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~ has been the belief of most cattle-

_mot be used this year.
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A Visit To San

vt T

Joaqum - - -

Ex eriment Station Shows

A visit to

the San Joaquin
Range Experiment Station at the
former Lisenby ranch showed

what is being done there to de-
termine the I»best practices in hill
range feeding, both as to grasscs
and numbey of head of stock that
a glven acreage could carry most
profitably.

Charts have been \\orked out,
showing the division of the 3,500
acre range Into 12 pastures. Six
of these pastures are to be stocked
witp different intensities this year;
that- is, so many cattle stocked
«n 80 many acres. Another chart
shows the predominant
grasses grown on the range and
their abundance on cach pasture.
Five species of native clover, two
of which are abundant, were
found growing on the ranch. It

five

men that this iz not much of a
clover country, but it was noticed
that cattle much preferred to eat
the clover than other wild grasses
and the fact that so many varitles
of clover grow here, makes the
field of research very promising.

This . range produced 16106
pounds of dry material per acre
this year., Tar weed, though add-
ing much coloy to the fields In
the fall with its showy yellow
blossoms and heady perfume, I=s
not range feed and efforts  to
stamp it out v‘ﬁl‘l be made.

One of the pastures, No. 7, will
It is to be
1eft idle and the results of nature
watched ang recorded.

T‘here !l pfenty of water on
this ra.nge. thirty-five eprings
having been located. One gpring
runs 1000 gallons a day. Water
is piped and the springs walled up
witih a 6x4 cement top to hold
in the water and to keep out ro-
dents,
~ Thirty different grasses grow
on the range. - A chart on which
are mounted 21 speciles of grass
should be instructive to cattle-
men. All of these grasses are
found on the ranch but of these
21 specles only five or slx are
native. 'Wild oats 1034 feet high
grew on the ranch this year.

J. W. Nelson, Superintendent, in
commenting on the place, raid

every effort is helng made ‘to.make ;

the experiment station a plant
which will be of great value to
the cattle industry, and a credit
to the county and state, The
station is to be here for a long,
long time to come and its demon-
strations cannot be worked out {n
a few years. Cattlemen are well
pleased with the results, he said,
and are working In close hariaony
with federal government and uni-
versily agencies.

Out of a total of 90 men work-
ing on this range, 76 are from Ma-
dera. A CCC camp of 35 men is

What s Being Accomplished

accomodations will be made short-
ly to employ a large number of
men. -

Mr. Nelson stated there would
be an average of five men from
universities and govemmen_t agen-
cice making checks on the various
phases of the work being done
at thp sration.

Thuse who enjoy getting out of
doors these sutumn days, should
by all means visit the new govern-
ment raage experiment station on
the Lisexby ranch. Going by way
of Dales Station, the road is olled
to tae Kingsland quarries From
there on the road has many turns
and is a little rough in places but
on tiue whole in very good condi-
tion.

The scenery s pretty in its early
fall ¢cress ang with a basket of
lunch the day can be spent very
enjoyably. It takes about an hour
c¢ach way for the trip. For some
distance before you see any sign
of the farm buildings, you notice
a ver'y substantial heavy
postis with hog tight wire and three
rows of barbeq wire, with United
3tates government signs posted
here and there.

The buildings are situated in a
£mall valley, and one first comes
upon &4 large warehouse in the
process of erection. Adobe bricks
lay In.the sun to ry on th¢ siie

fence,

choseh""for the superintendent’s|
residence.’i . The * administration
quarters, a:""!arge adobe building,

arected i
ec on a}mnll -"\}2 ‘{u yery
impoalng, and w’hen Wi

flower beds and f”
been completed, It !
a show place ot !&ﬂew __,Q‘tmty
The outside of the’, buiMing has
been whitewashed. The right wing
is given over to a laboratory and
bunk quarters consisting of twa
bedrooms, shower Jaundry room,
lInvatory ang store room. Ea\:jl'.'
bed room accdmmodates from two
to three 'men. single beds being
used. Two clothes closets, large
windows and doors with Inside
screens give plenty of space, light
and alr., The casement windows
open to the outside and have at-

tractive floor length drapes, which
also serve as a window shade when

(Continued on page six)

now stationed there. The camp
started with 60 men but it was
soon proven that this number

could not he taken care of proper
ly. However, it I8 hopea thst

A th to San Joaquin

Experiment Station

(Continued fronr MPaze 1)

drawn together. The laundry room
in equipped with wsahing trays,
hot water heater and cupboards.

Guing out on the patio, one gets
a charming view Lo the east. In

§ | the center are four olive trees
4 soon to be surrounded by lawn
angd flower beds.,
The left winsy of the buildinz
contalns a dining room, kitchen,
laundry room, two bed rooms,

hoth and an assembly room, 20x27
feet. As In the bunk quarters,
one agalp finds the two slngle
keds in each heg room.

The lounge has a very attractive
fire place, as does also one of the
be..momé. built on a much small.
er scale, and is most charrﬁing in
its Informality, beameg ceiling,
large windows, beautifully drabed,'
chesterfields and many oeccasional
chairs, library, floor lamps, no-
thing is lacking in its hominess,
This room s open to all the men.
The center

wing houses the
three malin offices, Here the
, sclentists, men from univérsities’
i“—“d fleld superintendents, will

Iwwork over maps, tests, draw charts

. ete. .

!

. In keeping with the Spanish de-
sizgn, all rooms have but one en-

i trance—the door

leading out ont.
the patio and hallways. The housp
‘throughout, is equipped with elec-
trieity and flamo gas. Every con-
venience known ta the 0"}" dwell-
er 'can be found In this house.
sd ‘e of the bed rooms have fur-
nfture 'made by the SF‘I‘.A work-
ersion Guvem,ment Isl-md Thesa,

£3+

men usually'carpenters . of bthe
thlrd}or fourth class, out of work’
for mo‘hthh ‘were given empluv'

ﬂénitﬂ;ﬂ’me SERA and Ka

a\re tur n-
me clevgr.‘ wml‘ The
:;nltuw I8 built on plain lines,
ls of pleasing appearance and the
cost of each article is far below
the average price pald by the
government for furniture,.

A flagstone walk of red sand-
stone, purchased from the Clay
Daulton ranch, set iIn concrete,
Is very attractive.

Many small buildings are being
bullt, "all whitewashed or palnteﬁ
white, adding much_ to the appear-
ance of the, place. A hot house
has a]readyebﬁen erecteq ang blotq
of varlous seed planted uo the re-
sults of its growth can be watched.
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SEEKING BEST GRASSES FOR RANGE CATTLE
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W e to guess about the
heat, rain, frost, ete., h
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ave on their
constructed adobe headquarters
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perimental Range near O’'Neals has been completed California cattlemen no longer
e nutritional properties of ‘the various grasses on their land and they will know with certainty just what effect
feed. The pictures, taken at the Experimental Range by Lew Hegg, The Bee staff photographer, show: Rear
, including the ‘patio; J. "W, Nelson, the superintendent of the Experimental Range, showing the
found on California foothill ranges; home recently built for the superintendent; Civilian Conservation Corps men build-

ard Klugh, one of the federal mwwmim displaying a ‘ten-foot stalk of wild oats found on the range.

al experts at the San Joaquin Ex
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Ranch MNear 0’Neals Selected
Government Exper-

imental Project=
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‘ By M. J. K. v
Very often the methods and per-
formances of scientists are a pro-

found puzzle to people in general
and with-a doubt that-.is the case
with. the United _Btates 02«3_&-

Merced Corn-H 0g
Contracts Sent
To Washington

MERCED (Merced Co.), July 13.
—A total of 136 contracts from
Merced County under the 1935 corn-
hog adjustment program have been
sent to Washington for final ap-
proval.

Assistant Farm "Advisor I. I.
Bennion says the contracts repre-
sent more than 10,000 hogs raised
in the county under the govern-
ment program. Growers will re-
ceive benefit payments of $15 a
head on 10 per cent of their base
rate on contracts approved.

lished by scientific observation and
study that it is round.” i
The study of the ‘effect” of ra

m




formances ot scienlists are a pro-| ; ; ‘
‘found puzzle to people in general|lished by scientific od\.m.—ém.:ov and
land with a doubt that+is the case|study ‘that it is roun ; 5
~with: -the. United States Govern The study of the ‘effect of rain
ment” scientists who  have -estab-|on: Em»cnm range fe m.;w.oi.mtmﬂ_
Jished thiemselves San . Joa- Y. one of a 1 Ly Tia :
it L STUaS L ae e ToothiteduTing: the ' hex
’ e . several years. Dry seasons will be
“*“What,” says one grizzled eattle-|{compared with wet seasons, .green
iman, “can these white collared folks|feed. with mature feed, one type of
-tell us about feed.. I've been in this|grass with another until more than
business all my life and my father|twenly varieties have ‘been scicn
before me, and.I can tell these gov-|tifically tabulated as to their nmutfi=
“ernment people in half ‘an hour[tional properties, The development|
;Wwhat it will take them. many years/of each animal” will = be closely|s
‘o find out for themselves” -~ - |watched and recorded from the time|i’
3 - Nelson Is Philosophical - - |it is &’ suckling calf until it u.m
J. W. Nelson, the superintendent|{ready for the slaughter- house o
at the Experimental Range, a' vet-|the finishing pens.” The quantities
eran of.thirty years in the grazing|of milk supplied by the cows u
-division of the United States Forest|der circumstances of frost, sparse
iService, smiles at this rhetorical|grass, heat and rain will be
;question but merely answers, “We|checked. In fact, it is planned to
cencounter that attitude quite a bit.”|obtain an answer to the hwndred
- _Nelson, incidentally, was a horse|/and one questions regarding range
wrangler for Buffalo Bill before he|feed that have been perplexing fe
Joined- the forest service early in|eral grazing officials - since - the
“the century. forestry service first was given an
.. The Experimental Range, located|interest in the welfare of the-cat
three miles southwest of O'Neals on|tlemen of the West.
the old Lisenby place, consists of Village Being Built,
3,500 acres. It is being fenced off| The old Lisenby ranch, which un
into twelve different pastures onltil a year ago contained only th
which the cattle will be grazed at|old homestead and some barns, i
‘stated intervals, At present there|rapidly taking on the appearance
are seventy head of 2-year-old Here-|of a spruce little village nestled in
fords on the range and this number|the foothills, An attractive adobe
will be increased by purchase and|structure, with all the medern
natural production.- - ~* - ..lconveniences, including electricity
Reason For Selection " |{running water, ete., 'will serve as
The ranch in the Madera foothills|headquarters and will Provide livin
lected for study by the United|accommodations for several of th

States Government, Nelson explains,|group of federal experts attached
~.because it is representative-of 8,000~} tozthe-project. - Here:also-is-housed

000 acres of the same type of graz-|the Jaboratory where trained men
ing land located chicfly in the Sac-lalready ~are -engaged .- carefully
ramento ‘and San Jeaquin Valley| weighing the various grasses found
foothills. . o g YR on the 3,500-acre ranch. Compari-
There are more than twenty fami-|sons" will be made between this
Hes of feed grasses in this vast area,|year's weighings and the weighings
according to Nelson, some of them/|of mcwmmmcmn» years to determine
excellent, some just fair and some|the effect of more or less Fall, Win:
possibly ‘more harmful than bene-|ter and Spring raln on the guality
ficial. One of the objects of the ex of the feed. ‘Among’tha-specimer
perimental .range .is-to determine! of Wild grass brought in from (he
through “an - extended “period _of|1ange by the federal men is a stalk
geientific catudy “juit ‘svha+ 'th f wild oats that measured ten feet
¢t vuriors i {ifrom rood to head.’
ndoubtedly,” s Nelson, Several Buildings Erected
_ wifficult for some cattlemen to| A neatsuperintendent's home for
see the serise of spending a lot of | Nelson is in process of completion.
money, time and energy on studies|Another smaller office has been
of this nature. They think they|completed, as have also a barn for
know all there is to be known about|the cow ponies, a reservoir, a large
range feed. e water tank, a few smaller residences
Cites One Instan and a hot house, where various
“For instance, San Joaquin Val-{range grasses will be propagated for
v resident not only cattlemen servation, 7
but also persons engaged in other| . The entire project is being under-
lines of endeavor, are the opin-|taken .in Uncle Sam’s methodical
ion a heavy rain in June' or way. <It is a safe - bet” that the
would absolutely destroy : ranchers of the San Joaquin will
feed. That, however, §s.. 3 not receive any half-baked conclu-
Jcommonly’ accepted belief. ; éns in the course of a few months,
‘here to determine just what effect{or even years, but it is just as safe
Summer rain has on foothill range|a bet that the conclusions, when!
feed. Our findings ma corroboratejultimately. published, 'will be of in-|
the, common belief and it may not.|calculable benefit to the cattlemen

Remember there once wis a com-|of California. A

Mon belief that the earth was flat.| The project will be carried on by
ma_ﬂ”@asmm:o:mm that belief and eot{the United States Government with |
burned at the stake for their temer-|the co-operation of the animal hus-|
fty. it turned .out.event-|bandry.departments at the Univer- |
‘®ally that the earth was not round sity of California and the university
#ad it has been pretty well estab- branch at Davis, ‘
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J‘the California Forest and Range

| feothill range management and in-

| quently, their management is close-
ly
i large areas of valley and mountain

=

‘laccount for approximately 97 per-

- This tract of 3,600 acres in Ma-
dera County is being developed by

Experiment Station as a field labor-
atory in which to study, in cooper-
ation with the University of Cal-
ifornia, the puzzling problems of

terlocked land uses. The expell-
mental range, a sample of the gran-
ite-soil region. is located in the
vak-grass type, at elevations rang-
ing from 800 to 1,500 feet.

Foothill ranges in central Cal-
ifornia, totaling 10,000,000 acres
and more, are of vital importance
io the Ilivestock industry, as
sources of fall, winter and spring
feed. ;

Lying betweeen the -cultivated
valley floor and the mountains,
these foothills have many import-
ant interrelated values. Conse-
tied in with the handling of
lands. In 'addition to the cattle
and sheep industry of the State,
many llnea of  business. “Bupprrted
in vary‘lng dégree “ by stockmen,
are’ vitall? ‘coricernéd” in munage-
ment’ th:%t ‘Wiﬂ if pdssible, improve
‘existing"Yang & conditions and al-
8. utiliag most efficiently the for-
agé “erop w*hich fluctuatss grea‘ly
fiom "5‘5}1 ‘year,

Grea hdnges have occulred in
central’ California sinee  frontier
days. Intensive agriculture hag ex-
panded in the valleys, Mcthods of
handling livestock have changzed,
{The striking <changes in Korage
are evident. Especially surpris-
ing is the extent to waich native

vegetation has been replaced by
foreign plants.
Over vast foothill areas these

immigrants total betwecu 50 and
60 percent of all the range fred.
Examination reveals that annuals

cent of the herbaceous forage.
Bunch grasses and other perennials
totaling only about three percent.

These annuals quickly dry at thei

close of the rainy season thus af-
fording only a short green-fesl
period, During the subsequent per-
icd of approximately six months,
as shown by the University of
California, this forage ig deficient
in protein, phosphorus, and vita-
min A. These and possibly other
deficiencies affect growth, repro-
duction, and the fattening of cat-
tle.

Successful livestock production
in this area. either on a yearling
or in connection avith other ranges
s dependen! upon management
of these foothill ranges to secure
maximum production and quality
of forage. Close proximity of these
ranges to large population centers,
as well as changing economic con-
ditions have intensified the need
for information on numerous prac-
tical questions.

Several groups of studies are
now under way, such as;

Grazing Capacity and Seaaon

of Use

The initial work has a’ two <fold
purpose: first, to observe . ’the el-
fect—on: the range and’ “on the
animals—of light, mudera.f.e, and
heavy grazing at dlfferen‘f’times

of year; and second., to' evelop
improved methods o eYP."I atln;,
renge condition and ¢ gl 2 An

expérimental herd of 70 Herg ord

cows with their calves f\as een
divided among three pairs of pas-

tures, each pair to be grazed to
a different degree. The cattle’ in
cach pasture are kept under.close
ohservation and records are main-
tained (1) of weights by individ-
ual animals, repeated at frequent
intervals, and (2) of animal im-
provement and condition as indi-
cated by various animal-husbaad-
ry tests,

The study is now under way in
the grazing-capacity pastures, A
range .survey- or forage inventory
has already been eompleted which
shows just what range plants are
now on the area, as well as infor-
mation on their average yield, rvel-
ative abundance, and their distri-
bution in the various pastures. The

detajled forage observations, meas-
urements, and weights are obtaia-
ed from periodic examinations of
Hundreds of small samp§: jlots
scattered throughout the experi-
mental pastures, and including
sojne plots protected from live-
stock grazing and others from
which both livestock and rodents
i..l.la excluded. This picture of the
present forage will provide a basis
for future comparisons and for de-
tection GidY  measurement af anv

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING EXPERIMENTAL STATION

where studies of precipitation and
run-off are in progress. .
Wild Life Studies

The initial work to be undertak-
en under thig subject will be in
connection with Valley Quail.

This study will be conducted by
the University of California, work-
ing in cooperation with the Biol-
ogical Survey, to determine cover
and food requirements, rate of in-
crease, and effect of preditorsiietc.
So far the work has only progrdss-
ed to taking of a census of bfoo.j
stock., ~

X m},




handling livestock have ch

The striking wchanges iIn

are evident. Especially surpr
ing Is the extent to waich nativ
vegetation has been replaced by
foreign plants,

Over vast foothill areas these
immigrants total between 50 u:.d
60 percent of all thg range fred.
Examination reveals that annuuls
account for approximately 97 per-
cent of the herbaceous forage,

Bunch grasses and other perennials
totaling only about three percent.
These annuals quickly dry at the

b size and one twice as

| fall run-off and soil ul'imlon

1L degree. ''he catltleg” in

each pasture are kept und close
observation and records are main-
tained (1) of weights by individ-
ual animals, repeated at frequent
intervals, and (2) of animal im-
Provement and condition as indi-
cated by various animal-husband -
ry tests.

The study is now under way in
the grazing-capacity pa.‘stures_._ A
rapge survey or forage inventory
has already been ecompleted which
shows just what range plants are
now on the area, as well as infor-
mation on their average yield, rel-
ative abundance, and their dist
Dution in the various pastures. 1'he
detailed forage observations, nie
urements, and weights are obtaja-
ed from per ¢ examinations of
Hundreds of small sampls ylots
scattered throughout the expe
mental pastures, and including
some plots protected from live-
stock grazing and others from
which both livestock and rodents
are excluded. This picture of i
present forage will provide a bz 8
for future comparisons and for de-
tection and measurement of any
vegetation changes that may occur,
Rodent Enclosures
plots, three 1-4-acre in
rge, have
been enclosed with fine-mesh
fencing extending both above and |
below the ground surface, in which

Four

| to confine ground squirrels, pocket

gophers, and kangaroo rats—o:
species in a pen. The object of
these plots is to determine, in co-
operation with the Biological Sur-
vey, the kind and gquantity of for-
age that these species of rodents
consume—in other ‘words, their
effect on the range,

Surrounding the group of four
enclosures, a strip 12 feet in width
is fenced against livestock but open
to rodents. Marked plots on which
the vegetation is measured annualy
are located in each of these five
areas, and also on the outside
range which is grazed by both ro-
dents and livestock.

Forage Plant Nursery

In the forage plant ~ nursery,
scme 50 species are being tested
for survival under foothill condi-
tions. These species include both
native bunchgrasses and plants
from the Great Plains, ‘the South-

| west, and from foreign lands. 3

next seeding will include g more
complete assortment of potentially
useful species. The next step wil
be the sorting out of the fow mos
promising kinds for aotunl tas
Ing 10 the expvertmintal pasture
Fihes abba’ W Shts e pund  tw & - v
plorg \he feamsdbilisy of attempting |
lo medily the pressut fornge cover
through artficial meanres,

Run-oft And Eroslon plots

A group of nine rectungulay
plots 1-40-acre in siza hiun boen jn-
stalled to aid in the stinly of puin-
when
such land is grazed to viplguy In-
tensities. The run-off [y, ench
plot is measured by citohing the
water in a conerete troug), y the
base of “the plot and Piinndng 1
through a settling tanlk nnid n
specially designed tipping 1), Lot
which catches 1-10 cubiiv foo1 o
water, then dumps it ) e
another bucket into posiijay,, Tha
tipping buckets fill and CINMY as
long as the run-off contijuy, With
each tipping an electricy| conliet
is made and automaticul|y rocnrd -
ed. An intensity rain EUlpn Iy ol
s0 connected with the PeOEdor, A
continuous record is thus ol
for the “total rainfall, (},," period |
during which it fell, anil the totn]

| amount of resulting run-,

The plots will be Teft vijaqy -,.
e. until inherent diffciwijemey |-
tween-the nine areas cg

ained.” Thereafter, thuy
subjected to warious
Data from these plots wi|j Ellpple
ment the findings froy, slimllnr
apparatus Installed at Nujqp, Work
and in other places in (), Stuto

W s
ontmenty,
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SAN JOAQUIN RANGE EXPERIMENT STATION AT
MADERA NOW OPEN FOR INSPECTION

The formal opening of the San
Joaguin Experimental Range of the
[Inited States Forest Ixperimental
Station, Berkeley, at the Range, near
Madera, Calif., on May 2, marks a
new milestone in the development of
the livestock industry of the West.
There the experimental work of the
laboratory will be put into actual
practice. It marks the culmination of
efforts commenced years ago by the
late great Professor Gordon H. True.
Progressive cattlemen are behind the
project. Harvey Russell, who was
chairman of the day, was most en-
thusiastic, The University of Califor-
nia is cooperating with the U. S.
Forest Experiment Station and the
U. S. Forest Service, also the U. S.
Biological Survey. With Jesse Nel-
son, formerly in charge of Grazing,
California district U, S. Forest Ser-
vice, as superintendent, the range
work will be ably handled by a prae-
| tical livestockan.

Harvey Russell Enthusiastic

The range on which the experi-
mental work in the development of
range grasses and better beef stock
is to be conducted is the poorest
around here, said Harvey Russell.
Different forage plants from all over
the world will be tried out. If we can
find one forage plant which makes
good the money spent will be well
invested.

A Day Dream Come True
Declares Director

This is a very happy day of my
life, said Director Kotok of the For-
est Experiment Station at Berkeley.
It is a day dream come true. This

8 experimental range is the result of
| efforts of the Madera Chamber of
| Commerce, the local cattlemen’s
group and the Farm Bureau. We
want all of you ecattlemen and live-
stockmen to feel that this project is
yours,

Range Management, a Business

In Itselr

Dr. Stanley B. Ireeborn, repre-
sented Dean Hutchison, College of
Agriculture, Berkeley, He mentioned
that cattle were first introduced in
California in 1769 and that during
the Mission days 9,000,000 cattle
hides were exported from Califor-

| nia, We have lately found out, Dr.
| I'reeborn stated, that range man-
agement is a business in itself, it is
not botany, agronomy or forestry.
The utilization of the range is the
oldest form of agriculture but the
least one studied. It will be given
consideration at this San Joaquin
Experimental Range. There is not
over-production in the United States
of any agricultural enterprise. It is
a sad commentary that we have to
limit productign he declared, in or-
der that the man on the land can
make a living and at the same time
find people who are undernourished,
Will Eudeavor To Bring Back
Range Grasses

Mr, M. W. Talbot, in charge of
the Range Station asked the ques-
tion when he spoke “What did Ma-
dern Co. ranges look like before the
White man eame.” Detween 50 and
G0 per cent of the grasses which
oW cover these hills came in the
last 90 years, he said. Only 3 per
cont the present vegetation is
tidde up of perennial plants. They
were ot one time mueh more abun-
dant. The San Joaquin Experiment
Range is established as a field lab-
oratory,

ol

All Stockmen Shot!!g 7§ce It

A Practical Laboratory

The Animal IHusbandry Division,
College of Agriculture, has accepted
the invitation of the IFederal groups
s0 we can experiment with cattle to
a greater degree than we ecan do
in the laboratory, mentioned Dr. Geo.
H. Hart, Head of the Animal Hus-
bandry Division, University of Cali-
fornia.

Chemical Analysis of Grasses

Professor A. W. Sampson, de-
seribed the importance of chemical
studies of the various forage plants.

Facts Needed

The stockmen have been in this
country a long time and so has the
IForest Service. What both have to
know are the facts. This experi-
mental range dealing with forage
and cattle will produee those defin-
ite facts which have been lacking,
pointed out S. B. Show, Regional
Forester, U, S. Forest Service. The
range livestock business is a defin-
ite basis of use in the San Joaquin
Valley, we, therefore, expect it will
always be an integral part of na-
tional forest management.

A Place Where Practical Men and
Research Workers Can Be Brought
Together
This San Joaquin Experimental
Range is more than a ranch, said
Chris Rachford, Associated Forester
of the United States, more than an
experiment, more than a piece of
land. It is a proving ground. It
represents a demonstrational area
where results of research can be ap-
plied, where practical men and re-
search workers can be brought to-
gether. We are especially interested
to see that stockmen and the Uni-
versity are directly connected with it.
Range Should Not Be Used To Prove
But To Get Facts
Dr. Walter Mulford, Head, For-
estry Division, College of Agricul-
ture pointedly brought out that the
keynote of the meeting was coopera-
tion; that the experimental range
should not be used to prove a point

but to get the facts.
Stockmen Interested .

Others who spoke included Phil
Klipstein, former president, Califor-
nia Cattlemen’s Association, John
Curry of the same organization, S,
P. Arbios, president, California Wool
Growers Association and the secre- -
tary of the sheepmen’s association.

Biological Survey Cooperates

Mr. Horne of the Biological Sur-
vey in the afternoon deseribed plans
of experiments in reference to ro-
dent and predatory animal control;
Professor Guilbert of the College of
Agriculture, told of experimental
work being undertaken with the beef
cattle while Louis Rochford gave a
beef grading demonstration.

A Trip Worth While

All interested in the livestock busi-
ness will find a trip to look over the
San Joaquin Range Experiment Sta-
tien, 26 miles east of Madera well
worth going to see. It couldn't be
otherwise with our good friend
Jesse Nelson on the job. It will give
you an opportunity to meet Mrs,
Nelson and that indeed is a privilege.

Those interested in seeing up-to-
date, convenient ranch buildings and
ranch equipment will find it a day
well spent.

Report lamb and wool sales.
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Highlight of the annual convention
of the California Newspaper Pubhsh‘-{
ers Association, held last week-end at |
Fresno, was the address of James G.
Stahlman of The Banner of Nashville,
Tennessee, president of the American
Editorial Association, on “A Free
Press in a Democracy.” The talk re-
ceived a half-hour nation-wide broad-
cast.

Into the much discussed freedom of |
the press topic Stahlman thrust a
new point—that the history of the
English nation shows it was not|
under bad rulers but under the good
that wvaluable privileges were lost.
It was from King John that the Mag- |
na Charta was wrested and it was|
after Charles II that the Bill of|
Rights was secured. It was when the|
country was satisfied with its ruler
and granted new concessions to pop-
ularity by failure to protest that
powers were accumulated by the
crown and passed on to successors.

=l

Most interesting was the Sunday ||
excursion promoted by host publish-
ers and the Fresno Chamber of Com-
merce to Friant damsite and the U.
S. Department of Agriculture’s Ex-
perimental Station in Madera county.

The huge Friant dam, that will
hold the water of the San Joaquin |
river, will take five years to build
and be part of the Central Valleys
Water project, for which the voters
have granted $170,000,000. Already|
in place is the last word in ready- |
made construction camps. Six-room |
cottoges and three-room duplex cot-}
tages await the families of execu-
tives, all shining bright, and sur-|
rounded by new-laid lawns and shrub-
bery.. The site is about 20 miles east|
of Ffesno in the rolling foothills.

_0—

The Experimental Station is some-
thing new under the sun. It is en-

gaged in studying the foothill land of |

California for the benefit of the live
stock people. So well has it done al-
ready with supplemental feeding that

its products in one year have brought|,; R
more in the commercial market than|’

the average two-year product.

|/ters is a tree so chock full of nuts

You will be surprised to ;léarnt ~

most 'California
but imported.  The station is testing
all kinds of grasses, for their gwn in—l
herent qualities as well as ability tol
live in competition with other kinds. |,
In these lands, not good forifarming|
and yet capable of sustaining a great |,
industry, the government wants to

plant the best grass possible.
4700-acre station, typical ' foothill
country in its
grand laboratory in which to find out!
definitely once ‘and for all. Results |
will be directly applicable to about

one-third of such California territory. |

 Perhaps even more amazing to the|
city dweller, for we do do a little gar-
dening ourselves, is the study of ani-
mals, particularly alleged pests. The
station appears glad to have found it
has an area well stocked in rattle-
snakes, about one in three acres it
thinks, and even the rattler will be|
only an “alleged” pest until proven
guilty. Why. those stock men “hrand”
rattlesnakes! That's a little literary
exaggeration, of course, but they do|
actually catch them, label them and
turn them loose ‘again for further
study of their habits.

How cheery it must be to oo abroad |
in the sun lit fields in the bright]
morning as the lark sings loud and
high and hear a ding-a-ling-a-ling
and be able to smile blithely:

. ‘Why, my old friend, No. 872, Su-|
sie Jones I nicknamed you, let's see,
this is the first time our paths have
crossed since 8:38 a. m. on the 5th
of last month. And what have you
to say for your place in the economy
of nature? Have we good marks for
you in our conduct book for keeping|
other pests in ‘their places, that is,
their right numerical ratios, or, my
snake-in-the-grass, shall I decide you|
are just all bad and go investigating
price cutters in the city ?” !

They watch rabbits, too, instead of
popping them every time an ear
looms up from a rock. But to keep
them in their numerical ratio' they
separate the papas and mamas. And
men even watch quail and robbins
and other delights of huntsmen and
poets.

What they find out is amazing—
how much eaech animal eats of the
flora and how much of the next less
defensible fauna. Right by headquar-

+packed in the trunk by woodpeckers
"if looks like ‘bead work. Are the!
Woodpeckers vegetarians? No, they
are the real “live stock” men. Those
-nuts gather the worms and the wood-
_pecker likes worm steak.

Sixth~Avenue (Post Office Buﬂdipé',f

grass is not nativel| Buffalo Bill, and many decades in

‘genial host of the Experimental Sta-|
-tion,

The | -

natural state, is a/.

1937
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Jess Nelson, once a trick rider for|

the .cattle business, was Sunday’s|
His simple, direct, unadorned
speech has a dignity that matches his
silver erown and makes a city dweller
feel he is just like everybody else—
a person who knows" just one side of
the many different) kinds of living
that make life varied and interesting.

Flanked by scientjsts and technical
experts, he is doing for the cattle
men what government has long done
for the farmer: offer him free the
benefits of all that studious research
can bring forth. They say at the
Madera station the trouble has al-
ways been the cattle man (no, not
the farmer, the keeper of cows and
pigs) but the he-man who rode thel
ranges, has always had a bump of in-

dependence plus a fatalistic feeling]|

| the higher elevations are just what|

capricious Nature chooses for the|
year, and has not asked government
for any assistancd.

But government has at last caught
up with him and 'is offering to recar-
pet California wih better grass if it
helps him make! money, and so the
cattleman, like all the rest of us,
takes from the Great White Father
in Washington.

We feel mighty privileged to have
seen what we saw last Sunday

through the kindness of Superintend- |-

ent and Mrs. Nelson and those Fres-
no Chamber of Commerce men and

San Joaquin county publishers, for
we realize now the amount of human
skill devoted to what to us has never
been anytling but a lot of filet mig-
non. Befdre long they will be pro-

ducing such fine cattle poor cooks||
will not ke tolerated and then wel|

shall all live longer and cheerier. So
a big salute for the fact-finding men
who tolerate even noisy little Susie
Jones (No. 872 to you) in order to see
Nature “steadily and see it whole,”
which is what the philosopher said is
the way to see life also. ¥
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“ditor’s Note: Adopting the style of the radio folk, the
P presents as its guest speamker in this article, Jennings
ierce, famous Director of Agriculture, Western Division,
NBC. The next voice you will hear will be that of Mr.
Pierce.]
ELLO, everyone! May I have the pleasure
of greeting you in this informal style of
the Farm & Home Hour? I can assure you it is
a privilege to speak to you from the pages of the
Pacific Rural Press as we sit down together to
share the experience of this tour which was at
once a revelation and a pleasure. !
We are bound for the San Joaquin Forest and
Range Experiment project east of Madera, under
the capable guidance of Spencer Munson. Pres-
sent, also, Cary Hill, assistant director of the
Experiment Station, and Wallace Kadderly, Wes-
tern Radio Program Director for the USDA—he
of Farm & Home Hour fame.

Well, the weather was perfect (unusual Cali-
fornia weather), hillsides with their carpets of
“Goldfields,” other wildflowers and grass. Emerg-
ing from the Pacheco Pass, sunny San Joaquin,
lay at our feet, reminding of a song by Lucy M.
Thompson, Modesto pioneer, who caught the spirit
of this valley in her composition, ‘“The Sunny
San Joaquin.” Shall we sing it as our tires hum
off an accompaniment with the passing miles?
“From the heights where eternal snows glisten and gleam
To the winding canals far below
Flows softly and swiftly a life-giving stream
Making bare sands to blossom and grow

From the Coast Range that looms in the distant West
'{‘o the” East where Sierras stand guard

San Joaquin spreads her verdant and smiling expanse
A sight to thrill artist and bard,

Down in Sunny San Joaquin

Nature paints a golden sheen

On the sloping hillsides gay

Where the yellow poppies sway—

Life iz happy and serene

Groves and fields and vineyards green—

Lend their charms to our Sunny San Joaquin.”

Through Madera and up into the foothills to
the east. Here at an elevation of seven hundred
feet, we enter the lower boundary of the 3,600-
acre San Joaquin Range of the Forest Experi-
ment Station, the first objective of our tour.

This area represents a cross-section of ten
million acres of Sierra foothill country stretching
from Bakersfield north to Yosemite, comprising
nearly one-tenth of the land of California and
therefore an area of great importance to our
commonwealth, especially to our livestock pro-

Arrare

PACIFIC RURAL PRESS

While we were learning of these interesting
facts from Dr. Beswell, one of the younger re-
search specialists, a meeting of the range section
of the Madera County Soil Conservation Com-
mittee had been going on in an adjoining con-
ference room. We were introduced to the twelve
cattlemen who make up this committee, and then
we listened-in while they talked about cross-
fences, drift fences, boundary fences, water de-
velopment, troughs, and all the other factors in-
volved in qualifying them for payment under the
Soil Conservation Act. Farm Advisor Ed Garth-
waite of Madera county, made a splendid chair-
man and these cattlemen expressed themselves
freely and effectively.

In the morning our party set out to view the
various projects under way. Mr. Nelson ex-
plained the layout of this experimental range
first, that it contains 3,600 acres, lying between
700 and 1,700 feet elevation. For the best util-
ization of this area, it has been laid out in twelve
units, all under fence. We were especially in-
terested in the first six of these because of a
grazing experiment now in progress. Units QNE
and THREE are of 160 acres, grazing sixteen
cows, or at a rate of ten acres per cow. Units
TWO and FIVE are of 240 acres, grazing 16
cows at a rate of 15 acres per cow, and units
FOUR and SIX are of 320 acres, grazing sixteen
cows at a rate of twenty acres per cow. At reg-
ular intervals throughout all seasons these ani-
mals are weighed, the grass studied on the six
pastures, and a chart compiled. Over a period of
several years, as a result of this study, these
range experts expect to show how many animals
the range will support without over-grazing; the
best season of use; when the animals put on the
most weight, and if they fail to gain, to recom-
mend a practice that will enable the livestock
producer to profitably keep his animals on this
range the year-around.

RESULTS already show that with the drying of
the grass in the early summer the feed rapidly
loses in nutritive value with a consequent failure
of the stock to continue gaining. So, to offset this
lack, a long-time experiment on supplemental
feeding is being undertaken and while one of the
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Progress in Restoring the Range

seen nothin’ yet.” So off we went to see the so-
called run-off plots; nine plots, each one fortieth
of an acre in extent, laid out on a grassy northern
slope. Board curbings three inches high separ-
ate the plots and direct the run-off rain into nine
silting tanks located at the lower ends of the
plots, and through volume measuring devices
which automatically record the run-off. Then,
too, rain gauges record the rainfall in any one
storm and also seasonally. So, from the data
thus collected the scientist can accurately de-
termine intensity of rainfall, percentage of eros-
ion, amount of run-off and amount of soil absorp-
tion. Then by grazing certain plots and by
burning certain others, a comparison can be made
against a normal plot which is retained as a
check or “control plot.” Thus accurate compari-
sons can be made which should be significant
enough to settle the ever-present question, “to
burn, or not to burn.”

ROM these run-offs, Mr. Nelson directs us to

another very interesting study being carried
on under the direction of E. E. Horne, biogolist
of the U. S. Biological Survey. Here we found
an attempt to show the actual damage to range
forage from such common rodents as the ground
squirrel, the pocket gopher, and the kangaroo
rat. Four plots have been fenced off which have
been made rodent-proof by specially designed
fences, a very difficult effect to accomplish. In
plot number ONE, seven ground squirrels are
enclosed on a one-half acre plot. Plot number
TWO, contains four gophers; plot number
THREE is a check plot, and plot number FOUR
encloses eight kangaroo rats; these last three
plots are one-quarter acres each. Finally, a
barbed fence about ten feet out surrounds the
plots. This then makes for three conditions: (1)
The enclosures which exclude free rodents and
livestock, (2) The barbed-wire fence which per
mits access to free rodents but not livestock, and
(3) The free range accessible alike to rodents
and livestock. From careful daily analysis, Mr.
Horne is compiling data on the degree of rodent
damage; which pest is the most destructive, and
what species of forage are most readily taken.
When this study is completed it will be easy to
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the east. Here at an elevation of seven hundred
feet, we enter the lower boundary of the 3,600-
acre San Joaquin Range of the Forest Experi-
ment Station, the first objective of our tour.

This area represents a cross-section of ten
million acres of Sierra foothill country stretching
from Bakersfield north to Yosemite, comprising
nearly one-tenth of the land of California and
therefore an area of great importance to our
commonwealth, especially to our livestock pro-
ducers. '

RRIVING at the comfortable adobe head-

quarters of the “Range” we were greeted

and made welcome by Jesse Nelson, authority on

livestock and rangelands, who is in charge of
this 3,600-acre project.

We first learned that in all probability this
whole feothill country, before the advent of the
white man, was covered with native perennial
grasses of high nutritive value, but that with the
over-grazing and fires of modern times, most of
these grasses were Killed out and now in their
stead we find that 99 per cent of the forage is
of the annual type, 45 per cent of which is made
up of introduced species. Among the better
species of these introduced annuals are found the
alfilaria, brome grasses, wild oats, and bur
clover.

Now this is all very well during the green,
growing stage of the plant, but just as soon as
these annuals reach the seed stage and dry up
they: lose rapidly in nutritive value, especially
in protein content, and as a result, cattle that
have been gaining rapidly up to early summer

_Stop gaining and then begin to lose condition

rapidly. Well, right here we find the problem
the Forest and Range Experiment Station has
set out to solve. Operating on the theory that it
is better economics for the cattleman to keep
his cattle on the home range throughout the year
instead of moving them to the mountains or to
the valleys during the summer months, the sta-
tion has laid out a long-time program in which
they hope to work out eflicient practices which
will make this operation possible. This problem,
then, is being studied on several fronts: intensity
of grazing, season of use, response under certain
known conditions and supplemental feeding.
Along with these factors the station is studying
surface run-off and soil erosion, rodent dam-
age, and new forage plant speeies.

mend a practice that will enable the livestock
producer to profitably keep his animals on this
range the year-around.

RESULTS already show that with the drying of
the grass in the early summer the feed rapidly
loses in nutritive value with a consequent failure
of the stock to continue gaining. So, to offset this
lack, a long-time experiment on supplemental
feeding is being undertaken and while one of the
first tests is not a basis for final conclusions, still
it is startling in its revelation. Calves that were
weaned on July 1st were put on pasture and some
fed a small daily supplement of cottonseed cake
(a pound per day) other were not supplemented.
The latter averaged a one-pound gain, while the
calves on cottonseed cake gained 114 pounds. Be-
ginning with the new grass after November 1st
the unsupplemented calves gained more rapidly,
although results to date indicate that they never
will ‘catch up.

Another significant experiment concerned ‘the
so-called acorn calves which are famous up and
down the Sierra foothill area. These calves are
badly deformed and the supposition has been that
the deformity resulted from the cows feeding
heavily on acorns during pregnancy. However,
from data accumulated to date, the Experiment
Station feels reasonably sure that acorn calves
are NOT caused by the cows feeding on acorns
but rather from the general protein deficiency
of the dry summer and fall feed. The acorn
itself is largely starch and, of course, the hulls
contain much tannic acid which precipitates pro-
teins and hence are a factor in reducing what
little protein the animals do get. Projects, with

cows being fed acorns at different stages of preg-"

nancy are under way and will be continued for
several years after which these experts will know
and be able to report accurately on causes and
effects. Feeding up to $4.00 worth of cottonseed
cake per cow per season has shown encouraging
results so far, and this phase of the experiment
is being watched with intense interest. Briefly
then, at present, indications point pretty sharply
to high protein supplemental feeding as a solu-
tion to the whole problem of range management
in this area.

By now our party was fascinated by the

magnitude of the San Joaquin Experiment Sta-

tion Range and by the enthusiasm of its research

specialists, but, as Jesse Nelson said, “You ain’t
M
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plots. This then makes for three conditions: (1)
The enclosures which exclude free rodents and
livestock, (2) The barbed-wire fence which per
mits access to free rodents but not livestock, and
(3) The free range accessible alike to rodents
and livestock. From careful daily analysis, Mr.
Horne is compiling data on the degree of rodent
damage; which pest is the most destructive, and
what species of forage are most readily taken.
When this study is completed it will be easy to
determine when the rodent population of a given
area of the range has become an economic facter.

We have one more project to hear about. We
drive down to the nursery where we saw eighty
seven different species of annuals and perennials
imported from all over the world. Each spccie
is grown on two plots, one of which is irrigated.
Some of these grasses look very promising and
if they continue to show adaptability the best
ones will be planted on the range. The hope is
that sometime these scientists will find a peren-
nial or perennials that are well adapted to this
particular range; that are high in’nutritive con-
tent and that will bring the range back to the
condition believed to have existed originally in
this foothill country.

INALLY Mr. Hill introduced us to young Ben

Glading who is conducting a sub-project on
this range in interest of sportsmen and I mention
it because I believe there is a universal interest
in our upland game birds. In other words, re-
search on quail management. Mr. Glading told
us that this is ideal country for quail because
it has a good natural balance between feeding
erounds and cover. It is his opinion that restock-

“ing is not the answer to abundant birds because

they do not seem to propagate under this plan.

,Also the hawks and owls as predators are not
particularly important and while the wild house-
cat is a serious menace, still it is not a limiting
factor. His analysis at this early stage in his
study then is that the critical period in the life
cycle of this bird is at nesting time and if we can
control the predator which feeds on the eggs (the
ground squirrel shows evidence of being the
villain) we can bring back this fine game bird
in abundance. If future study bears out Mr.
Glading's early analyses another very significant
contribution will have been made to society
through the medium of the San Joaquin Experi-
mental Range.
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Natural Grass

" After a]m'osf two decades study- ago, ‘
ing natural and importeq range|the dryland grain fields.”
plants on the San Joaquin Experi-|stin

mental Range, U. 8. Forest Serv-
ice scientists have made a tenta-
tive conclusion: nature does pretty
well by itself.

“After tests of over 200 plant}

Species, including more than just|they and later
»|sometimes over-estimated the cat-

grasses, from all over the world,
says Research Range Conserva-
tionist . Lisle R. Green,

has proven better for the
of producing

hills that the natural mixture of
grasses and herbs while
green.”

But as_the natural forage dries

out in late spring its nutrient

value decreases. The protein con-
tent in particular drops below the
needs of the grazing livestock.
Long-lived perennial grasses,

and they stay green later
year. Thus they may be used to
supplement the natural forage and
shorten the period when protein
.'concentrate feeding is desirable,
Green says. :
© One such petennial, stipa by
name, - has been here all the time
‘and’at one time may have been
an important eriginal plant inhab-
itant of the hills. “The theory is,”
1Green says, “that stipa was an im-
“portant grass in the valley and on

beef under market |terrain
conditions on the Madera county|says:

when [suffer from the heat.

adapted, produce earlier green feed |the other hand, have _
in the [tense growing season in the spring

especially on what are now
(Stipa
grows naturally near Friant.)

“But when the. Spanish settlers
came they brought, either inten-
tionally or by accident, many of
the annual grasses ang filaree
which now cover the hills. Both
American pioneers

tle these hills could suppoxt. The

“nothing | cattle preferred stipa and grazed
purpose it Off, letting ‘the imported Medi-

plants take over,” Green

e

In the véﬂey, of course, many

it is|thousands of acres of natural stipa

were plowed under., i
--"‘Bésides lenigthening the period
Of nytritious green feéd, pererinials
are a more consistent source of
fordge,” Green says. '¢“But they
are summer-growing - plants -and
Annuals, on.
A" short, in-

and are ready to go. to seed when
the hot weather hits, thereby sur-
viving beétter.” .

But some perennials shaw prome-
ise: Hardifig grass froth Aug-
tralia, smilo“frem central Europe,
and prairie brome from the Mid-
west are examples, However, they
8row hest in the damper areas of
the range. “Where the range is
dry, we've had more succeéss with
natural range or annual rose

the lower slopes a century or more ' clover than anything else so far.

Trthuone
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Proves Best Forage

yWe've had good stands of other
grasses established, but the native
plants eventually took over,”
Green reports. U

Experimenting with new and old
types of grasses is only part of
the range research work carried
on at the Experimental Range.
“Probably our most
work has been in improving for-
age through fertilization,” Green
declares. : ;

In general, the experimenters
have found that all the range
lands lack nitrogen. But nitrogen
easily washes out of the soil and
must be applied each year. 'On
relatively low producing range land
this has not proved seconomically
practical. { 2

Better results have been ob-
tained with sulphur which greatly
increases the ,growth of legumes
in the natural range.- The legumes
in turn increase the mnitrogen con-
tent of the soil anqyﬁfe_at!;}%tinﬁi-
late grasses the ‘*ﬁexta’yeilr‘;énd.'
thus continue a cyele Which' | an
be kept. going by:applying. a sil-
phur fertilizer ‘ONce (each three
years. b T .

After a 40 acre pasture was for-
tilized in 1949 with g mixturé -of
Superphosphate and stlphur which
totaled 60 pounds of Sulphir per
acre, Green reported that the 1950
Crop produced 500 pounds more
dry forage per acréithan & ‘stmi-
lar 40 ac¢re pasture which Was not
fertilized, and. legumes, Jjumped
Irom 15 per cent to 35 pPér cent
of the forage production. “Steers
grazed the two pastures from July
to December, and either the value
of the increased forage production
Or the extra beef produced by it
would more than ‘i Tﬁ» the cost of
fertilization in one #year," _Green
declares. POl N SO

“The 1951 production of 1,775
pounds of feed per agre more than
was produced in' the . on-fertilized
pasture would all -be profit.”

Tests to determine which sul-
phur fertilizer is hest show that

gypsum gave greater returns at|

less  cost than other fertilizers
tested. ~ $izd

successful | |

Another point, of intensive re-
search is methods of making most
effective. use of natural vegeta-
tion—that, ig, how many cattle
should be grazed on so much land.
“After seven years of experiments;,
we foun;_i’ that the heavily grazed
areas produced ghout one-quarter.
less forage and were grag
or three wedks later in#®
than the moderatelgh
areas,” Green reports, A
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\200 Different Animals Are " |

Discovered In O'Neals Area

DAVIS, Yolo Co.—Nearly 200
different kinds of animals—
birds, mammals, reptiles, and
amphibians—have ™ been found

on the 4,600 acre San Joaquin -

Experimental Range by Univer-
sity of California zoologhts.

. Walter E. Howard, field sta-
tion zoologist at Davis, reports
that he and a former graduate
student, Henry E. Childs, J.;
found in their study of range-
land fauna that some 133 birds,
37 mammals, 17 snakes and liz-
ards, and eight amphibians live
station near O'Neals. ;

The study was undertaken to
learn how many different kinds
of animals live on rangelands
and what part they play in help-
ing or hindering plant growth
and in competing with livestock
for food.

‘Many rodents, said Howard,
are active competitors for food
on rangelands. Studies of these
animals in large enclosures
showed that pocket gophers,
ground squirrels, and kangaroo

part of all of their lives at the

much as one third. of the forage
on natural range,

In addition, rodents’ subsur-
face burrows often erode to

“form gulleys, Howard said,

Some of the more common
vertebrates the zoologists found

Sl TS oHic y |
Fresno, Cal., Sun., June 26, {;ﬁ'

at -the station are the western |

.spadefoot toad, bullfrog, west- l

ern fence lizarq. Gilbert skinki
(a lizard), Pacific gopher snake,
garter snakes, Pacific rattle-
snake, pallid bat, western pipi- |

‘strelle (a bat), coyote, bobeat, |

- rats together may consume as |

and many rodents. b |
Among the birds noted are B
pérmanent residents, summer |

-residents, winter residents, mi-

grants, and a few vagrants——re- |
corded rarely with no particu- |
lar pattern of occurrence.-
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Gontmued from page 1-C
Edith Downey of Livingston,

Os Coarsegold Rodeo
de Will Marshal Parade

an old railroad cut of the
Minarets and Western which

ettt EstronebugarsRinejus

" In"1894 the mills shut down to Pinedaler~The coniestants

and the town died. The post-

office moved to O'Neals,
Start Of Ranching

The Ryan family remained
at Hildreth, buying the school
section which was the begin-
ning of their cattle ranching|:
operations, Their home place
stands on the town site, the
barn shaded by the same tree
which sheltered the millinery
shop, -

Most of the family food was
raised on the ranch, Ryan re-
calls. . Fruit and vegetables

some only 9 or 10 years old,
The adults were spectators.
The show was primarily
for the benefit of their own
children and those of the
neighbors and was put on
in true western' style.

In addition to roping and
riding, an oldtime stage
careened through the cut, was
héld up and rescued. James
Douglas of 'Neals was the
driver and Arthur Renfrow
rode guard, with an authentic
Lone Ranger hero. Starting as
an entertainment for the chil-
dren of the hills, its fame
spread until many from the
valtey rode up to see the
ghow. Johnny Jones, RCA
champion roper,and dogger
was one of the youthful con-
testant, as was Joe Preuschoff
of Hlldreth ‘also a member of
RCA later.

ing and the Ryans put down
their own pork and corned
beef. Other necessities were
bought either in O'Neals or
Madera. Time aliowed for the
trip to Madera depended” on
the extent of the shopping. If
‘wagon and ‘'team were Te-
quired, and they bought half

were teenagers’'and younger,t

a ton of fiour at a time, the
trip took two days. For odds
'and ends the time allotted
was only four hours each way
with 4 buggy and good horse.

Tn 1917 Kyan married
Faustina Wren of Madera, the
teacher in the one room Han-
over School. The schooll
. stands_across the road from
" their home just as it was
built by’ "the miners in the
early days. The lumber was
freighted in from Stockton. .-
The William Ryang’ children
are. Mrs. Margaret McMullen
of Oakland, Mrs, Patricia
Washburn of O’Neals, Mrs.
- Mary "Ann Vanderburgh of
"Clovig and a- son Richard
Ryan, also a rancher in that
area. .

_. Chiquita Summer Range

"The Ryans. have run their

cattle on the -summer range
at Chiquita since 1918. The
first stop in the early .days
.was at FEnsign, now the
“Ranchetia Forestry Camp,
then on to'Bass lake, Bea-
sore Meadow, and into Chi-
quita, The drnve took four
days. Now the cattle are
trucked in over the Mammoth
Road in four hours,

One of the outstandmg
events in the hills from 1936
to 1947 was an Easter rodeo
and barbecue put on by Mr.
and Mrs, Ryan, The site was
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T MRus wife and elder daugh-]
ters joined him there. Two of
the daughters, natives of Bo-
die, are Mrs, Bessie Snyder
of- Madera and Mrs, Annie
Marty of Fresno. The other
children are Mrs. Myra Hotch-
kiss and Mrs, Emily Jones of
Madera, Mrs, Elsie McDou-
gald of O'Neals and Mrs.
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b RECOLLECTIONS—The u‘awhlde rlata t1ed Jo Wi
11am H, Ryan s saddle horn recalls days when he uged
as partner of C]ay Carr, 1n W1ld .Cow milking contests .

- t‘he Coarsegold Rodeo Ryan will” ride Sunday as tl

-
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COARSEGOLD Madera ‘Coi Wllham H Ryan
Hildreth will return. fo- Coarsegold Sunday ds ‘hono®
guest and grand marshal of the Coarsegold ‘Amat:
~Rodeo. His daughter, Mrs. Margaret ‘McMullen.of O
land," and his daughter i ldw, Mrs! Richard Ryan
Hildreth, will “bey in, costume r1dmg sxde sadd]e W
Ryan. » ¥ o, o Proshatar i
+ The grand eritry at T PM

N Sunday’will be’ 'followed* nn—
i'ned1ately by the ’rodeo
“evénts. It w111 be preceded by

* barrel :racing at, 10 .AM-a g
.queen contest a«half hour
“ldter, boys Cow ridmg at 11
AM and a barbecue dmher at
“noon, “The rodeo dance wﬂl be’ :
held, tomorrow \mghtr Rgr s 3

«Ryans connection, w1th
Coafsegold rodeos date§ ‘back
aimost 40 years when he was
one of. the Offrmais atr all the
shows _given on t‘ne same
ground by: the. Madera Branch
of the., Cahforma Cattlemens

" Association, He, was n charge

of”the chiites anq a]so ~en-

“'tered as.a: qon esEani\ Qneﬂof

+ his’ mostrprrzed poesessmns

o Adg - nrawh de Fiat fagahade by

"‘“the" K&sﬂ% Ve ethel.'pof

mf‘x; I*or anasdd WIER he]

teamed Wlth Clay, Carr,,m .a
wild.cow milKing'contest. »
w4 Father's Arrival In 1886

M'I'he Ryan family moved to
jHlidreth in 1886, when the fa-
"ther, James R Ryan walked
.across the Sierra from Bodie,
the storied Mono County min-
ing boom town, Born in Dub-
lin, Ireland, the elder Ryan
game to the United States as
a young man. He worked on
the Erie Canal to get enough
money to return to Ireland
and marry and bring « his
bride west."

. At that time there were
three mining operations at
Hildreth, the Hanover, Hil-
dreth and Abby gold mines.
He went with the Abby. Hil-
dreth was a typical mining
town, with, three hotels, three| -
stores Etoffice, besides a y
srh e children,‘a mil-

or the women,
ne laeerve thet L 77 7 -
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