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A 20 Year Reunion 
For Protestors 

Letters To The Editor~ .. 

Text and Photos By CHRIS BENNETT 
A Slap In 
The Face Twenty years ago John • 

Cannon, director of Cen­
tral Area Senior Citizens 
Center, 86-year-old Sarah 
Lynch, and her daughter, 
Daisy Boyetta met in a 
picket line protestin g 
discrimination in employ­
ment at the now defunct 
A & P Stores in South Seat­
tle. 

The infamous reunion 
was made possible when 
several south end mer­
chants sued the ci ty of 
Seattle for changing the 
name of Empire Way after 
civil rights leader and 
Nobel Peace Prize Win­
ner the Rev. Dr. Martir 
Luther King, Jr. The Coa li­
tion for RESPECT is 
boycotting and picketing 
many of those businesses. 

Cannon, a south end 
resident, said, " One of 
the reasons I am here is 
because I took exception 
to Sternod' s attitude and 

/ 

Shown above in a twenty-year reunion on the picket line are 86-
year old Sarah Lynch, John Cannon and Mrs. Lynch's daughter, 
Daisy Boyetta. ' 

insensivity to community 
desires." He and others, 
he said, including Dr. Sam 
Kelly, then a resirlent of 

South Seattle, 
among hi s 
cu stomers and 
porters. 

were 
early 

SU p -

Presents 

Dear Editor: 
The a rroga n ee 

displayed by business pro­
prietors of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way is a slap in 
the face to the Black com­
munity. They have a gross 
disregard for the prestige 
an~ honor of the most 
compassionate of men. 

The sueing of the city 
for Mayor Royer' s ap­
plauded decision to name 
Martin Lu ther King, Jr 
Way (a lo ng overdue 
tribute as an investigation 
of al l major cities in the 
U .S. wou ld show) is 
ludicrous . These men 
should not be permitted 
to pursue their course 
without monetary rep ri sal 
to d emon strat e ou r 
repugnance at their weak­
ly veiled bigot ry (how 
much does one Seafair ac-

For those who are unaware of the many 
specials offered by Ruffin Stages, above is a list 
of our three week specials and their super 

. . 
saving prices. 

Conveniently located on the cor­
ner of 7th and Union downtown, 
R uffin Stages is easily accessible by 
bus or car. For your added con­
venience Ruffin Stages will be open 
7 days a week, Monday - Saturday, 
from 10 - 9 p.m. and starting Sep­
tember 12, every Sunday from 12 -
5 p. m. 

save, save, save!!! 

tivity cost?) 
If the businesses are tru­

ly located on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Way, they 
most su rely have a 
number of Black cliente le 
I call for all people of the 
community to boycott the 
businesses. I can assure 
you the $500 to $1,000 for 
new stat ionery he sorely 
anticipates won' t look so 
bad if we withdrew our 
trade. 

I implore the editor to 
publ ish a l i st of t he 
businesses named as plan­
tiffs in the suit. If any of 
these businesses are buy­
ing advertisements in The 
Medium or Facts, I 
believe t ha t account 
shou ld be exa m ined 
closely. For surely we 
have a cause. 

-Howard L. Phillip!> 
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Ruffin Stages is open Monday - Saturday from 10 - 9 p.m. and su·n­
day from 12 - 5 p.m. _For more information ~~II 587-4005. 

, Pri nci pies Over Profit 
Dear Editor: 

This is a let\er deman­
ding t hat principl es be 
valued over profi t. It is 
also an issue of respect for 
t he con t r i b ut i ons on 
Black lead ersh ip and 
heroism. 

The Empire Way Mer­
chants Association insists 
that what our leader died 
for is not worth the cost 0 1 

a name change on thei r 
store fronts or business 
stati onery. Th is posture b 
an insult to every man, 
woman, and child in our 
ci t y. The bu sinesses 
wraich make up the Em­
pi re W ay Merc hant s 
'\ ssoc i ati o n a re im­
mediately surrou nded by 
a large ethn ic population 
of non-whites. This means 
that non-w hites comprise 
a large part of t heir 
cl ientele. It appears these 
mer :..hants have taken the 
patron ag e o f these 
residents for granted . 

Should we sit idly by 
and allow a group men­
ta lity to ex ist in our com­
munity that is so wi lling to 
st and up and openl y 
d eva l ue th e ac ­
comp l ishments of t he 
W orld Leader, Noble 
Peace Prize winner, and 
Theo logian, D r. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.? On the 
co ntra ry, as pa rents, 
teachers, w orkers, and 
business persons we are 
going to stand up for 
those principles of justice, · 
freedom, and equa lity 
that are basic to this coun­
try and the dignty of us al l. 

I ask of you today and in 
the months ahead to help 
support and protect our 

leaders . He l p ouild , 
preserve, and multiply 
our own institutions. Let 
us not spend our money 
in sto res t h at don't 
respect our needs andthe 
contributions made by 
our leaders. 

Support the boycott of 
thP l=mn irp W;;iv Mer-

chants who are pooling 
their money (w hich they 
are getting from you) to 
sue the city for renaming 
Em pire Way, Mart i n 
Lu t her King, Jr. Way 
South. 

-CAMP 

Reciprocity, A Matter 
Of Respect ... 

Dear Editor: 
Reciprocity, a matter of 

• respect and fair return on 
investment , must become 
the watch word that 
guides our st ruggle 
through the 80' s. It is 
w hat D r. King meant 
when he said " better walk 
in dign ity than ride in 
shame." 

It is time for us to stand 
up and begin t o 
strenghten ourselves. We 
must support our own 
organizations and institu­
tions. Our unreal ized and 
underutilized power must 
be re leased. We cannot 
and should not support 
t hose b usinesses that 
don' t respect us. 

Ed die Rye, Jr., com­
mun ity activist and co­
founder of the Coalition 
For Respect, recently re­
quested Blacks to boycott 
bu si n esses th at are 
chal lenging t he name­
d ra nge of Empire Way to 
Mart in Luther King, Jr. 
W ay. Call it selective 
patronage or boycotting, 
the highest court in thE 
land has confirmed ouI 
right to do so. 

The U . S. Su p re m e 
Court, on the final day of 
the 1981-82 session, in 
NAACP v s Clai borne 
Hardwa re, procla imed 
local boycotts a const it u­
tionally, protected activi­
ty, in legitimate pursuit of 
pol i tica l, soc i a l and 
economic change. 

It is time to launch at­
tac k on rac ism wit h 
d isc ip l ined Black Co n­
sumer Dollars. The Black 
Consumer Dollars is now 
at 140 bill ion dollars plus. 
As Earl Graves, publ isher 
and ed itor of Black Enter­
prise Magazine notes, the 
highly volatile and com­
petitive consumer market 
in th is country can be 
altered by a mere 2% in 
consistent shift in sales. 
Two percent, just 2% con­
sistent in sales can lead to 
a 20% dip in profits. At 
rock bottom, Blacks are 
5 % of som e b o d y ' s 
market; and aU you need 
to be is 2%. Thus we are 
the margin of profit of 
almost all the major con­
su mer industries in this 
country. 

-Tony Orange 

The1War Is Not Won··,::; 
Dear Editor: ' 1 ·- What this really means on the United States. · 
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The batt le is waged in 
the fight to change Empire 
Way to M art in Luther 

King, Jr. Way. The mayor 
signed a bill approving the 
change and if everything 
goes as plan ned M artin 
Luther King Jr. Way can 
be a rea lity. 

1 he change was to be 
effect ive in September. 
The problem is that the 
war is not won. There are 
a few merchants w hose 
businesses are located 
along the southern end of 
this stretch of road runn­
ing from East Madison on 
the north side to 1-5 on 
the south, who feel that 
any minor inconvenience 
that this may bring is more 
than they are w ill ing to 
give up. 

The first complaint from 
these merchants was the 
expense involved i n 
changing stationery, let­
terhead, etc. The solution . 
to thi s weak excuse came 
read ily when the post of­
fice agreed to continue 
mai l deliveries to the Em­
pire Way addresses for a 
full year. Surely letterhead 
and statiorrery supplies 
will be replaced with in 
that time. 

Anot her exc use t he 
merchants have 
fabricated is that t hey 
wo u ld rath er see t he 
money go to feed the 
hungry and help the poor. 
As I said th is statement is a 
·fa brication, a sham to 
cover up the real reason 
for thei r rejec ting t he 
name change. These mer­
chants are aware, as I am 
that in our governmental 
budgeting process eac h 
area of funding has its 
own budget and the funds 
earmarked for . road im­
provements· and changes 
are not used for social ser­
vices. These are separate 
areas wi t h eq ual l y 
separate budgets. 

to t he cpmmunity is that 
the funds al located for the 
name-change are there 
for that and similar pur­
poses. If these monies are 
not used in your area for 
this proiect then they go 
back into the budget and 
can just as wel l go to 
another commu nity for 
changes or improvements 
on their st reets. 

Don' t be fooled by the 
deceptive exc uses put 
fo rth by those who speak 
on the one hand about 
excessive cost incurred if 
t he change is enacted 
then on the other hand go 
through considerable ex­
pense to fight the change 
in a lawsuit. 

The real reason behind 
this double tongued tal k is 
racism, and a lack of 
respect for Blacks. This 
kind of thought must not 
be given a chance to grow 
right in our own back 

-ycMdr 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

was a peaceful warrior for 
eq u a l ity and 
brotherhood, he fought 
for all people to be able to 
live together in harmony. 
He fought for the child ren 
to have a bette r life. He 
fought for an America 
devoid of rac ism. M artin 
Lu ther King Jr. fought for 
dignity. Dr. Mart in Luther 
King, Jr. a Nobel Peace 
prize w inn ing American is 
being afforded no respect 
by t hose who oppose 
naming a street in his 
honor. 

The simple act of chang­
ing the name of a street 
wil l not decrease employ­
ment rate fo r Blacks nor 
will it put food in the 
mo uths of h u ngry 
children (it won' t take any 
out ei ther). What th is 
name change w ill do is 
give litt le Black children 
an outstanding model and 
at the same time let others 
become increasingly 
awa re of the positive in­
fluence of this great man 

A street named after a 
man of Mart in Luther 
King, Jr.' s caliber instills 
pride and dignity in the 
hearts of Black children, it 
gives them something of 
significance to call their 
own. What else is there in 
Seattle of equal impor­
tance for Black children to 
associate with? 

I think that I can easily 
say that Martin wou ld not 
suggest, a st reet be named 
in his honor but I' m sure if 
he were alive he would 
understand the positive 
i m pact thi s simp le 
m eas ure has had on 
mil lions of Blacks where 
the street names have 
al ready been changed 
and realize the equally 
impo rta nt si tuati on in 
Seattle. 

Don ' t be fooled by 
wolves in sheeps clothing. 
Recogn ize t he impor­
tance of your doliars and 

. be selective in using it. 
T h ose w h o have no 
respect for your culture 
and who would belittle 
you by using simple ploys 
that are far below the 
average person ' s in­
telligence, do not deserve 
your support . The Black 
community in Seattle is 
growing and it' s t ime we 
recognized the power in 
our numbers especially 
our monetary numbers. 

Last Sa tu rday t here 
were people out boycot­
t ing those who take our 
money and try to take our 
respect along with it. This 
effort needs the support of 
everyone. If you are 
unable to wa lk in the 
boycott lines then support 
the effort by refusing to 
patronize the businesses 
involved. There is a lot of 
clout . in Black buying 
power. Let's exercise that 
power. We all have our 
dign ity w ithin. We must 
show it and dem and 
respect. 

-Annette Caldwell 
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