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BLACK CONSTRUCTION

WORKERS MOVE TO
ENFORCE ORDER

The membership of

the United Construction

Workers Association
converged on Construc-
tion industry  sites
throughout the greater
Seattle area this past
week  seeking imple-
mentation of a two year
old court order. The
UCWA contends the or-
der signed by Judge
William Lindberg in
1970 should have produ=-
ced by now nearly 480
jobe for-black and mi-
nority construction
workers. Tyree Scott,
UCWA Director said it
has produced, however,
only 110,

Several projects in-
cluding Interstate 90
highway  construction
between the mercer Is-
land floating bridge and
Issaquah, the 30 story
financial center being
‘constructed downtown
and the $11 million, 24
story Safeco Tower in
the University District
were shut down last
week., Seven construc-
tion projects onthe Uni-
versity of Washington
campus were closed
down earleir this week,

A temporary restra-
ining order to prevent
further shutdowns was
issued Tuesday by Su=-
perior Court Commis=-
sioner David C. Hunter;
the UCWA burned the
order in a further pro-
test gesture. Marathon
negotiations Monday e-

venin between the
UCWA, the Mountain
Pacific Chapter of the
Associated General
contractors and several
individual contractors
failed.

In a supportive mea-
sure members of the
Central Contractors
Association also began
the shut down of work
projects this past week.
Willie Allen, president
of the CCA told the
Medium the action was
taken in hopes of speedy
resolution of the minor~
ity hiring problem, Sev-
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eral additional closures
by the CCA members
are expected should the
impetus of the UCWA
Action fail to gain re-
sults. Allen added CCA

actions will  focus on"

closing down construc-
tion sites and keeping

‘them closed until the

court order is acted up-

. on., All the construction

sites closed by the

UCWA in the past week
have reopened.

Last Tuesday renew-

ed controversy and vi-.

olence flared at the
Central Seattle Com-
munity College Constr-
uction site when mem-
bers of the UCWA ap-
peared to shut down
work on that project.
Several construction
workers of the Century
Construction Company
refused to halt work,
Water and building ma-
terials were thrown or

(Contd. on Pg, 8)

Demonstrating members of the United Construction
Workers Association scaledladders in Tuesday’s con-
frontation at Central Seattle Community College con-
struction site. :

EASIER SICKLE
CELL TEST

BOSTON - (NBNS) -
A new, inexpensive test
for sickle cell anemia,
which afflicts millions
of Blacks, has been re-
ported by a team of
researchers at Tufts
University School of
Medicine.

Officials at the Uni-
versity say the simple
screening test can be
conducted on a mass
basis at a cost of only
three to four cents each.

Senior scientist Dr.
Mortimer S. Greenburg
associate clinical pro-
fessor of medicine, said
the screening test for
sickle hemoglobin will
enable  hospitals to
identify carriers of the

trait. If two carriers
marry, their children
have a one-in-four

chance of getting the
disease.
Some two million

(Contd. on Pg, 8)
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Was Angela’s Trial Fair

After Angela Davis was found innocent Sunday
of all murder, kidnap and conspiracy charges, she

- gaid ‘‘a fair trial would have been no trial at all,”

People have said that the mere fact that Angela
was acquitted proves she received an unblaspd
trial. Perhaps the jury members and her trial
judge were persons of such character that the
court room part of her trial was impartial. But was
the entire trial fair,

Angela’s trial, which lasted nearly two years,

~actually began a day after the August 7, 1970 shoot-

out in Marin County which left four persons dead.
Miss Davis was then accused of coOnspiring the
kidnap attempt and was charged under a California
law for murder, kidnap and conspiracy. That cali-
fornia statute is discriminately used. How can a
law which is used at the whim of government officials
as a punishing tool against only certain individuals
be called a fair law,

It was no surprise when Angela later became one
of the FBI’s ten most wanted fugitives since political
dissenters, black militants ang communists were
?1gth on then FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover’s ‘“no no”

ist,

It would have been fair if, after being arrested,
Miss Davis had been arraigned, tried and been set
free in no more than a week or two. As a United
States citizen, she has a constitutional right to a
speedy trial, Instead, she was inecarcerated in
a six-foot cell for sixteen months, =~

During the months she was held in solitary con-
finement, Angela’s health deteriorated, her eyesight
got poor and she began chain smeking., Is this iust
treatment for an innocent person to be put in jail
and held there for months without a trial and every
request for bail denied. She was innocent. Under,
the law, a person is innocent of all charges until
proven guilty.

Does the government have the right to inflict such
suffering' on any individuals?

Does the government have the right to shuta
person behind bars for sixteen months, shuffle her
back and forth to court for thirteen weeks, then after
she is found innocent, turn her aloose without any
type of retribution.

That Angela is free isa greatdeal to rejoice about,

‘And the jury should be congratulated. for reaching

the decision they reached. But, we hope that Miss
I?av1s’ trial, the entire twoyear trial, will call atten-
tion to the judicial system. And perhaps somethin

can be done so another innocent person won’

suffer unjustly as Miss Davis did.

Judges Overrule Food
Stamp Ban

Washington, D, c, -~

%NBNS) -~ The ban on
ood stamps for “unre-
lated’’ persons in a

household was ruled un-
constitutional by a spe-
cial three-judge federal
court, ‘
Enacted by Congress
to prevent ‘‘hippie’ co-
mmunes from getting
food stamps, the [awal-
s0 barred food stamps
for needy persons liv-
ing .with families to

which they were not re-
lated. The judges ruled
in a case involving an
elderly diabetic who 1li-
ved with a friend and
friend’s children.

The court said the
‘‘relationships = among
economic unit and sha-
ring cooking facilities
have nothing to do with
their personal nutri-

tional requirements?’’
which require food
stamps.



