
Madera Co-operative Cattle-Handling
(Written for Pacific Rural Press.)

Eight or ten ranchers of the Zebra
district in the Sierra foothills of Ma-
dera county have a co-operative graz-
ing association formed for the pur-
pose of reducing costs of handling
cattle in the Jackass range of the Na-
tional forests. The range is some
fifty miles into the high mountains
from the Zebra district. Formerly
each Was supposed to keep his cattle
on that area. As there are no line
fences, the cattle of course strayed;
and in the fall, each owner would
have to send two or three men and
about eight horses to scour the entire
range before snows came. In that
altitude and with all the steep climb-
ing, it was a job to take all of the
pep out of men and beasts. This sea-
son, the entire Jackass range is as-
signed to the Association on the basis
of the total number of cattle to be
grazed by the members —some 1100 or
1200 head, as estimated by I. H. Ward,
one of the members. They employed
two men at $125.00 per month to stay
on the range, watch the cattle, salt
them, and keep track of them. Next
fall, when they are to be taken out
these men (or one of them) willknow
where the cattle are; and It will be
necessary for each owner to send
only enough men and horses to drive
them home, eliminating the weeks for-
merly spent searching all corners of
the range.

The owners of the cattle are sup-
posed to stay home and raise feed for
them to use in winter, as suggested
by Henry Krohn of Coarse Gold,
president of the Madera county
unit of the California Cattlemen's
Association. Moreover, according to
Mr. Krohn, the latter association
is largely responsible for the Gov-
ernment's policy of refusing a per-
mit to graze in National forests to
anyone who doesn't make a practice
of providing winter feed and taking
good care of stock. The shiftless
cattleman is a detriment to the indus-
try, and it is almost a crime to waste
the good Government grazing on
cattle that are afterward to get thin
or starve on insufficient winter feed.

The practice of members of the co-
operative grazing association, as out-
lined by Mr. Ward, is to brand and
vaccinate the calves a couple of
weeks before they are to arrive at the
range, June 15th, the earliest date on
which they are allowed there. It
takes three or four days on the road.
On arrival, they are turned over to
the range rider, who also has about
100 head in the association. He keeps
track of them, salts them and about
mid-September begins to locate them
definitely, for they must all be out by
October 1. Mr. Ward generally fig-

ures on starting his own cattle out
about September 15, and they fre-
quently encounter a storm. Each
owner is notified in regard to weather
late in the season.

About one bull is sent up per 25
cows and the bulls are of much higher
class than they used to be. Quite a
number of ranchers bought purebred
bulls last spring. Under the State
law passed by the 1919 Legislature,
all bulls on open ranges must be
"purebred" within three years. Both
Mr. Krohn and Mr. Ward say that in
spite of a few kickers, the use of
purebred bulls is becoming quite gen-
erally recognized as a means of get-
ting more beef from available feed.
Mr. Ward has several cows about
three-quarters purebred Hereford
which have wintered in better shape
than his less well-bred stock. The
purebred bulls now on the range are
both Shorthorn and Hereford. Cows
of the latter breed are preferred by
M. Ward because they give enough
milk for calves but not so much as to
cause bag troubles. He has noted that
a uniform lot of "white-faces" bring a
better price than common cattle; but
the same would be true of any uni-
form lot of wellbred stock.

Mr. Krohn tells of the County Cat-
tlemen's Association's request that
the Government should not permit
any bulls on the range until they
should be O. X.'d by the Associa-
tion bull committee, both as to qual-
ity and number. The Government an-
swered that it would stand by such a
proposition. This has helped the sen-
timent in favor of purebred bulls; and
a number of cattlemen who sold out,
intending to quit the business, are
planning to get back in with better
stock and fewer head. One man is
planning to raise purebred bulls in
this vicinity for sale to his neighbors.
Such a practice should do away with
the objection that purebred stock is
not hardy on the range, for these
would be raised there. When cattle
are to be taken off the range, about
two men each with a saddle horse and
a pack horse go after each herd- Mr.
Ward's son brought 100 head out
along with a dog during the war-
scarcity of help; but it kept him
hustling. The mature steers and the
cows which are fat but unbred or un-
desirable for breeding are marketed
at once. Last fall, Mr.Ward sold about
30 steers out of some 50 cows and had
about a score of mature heifers which
will be reserved to add to the breed-
Ing herd.

The unmarketed stock must be fed
over winter. If early rains come as
they did in the fall of 1918, they start
grass to growing amongst the old dry
feed, which is reserved on the

ranches for late fall and winter. But
last winter and the winter of 1917-18
required considerable feeding of hay

and grain. Most of the cattlemen are
also ranchers, and they raise a little
grain for feed besides a considerable
amount of grain hay. Mr. Ward last
year had some barley and about 20
tons of hay and 40 tons of wheat straw
for his approximately 100 head in ad-
dition to the ranch pastures. This
year he planted about 75 acres of

"corn" broadcast, intending to cut it
for hay about the time it was begin-
ning to head; but it made-nothing on
account of the dry winter. Ifno rains
come before cold weather, he willhave
to buy feed for his stock to eat next
winter until along in March. He will
not be lonesome, for Mr. Krohn esti-
mates that not over 25 per cent of the
cattlemen in the county raise their
own feed. It is also estimated that
not more than 30 per cent of the
cattle in the country are sent to the
mountains for the summer. Gener-
ally those that are not, are fed in
winter and marketed in the spring
without holding them on dry grass
feed.

Only the Jackass range is being
grazed co-operatively this season, try-
ing out an experiment which has also
been tried in some other counties. It
seems to be proving highly satisfac-
tory.
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State Colleges, and Public
Institutions Seek Troth

The Virginia State College and
Polytechnic Institute has devel-
oped, from its Hoistein herd, seven
of the ; highest , record cows in the
state, including Dione De Kol,
holder of the state record for 7-
and 30-days' milk and fat produc-
tion. They also developed V.. P. I.
Viney\ Veeman, holder of the state
record for ' senior two-year-olds.
The leading state colleges and pub-
lic institutions, by all tests, have
found the Holsteins to be the best
and most profitable of all dairy
breeds. {• :.C-M*J-> X>-^:-R-£ \u25a0\u25a0. -<\i

You should know the facts your-
self. Send jfor our booklets.

THE HOLSTEIN-FBIKSIAN ASSOCIATION
830 Hudson Street ,

Brattleboro, Vermont '

It's a New De Daval

Many new De Lavals willbe delivered to far-
mers this summer, and they will soon pay for
themselves.

In fact, De Laval Separators pay for themselves
many times over; and as the number of cows in-

creases, it pays to buy new, up-to-date De Lavals
k- of larger capacity.

The local De Laval agent willgladly take a new

' separator out to your place, set it up, and let it
prove by its performance that it skims clean and
is easy to turn and easy to clean, even under un-

favorable conditions.

A new De Laval will pay for itself in a few
months becaufe of the cream it saves—and be-
sides it saves labor and time.

If a demonstration is wanted, call
the local De Laval agent. If you do
not know him, write nearest office

DE LAVALDAIRY SUPPLY CO.
THE LARGEST DAISY SUPPLY HOUSE ON THE PACIFIC COAST
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61 BEALE STREET " SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

y^y
A. W. MORRIS & SONS CORP. N&

<$/ TILLYALCARTA X^
' HAS BEEN BRED TO

SIR PIETERTJE ORMSBY MERCEDESI43d
As(o;.. HAS BEEN BRED TO

MISS VALLEY MEAD DE KOL^WALKER

TOYON FARM ASSOCIATION
Hills Building, San Francisco

BRENTWOOD Under Federal Supervision LOS ALTOS

CLARK,HUNTER&CLARK
' J Livestock Auctioneers

•15 I STREET, MODESTO, CALIF.
Registered Hog Sales a Specialty


