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The Original 

llome of the Aul hl'Jltk Cheese Steak 

Get Your Grub On!, 
3019 MLK Jr. Way So. 

Seattle, WA 98144 
Hours: Monday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
(Across The Street From Franklin High School) 

Available For Deliveries and Catering 
(206) 723-PHIL (7445) • FAX (206) 723-8978 

-- --- - ---- ------------------1 

Rolling, Rolling, RolHng back the prices. 

!l.nnun, the 

j Wednesday and T~ursday Only j 
: Relaxer Touch-up : 

$49.00 (R:eg. $80.00) 

Shampoo & Curl 
$25.00 (Reg. $ 38.00) 

Shampoo & Flat Iron 
$45.00 (Reg. $ 55.GO) 

r I l>e Allitudes i 
1 <, :1 >r !1,1 O\ er 25 yrs ! 
1 r1c ri~ncc in creaing: high ! 
I · 1 -;, ! •ii ...11 :;igr ·-,. [ 

Color 
$35.00 (R~g. $45.GO) 

Some restrictions may apply. 

Call now, and schedule your appointment. 

206 870-7699 
22604 Marine View Dr. S., Des Moines, WA 98198 
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Serving 
Seattle 

Since 1986 

4- iv,lil}' With A Gentle Touch " 
r o- Children and Aduhs 

1•"uc • Implants • Dentures 
x.1cie Sedation e Sat. Appts. Available 

I' actept most insurance 
, ~!!_He assistance programs 

1 f HH'ntl\ iocated-in Columbia Citv 
~ 

, ',11 rnna ~t .• ~uite #2U L Seattle, WA 98118 

' ;r ,t~; Carl (206) 723-7848 

··_;To ·•-., 9) N UAI\,1AH, P.C .. 
- urrners At LaH-

• ., ;'11mrcd Person, For Over 25 Years 

~ -'\u•n .\rcidentf- -

•· \\ rorwtul Death ~ 
~· iedwi1l Malpractice~ 
- Head/Back lnjurie~ -

~ L & I Claims ~ 
~ Slip & Falls~ 

~ Criminal Law -- Nicholas A. Nuamah 

., ree Consultation • No Recovery, No Fee 
Hospital & Home Visits 

~ Bankruptcy (Ch. 7 & 13) - Low Fee ~ 

(206) 386-0303 
500 Union St., Suite 520, Seattle, WA 

LEN-CAN, INC. 
.BUILDERS 

~W&I\J1111111Plti9it91\JD11i\•iit9m'•-
, •r1srrucriar, Solution.~ 

·, , ,_. ,.,.;,,., ,,1 ml Reside111ial Client.\ 
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Has Ob~ma Kept His Promises To Bl~cks? 
By Hazel Trice Edney 
NNPA Editor-in-Chief 

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - On 
Nov. 3, 2008, an important 
telephone conference was held in 
Black America. That was the day 
that then candidate Barack Obama, 
on the eve of his historic election to 
the presidency, promised African­
American leaders and representa­
tives across the nation that if elected, 
he would never forget that Black 
people are specifically and 
disparately hurting from social ills. 

"Everyone under the sound of 
my voice understands the struggles 
we face. Everyone understands the 
fierce urgency of now. You all know 
what's at stake in this election," 
Obama said on the teleconference, 
covered by the NNPA News Service. 

He mentioned crime, civil 
rights, education, health and the 
economy as just a few of the 
categories in which African­
Americans are clearly in worse 
statistical categories than any other 
race. 

" I mention these issues because 
this community, our community, the 
African-American community, 
during these challenging times, 
suffers more than most in thi ~ 
country." he said . "Double-dig it 
inflation. double digit 
unemployment, stagnant wages. our 
kids are more likely to drop out, 
more likely to be in jail. more likely 
to die. We 're going to have to do 
better. And if we continue the 
momentum we've seen actoos . thi~ 
country over the last several wo:ck~. 
we can do better.·· 

But. one year after his historic 
election - which has often been 
described as the fu lfi llment of !ht' 

"dream" of Dr. Martin Luther King 
, Jr., has now President Obama kept 
his campaign promise to the Black 
community'? 

Political . observers pondered 
this question in anticipation of the 
National King Holiday on Monday 
and the Jan. 21 anniversary of the 
historic inauguration. Some say that 
Obama. who enjoys studying past 
presidents for thei r »1isdori and 
leadersh ip styles;" especially 
Abraham Lincoln. shou ld learn 
lessons from some - especially 
Lyndon B. Johnso;, 

President Barack Obama took the oath of office a year ago after 
crediting Black people for his election. But, some question 
whether he has kept his promises to African-American voters so 
far? 

the way back to Abraham Lincoln 
(who is credited for freeing Black 
slaves with the Emancipation 
Proclamation) and come all the way 
forward to Bill C linton (who 
established the White House's first 
rare oftice), presidents have felt that 
g iven the d ifferential socio­
economic status of Black people, 
that they had to at least considc 
doing something special." 

Thomas N. Todd agrees. The 
wtcran civil rights lawyer. who wa~ 
former president of the Chicago 
chapter of the Southern Christian 
Leadership lnnkrsm.c and 
Operation ptlS!-f, says past 
president~ have olkn listened to 
civil rights leaders who ultimate!) 
influen ed polic). 

During World War II civil rights 
leaJer A. Philip Randolph put 
pressun.. n President Franklin 
Delano Ro..,se,clt to include Blacks 
in an executi ve order to make sure 
they got • contracts. That was 
executi ve order 88-02, he cited. Dr. 

Ai(}pg p~t .. p~e:i.;.urc1 on Pr,esident 
'L:¥tbdon Jolmsou to issue e1t.:utive 
order 11-246 to tnake sure th1t 
Blacks were protec ted agam:,t 
employment d1scnmina:;J1· 

"Then, although Lrndon b. 
Johnson was a friend of the l'--egrn 
when Dr. Kmg disagreed \~1th hnn 
on Vietnam. he challenged tmn. \',·· 
need to learn the lessons from 
histor):· Todd said. "What B!act., 
must do no,, is separate m 
i:,residenc\· from the person 3n .; 

sep .. .-alc the tnSlltUlIOn frorr: ,h, 

• tndi\ idual. There are only thre, 
branches of gl'\'emment arid if , <'l' 

concede the presidenc, \I\ 1thm,t 
puttmg pressure on the pn;:s1de1 . 
\H, \"C l'l5t 

Rev. Al Sharpton of the National 
Action Network, have expressed 
disappointment at what they view as 
Obama 's lack of attention to issues 
that are disparately damaging in the 
Black community - especially 
joblessness. 

Tile latest example happened on 
_ riday, Jan. 8, the same day that the 
Bureau of Labor Statics announced 
its new monthl y jobs numbers, . 
showing that the Black 
unemployment rate had risen from 
15.6 percent to 16.2 percent and that 
the White unemployment rate had 
fal len from 9.3 percent to 9.0 
percent, still under the average rate 
of 10 percent. 

In a televised speech on jobs 
and clean energy that day, the 
president briefly paused from his 
focus on the progressing health care 
bi ll and his refocusing on the "war 
on terror" in order to speak 
publically about the jobs situation. 
But, he again fa iled to mention the 
fact that while 1he average 
11nemployment rate held at 10 
percent, the Black unemployment 
rate continued to creep upward to 
record numbers. 

"The jobs numbers that were 
released by the Labor Department 
this morning are a reminder that the 
road to recovery is never ~traight, 
and that we have to continue-to work 
e\ery single day to get our economy 
mO\ ing again. For most Americans, 
and for me, that means jobs. It 
means whether we are putting 
people b:ick to work," he said. 

Bu,, Walters says he has 
reviewed executive orders that 
President Obama has promulgated 
since he's been in the White House 
and he does in fact consider race in 
certain decisions - just no t 
oenaining to Black people. 

One executive order mandated 
that heads of executive agencies 

governments. Another mandated the 
increased participation of Asians 
and Pacific Islanders in federal 
programs. He also told the Hispanic 
Caucus that when their 
unemployment number reached over 
10 percent, that was not j ust a 
problem for Hispanics, "it was a 
problem for the nation." 

Walters argues, " It seems to me 
that you can' t have it both ways. You 
can't announce a policy which says 
in affect that 1 'm not going to do that 
and on the other hand write 
executive orders that in fact does it, 
which means that he 's got a problem 
with us." 

Looking at the depth of issues 
in the Black community, Walters 
says he would not have expected 
major change so soon, "but at least I 
would have wanted a president who 
would make sure that his statements 
are moving in that direction." 

Others feel that it is much too 
soon in Obama's presidency to make 
such judgments. " We cannot rush to 
judgment," says Gary Flowers, 
executive director and CEO of the 
Black Leadership Forum, a loose 
knit coalition of 32 major Black 
organizations which meets with 
Obama administration offic ials 
every month. 

But, Flowers, who was on that 
Nov. 3 teleconference, warns that 
African-Americans must and will 
wield their political savvy if the 
·president does not follow through 
with his promises. 

'"We are early in the 
administration. Yet, Black people 
are among the most sophisticated 
voters in American H istory as 
evident from the l 960s to the 
presence. Democracy percolates up. 
Therefore, people must hold 
politicians accountable to their 
promises as a matter of c1v1c 
engagement." 

On that Nov. 3 telcconfcrcncc, 
Obama was clearl y hat-in-hand in 
front of the Black community, which 
he credited for having brought him 
throu/Sh the Democratic nomination 
and to the threshold of the historic 
electlon:- ' 

···•rn ~9ur ca'mpaign i's a live and 
thriving ... And mainly it's because 
of an energized African-American 
community. You have done this," he 
said. 

Now, they can only hope that he 
will keep faith with his promises for 
change: 

''l'm convinced that not onh­
are we going to change this country, 
but we' re going to change thi s 
community," he said on the phone 
that day. ··we're going to change our 
sons, our daughter~. our 
grandchiidren, ho,\ the: look at 
themselves. We're going to 
transform barriers tn the world . 
We're going to change the hearts 
and minds of people around the 
world. That's a powerful thmg . 
That's more powerful thal' any 
policy out there and an) 

" ln so far as he has announced a 
position of public rolic:-, which says 
that he is not ta!-ing ethnicity into 
consideration, this beli es the 
approach of prel'ious presidents like 
L\'ndon Johnson and obviously his 
re lationship to Dr. King, who 
actually. l think \\as won over by Dr. 
Kmg," says pol1t1cal sc1ent1sr Dr. 
Ron Walters. Johnson ulrimately 
signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Voling Rwhts Act of 1965. 
'"!Johnson) was pia1 mg with race at 
first. But. I thmk nc came to believe 
that ne had to ao somethmg special 
for Arnca11-r\mer1-:,,11s. And one 
su~gcstwr, \\ J' :h,H It was the 
pre,cure tnl' t"~ on ii right5 
n,O\ crncnt 1°u1 ,1 11 •1 

Somt! prom111ent Black leackrs 
includmg Acto; Dann) Glover. Bt.. 
.le.11ous of the NAACP, Marc \.1on ., 
of the National Urban League. tr« 
Re,. Jesse Jack ·on ol t11e 

Rambo\\ Pl.'SH Coaltt1on, and tni.:: 
consult with Indian tribal governmental prograri. •· 
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Federal Appeals Court Rules Convicted Felons 
Can Vote In Washington State 

(NNPA) - The Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals last week held that 
\vashrngton State's law denying the 
vote to people with felony 
convictions is racially 
d1scnminatory and violatP.s the 
Voung Rights Act (VRA). 

··This landmark ruling 
recognizes that racial discrimination 
in Washington's crimina l justice 
system has infected the State 's 
political process," said John Payton, 
LDF director-counsel in 
a statement "The result is that Black, 
Latino and Native k n erica persons 
convicted of felonies in Washington 
are disproportionately denied the 
right to vote." 

The Court found "compelling" 
evidence that "in the total 
population of potential 'felons' .. . 
minonttes are more likely than 
Whites to be searched, arrested, 
detained, and ultimately 
prosecuted. If those decision points 
are infected with racia l bias, 
resul ting in some people becoming 
felons not just because they have 
committed a crime, but because of 
their race, then that fe lon status 
;::.mriot, under section 2 of the VRA, 
d1~;qua!ify felons from voting.'' 

The State d id not d,,rmle this 
- cmpcli ing evidence. 

1\s i' resuh of\Vastlllli;lOn·s law. 
:J. nercclli 0f Blad, •nen and l :: 
~er,·1 ,1 of the' ·mire Blad. 
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Afri can Americans, Latinos and 
Native Americans represent only 12 
percent of Washington's population, 
but comprise 36 percent of the 
State's incarcerated population. 

"The evidence showed that the 
rate at which Blacks, Latinos and 
Native Americans are convicted of 
felony offenses and consequently 
disqualified from voting is not 
reflebive of the ir actua l 
part1c1pation in criminal behavior, 
said Ryan P. Haygood, Co-Director 
of LDF's Political Participation 
Group. "These racial disparities tell 
a troubling story of minority over­
representation in the criminal justice 
system resulting not from any public 
safety imperative but rather from 
discrimination." 

Nationally, more than 5.3 
million Americans are denied access 
to the fundamental right that is 
preservative of all other rights. An 
estimated 2 million of the 
disfranchised, roughly 38 percent, 
are African-Americans. Main:;; and 
Vermont permit prisoners t,, vote by 
absentee ballot from priso,; 

Attorney G<:neral R..-b 
McKenna :md Sccrct,1r: ' ,·, /" <;ut<.· 
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