘nent in the accounts of Madera
county affairs, the couple having
taken quite an active part in the
past as well as at the present
time.

Davis, Arcola orchardist, was
‘born September 14, 1870 at Ply-
mouth, Amador county, to Mr. and
Myrs. J. J. Davis. His father
‘came across the plains in 1850
‘from Indiana. James L. Davis
'came to Madera county when 20
years of age and went into grain
kfarmm later farming quite an
'extensive acreage. He was and
still is a leader in affairs concern-
mg the interest of the farmers.
| Heisa past president of the Ma-
dera Irrigation district, former
president of the Madera County
Chamber of Commerce and a mem-
ber of local school boards. One of
the early members of the Madera
order of Masons, he is a past mas-

“ter and is also a member of the

Native Sons and the Odd Fellows
lodge.

In 1912 James L. Davis and Ger-
trude Keyes were united in mar-
riage in Fresno. To their mar-
riage three children were born,
James Davis, Jr., of Madera, Mrs.
Welden Parker of Hollywood and
Mrs. Mark Boel of Fresno.

Gertrude Keyes Davis was born
in Oregon in 1880. She came to
California the same year, residing
in Sanger until the fall of 1880

Promment Farmmg Farmly

JAMES L. DAVIS
—Schnoor Photo

county, then a part of Fresno. She
was the first president of the Ar-
cola home department, is a past
guardian neighbor of the Wood-
craft circle and a past noble grand

| of the Rebekah lodge. A war

mother, she is a member of the
American Legion Auxiliary.

WM_, Eo. k-f/\/""/"‘-"?—’
@’C,ﬁf /! g) 7 35/

when her family moved to Madera
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Dlstmctlve County Record

MRS. HORACE G. MACON

Prominent in community activi-|

ties of the past were Mr. and Mrs.
Horace G. Macon.

. Macon holds the distinctive rec-
ord of | servmg more thanears
as Madera county tax collector, a
position to which he was first
chosen in 1914.

" A native of Tennessee, Macon
came to Borden with his family in
1884 to join his paternal grand-
father, the late H. S. Patterson, a
famlha;' figure in county hxstory.

HORACE G. MACON
—Schnoor Photo

Following studying at Heald’s
Business college at San Francisco,
Macon returned to Madera and
took up ranching on the old Pat-
terson property where he resided
‘until being appointed tax collector.

Mrs. Macon is a native of Stanis-

laus county, the mother of four

children: Elton Macon, now deputy
tax collector, Lawrence Macon,
Mrs. Lloyd Boeivin of Long Beach,
and Herbert E. Macon who lost his
life while serving his country in.
the World war.

Dreades Lolrt @eF. (2, /7095/ Dbt Foirors LAALESe,




Mercantile Pioneer

Mr. and Mrs A. J. Etter came
to Madera from Tennessee in 1887,
locating a few miles east of what
was then the town of Borden, which

was a trading center egual in. size |

to the thriving lumber community
of Madera. Borden, at that time,
had two,good Chinese general mer-
chandise stores.

The Etters operated a ranch for
two years before deciding to move
to the town of Madera and enter
the merchantile business. The
first store was located on Yosemite
avenue between C and D street.
It was the third store of that type
to be established in the communi-
ty. The first was the store of the
Madera Flume and Trading com-
pany and the second the Rosenthal-
Kutner store.

The Etter residence, 409 North
D street, was built in the early
nineties.

About the turn of the century
the Etters moved to Stockton
where they made their home for
two years. In 1901 they returned
to Madera to agam enter the mer-
cantile business. = This business
continued for some 20 years, the
store then being sold and the Et-

of Madera

MES. A. J. ETTER
—Schnoor Photo

ters retiring from active business.
With the passing of Mr. Etter
in 1932 Madera lost one of its

most loyal citizens. Mrs. Etter is
devoting her attentions to the man-
‘aging of ‘her property holdings.

WW 40«;3‘ /2, /79f
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While it will undoubtedly be dif-
ficult for modern residents of
‘Madera county to picture in their
minds this scene at the Skaggs
bridge point of the San Joaquin
river, many an Old Timer of the
 region thrilled to this sight some
30 years ago—the discharging of
’passengers and freight from San
Franeisco. 4

This marked the only trip of
the Steamer J. R. McDonald to a
point so far up the river and it was
agala occasion for residents of the
valley and, as can be seen in the

grcdera NTalbcare @4 e Cdlilicoe

@(:9‘./& ==

—Courtesy Hurst

i picture, a large crowd greeted the

arrival of the boat.

The trip was made more to
arouse the feasibility of water
transportation in the minds of val-|
ley residents than to establish the;
actual commercial benefit of the
single trip. However, previous fo
this time, in boats of smaller pro-
portions, a considerable amount of
valley grain was shipped by the
water route, several boats going as
far up the river as what is now
known as Friant. This was the
principal mode of transportation
before the coming of the railroad.

X
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Importance of Lumber
~ to Madera County
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OLD BELIEF - WRONG

7
2 -
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:Sho'l‘ter' Flume Distance
. Established Madera
"~ As Mill Center

- Looking into the past, it
will be difficult for many of
‘the former Maderans, who
‘unite with friends of days
 gone by and with more re-
cent arrivals and descend-
‘ents of pioneer residents of
‘the county on Saturday, to
Teahze that the lumber in-
dustry, the industry upon
which the city of Madera
'was founded and  upon
‘Mhach it was dependent un-
Hil & few years ago, is but a
very minor factor in its in-
dustrial life today.

Even its name was derived from
the Spanish word for lumber. So
important was the industry to its
existence that, until a decade ago,

it was forecast that when lumber- j

ing, fast nearing extinction in the
. county, was a thing of the past the
community of Madera would be-

| come little more than a ghost town. ‘

| Little was it realized that agri-
cultural activities were so rapidly
rassuming importance that they |
were to be able to absorb the
shock of the passing of that indus-

try which had given the commun- |
ity its very life. ‘

ot ace dreota Ao tie? <
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COMMON BELIEF WRONG

Contrary to the belief that sel-
fish interests in the then flourish-
ing town of Borden, now existant
only in the memory of early resi-
dents of the county, had caused
the creation of the city of Ma-
dera by lumbering interests, the
governing factor was primarily
economic necessity.

Plans for the lumber flume from
the mountain mills to the nearest
rail point revealed that a higher
and longer flume was necessary to
reach Borden than Madera. Even
the reduced distance was not
enough to keep this flume from be-
coming renowned as the world’s
longest lumber flume — a flume
65 miles in length.

This revelation is made by W. :

B. Thurman, son of \W. H. Thur-
man, one of the first lumbermen
in what is now known to be Ma-
dera county and the first Madera
county sheriff, himself the sec-
ond sheriff of the county and a
former mill, sash and door factory
operator.
PART OF MARIPOSA

In 1850, when California became
a fully-recognized state, what is
now known as Madera county was
but a portion of Mariposa county
one of the 27 which were included
in the state at its origin. In 1856

the territory was ceded in another .
| political division known as Fresno

county.

It wasn’t until 1893 that people
of Madera climaxed their growing
unrest with a May meeting at the
old Athletic hall, now the Mason-
ienbha i a bt isvhichny - a . Sithen
promising young ‘attorney, W. M.
Conley, ‘refuted the charges of
anti-divisionists and predicted that
in some future year Madera would
rival Fresno in civic growth. Need-
less to say, a popular vote of citi-
zens in the section advocated sep-
aration from Fresno county, a
move culminating during the same
year.

It was gold mining and not lum- '
‘| bering which brought the first set-

tlement in the mill regions of what

'}is now known as Madera county.,

(Continued on Page Five)
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| underbrush, led to peace, the dis-

. day stands as a monument and
landmark viewed annually by
many tourists. |
GAINS CONFIDENCE |
Savage possessed the knack of
being able to gain the confidence
of the redskin and this factor,
plus some genuine battling in the

covery of Yosemite valley and the
eventual moving of the Indians to
a reservation.

It wasn’t until about 1869, when
migrants from Alabama came west
to engage in grain farming, that
the plains of Madera county be-
came settled. Owing to unfav-
orable conditions: in the Borden
region only two families were op-
timistic enough to cast their lot
with a future in the Borden sec-
tion. Their optimism was not mis-
plaéed because in time to come
Borden became a thriving com-
munity of some 200 hardy souls
and was the political center of the
county.

The lumber industry first cast
itself on the history of Madera in
1874 when the California Lumber
company selected it as a terminous

to the aforementioned gigantic
flume from Soquel Basin where
plans called for the establishment
of a mill. W. H. Thurman was or-

| ganizer

|
i

and became associated
with the corporation. -

FARM ADVISOR POST I
ESTABLISHED IN _1914,

Held by Garthwaite
Was But Experiment

Office

farm advisor, a post now held
by Ed Garthwaite, was established |
here in 1914. I

In the year of 1914-15 the office
was but an experiment, the
University of California paying the |
salary of the advisor.

STATE’S MEDIAN POINT

The median point of the land |
area .in the state of California has
been determined by scientific au-
thority at nation’s capital to be a!
point in Madera county mnear
O’Neals. |

MADERA COUNTY AREA

Madera county has an area 0
9112 miles, a territory which in
cludes plams, foothills, and higi
mountaing in approximately a1
equal amount.
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The Arcolo 4-H girls of Madera, California, led by Mrs. Mary Clawson beleve

that activity makes for interest, reports Club Secretary Nell Justice. Amn out-

standing event was the tew party given for mothers in the school auditorium,

where elub members displayed their sewing and wore the dresses they had made

to complete project requirements. The mothers also enjoyed the social oppor-

tunities offered by the oceasion. Mrs. Clawson also entertained the 22 members
: ‘at a theater party.during the club season. e

3
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CHOOSING £ E

Tong vong, an alumna of Arcola School, was born in China,

but she came to America  when she was

the Arcola grades and attended Madera Union High School two years.

She won several medals in oratorical contests under the auspices:of
the Women's Christian Temperance Union.

When she had completed the second year of High School, her
parents decided to return to their native China, taking with them

Tong and all her brothers and sisters of stairstep sizes. Tong

2|

and two sisters were taken out of Madera High scheool. They moved
off of the J. L. Davis raneh, where the parents had grown vege-
tables for market for several years.

Tong never was well while in China, so she returned to the
United States as soon as she could do so.

For seversl months she cooked on the grain ranch of ¥Mr. and

fhie}

. e r s %3 - LDV e IR ) o b 5 g & W A v
Mre. R. L., Wills of Le Grand, parents of s=-Roberta Wills, Madere

Economics teacher.

high-school H

There is a custam, it seems, among the Chinese that enly a

£l

certain number of their girls are eligible to marry each year.
The year 1938 was Tong's turn. Fforthwith many suitors,and various,
old and young, called singly in turns to seek her favor.

Tong would ceme into the room where they had presented them-

elves to be looked over. Look them over she would and dismiss gagh

n

with some remark like, "He all mouth." etcetera. When one in par-
ticular stood before her she sized him up for & long time - just
looked - not a word from either to the other; then , "He too old"
and out through the door she flounced into her boudoir, never o

to be

O

0

L

een again by him. That was his cue,--- and leave he didg;__

and how !

The fortunate suitor is related to the Chinese family which




operates the Chinese laundry on

by Mrs ~ “lawson.













ey o

ma




JAMRES Sz DEVIS.

President of Arcola Farm Center for the year 1857-8.

Mr., Davis became sctive in Arcols eivic affairs in 1928,

when he took up 4-H Lgriculture Club work under the direction of
rs. C, W. Clawson. While in Madera Union High School Hr.
Davis ranked high in the work of the Future Farmers of Ameri
e was chosen president of the center by his neighbors as &

mark of appreciation of his splendid character, personality,

and ability as a lesder.



Lrecola teachers and pupils of 1928,

Left to right.

Row 1--  Frederickson-- Mae Davis —- Marvin Whitehouse --Italia
Collodj-- #ora Avakian —-- Irma Winters —- Margaret Van
Vieet - Daisy Larson - Doris Frederickson - Barbara Van
Vlieet - Nancy Sciacqua - Edith Blossom = Dorothy Davis -
Loaura Scott -~ Gordon Leyh - Unknown - David Tesel - Cherled
Knipp - Nello Sec '

Row 2% - Miss Bdamse Ladd, primary teacher - Mrs. Mary Clawson, prin-
cipal - Mrs. Eudora Rodgers, intermediate teacher - Blossom
— Lawrence Tesei - Jnknown - Tong Gong - Ellen Itanaza - Un-
known - Dorothy Brown - Charles ilontanari - Avakian -
Narihiko Yamanake - Robert 3cott - Tony Ragnetti

In front of Margaret Van Vleet
Calhoun - Unknown - Dorothy Knipp - Virgihia
Barbars BEdgerly - Hunt - Ida Montanari - Ernes
lakela Yemanaka - Lars Larson.

Row

1

k4.8

Rium - Gei Gong - Charles Knipp - 51 Gong - 1
-~ Harold Manasazlian - Chester bunt - Fernald Ragnetti -

Row 5 - Martha Michaelson - Calhoun - Gone - Jéane Gordon -
Unknown - Unknown - Unknown - Gong - Unknown - Unknown -
Unknown - Unknown - Unknown- Unknown - Unknown - Hlsie Krunm

Row 6 - Winters - Avakian - Unknown - Unknown - Charles
Gordon - Richard Itanaga - Mapnaselisn - Norosi Yamanakas -
Lawrence [eseil

~ Jeaf Edserly £ Ardis Ceoldodi ~ Collodi - Allece Avakizgh

as Larson

< amat
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