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Fourteenth · and Fifteenth Aniendments 

John Mercer Langston, a Negro abolitionist and a · 
Reconstruction leader, who became a Representative 
_from Viriinia. 

The. combined effeCts of the federal Civil Rights 
Act of 1866, the RecoDilrUCtion Act of 1867 md 
the ratifieation · of the Fourteenth Amendment . in · 
1868 broupt .ome lepl protection .to Southem Ne­
croes .,.m.t former slave-holders ad allo illlamed 
the poor whites. The Civil Rights Aet; which coa­
fened npta ~f citbenlhip OD the . ~ WU . 

f • 

7 

Ebenezer D. Bassett. a Reconstruction leader who 
·bad studied at Yale, was appointed United Stat~s 
Minister to Haiti. 

further boJ.tered by the Fourteenth Amendment: no 
state lhall "deprive any person of Ufe, Uberty or prop. 
.erty·without.due proeesa of law." . . 

. The Reconstruction · Act, having placed ten states 
of the SOuth under military government, put teeth 
in federal edicts of Artily baekinJ. Soldiers and 

. officials of the Freedmen'» Bureau attempted to pro-

Jonathan Jasper Wright served in the South Carolina 
Senate and a .. an asS<tCiate j u~tice of tbe State Su· 

· preme Court. 

teet the Negro's right to the ball~ fair workiDg 
.· conditions ~d an education · but with no ~lp ~ 

former Confederate~ Or- the Southera press. When, ila 
· .1870, the ·Fifteenth Amendment guaranteed &poe. 

the right to vote-and Nqroes in lar1e numb.:ft daly 
exereiaed this risht-that was the lut straw. Alli­
mOtities developed which have .festered to this day • 
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